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I have t h e  honour t o  r e .$~rL ,  Tor t h e  i n f a m a t i o n  of the 
M i n i s t e r  o f  Transport ,  i n  accordance with t h e  Order of t h e  5th 
lJovember 1940, the r e s u l t  af my inquiry i n t o  .the s e r i o u s  a c c i d e n t  . 
which  occur red  st dbmt 3.47-2 ~ . n .  on 4 t h  November at Korton 
P i t zwar ren  on the  J e s t  o f  ",n.gl~:nd main l i n e  of t h e  Great ';;estsrn 
Railwcy. 

T h e  9.50 p.n. posscng.er t r c i n ,  Padd ing ton  t o  Penznnce?  
t r a v s l l i n g  at 40 to 45 m.p.h. 3n t h ~  33vm Rel ief  L i n e ,  passed two 
successive s t o p  8 i g n ~ l s  c.t dzngcr ,  e n d  bsccmc d u r a i l e d  at t he  
c ~ t c h  p o i n t s  p r o t ~ c t i n g  t:rz Down Muin, wndrl= t h ~  two lines convergc 
at the  west end of t i l d  s t a t i o n ,  some two a i l a s  bcyond Tcunton. 
The d r i v ~ r  wrrs undcr the  insression thilt h;: w2.s running on the 
Dovm Main, the s i g n a l s  o f  which had been  lowered  f o r  a newsyaFer 
t r i z in .  The engine was thrown c l e a r  a n d  came t o  res t  on its side 
140 f t .  beyond t h e  last rsil of the c a t c h  p o i n t  s s  having 
t r a v e r s e d  En open d r a i n ;  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  coaches were wrecked s n d  
blocked all lines. 

Some 900 passengers were t r a v e l l i n g  i n  t h e  train, i n c l u d i n g  
many men of t h e  S e r v i c e s ,  and I r e ~ r e t  t o  r s g o r t  that 2 6 ,  
i n c l u d i n g  one  ~ 3 m p a n y ' s  S e r v a n t ,  were f a t a l l y  i n j u r e d ,  o f  whom 
13 were Navel ~ e r s o n n 8 1 .  Fireman Y. Seabridge was a l s o  k i l l o d  
a t  h i s  p o s t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  56 passenger8 were i n  jurcd 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  s e r ious ly .  t o  necessitate t h e i r  rctcnt ion  in 
h o s p i t a l ,  a n d  18 others  complained of shock o r  minor i n j u r i e s ;  of 
t h e s e  16 were nembcrs of t h e  Scrv iccs .  

Tbc 12.50 a.m. ncws?apcr t r a i n ,  P s d a i n ~ t o n  t o  Ponzance p 

t r a v e l l i n g  on t h ~  Dovm b u i n  linc undcr c l ca r  s i g n a l s  a t  55 t o  
60 m.p.h., ovor took  t ; z ~  ptiss-ngcr t r a i n  a s  thi: derailment occurred,  
a n d ' &  -rivet-head from t'llc b o ~ i i .  -fr,mi; of .  t n d  d c m i l + d  cnginc  was 
subsequently found i n  t l l c  4til  van of  thc newspapar t r a i n ,  having 
broken t h e  window 3f' t ; r l :  l ~ ~ d i l l ; ~  d o o r ;  t h e r e  were  also indsntations 
i n  thc3 pane l l i ng  of t h c  5 th  v c h i c l c ,  cc~uscd by f l y i n g  b a l l a s t  a s  
t h e  a n g i n e  bucamc derailed. In f a c t ,  the n e w s p a p a  t r a i n  on ly  just 
g a t  c l e a r  beforc: t h o  line was obs t  ruc t cd  - L vcry f o r t u n a t e  esaapc. 

D o c t o r s ,  N u r s a s ,  ,'mbulancss, a n d  t h e  P o l i c e  a r r i v e d  prompt ly  
( f i r s t  ambuloncc a t  4.30 &.ma) in response t o  c a l l s  i n i t i a t e d  by 
the Morton E'itzwarrcn S t ~ t i o n m u s t c r ~  and 10 t r t l incd  ambulance men 
of thc Comnany's staff assisted* ..L Surgeon Commundcr on t h e  t r a i n  
d i d  v a l u a b l e  work beforc  3thc;r i x l p  a r r i ved ,  and thc h l i l i t a r y  
. ~ u t h o r i t i e s  rirndorod evcry u s s i s t i ! n c c ;  t h o  rksouc  work proceeded 
by t h c  l i g h t  of hnnd lamps and t o r c h e s .  Z m e r ~ c n c y  equipment i n  
the t r : ; i n  v-ns wzs used; a l s o  tools s t o r e d  i n  thl= o l d  s i g n a l  box 
and  t h c  gilngcrs'  hut. I n  a d d i t i o n 9  some t3s ls  wdrs brough t  by 
l o w 1  residmts. Thcrc rrfis ~r;vidmcl: t o  tlis effcct  t h a t  everyone 
b e h a v ~ d  w i t h  complcto composure. 



Th@ passenger t,rcin was h ~ t u l e d  by ~ n g i n . s .  No.6028, t n e  
4-6-0,' weighing 'h working order wi th  t endor  135 tans  14 C W ~ ;  it 
c a p r i s ~ d  13 bogie cocchcs weighing.409 t o n s ,  The trcfa wae 
f i t t s d  throughout w i t h  t h e  v u c u ~ m  brake ogcrat  ine; blocks  on 8x1 
wheela e x a ~ g t  thc engine 33yi.e :ind the c m t r e  p u i r e  of the 
+wheeled bogies of 3ne s leeping aoaeh (7th). Inc luding  the  L o a d  
of 60 t o n a ,  the t o t a l  weight was 606 tons, and the'bmke gower 
was 69,% of t ha t  weight; the overa.11 length of +*ha t r s i n  
890 ft. 

T ~ G  engine vms not so~iously d a m g o d ,  h a ~ i n g  overturned on 
to saft ground .  The two l e a d i n g  coaches parssed it to the right 
and cclmo t o  reet roughly p a r a l l e l  t o  each o the r  d i agona l ly  across 
the up nnd down l i n e s .  The 3rd coach w.ar telescoped against 
the t ender ,  and the 4th was thrown out to the right; the 5th Hms 
t e lescoped  f o r  about half its Length into the  3rd, and the 6t tb  
was d e r a i l e d  2nd damaged a t  the  l e a d i n g  end, The rest o f  the 
t r e l n  remained on t h e  road and auTfersd l i t t l e  damage, The s tack  
waa 3f modern c m s t r u c t i o n  and electrically l ighted throughout, 
The permnnen t way ~ n d  signalling equipment were only slightly 
af fec ted ,  

The newspaper train ooraprfsed 5 bbgie vehic les  and m13 
hauled -by an ~ n g i n e  qf t h e  snmz c l a s s .  Its t o t a l  length  wae 
370 ft. 

Breakdown gangs and t r c ing  arrived from Taunton,  Newton 
~ b b o t ,  c.nd S w i n d m  a t  6.2 u,rn., 8,57 a.m. and 12.30 g b m .  
r c ~ p e c t i v e l y .  Thero were  9 t m i n e d  ambulance men ambng the o~ewnra. 
Tho Up $lain m8 nvnileble for traffic by 8,8, pen. on t he  same 
&iy, and the Down Main at 6.38 p.ma on the fo l l owing  day- 

lt V I ~ B  .a very dcrk night, and t h e  weather was stormy with a 
strcmg lwcstorly wind; but it does n a t  appear t 3  hcve been 
r a in ing  at t h e  tihc, though t h o  r:iiL was wet 2nd grepsy. 

In t h e  down d i r a c t i o n  from T m n t o n  t o  Norton F i t z v a r r o n ,  A 
distance of approximately 2 m-iles, the l i n e  runs from cast to 
west; . there  a r e . 4  tqacks ,  i n  order  from muth t a  n o r t h ,  D ~ w n  
R a l i o f ,  Down Maim, Up Mnin, and Up Bel ief  r lC  the  west e1:d o f  
Norton Fitzwarren a t a t i o n  t h e  line bec~mcs  d ~ u b l e ;  thr: D J W ~  
Rolief j o i n s  thc  Down Main by n c o n n a c t i o n  over which spuod is 
r e s t r a c t o d  to 40 m.g.h., t h e  l a t t e r  line being p ro tec ted  by f a c ing  
ca tohpoin ts  w i t h  a lead a n d  cr33sing; the open and ~f the lead is 
86 ft. f r m  the t o e  of tho switches. 

l'ne passonger t m m  m d  stogpod a t  Taunton w w n  Relief 
p l a t f a r m ,  on t h e  lert o f  this l i n e ,  t he  Dovm R a i n  b e i n g  immediately 
adjacent clmd t o  the r ight .  Boyond t h e  pla%fomn, there  is :a facing 
crossmer f r m  t h e  D m n  Rel ief  t o  the Down Mafn. The block 
sections a r e  shmt ,  a n d  the s ign21  b a x e ~  cmcerned are from e a s t  
t o  wast:-  

Taunton Wcst S t a t i o n  
& m i l e  

~ a u n t b n  Vest Junction 
mile  

S i l k  M . i I 1  Cross ing  
5 m i l e  

Nor-tcm F i t zwsr ren  
1 m i l e  

Victary Cmss lng 



The  s i g n ~ l s  bctvrccn T3; jn t  m xci Nsrtm F i t z w r r m  ::re m3re 3r 
l ~ s s  ~ v o n l y  sprtcad, ::S is usuc.1 w i t h  shart s ~ c t i m s .  Tho Rclicf  
L i n c  bmc sign,?ls ,  h x v e v ~ r ,  f2 r  T r , u n t a n  Yest  S t o t i a n  box should be 
dtlscribed in d c t : - . i l ,  1i::vine; rag.?.rC t 3  tlx e v i d e n c e  ~f t h e  d r i v e r  af 
t h o  p:.ssanger t r : . i n  . .~nd ~f t h e  signc?lmnn cancsrned.  They a r e  
l a c a t e d  at t;hc t ~ p  3f t h c  p k t f ~ r r n  rr:mp, and npply to t h c  Relief 
line and H e l l c r f  t o  l , i . ~ i n ;  in o ~ d o r  t n  d i s p l a y  thm clear of t h e  
plctform vcrc"..n&:h rloof, b ~ t h  crc  brr!cl;~:tdd ou t  t3 t h ~  right 3f t h e  
p 3 s t ,  which is 50 y n r d s  shirt ~f t h c  P-,.cing c r c ~ s s ~ v c ; . ~  f rom R e l i e f  
t o  b[nin.  

The signals lending s t r c i g h t  2 l m g  thc  Z ? d i e f ,  v i z . ,  t h e  
Taunt ;n ..;est S t s t i m  hdmc (K>. 10) , w i t h  t h e  '2cunt3n : ; cs t  Junc t im  
d i s t , r n t  3 1 ~ 1  bslow i t ,  urG c a r r i s d  X t h ~  1df t -h ;~nd c.nd t c . l l a r  of 
t n u  t w ~  subs id ic? ry  p ~ s t s  3n the  brc?clcct; t h z  hame arm ( ~ 3 .  3 ) ,  
1e::ding thrr>ugh t h e  f i : c i n g  cr3ssover  ( ~ 3 .  49),  w i t h  n 3  d i s t a n t  
bolaw I t ,  is or! the short p a s t  t a  t h e  r i gh t .  Thers is als3 nn 
elevated shunt signal (3.3. 16) suscendzd u n d e r  t he  bracket, which 
lcc2s t o  d m n  s i d i n g s  t~ t h e  lbft ;f t h e  k u n n i n g  l i n e s ;  t h r sugh  a 
f . :c ing c l jcnec t im ( ~ 3 .  34) , s h o r t  of  c rossover  Ho, 49. The 
c ~ r r e s p m d i n g  M c i n  lino 6lgnals ar& h m e  m d  d i s t a n t  arms .m a sing10 
p a s t  t o  tbc right 2f t h e i r  line, :bout 40 y : ~ r d s  ahesd. .,l1 thsse 
sign::.ls c o u i d  be aeen from chc d r i v e r ' s  ( r i g h t - h c n d )  s l d c  Jf t h e  
crib :.S the cngin,: wns st::cdin,- r~: ' .dj l  t a  s t c r t .  f a u n t m  J e s t  
S ti-.rim b ~ x  is n w r b y ,  s t  the wcst  end sf t .he  D ~ Y M  h c i n  p l a t f  3m. 

Bdymc! t h e r e ,  a l l  cxccst m e  .jf' t h ~  DJ-m Ftelief sigr-rltlla 
a r e  l~c . t c ; . c ;  in the ssuc.1 g o s i t i m  .>S tile left af' t h e  l i n e ;  this 
excc;i)tior: is th;: gy3dg1 ~f s t a r t ~ r s  f a p  Taunton ' i i es t  ; t a t i o n  b ~ x  
which ,:rc distinctively a r r s n p d  011 ;L g n n t r y  spanning : i l l  E m r  
lints, O a i n g ,  ilovievcr, to th~.: trac!c l a y o u t ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  
Down M:. in  Si;:n::ls :.re between t h c  b ~ w n  m d  Up Mains, v i z , ,  t o  tho  
r i gh t  o f  t h e  l i n e  t3 which they reffir. Zxcept ions  crc; t h a  gant ry  
signcl referred ta cbwe  i.nG the home,' starter, nnd zdvenced 
s t ~ r t e r  f a r  l i a r ton  I ' i tzu;zrron,  where the, sp?%ce between the U ~ w n  
Main an6 r)>ilin R a l i z f  widcns t o  c c c m m o d n t e  t h z  i s lc tnd  p l a t fo rm 
betwean t h z s c  t w 2  l i n c s .  

The l x : . . t i s n s  of t h e  H x t m  E'itzwarren Dawn Rslief s igna l s  
with r e f e r o n c e  t o  tile s w i t c n e s  3f t h o  c : : t c h u ~ i n t 8 ,  and  a t h e r  - 
re levLnt  distances, a r c  ns f o l l o w s  :- 

Nort XI Fitzwnrren ;::dvancod 
s t a r to r  a n d  V i c t a r y  Crossing 
d i s t a n t  b e l 3 w  it. 

3-shot d a t  cnat jr p l a c e r  

B a r t o n  F i tzwarren  s t a r t e r  

Nor ton  ?itswarren signcllb'bx 
( s n  S o d t h  s i d e  3f l i n e )  

C e n t r e  of S t a t i o n  

N a r t o n  Fitzwarren home 

S i l k  h I i  l l C r  >ss i ng  S t,~:rt2r -n h N o r t  an 
Ic'i t zw;:rltcn i n n e r  d i s t a n t  be1 ;W it 

- - 
311k Mill crr>ss ing 'name ~ . l l i l  i . d r tan  ) 

imi tzwi! r rcn  d i s t a n t  beLm i t  ) 

ycrds  Z a s t .  

It I I  

I I I I 



The corresponding Down b i n  s i g n n l s  Ere  l a c a t e d  o p p D s i t e ,  
3r near ly  so, The 3 d c t o n n t o r s  r e f e r r e d  ts zbove  stand n o r m l l y  
on t h e  r r ? . i L  w i t h  t h e  l a v z r  normr.1 in t h e  f r m e ;  t h e  l e v e r  k s  to 
ba pulled t~ rslecse that 3f t h c  s t ~ r t i n g  slgncil  immcdiotely i n  
rear ,  

Viewed from the f o o t p l a t e  3f L.n e n g i n e  of  t h z  same c lsss  on 
a c l e s r  n i ~ h t ,  e l l  the  s i g n a l s  f o r  each l i n e  showed up distinctly, 
and  were  well  separated.  The l i n e  is almost s t r a i g h t  f'r3rn Taunton 
t o  Silk Mill Crossing bar,, a f t e r  which there is a gent le  l e f t - h a n d  
curve,  straightening again through Norton F i t zwa r r en  S t a t i o n ;  for 
a few moments when r a u n d i n g  t h e  c u r v e p  t h e  signals for b o t h  lines 
a r e  l o s t  t o  t h e  view of the driver from the right-hand s i d e  of  t he  
engine,  r b t  t n e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  Nor ton  Fl tzwnrren S t a t i o n  i s  u n l i t  
a t  n i g h t .  

Gradien ts  o v e r  t h o  s t r c t c h  of line c ~ n c e r n e d  ore negligible, 
a n d  advan tage  is taken 3P this b y  t r a i n s  s t a r t i n g  from Taun tan  
t o  g a t h e r  speed fsr  r h c  a s c c n t  3f the f o r m i d a b l e  d e l l i n g t o n  Bank, 
which beg ins  soon u f i z r  :assing PJort m Fitwrarren. 

The ~omgnny's s g s t  em sf .',utomat i c  T r a i n  C o n t r 3 l  i n  a n n n e o t l r ~ n  
cvith c l i c t ~ n t  o i . ~ n l ~  (but nnt inner d i s t n n t s )  ntln in '~pcration, 
T h e r e  is n ram? in the  4 f t .  w ~ j r  i n  c o n n e c t i m  with each s l g n a l ,  
which i s  n o t  e l c c t r i c u l l y  e n e r g i s e d  when the  signal i s  a t  
"Cau t ion" ,  i n  which c a s e  a siren i s  sounded i n  the engine cab 
and a maderate a p p l i c a t i o n  3f the  vacuum brake i s  made 
nut  omat i c a l l y ;  this 'ornke cpplicat i o n  can ba eubsaquen t l y  
cance l l ed  by the d r i v e r .  '\;hen t h e  s i g n a l  i s  " ~ l a a r " ,  t h e  ramp 
is energised through contacts on the lever and  arm, and a. bell 
is sounded i n  t h *  cab, with n o  brake n p p l i c a t i o n .  

The aposratus  e.t the  d i s t a n t  signals concerned  was examined 
a n d  tested soon a f t e r  t h e  a c c i d e n t ;  it wcs f o u n d  t o  b e  working 
p r o p e r l y ,  2s  :~lso t h z  c o r r e s p m C i n g  electrical c i r c u i t s  on t h e  
Q e r n i l e d  engine. I n  f t ~ c t ,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  showed that all 
signallin5 equipment on t h e  ground a n d  i n  the boxes ,  as wall as 
on thc e n g i n e ,  was i n  z ~ o d  o rde r  a t  t ' n e  t ime of  t h z  a c c i d e n t .  

S t a r t i n g  3r advanced s t n r t  i n g  s i g n a l s  a r e  rsleased by "Line 
c l e a r "  on the block, and en i n t e r l i n k i n g  c l r c u i t  p r e v e n t s  the  
a c c e p t a n c e  of ci t r z i n  u n l e s s  t h e  d i s t c r n t  arm is proper ly  at 
"Caut i 3n l'. 

l. l.YSth repprd t n  t h e  t i m e  -f the  derai lment ,  i t  apvenrs 
?rnm the tr::.in r c ~ i s T , c r s  that t he  clncks ~ ' f  T n u n h n  Wcst  Sb?.ti,-n 
:md Victnry Cr-~ss ing  bcmxes synchronised, nnd t h r ~ t  t h ~ s e  nf  the 
t h r ee  intermediate *o9xes, T?untqn We6t Junction, 311k Mill, (2nd 
Xr; r t r -nn  Fit.zwlzrren, werc npprr?ximctely 2 minutes fcst in coapr?risnn, 
Tc?unt,.n \?!est S t r : t i r n  clqck is electric, c-ntrolled b y  n mnster 
c l o c k ,  :.'..nd, ? S  it w:?s  c o r r o c t ,  311 the f3llowing times c z o  r c l , ? t zd  
t h c r c t p ;  nllo!:~in[; fr,r thc d i s c r ? p m c y  o f 2  minutes, t h e  r e g i s t e r s  
appezrcd t o  be cm-.nsi s t c n t  thrn u t .  



C a l c u l a t i o n  shawed that the  spoed of thc p a s s e n g e r  t rain 
might have bean a t  least 45 rn.9.h. a t  Nor ton  F i t z w a r r e n ,  with a n  
a v e r a g e  of  abou t  35 m.p.h. o v e r  t h e  2 miles f r m  t h e  start n t  
Taunton. Based on t h i s ,  flnd t h c  f c c t  a l r e a d y  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h a t  
t h e  r i v e t - h e a d  was mrried  Parward i n  t h e  f o u r t h  v e h i c l e  of  t h e  
newspoper  t r a i n ,  t h e  t w o  cng inas  would have drawn l e v e l  a s  thoy  
reachad N ~ r t o n  P i t z w a r r a n  S t c t i o n ,  some 300 t o  100 y a r d s  f r ~ m  t h e  
catch-points.  Hcvina r a g ~ . r d  t:, t h c i r  r e l R t i v e  s p e a d s ,  end t o  the  
probclbla d i f f o r c m n o  o f  bookiryl;, it ssems likely t h a t  the 
derailment t o o k  place a t  a b o u t  s.47;. c.mb 

2. 1 , cco rd ing  t o  his e v i d e n c e ,  it w a s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  as t h e  
e n g i n e s  drew l e v e l ,  that Driver P:i. S t a c e y  of  the p a s e e n g e r  t r a i n  
r e a l i s e d  that he was travelling on t h e  Ralief l i n e  a n d  n o t  on t h e  
Main,  t o o  l a t a  t o  c f f e c t  much r e d u c t i o n  i n  s p o e d .  H i s  e v i d e n c e  
was entirsly s t ra igh t f3rv tnrd  a n d  q u i t e  emphatic. It was t o  t h e  
e f f ec t  t h z t ,  a b m t  a minu te  ::fter h i s  n r r i v u l  ut Taunton he  
absc rved  the Uswn Relief t o  Down Main home signal  ( ~ o .  3 f o r  
Taunton ' , / e ~ t  S t n t i o n  box. change from rcd  t o  grew; hc 3bse rved  
it n g ~ i n  c little l a t e r ,  but j u s t  before s t a r t i n g  away, vrhen he 
snw a green light on th2  t h i r d  o c c a s i o n ,  h e  wcs "n3t  sure which  
one this v~i;s".  His a c c x n t  ~f what Wppened t k ~ r o u f t c r  is 
a s  f o l l o w s  :- 

l rZprocee6ed with my t r h i n  Gn w h a t  I thought was t h e  D m n  
Main l i n e ,  and on r u n n i n z  over  t h e  rnmp rzbmt the  cnd af 
Taunton p l e t f ~ r m  I hzarc: the A.T.C.  s i r e n .  .,fti=r leaving 
Taunton and h a v i n g  the r i i m p  s i g n a l ,  aE which I heard t h e  
siren, I d i d  n ~ t  t auch  thc .T. C. a g a i n ,  by which I mean I 
d i d  not have anather s i r a n .  On a2proaching N m t m  Fitzwarren 
a t r a i n  passed on my r i g h t - b a d  a i d s ,  As this t r c i n  passed 
me on my r i g h t - h a n d  s i d e  1 immedia te ly  shut my r e g u l a t o r  a n d  
a p p l i e d  t h e  b r a k e ,  b e i n g  under  t h e  impreesion t h a t  wo w e r e  
getting n e a r e r  t h e  verging p o i n t  and I saw t h i s  train and the 
s t a t i o n  on my r i g h t - h m d  s i d z ,  which brought t o  my m i n d  t h a t  
I vras on t h ~  lmwn H c l i e f .  A t  t h e  t i m e  I turned t o  my mate a n d  
t o l d  him t h ~ t  w e  were on the Down Relief, and with t h a t  t h e  
t r a i n  bzcume d e r a i l e d  a t  t h e  c a t c h p o i n t q l .  

S t a c e y  said t h a t  t h e  an t i -g l a r e  s h e e t s  wzre fixed i n  
p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  that on t h e  fireman's side ( l e f t - h a n d )  was f i t t e d . .  
Tho one on h i s  own side wos a 1 8 3  f i t t e d  on the top  k n d  b o t t m ,  
t h e  back b e i n g  f a s t e n a d  and t h e  f'rmt u n d ~ n o ,  I ~ a v i n g  a s p c e  
f o r  h i s  h a d  o u t s i d e  the cab, f r o m  which p o s i t i o n  he wns o b s e r v i n g  
t h e  s i g n a l s .  He m i d  t h a t  his a ~ e e d  p a s s i n g  th rough  t h e  s t a t i o n  
was 40 m.p.h. a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  ssgsedometer, a n d  he t h a u g h t  he was 
a b l e  t o  make some r e d u c t i m ;  b u t  having regard t3  the extent o f  
t h e  wreckage, i t  seems doubtf 'ul  whether the d e r a i l m e n t  occurred a t  
less than t h i s  speed. Ha d i d  not hear the  explosion af d e t o n a t o r s  
and  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  passage of t h e  newspaper  truin alongside 
would, have  prevented this; n o r  d i d  he a b s i r v e  t h e  s t a r t e r  and 
advanced s t a r t e r  a t  danger 210 yards and 20 ya rds  r a s p e c t i v e l y  from 
t h e  c a t c h p a i n t s .  He had a ramarkable e scape ,  and was saved  by h i s  
p o s i t i o n  on the right-hand s ldc  of the f ~ o t p l a t c  n n d  by the  engine 
ove r tu rn ing  t o  thc: l e f t  he climbed out of  t h e  c ~ i b ,  a n d ,  a f t e r  wading 
waist  deep through f l o c ~ d  w s t ~ r ,  wc.lkad a b o u t  a m i l e  t o  Vic ta ry  
C r x s i n g  Bax t 3  p r ~ t d c t  tile l i n e .  Signalman d , 4 .  iangford o f & i s  
box said t h n t  Stacay b ~ r r a w d  a lzmp, nncl t h n t  wnilc he saenad t o  be 
i n  E very agitated and dazed c m i i t i o n ,  ha made t ~ n  sbservlr:t i o n  t o  
the affect t h n t  he was a f r ~ ~ i d  t h a t  ha was responeib ls  f o r  t h e  
z c c i d e n t .  



3. Guard J. 'd, J i n y a r d ,  from h i s  p a a i t i a n  a t  the back o f  t h i s  
l o n g  t r a i n ,  d i d  n o t  see ths  s i g n c l  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  Taunton, and 
c o u l d  give  l i t t l e  i n f w m a t  ion beyond t h e  fact that the train was 
u s u n l l y  r o u t e d  via thil: Mein l i n i :  and that s_nced was n3rmal .  Ho 
d i d  not actually know which r 3 3 d  t h e  t r a i n  m s  on u n t i l  it came to 
a stand. T r a v e l l i n g  Ticket  C ~ l l o c t ~ r  J. Peorce ,  however, obee rvod  
b g r e e n  signal (which ha c o u l d  n a t  i d e n t i f y )  j u s t  before  l e a v i n g  
T a u n t o n ,  a f t ~ r  he had rcmindcd Fireman Seabridge t3 s t o  a t  
Teignmouth, 2nd b e f o r e  hz had passed on t h e  "Right Awayf: a i g n a l :  
he d i d  n o t  'm~vr v h i c h  l i n e  tho t r a in  t r r ? v o l l c d ,  he d i d  r,i~t hem 
e n y  d e t o n a t o r s ,  and  e s t i m a t e d  t k t  spoed a t  Nor ton  F i tzwarren  m8 
35  t o  4G m.p.h.  He was r i d i n g  i n  thu  f r a n t  cmch  snd had a 
f o r t u n a t 2  oscnge .  T r a v e l l i n g  P:.rctll P ~ r t e r  J, H,-rduy wets also on 
t h e  t r a i n ,  but c o u l c i g i v z  n a  rndt~rial  informetim. .~t *'inyard's 
r t i y lms t  he went forward t .J L3r3t ~ c t f  thd o b s t r u c t i o n  -nd m e t  D r ive r  
S t a c s y  r e t u r n i n g  f r o r n V i c t ~ r y  C r X s i n g  Box; he  wcluld n o t  l& 
S t a c e y  d l scuss  thc mattcr. 

4 .  The enginemen 3f t h e  newspaper  t r a i n ,  Driver R. Hawkins 
cnd r'ircman 1. L i n d s e y ,  saw a n d  hoard  nothing of' t h e  passenger  
train u s  they  avert  oak it, n o r  d i d  they hear any d e t m a t m s ;  
L i n d s e y ,  an the l s f t -hanc!  s i d e ,  was f i r i n g  at t h e  time. Hawkins 
said t h a t  his speed w 2 s  55 mrp.hb  : ~ c c J r d i n g  t o  the  s p e e d ~ r n e t o r ,  
and h o  had no d i f f i c u l t y  in ~ b s c r v i n g  signals between Taunton and 
N ~ r t 3 n  Fi tzwurrcn.  S i m i l a r l y ,  Guard E. Baggett was not aware of 
the  ptlseenger t r n i n ,  b u t  felt something h i t  his van. He o p p l i a d  
t h 2  brcke nnd  the t r a i n  wns b r m g h t  t o  a s t a n d  some d i s t a n c e  
b e y m d  V i c t o r y -  C russing; oft a r  consulting with  Hawkins, they 
praceeded f 2r axamlnat i o n  t o  i l e l l i n g t  m, where t h e y  heard a f  the 
d  er:^ i l n e n  t . 

5, Slgnr~lnan I-I.J. 4cdham had. served. i n  Taunton V e s t  S t a t i o n  
bax ( o l d  2nd nzw) f3r L? yer:rs. B e f ~ r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  the 2 t r c i n a  
i n  ; ~ u c s t i o n ,  t h e r e  was :t g o a t a l  t r L . i n  cm t h e  Down Relief P l a t fo rm 
which l e f t  a t  2.58 z.m., vici c ra s save r  No. 49,  t o  t h e  lJinin line, 
S i g n ~ , l  N.). 3 being c leared  f'w it. Madh~rn then dispaesd  3f a 
s h u n t i n g  engine which ba6 been w2rk ing  a t  the rea r  ~f t h e  p36t31  
t r a i n ;  i t  grocoedud t o  the l acamot ive  shed  v i a  the d ~ w n  sidings n t  
3.21 a . m .  , cind t o  make t h i s  movemant, tie was compelled by the 
i n t e r l a c k i n g  t o  r e s t a r e  c ro s sove r  N3. 49 t o  normal  befare r avo ra ing  
f a c i n g  p o i n t s  No. 34 and  c l a n r i n g  s h u n t i n g  s i g n a l  No, 16. T o  mike 
t h e  subsequent reverse mavcsment i n t 3  the l o c a n 3 t i v e  shad, t he  
i n t e r l a c k i n g  again c m p e l l a d  :ladham t 3  r o e t x e  s i g n a l  NJ. 16 and 
p o i n t s  No. 34 t o  marmill, and Ise was p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e ~ l f t e r  
c r o s s ~ v e r  No. 4 9  ulso remained n x m a l  und W ~ B  i n  thit y ~ s i t i o n  when 
the  passenger t w i n  a r r i v e d  ut 3.30 &.m. 

Vadham had 1zLrn-L f r j m  , i i .s tbury t h U t  t h e  n?ws:xpor t r a i n  
w u s  running 6 minu tes  bef3rs t i w  , ~ . n d  some time bztwoon 5.30 G , m .  
and 3.35 a.m. ( a f t e r  t h e  ~ ~ a s s i . n g ~ r  t r e in  had a r r i v e d ) ,  h e  t z l e p h m e d  
to. . thelney J u n c t i o n ,  8 ~ n i l e s  uw~y ,  t o  a s c e r t ~ : i n  its g o s i t i m .  On 
l e a r n i n g  t h a t  it was still g a i n i n g  t i n e ,  he d e c i d e d  t o  givo i t  a 
c lea r  run through on t h c  hiid n l i n e  a n d  t o  send  t h e  pnssenger t r a i n  
f ~ r v r s r d  on the Hel i e f ;  he knew t h ~ t  t h e  l a t t e r  l i n o  was c l e a r  and  
t h a t  the s i p e l m a n  z t  Nor ton  Pitzwarren was in a p o s i t i m  t3 s t 3 p  
t h e  p n s s t n g e r  t r a i n ,  . i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  a n d  l e t  i t  f'ollaw. 

'ilndhnm ~!cc .xd ing ly  u b t ~ i n c d  " L i n e  Cleur" for t h e  pusacngzr 
t r n i n  on the Relief l i n e  a t  3.37 : . l , r n . ,  and lowered the rs levf int  
s i g n a l s ,  n t~moly ,  the h m e  ( ~ a .  10) n t  t h z  end 3f the p l a t f o r m ,  cnd  
t h o  startcr :In t h e  g a n t r y  ahead af h i s  bax; from t h e  t r a i n  r z g i a t e r ,  
i t  r p p e r ~ r s  t h a t  S ignz lman  Tucker .L$ T:.!unt on r i d  s t  J u n c t i o n  obt::ined 
" L i n e  C l ~ n r "  far thc: t m i n  f m m  S i l k  K i l l  u t  t h ~  s;~rna timc, 3 . 3 7  a . m b  

( b o ~ k o d  as 3.39 :;.m*) End it is l i k e l y  that his distant and  inner 
d i s t : \ n t  s i g n a l s  under  t h e  station hame ::n2 s t a r t e r  r e a p ~ c t i v e l y ,  
wore lowered a few s a c m h s  l z t e r .  B a t h  t h c s e  d i s t a n t  s i ~ a l s  were 



r c p e a t e d  i n  t h e  b 3 x ,  ;.nc'. T d c h r  s s i d  t h c t  he saw t h e  r o p c ~ t e r s  
change. ' r ' l s c l b m  u l s ~  n o t i c c d  t t ~ t  thes,: s i g n a l s  wGre I w e r e d  f o r  
t b 2  pnss!;ngi;r trci-in when i t  left t i l ~  s t a t i o n  st a b o u t  3.&4 L.m. , 
2nd he raitiirkc? t h a t  Stacc;y s i i ~ l u l d .  have rece ived  n 3  s i r e n  w a r n i n g  
a t  t he  end ' j i '  t h e  p k t f o r r n .  

The rleivspqer t r a  in  w i s  of f '~ : r ed  t o  Wndham at 5.37  u.m, on 
t h e  Main l i n o ;  b u t  b e f a r a  acce;~- t ing '  it a t  3.38 ;:.rn., he abt:.inc;e 
"Line  C l e a r ' 1  ':haLd f rm T a u n t ~ n  S e s t  J u n c t i o n  i n  a c c o r d z n c e  with t h e  
sh3rt s a c t i j n  ru le ,  H3 then l c w z r ~ C  t h e  h ~ i n  l i n e  bame ~ n d  
s t r i r t ing  s i g n a l s ,  cbaut a m i n u t a  i : f t e r  he had l ~ w e r e d  t h e  s i g n a l s  
f ~ r  t h c  p i ~ s s e n g e r  t r r . i n  an t h o  R e l i e f .  The n,ewsuapcr  t r a i n  p ~ s s e d  
u t  5.45 n.m. ' l  r u n n i n g  vc ry  q u i z t l y  - p o s s i b l y  tit 55 m.p.h." ',ladham 
s t a t e d  c m p ~ ~ t i c ~ l l y  t h a t  subseLiuc;nt t o  t h e  l i g h t  e n g i n e  b e i n g  
d e a l t  w i th ,  n;J s ignc .1  3n t h z  b r u c k e t t c d  ~ o s t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  
p l a t r o r n  was nlecred u n t i l  3 .37  &.m. ; b0 had pu rpas s ly  d e f e r r e d  
h i s  d c c i s i m  t 3  a l l a w  t h e  ;72wsy&-Jer t r c i n  t:, p r ~ c c e d ,  a n 6  hed had 
n 3  c ~ c c ~ s i o n  t o  c h h n g e  I r i s  mind with xgrlrd  t~ t h e  r o u t i n g  ~f t h e  
pcssmger  t r a i n .  i n d e e d ,  he said t h a t  i f  he hsd a 3 n e  s a ,  he ' 

would hzva had n ~  ~ a s ' 3 n  t3 deny it. 

Thi: e v i d e n c e  3f ~ i g n ; ; l r k n  ' J .  . I .  TucXcr o f  T n u n t s n  Vest  
Junc t i an ,  a n d  *;. H. a i r c h  of  S i l k  Mill, sh3wed t h a t  bath  t r a i n s  
p c s s c d  t h e i r  boxes  u n d c r  ~ l e : ~ r  s i g n ~ : l s .  ,it 5111: I d i l l ,  211 t he  
block t i m e s  f3 r  t h e  .gc\ssznger t r a i n  were CC m i n u t e  b e f a r e  those  far 
t h e  nevspapc r  t r e i n ,  c n d  Birch s t a t e d  t h a t  he sart t h e  t w a  t r a i n s  
approaching. h i s  bax w i t h  , t h e  p e s s m g e r  t ra in  a little ahead a n d  
t h e  n e w 8 p ~ a r  t r n i n  r q i d l y  o v e r t a k i n g  it; he gzve u r m g h  
e s t i m a t e  3f 200 jli?res c s  t h ~ i r  <isd:~ncc: a ~ a r t  when t h e y  passed him. 

6. Sign:; lnan 41, J. C ~ l o s ,  51 years  i n  Nsrt cm F i t z w a r r e n  box ,  
r l ccop ted  the psssenger  train on t h e  R t l i a f  l i n e  a t  3.36 &.m, 
(baokzd 3.38 a.m. ) , a n d  t h e  news?nper t r a i n  on the Ks in  l i n e  a t  
3.3'7 a.n. (boaked 3.39 a.m.); he n z i n t z - i n e d  his Xclief  line 
s i g n a l s  ~ ; t  di!ngcr,.ancl vias i u i t ' u .  s .~lre t h z t  t h e  l e v e r  c ~ n t r J l l i n g  
t n c  3-shat  d e t a n e t a r  p l s c e r  w ~ s  nJ rma l  i n  t h ~ '  f r smc .  ,,S soon a s  
be saw t'ne t r z c k  c i r c u i t  i n  x u . r  a_f' ihc 2aLief  hJmc signL:l  was 
3ccupied ,  he  lawered t h i s  si.;nal t~ draw t h e  passzr,Ecr t r h i n  f a r m r d  
t o  t h e  starting s i g n a l ,  50 y ~ r i l s  a h c k d . 3 f  h i s  bsx;  b u t  t he  t x i n  
p u s s e d  a t  a b m t  40 m.;).h. ,  u n i : ,  - ~ . . l t h o u g h  hc has w u t c h i n g  i t ,  he 
d i d  n o t  h2c.r t h e - d e t m a t a r ~  e x p l a d c , '  n o r  u n y  sound 3f b r a k i n g .  H i s  
a t t e n t i o n  b c i n g  t-h\is S i v c r t e i l ,  he h i d  n a t .  a c t u a l l y  see  t h e  nowspclnsr 
t r c i i n ,  :but .  h e  knew t ha t  i t  v r ~ s ,  -passing 2.t a b m t  the same timk.. He 
s e n t  t h e  " O b s t r u c t i o n  Danger1 '  s ignc l1  p r a m p t l y  t a  t h e  boxes 3n 
ei t h c r  s i d e .  

. C 3 l i ; s  hnd heard t h e  three: d e t o n a t o r s  explode a t  o t h e r  t i n e s  
f o r  e x m p l a  d u r i n g  s h u n t i n g  navzmcnts. - -  Xe cou ld  n o t  s a y  whether  
t h e r e '  were f r e s h  det:mat a r s  i n  thc: mc.chine,,'m this a c c a s i o n ;  t h c i r  
i n s p c c t i m  wus n 3 t  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  i f  they  had bzen p r e v i m s l y  
cxplcdcd it wcs t h e  s i g n n l m a n t  s duty t o  ask the  s t t ~ t i m  s t ~ ~ f f  t 3  
r c ~ l z w  them. T h e  cases ( t w o )  i n  t.hc c l i p s  of t h e  m ~ c h i n e  were 
r u s t y  and  cwrrsded;  . t h e y  gave t h e  i m $ r e a s i x ~  o f  n 3 t  hav ing  been  
r e c e n t l y  exploded. 

GUNCLUS I O N ,  

7 .  T h c  c c c i d c n t  wcs not dus - t o  enemy c ~ c t i m  a r  t o  snbotcge;  n o r  
wcrc.  c h a  permanent way, w ~ r k s ,  o r  signalling co;uipmi.nt c a n c e r n e d  i n  
a n y  way. Thc 821c CQUSC WCIS c,n u n z c c o u n t a b l ~  1nps0 3n t h e  p a r t  3f 
Ur ivcr  P:,/. S t ~ c e y ,  wh3 i s  an 2xpcr i enced  ancl c c p n b l e  man i n  t h e  top 
l i n k  at O l c l  Oak Cornan ShcC, w i t h  zn e x c e l l e n t  r eca rd  m d  40  y e a r s  
s e r v i c e .  He m i s t m k  t h e ' l i n e  3n which he  was r u n n i n g ,  anc i ,  while 
disreg: : rding t h u  Re l i e f  l i n e  signals, he was o b s z r v i n g  those f3r 
t h e  14;lin l i n e ,  which were a l l  cle2.r f a r  t h e  n ~ w s p a p k r  t r a i n .  3 e  



f r a n k l y  admitted his r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  but his a c c m n t  3f what 
happened, g i v e n  i n  goad faith, ;-t?>ears t 3  h3ve been  c f f e c t e d  by 
his e x p e r i a n c e s .  

I am I ' 3 r~c .d  tc, the ; - m c l u s i o n  t h ~ i t  h i s  memory 3f' t h e  
circumstances which l o d  La h i s  i n i t i a l  m i s t a k e  on s t a r t ing  fr3m 
Taunton  m&, in f s c t ,  u n r a l i . ; b l c ,  2nd. t t ~ - . t  his prror  must  have been 
t h a  j ~ f u c ~ n e  :;f f : ; i l u r e  t . 1  c m c s n t r a t e .  Ti le  n ~ m a l  r 3 u t e  f a r  the 
t c a i n  was v i a  t h e  Main line, but his s t c t e m e n t  t na t  he saw the 
Relief  t~ hiair: s i g n a l  (~13.  3) e t  t h e  e n d  3f the p l a t f o r m  change 
f r 3 m  red  t~ g r e e n  n b o u t  a m i n u t e  cf'tcr h i s  a r r i v z l  was d e f i n i t a l y  
c ~ n t r n c l i c t c d  b y  Signalmar! Xadhsm, ~ h o s ~  e v i d a n c e  I accept .  There 
w m l d  have been n o  ;?urpase  i n  s e t t i n s  c r 3 s a a v s r  N3. 49 a n d  c l e c r i n g  
t h i s  s i g n a l  unless J a l i L l n  hacl asked f d r  ::nd received "Line Clear" 
on t h e  & b i n  l i p 3 ;  b a t  this GiC n 3 t  3ccur  t i l l  5.38 c l a m . ,  - minute 
z f t e r  s i ~ n c l  ?$a, 10 had bean c l m r c 2  f a r  t h e  passanger train t o  
l e v e  on t h d  2o l i c ; f  l i n e .  F u r t h z r ,  'dadhum was n o t  working under a n y  
p r c s s u r e  n t  the t ime ,  2nd  even if h e  had c l ~ n g e d  his mind and  mde 
o, l a s t - u i n u t c  chnngc: 3f r o u t e ,  hn had n J  r e a s a n  t~ c m c c o l  t h e  
f a c t .  

I t  may be s u g g e s t e d  that S t c c e y ' s  i n i t i u l  m i s u n d e r e t u n d i n g  
when starting away w0.s due t~ :,he f%ct t h ~ i t  t h e  Rel ie f  l i n e  home 
and  d i s t a n t  firms a r e  m r r i e d  on a bracket  t o  t h e  r ight  of t h e  main 
p o s t ,  but t h i s  group af signals is  d i s t i n c t  a n d  m a l l  s i t e d ,  a n d  
admi t s  of n o  cmf 'u s ion  with r a a s ~ n a b l y  c a r e f u l  o b s e r v a t i m ,  f o r  
which S tnccy  had f u l l  q p u r t u r r i t y  f'rm his s t t n d i n g  s t a r t .  Once, 
however, he bcgan t3 th i~ l ; :  t l ~ t  I L L  was r u n n i n g  Jn t h e  Main line, it 
wtls uni.ikr;.ly thrkt he voul.-; L v ; ;  realincd his miotnke unti l  reaohlng 
N o r t  3n F'i t z w r r e n  d i s t u n  t 3i : ;n r ; l ;  a s  a l r e a d y  e x ? l a i n a d ,  t h e  
signals f J r  t h i s  l i n d  a rc '  l d c ; t z d  ta t h c  right of it, a n d  f'ram h i s  
p a s i t  i o n  on the  R e l i e f ,  they ~ c ! > d ~ r i ; d  u l i t t l e  f u r t h c r  t:, h i s  right 
t h a n  usua l ,  x h i c h  e v i d e n t l y  Cid n - ~ t  a rouse  h i s  s u s p i o i o n e .  

f e s t u r e  df stas.syfs evidence was his s u g g d s t i o n  t h a t  he 
did n a t  r ece ive  s n  ,Lu to rna t i c  T r u i n  C o n t r o l  s i r e n  m m i n g ,  o r  brake 
u p p l i c a t  i m  , a t  t h i s  ( t h e  I l ~ r t  3n ~ i t z v r a r r e r i )  dis tc .n  t signal, which 
should hive raminded him of t he  t rae o s i t i o n  and ave r t ed  t h e  
a c c i d e n t ;  on t h e  a t h e r  hand ,  he r e f a r r e d  t 3  z s i r e n  w a r n i n g  a t  t h a  
Yes5 J u n c t i o n  d i s t a n t  a t  t h e  end of  T a u n t a n  p l a t f o r m ,  and i n d e e d  
etresaeC the p a i n t .  T h e r e  can  be no d o u b t ,  however ,  tha t  the  
N o r t o n  F i t z w a r r e n  Rel ie f  d i s t a n t  was _uroper ly  at c n u t  i m ;  w i t h  t h e  
Main l i n e  s i p n l s  c l e a r ,  t he  i n t c r l o q k i n g  h e l d  t h c  l w e r  no rma l  I n  
t h e  frrme, a n d  t he  FnterUnkhg af t h e  b l o c k  w ~ u l d  have prevented 
the a c c e p t n n c e  of  % h c  p a s s e n g e r  t y n i n ,  i f  t he  arm had been d roop ing .  

r r 6  c l r e a d y  s t a t c i ,  t h e  .~u tomr : t i c  T r a i n  C o n t r o l  apptiratus,  both 
on tho g;.ounB a n d  m t h e  otlgine was proved  t a  b e  i n  p r o p e r  wark ing  
order  smn a f t e r  t he  ~ c c i d e n t ;  S t s c e y  ha2 been r e c e i v i n g  i t s  
i n d i c a t i m s  c a r r e c t l y  t h r o u g h w t  t h e  j o u r n e y ,  a n d  t he  l i k e l i h o o d  of 
the c o i n c i d e n c e  3f dangel9-s ide  f a i l u r e  x c u r r i c g  a t  t h e  . 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  momcnt when he wss making a m i s t a k e  a s  t o  t h c  r o ~ d  on 
which he  was running m:.;! b e  dismiascd. I can a n l y  assume t ha t  i n  
this r a spec t  a 1 6 3  h i s  memory w c s  c w f u s e d ;  h e  must hove c c n c e l l e d  
the  warning at t h e  N3r t3n  F ~ t z w a r r e n  ( ~ e l i c f )  distant , having r e g ~ r d  
t o  h i s  view 3f ths clear Main l i n e  s i g n a l s  ahead,  an2 n3t a t  t h o  
s tcrt  f r ~ m  T a u n t o n ,  wharo t h e  b e l l  woulC have sountled f o r  t h e  clanr 
d i s t a n t  f ~ r  the \ / 2 ~ t  J m c t i o n ,  1:s it d i d  on pcss ing  t h e  nex t  d i s t a n t  
f o r  S i l k  Mill. 

s t n : a y f s  u ~ c o u n t ,  c m f i r m c d  b y  c r l c u l u t i m ,  shows thet t h e  
engines o f  the  2 t r a i n s  2 l i :  n ~ t  ilraw l e v e l  u n t i l  ha r e a c h e d - N o r t  m 
F i t z w a r r e n  S t k t i o n  , when h2 rt;::lisec h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  mistske; 
a l t h o q h  s t i l l  300 to 400 p ~ C s  f r g m  t h e  c a t c h p ~ i n t s  (13 t 3  18 
s ~ c o n 2 s  a t  4 5  rn,>,h.) I X  K 6  c b v i m s l y  taken by  s u r p r i s e ,  t o o  l a t e  t a  
bring t h e  t r a i n  t~ n s t r l n  L' sr rn:ktcric,lly t o  r ~ d u c r j  6.22ed. 



8. The three d e t ~ n n t 3 r s ,  100 y u r d s  f u r t n a r .  cm, ware n 3 t  heard 
by 3tnsey,  n s r  by D r i v m  Hawkins 3f t h e  newspa:;er t r a i n ,  n o r  by 
Signnlman C a l e a  i n  Norton Fitzwarren bax,  b u t  a written etaternant 
was for thc~mir lg  fram t h ~  p r a p r i e t a r  3f the Railway H o t z l  ~ 1 x 1 s  by 
t h a t  he clear ly-d  t h r a e  d i s t i n e t  exp lo s ima ,  f o l l ~ w a d  by the  
n a i a e  3f t h e  dera$lmcqt. E a v i n g  regard ,  howevsr, t 3  Signalman 
C ~ l e s '  e v i d e n c e ,  a n G  t o  tile apparently cor roded  s t a t e  ~f t h e  t w o  
explodod cases in t h e  c l i p s ,  i t  seema doubt ' ful  whether t h e r e  were  
i n  f a c t  fresh detonators i n  the mechine 3n this 3ccss im;  but s o  
f a r  n s  the circumstances of this  a e o i d e n t  a r e  concerned,  the i r  
ax-plosi.on or  3tber.wise was jmmato~ial .  - T h e  necassitjr for 
c m s c i o n t i m s  a t t e n t i o n  to t h e  replacemant cif. such de ' tonc to r s  need8 
no emphasis. 

9(a) I t  i s  G i f f i c u l t  ta uunt i~rs tand t h e  mason8 For a lapee of 
t h e  k i n d  i n  c,uesf,ion 31. t he  part af- such a n ,  e x p e r i e n c e d .  Criver ,  whom 
reccjrd has hith6r.t.o bee'n ane 5 f ' c ~ n s i s t s n t  r e l i a b i l i t y ;  b G t . i n  . 

s p i t e  of his knowledge of the' r m d ,  t h e  er roneous  impression whioh 
he ga ined  on,leuving T a u n t s n ,  ancl r o t n i n e d  f o r  m x e  than 3 minutes, 
was a p p a r e n t l y  due, I n  the first i n s t n a o e ,  t a  failure t o  i n t e r p r e t  
c a r r e c t l y  R s imple  and well Zisplayed g r m p  of four s igna l  lights. 
Thereafter ,  theAutmmltl6 T r a i n  C m t r o l  w a r n i n g ,  received at t h e  
N o r t  on Fitzwarren d i s t a n t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  d i d  n o t  have the d e s i r e d  
e f f e c t ,  as it undsub teg ly  has in other caees (unrecorded)  when 
a c Iden t  ha S been prevented thereby. 

The iesue  is largely  psychol3gical; Dr iver  stacey was 
f i t  a n d  d i d  not lack res t ,  but I feel t h a t  hi8  breakdown may be 
p a r t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  operating c o n d i t i m s  in the Uack-.out, and to 
t h e  general s t rain (f3r example, his h ~ s e  a t  .&on b a d  bson 
recent ly  damaged) which,,!ailwa-y S e r v s n t e ,  i n  o:m.mon with  other 
members X' t h e  community9 2re underi:3ing at the :>resent time. 

- (b) It h a a  been suggeeted tha.t d r i v s r s  skould da spec i a l l y  
advised when trains running out c ~ f  couree are diverted  frm their 
normal  mute ,  a8 on t h i s  occoelon; but unexyocted diversions from 
one road t o  another of 'e &track  l i n e .  are n o t  uncmmon a t  any t ime, 
ae t h e  r e s u l t  of t r a f f i c  de lays ,  and in present  a i rcumstancea may 
omcur more often. I do not t h i n k  it is e i t h e r  necessary or 
p r a c t i c a b l e ,  as a general  ru le ,  t o  supplommt t h e  in fa rmat im given 
by the d i r e c t i n g  .sigml8, which, indeed,  are provided f o r  4 h i a  
very purpoee, 

(c) I have a l a o  considered w h e t h e r  Driver ~ t a c e y ' s  position on 
the r ight -hand side o f  t h e  fmt.s late ,  fie in t h i s  Camyanyfs p r a c t i c e  
oan have had any bearing on his f a i l u r e  to observe the s i p a l s  o n ,  
the l e f t -hand  side of t h e  rotid on which he  was running;  but i . n s p e 4 t i d n  
proved t h a t  there is no d m b t  zbaut the sa t i s fac tory  d i e p l a y  of the  . 

signals from $he r ight-hand s i d e ,  and h i s  own evidence seems t o  
dispose o f  t h i ~  cont  ingen..;-y. 

(a)  The arrangement of' tine Down Main signals t o  the r ight  of 
t h e  l i n e ,  owing t o  insufficient c learance  between the Main and 
Relief  lLnes, is ' o n e  of t h e  n o t  uncrommon ex*ept lons  t o  the general 
rule. If,they had b e e n  i n  t h e i r  usual p a s i t i o n  t a  t h e  left 3f t h e  
Down Ec;in, at Least Stacey. would have had a better chc.nce DP - 

r e a l i s i n g  h i s  mistake in t ime, as in that case their unaccustomed 
appearance t 3  t h e  r i g h t  from t he  Rel ief  line might have eerved as ' a  
reminder.  8irnilar mistakes have hccurred in t h e  p a s t ,  even in 
day l i f :h tm,  and s igna l s  havs been re - s i t ed  where t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s  may 



hnvc c m f i m e d  n driver's erroneous impression.  The p o s s i b i l i t y  3f 
mamentary c m f u s i m  in dcrknass a n d  bod weather is obviously 
g r o a t u r ,  and the  c i rcumstance8  af t h i s  c c c i d e n t  shaw that, whcre 
p a r a l l e l  lines exist, any stcps which a r e  reesmably  p r a c t . i c & b l e  
shauld bc: taken t 3  site s igno l s  where t h e y  onablo drivers 
i n s t i n c t i v e l y  ta verify thc  l i n c  3n which they arc t r a v e l l i n g .  

3 i a n d a r Z i s a t i o n  sf yrac t ic t :  i n  t h i s  res2ect is, I believe, 
i n ~ i ~ t ~ d  on nbrosd,  ~ n 2  is fclirljr g m e r a l  i n  t h i s  c x m t r y ,  c l ea r ly  
overy assistxnce shoula bs , ,-iv,n t . 2  t h e  Signal i n g i n e e r  t a  p lace  
h i s  6ign:l le  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  nnC n d t  m l y  where be c;.n b e s t  f i n d  raom. 
I t h i n k  t ha t  t h i s  p 3 i n t  s h a u l d  rccc ive  c l o s c r  a t t e n t i m  in 
c c m n e c t i m  w i t h  any  ncw widen ing8  t h a t  may be u n d e r t ~ k e n ,  a n d  when 
o p p o r t u n i t y  occurs ,  i t  w m l d  bs well t o  reviaw the  p o s i t i m  at 
Taun ton  and a t  3tncr p l aces  whcrc t h e r e  are p a r a l l e l  lines. . 

( e )  I alsa recommend that  n s h o r t  length of t r a c k  coverod 
with sand, t c ~  a c t  4 s  a drag , .  s'nc~uld be added t c ,  t h i s  and ~ t h a r  
c a t  c h p o i n t  S i n  s im i l a r  s i t u a t i o n ' s  whers p a r a l l e l  r u n r l i n g  lines 
convarge. A t h o u g h  it i s  doub t fu l  whether such a sand drag of 
o r d i n a r y  l e n g t h  would hava p r a v a n t e d  t h e  p a r t i a l  derai lment  af t h e  
passenger train on this accas ion ,  thd r e t a r d a t i o n  would 
presumably have been more ,?radual, c a d  the d e a t r u c t  i v e  effect , 
braught  e.bout by t h e  sudden stoppage, would have baen reduced. 

I hove the h m w r  t3 be* 
Sir, 

Your o b e d i ~ n ?  Se rvan t ,  

(sea) A.N.L. MOUNT. 

Li out, C:) l on al. 

The Searetmy, 
M i n i s t r y  of Trans )a r t .  


