
MINPSTRY OF WAR TRANSPOIZrr ENQUIRY INTO ACCIDENT 
AT POTTERS BAR ON; 1 CTH BmRUARY, 1 946, HELD AT 

LIVERPOOL STREET ON 15TH FEBRUARY 1 946 
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~ n g i n e e r '  s Department. 

M r .  G. B. Barton, Engineer (London), Kin ' S Cross. 
M r .  A. Mass, Ass i s tan t  to Engineer ? Signa l s ) ,  King's Cross. 
M r .  H. S. Davies, D i s t r i c t  Engineer, King's Cross. 

Fhief  Mechanical p la ineer  ' S Depar tmont. 

M r .  G.H. Taylor, 

M r .  P, C. Barker, 

Mr. A.E. Goss, 
Mr. W. J. Cleaver, 

Ass i s tan t  Carr iage  & Wagon Works Manager, 
Doncast er.  
Outdoor Carriage 8 Wagon Ass i s tan t ,  
Bounds Green, 
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National  Union of Railwaymen. 
Associated Society of Locomotive 
mincers and Firemen. 



LIST OF WITNESSES. 

Lineman Edward Cornell .....,...,... POTTERS BAR. 

Driver Stanley Trigg ............... KINO'S CROSS. 

Fireman Leonard James Dungate ...,.. KING'  S CROSS. 

Guard  Mrs. ~ l o r e n c e  b(ay Haden ...... KING' S CROSS. 

B i r  eman Rober t Edgar Har eley ....... GRANTHAM. 

Guard Wilfred John p e l l i n g  ......... KINO'S CROSS. 

Fireman George Sims ................ PETERBOROUGH. 

Guard John Willlam Chappell ........ DONCASTER. 

Signalman (teorge Thomas Baines ..... POTTERS BAR SIGNAlrBOX. 

Signalman Colin charloa W i l l i s  ..... MARSHMOOR SIGNALBOX. 

Signalman Harold s tan ley  Colbort ..'. QREENWOD SIGNALBOX. 

Drivers Charles Inmonger of Grantham 
and Sidney Thomas Churchill  o f  Peterborough 
were not su f f i c i en t ly  recovered t o  enable 
them t~ ba present  to  glve evidence. 

I n  attendance :- 

Sydney Ramond Mille, Chief s igna l  & Telegraph 
Inspector,  King's cross. 



LIEUT. COL. SIR ALAN MOUNT' S OPENING STATEMENT :- 

I n  opening the Enquiry the Minister  has asked nfe ' te  
express h i s  sympathy w i t h  the r e l a t i v a s  of those who died, and 
those who were injured. I exgect you have the numbers avai lable .  
We had b e t t e r  deal  with t h a t ,  and then I should l i k e  a br ief  
statement of hoe the r e l i e f  work was ca r r i ed  out ,  the ass i s tance  
rendered, what medical a id  was ava i lab lc ,  etc . ,  and when the  
l i n e s  were cleared. We could then,go on t o  the information 
r e l a t i n g  to the  t r a i n s  and the  engines concerncd - there  were 
three  passenger t r a i n s  concerncd In t h i s  case - a n d  the damage to 
the stock and the  pennanbnt way. I then want the  Aumber~'gf 
the passengers i n  each t r a i n ;  wherc the c a s u a l t i e s  occurp'qd.; 
the  t r a i n  l i gh t ing ,  buffering,  types of stock, and descr ip t ton  
of col l iaion.  Then I w i l l  dea l  with the statements af- the men 
who, are avai lable.  I ga ther  the Drivers  of the  Up and Down 
Expresses a r e  not  hore, b u t  is the Ward of the Up Express? 

Mr. Johnson. Y08. 

S i r  Ulan. And the  Fireman? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. . , 
S i r  Aim. And the  FY,remun of  tho Down Express? 

Mr. Johnson. Yea. . . . , 

. . ..., . . 
S i r  Alan. And t h e  Driver and piroman af t h e ~ ~ h e a l  . . t r a i n ?  

&,L, * , - . , 

M r .  ~ohneon.  Yes, and the  woman Guard.  * <  ,; 

,. . . , . .  . , . . .. , . ... . ... I " , r ;  ? 
S i r  A lan  continued :- , . 

A s  you know, the Enquiry is pr imar i ly  from the technical  
point of view, onb we have gc t  t3 ccnsider  if we held a l l  of i t  i n  
public,  whether the  s tatemeats  of 111 o r  some of the man would 
prejudice them from the l a g a l  poiilt OS view. 80 we w i l l  get  as 
f a r  a s  pe can, and then I s h a l l  have t o  considor whether we hear 
the r e s t  of the  ovidenca i n  pr ivate .  

. >  ' 
< r  .Mr. Johnson then made the  following . s t a W e n t  ' .;. .- . ' .. ' 

I r e g r e t  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  a t  approximately TO- 7p.m. on 
the 1 0 t h  Bebruary, 1946, the  9-32p.m. pessenger t r a i n  fY?otn Hatf ie ld  
t o  King's Cross, cons i s t i ng  of two quadruple inner  suburban coach 
Bets hauled by Engine 2679, became dera i l ed  whi ls t  appi-oaching 
Po t te r s ,Bar  &a-tion on the  Up Slow Line. The dera i l ed  veh ic les  
rauled the Up find Down Main Lines  and wore almost iinmedl€Itt?ly 
run in to  by the  9-45p.m. express passengar . t ra in  from K i n g s  Cross 
to Edinburgh, ,bonsi$t ing of 13 vehic les ,  hauled by Engine-4876. 
A t  t h i s  time the  5- 0p.m. express passenger t r a i n  from Bradford t o  
King's Cross, Consisting of  10 vehic les ,  hauled by Engine 4833 
was approaching on t h e  Up Main Line and t h i s ,  i n  turn,  became 
involved i n  the  co l l i s i on .  

. T.he engine o'r t h e  9-j2p.m. t r a i n  from ~ a t f  i&d ran in to  
the bu f f e r  s tops a t  the  North end of P o t t e r s  Bar S ta t ion  platform 
and was dera i led  a l l  wheels; the leading three  coaches of the 
t r a i n  were almost completely demolished, the  fou r th  was badly 
damaged and the r e a r  f b u r  coaches remained on t h e  rails. The 
engine and t h e  s i x  leading coaches of the  9-45p.m. express passenger 



. . 
tmw f ram King' cl;bss wire dera i led ,  w h i l s t  ..tt&'engifi&.;and ": .. 
lea&% - c w h .  of the. 5- 0p.m. express frpin Bradford , . were a l so  
dera i led ,  -the engind coming t o  r e s t  on i t s ,  side.. , . , .  : . :. ,: , . ' . . , . ,  . . . .  

. . .  

am infbnned: t ha t  $our passengers 
t r a i n  a r e  -still: detained i n  
that so . far , ,as : - I  have been 
petljons ,are making . . 

An immediate c a l l  f o r  ass i s tance  was sen t  out,. med$cal 
a i d  be ing  avai lable within f i v e  minutes of the  acoident ,  and 
l o c a l  members of the Metropolitan Po l i ce  were a l s o  quickly on , 
t h e  scene. The P o t t e r s  B a r  Council Ambulance, the W&-lbWe ' . 
Haagi ta l  Ambulance, Barnet, and the East Barnet Council 
Ambulance were summoned a t  l 0-1 2p.m. Although no p r e c i s e  . . '  
records  a r e  avai lable  of t h e i r  times of a r r i v a l  on the aeene 
t he se  ambulances l e f t  t h e i r  depots a t  10-1 5p.m. , 10-26psm. &lid 
I&jOp.m.  reepect ively and were a$ p o t t e r s  Bar s t a t i o n  Within a 
very  few minutes. Doctors G. Lang, W. Park po r t e r ,  B ~ i d g e t '  
Noone and Mary A l l i n  of P o t t e r s  Bar, together  with the 
wmbulances mentienet, rendered invaluable ass is tance; .  and t h e  
injuped p e r w m  were conveyed t o  t h e  p o t t e r s  Bar Hospital  and 
the Wellluruse Hospital ,  Barnet, without delay a f t e r  rece.iVbg 
first  aid treatment on t h e  s p o t ,  As&stance wae a l so  given by . . 
a number of l o c a l  r e d d a t a  and by passengers o f f  the tralne . .. 
involved. 

. . 
., . . . - .-.. . .-I should l i k e  t o  express t h e  Compwy'.e, apprecia t ion 

of the :.excellent work done by a l l  concerned. , . .  ., 
. . . * . .  

. - .  .. 
. . .  . , 

. A s  a r e s u l t  of the  accident the  Up a d  ~ & . b ~ i r ~ ' a f ~ d ' .  
Slow Lines were blacked and extensive d*age,:'Was done t o  the  
Permanent Way and s ignal l ing .  The .King."s, Cross "breakdown 
vans and steam crane were ordered a t  10-30$.m. ; leaving'  King's 
Cross a t  1246a.m. a n d  a r r i v i n g  a t  .$he scene of.,the..mishap a t  
l -50a.m. The Peterborough breakdown vans and ' a t e& crane 
were a l s o -  ordered t o  the .scene,.  -.leaving Peterbgrough a t  

. 22- 8a.m. ~d reaching pott.eys, Bar a$. ,..;r 2-25a.m. ' . ' ' . . . . .~ , . . . 
. ' - ~. . 

'' .:.i . :  . . r .  : . ' I . '  
. . . The ~ o m  M&:. and ~ w i  ~ 1 6 ~ :  L&* ;were . re+?n&a:,for ' 

traPf ic a t .  6-55p.m. : on 1 -l .$h. F.brua.ry,. and,. the..Up M a i n  : ~ d . . ~ U p  ' ... 
SlowLines  a t  12- 5a.m' and .2-. , .bki~.i . , ,  .reap:ec,t&vely,on'~2th.!~.~~;:. ' 

February. A s  the!  r e s u l t  of damag& to  khg, signal1:ing;: '' :, LW: 

i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  a l l .    own t r a i n s  are;  being: p+~ioned.  . , .  . ,: : . No'Mmil . .  ! , l  

' working is - in  .operation..an t h e  U~. ,L lne~ . ,  . ,. - .  . . . . . .  . . . . . ,. . . .*  
> .  

, ,, : ,..,: . . : ' , ,  ,., . ' 

&ring the., % i m e  t h e  l&& were'bloeked bba3,n' &%tie ' . ' l  " ,  

t r a i n s  and t r a i n s  t o  and from the' CainQr+dg.e .BrariOh:.v.ia 
H i  tchin  were d iver ted  v i a  Hertfox?d, connecEirig s h u t t l e  se rv ices  

. being ptit i n t o .  operat ton be,t,w.een .,:- :.,, , ,  . P .. . .. ... . . . .. 
, . . S .  . . . .. 

' . 

. . I .  H i t c h h i :  ~ t e v e n a ~ e  a i d   atf field. 
. ~ ,  . ;2: King's c r o s s  and New B a r n e t  . , .  

,,, . , .  . 
. . ' L  '. . . .  ' . . . ,  :. 

.':L. :::::: :,:::..':tzn adai.&n, a Ifpush and i . u l l l '  service  w i ~ .  i n s t i t u t e d  
between New Barnet, Hadley Wood and P o t t e r s  Bar, and a ' bus  
se rv ice  was &so put  i n to  operat ion between New Barnet and 
Hatf ield.  



1 should l i k e  t o  express,  on behalf of the  
Directors  and the Management o f  the  L. N. E. R. t h e i r  
sympathy with the  r e l a t i v e s  of the passengers who were 
f a t a l l y  in jured,  and a l s ~  to express t h e i r  re,gret to 
those who sustained i n j u r y  i n  t h i s  unfortunate accident.  

S i r  Alan Mount then r a i s ed  t h e  following points:-  

S i r  Alan. 10- 7prm., t h a t  was the  time of 'the accident? 

Mr. Johnson.Approxirnately, yes. 

S i r  Alan. Where were the  passengers who were k i l l e d ?  

Mr. Johnson. I n  the  l o c a l  t r a in ,  the 9-32p.m. from Hatf ield.  

S i r  Alan. Which carr iage?  

Mr.Johnsan.we cannot be c e r t a i n  of that ;  We know it was 
a very  l i g h t l y  loaded t r a in .  

S i r  Alan. How many passengers? 

&. Johnaon. Approximately 30. 

S i r  Alan. O f  whom two were k i l l e d , .  and how many in jured?  

Mr. Johnson. Eight injured.  

S i r  Alan. Were t h e ' m i v e r  and Fireman of  the  l o c a l  t r a i n  
in jured?  

~ r . j o t m u n m o ;  . . they suffered from shock. 
. . .  

S i r  Alan. . :What about t h e  C-~?srr;? . , 

Mr. Jo~8On.The  Guard of the  l o c a l  t r a i n  was s l i g h t l y  
injured.  

S i r  Alan. How many people were i n  the Down express? 

MP.Sobnson.About 64 F i r e t  and 531 T h i r d ,  a  t o t a l  of 595. 

S i r  Alan. Some 595 passengers i n  the  Down Express, of 
whom one was s l i g h t l y  injured. Driver 
Inmonger and Fireman Harsley, a l so  Ouard 
P e l l i n g  a l s o  suffered from shock. There were 
some 450 paseengers i n  the  Up Express, of 
whom two were s l i g h t l y  in jured,  and Driver 
Churchi l l  and Fireman Sims were s l i g h t l y  
in ju red  and suffered from shock. Is  t h a t  
r i gh t ?  * 

M r .  JoMaon Yea. 

S i r  Alan. Altogether  o u t  of some 1,075 passengers two 
were k i l l e d ,  11 were s l i g h t l y  in jured,  a lso  
six Con&+anyqs sexvants. 

S i r  Alan. Why was the l o c a l  t r a i n  so l i g h t l y  loaded? 

& b S & W A O L  It .a EorVLsOting t r a i n  from Hatf ie ld  t o  
Looclon, and fol lows o b s e l y  on a f a s t  t r a i n ,  
eo t h a t  it only serves l ooa l  s t a t i ons .  



S i r  klan.  

Mr. Musgrave. 

Sir Alan. 

M r .  Taylor. 

&ir.Alan. 
. . 

Mr. Taylor. 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. Taylor. 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. Taylor. 

Sir Alan. 

Mr. Taylor. 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. Taylor. 

The l o c a l  t r a i n ,  the 9-32 from Hatf ie ld ,  
consisted of two quadruple inner  suburban 
coach sets, hauled by engine 2679. What 
i s  t h i s  type? 

Hauled by tank engine 2672.0&2 %M, . . f i t t ed  
with t h e  vacuum brake on:'trll '  coupled wheels, 
and operat ing b rakes  on a l l  .w&els of the 
t ra in .  Engine weight :is'?$ tons, 9 cwts . ,  

-'in working order ,  The t r a i n  wei'gbt; was 
168 tons 3 cwts. .: Ea&.quadruple s e t  $6, 
Carried on 5 bogies. The t o t a l .  l e n . g h . o f  t h e  
1oca.l t r a i n  was 375 f t .  3& ins: (over the ,: 1 
engine a s  well). The first three  coaches 
of the l o c a l  t r a i n  weye.completeSy wrecked) 
and the frames o f .  the  f irst  two ..weFa'~carried 
forward by the engine of the.  Down t ra in? . .  , - . a . 
The frame of .the t h i r d  vehic le  yepained on 
the  s i t e ;  th ree  compartments of t h e  fgpp th ' ' . .  . 
vehic le  were wrecked, but t h e .  frame. w a 8  ' ' 

i n t ac t .  It was on the crossover. The 
remaining fou r  c.oaches of the: r e a r  quadruple .-. 
set were untouched'except f o r  the  .*ar"end "' 

of t h e  l a s t  coach, which wae ' s l i gh t ly  @paged' 
by contact  w i t h  tn'tYfeading c.oach ~ Q Z  <the 
Down express. ~ h a t , a c t i o n , S f  any, ,.. ,.,, d i d : l  , . .  "'. 

a r t i c u l a t i o n  have o n t h i s  dapa&s?: . . --, 
, . ~ . ,  . . . , . . ,::. ,, ... . . : .  . . . . . .  . .,. . , . . .  . . : ,. 

, .. I would suggest no'?: any, sirt ,-i . . . .  . . .  . - . .  . . .  . ,. . ,.: ,. ,.r " "' . .~ 

why? . . . . . .  
,, . ..... 

Because the  speed was such t h a t '  f e.rq?ne.@ ' '. 

betwoen aai a r t i c u l a t e d  vehic le  and a :  sgr'ing . . 
bdrne bu f f e r  loaded vehic le  :would no t  be sp.::i~ , ' 

not iceable ,  and the de'railment wgsprfmar i ly  . . ,  
due a lso  . t o  s p l i t t i n g  the  po in t s  be-tween the?: : ' ' '  
first and second bogies. I , ,  . .  

: : . .  

Owing to the pos i t ion  ih'which thk. 'bbgies ' . 
were subsequently found, it i s  asawed t h a t  : ,A,  , . '  
t h e  po in t s  were moved betw~.ee~"the  'T i r s t  and ........ 
second bogies of . . t h e  leading . coachp,: . , ,  .. . + 

. '  ' ' ,  
. ..< 

. . . i (  
. . 

I .  . . . . . .  ... Ye& ' . . . .  1 
. . 

3 , '  . 
Therefore the  weight o f .  ti$eC.'r e&r ,:&f :. the  , train 
pushed ,these f ron t  two -.coaches fue the r  s.@ut? 

. . .  '., '' ,.. , ,, ., . . . .  . . 
I would suggest that .  . " ' .  . >  . .  .. . .  , P .  . 

. : .: . , . . 
Hence- t h e ,  fou l ing  of t h e -  b+wn::~aih L ine?  '. 

. . . . 
., 

: ' ; ~  . . . .  . . yes. 
. . 

Those frames, were they found coupled together? 



S i r  Alan. 

Mr. Johnson. 

sir Alan. 

Mr. Taylor. 

N r r  Taylor. 

sir Aan. 

Mr. Taylor. 

S i r  A% 

M r .  Taylor. 

What happened? 

The engine carried forward the under-frame 
of the second coach i n  $rant of  i t ,  and 
dra ged the  under-frame of the f i rs t  coach , 
w i t  f it; the rtght-h~nd buffer of the engine 
caught the unclsr-frame a t  the Qpticulated end, 
1t dragged the frame of the $ i r a t . c ~ a c h ,  and 

ushed the frame of the second coach ahead of ?. t  hi right-hand aid9 gf the engine of the Down 
t r a i n  h i t  the under-frme of the f irst  vehicle 
a t  the t r a i l i ng  end, i.e., a t  the ar t iculated 
end, then etruck the frame of the second coach 
i n  the oentre on the left-hand side o f  the 
vehicle facing north, carrying t h i s  frame on 
tho f ron t  or t h e  engine and buckling it i n  the 
shape of a l e t t e r  "U", 

The Down t ra in  was t ravel l ing a t  normal speed, 
a t  40 - h5 D.prh.9 

Tht, Down Exgrees, engine V42, tyge, &876, 2-6-2 
tJr90, weighing Ik5 tone 2 cwte. i n  working order, 
operating the vacum brake on a l l  wheels of the 
t ra in  fatoopt thti a m t m  pa i r  of the six-wheeled 
van. The t r a i n  weighed 383 tons 13 owts., and 
*he first six oonchea were derailed. The 
lending left-hand buffer of the leading coaoh 
pukOtUred the tender and reieed i t  up. The 
f ront  of the engine came to r e s t  130 yards north 
of the eignal box, loaning dver t o  the right.  
There Were eix coaches derailed. The t r a in  was 
buck-eye coupled throughout, except f o r  the 
f r a i l  ing vanr screw-coupled a t  the tender. 
Did the buokeJte have any effcot on keeping these 
coaches straight? 

Ys8, definitely.  The buckcye cbupling kept 
the  adachee together and provented telescoping. 
It held tho aholo t ro ln  together. 

Da YOU think it kopt the f i b s t  s i x  ooachos i n  
l ine?  

The Up Expreee ooneieted of 10 coaches hauled 
by engine 4833, V.2 type, 2-6-2, w i t h  slx- 
wheeled tender, operating the vacuum bmke on 
BR6 coupled wheels, and on a l l  wheels of the 
tq$n. The engine welghed" l45 tone 2 cwto., 

".e rgbg Order; the coaches weighed 307 tons 
3 o r  8.  The t r a i n  was buckeye coupled- 
throughout, and e lec t r i ca l ly  lighted throughiut. 
Wae the other e lec t r i ca l ly  lighted? 

Yes, except the rear  vaii; 

The engine overturned to the l e f t ,  adjacent to,  
or imnediately alongside the engine of the Down 
t r a in ,  and the f irst  coach was derailed ' a l l  
W-1s. What caused the derailment? 

I do not b o w .  



. . ;\ 

gir PJ-. . save Che C-ompanyl s off i-cer2,.:&.oqs.idered the 
. . , . cause o,f %he . eng ine  ove~%u;&ing,? 

. . .  
. . . . .  . . ..c - . .  . :  . . . .  

U h  JckuSim. The theory i ' s , . t h a t  . . .  the Down engine. , a t ruck  the 
. , 

Up engine. - The evidence  o f  one w i t n e s s  
. , ind ica tes  t h a t  the  Up Express d i d  come to  a . . .  . . . . atand, and it i s  therefore  our. conclusion;~that  

i t  was the. engine. o f  the  Dowti.$x&?ress t h a t .  
s t ruck  the eiigihe of th,e ;Up Ewmss and threw 
i t  over, and. .af$fkwards';'$en$ 0ye.r. t o  the  r i g h t  
i t s e l f .  : ~he.;$$gine; had'.  the.,d-ibris round it. 

, . . . v .. . . 
S , .  .* . . 

S i r  Alan. Are you -suggesY&g. thrit the. :8n&ne of the Up 
t r a i n  waa at,.<a't%tand ... when i $ . ~  

. turn&' over? .??;A. ., , 
i ' 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. , . .  
. . 

Sin Uan.  And you base t h a t  on the evidence'of the ..... 
~iaeman? . .  :~ 

..... 
... 

Ibr. rhtuswur, Yes. . . .  
, . ,  .. . .  

S i r  Alan. ... . .i 

Mr. : . .  . . : .  . : . . .  . / : ,  . - ... .. ;; .xg.t: .  . 

S i r  ALw. / .  .. ;,' 
. . . .  . . , , '.i . . . .  .. . . .  

. . . .  . . ,.. , 

. . . . .  
8 . .  .... . . , .:. . . .  . * .. ,.. .;, ; 

Mr. J ~ s o n ; . - i , . ~  .. , the .'t?vi.d6&e, i.&ed.ia.td$' aftarwards, within 
a. mat ter ,  o.f secmds. .:",;i&fqf$~tr .I:.%-: 

. . ; .  , '  1. & .$ WQ3 . ? L 

S i r  ~ l a n . .  : S'o . , & a  f e ~ i $ e c o n d s  . a f t e r  $&.~7p&@,;;&ht. the  
. Down :%r'a'hi ' c@e; : t b  a stknd, '&nd"your suggerrtion 
, , Is tha t  -'t h i .  p $?:in w.38 p t  . . ~ ~ ;  ... @W$tt&+&r*dy , 

. . .  t $ \  jb 7*i*m,? .v- . . .  
. . . \, . , +X: : :, . . 

,; 
M r .  Johnson. ... . .  . @:-the evidence of the  Lineman that;,tpain-W& 

come to a stand. 

Mr. 

S i r  

Mr. 

Sir 

Mr. 

9- 

Mr. 

Barton. .'.T50 ft. . , . . p  . _  
. . <. . .,:i . 

. . . . . . . . .  . . .  ::i . , . .  . . . ' . : . C V  . . .  . . .  ;.,:.. . , , .  . - .  . . .  * . .  ? S , + : :  . , ,. ... ,*-. . 
U a n .  . . .  ' mat :SS it c l e a r  ,@&+the w&sov&? . . . . . . . . . .  .. . . ,,a- ..,. . . 

* .  . . 
Barton. ' About 60 ft. .. . . . .  , . . . 

~...$ 

Si r  Alan. The en6$l.de of the l o c a l  t r a i n  ca r r i ed  forward 
the  Qsad W by about i ts  own length? 
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QiD Alan. What is the  length of t h e  engine? 

Mr. Musgrave.37 ft.  l1 ins. 

S i r  Alan. Dc you not  pu t  sand drags a t  t h i s  s o r t  of 
dead end? 

Mr. Barton. Not a t  a  p lace  so  near  t o  the platform. 
Not j u s t  f o r  a  trap. 

Sir Alan. Is t h i s  a l s o  used as a shunting neck? 

Mr. Moss. yes, it is used a s  a  shunting spur. 

S i r  Alan. Signal  J permits  the enginc %o go up  t o .  the- ,  
dead end? 

Mr. Moss, Yes. 

S i r  Alan. 3 locks crossover No.7 normal. 

Mr. Moss. Yes. 

S i r  klan. 2 5 locks the croesover normal? 

Mr. Moes. yes. 

S i r  A l a h  And 1 2  requ i res  crossover 7 and t h e  bar 47 
. "  

Mr. Moss. Yes, t h a t  is correc t .  

S i r  Alan. The bar  s tands  normally out? And does 3 
requ i re  the  bar?  

Mr. Moes. Yes, 3 i s  re leesed 'sy No.4. 

S i r  klan. 12 is therefore  locked by No.7 normal. 

Mr. Moss: Def in i te ly .  

S i r  Alan. I1 and 14 - i s  1 4  locked by 7 pulled? 

M r .  Moss. 7 l ocks  1 4  dead. 

S i r  Alan.., ' Ha-S, t h a t  been checked? .., 
. , )& ' M ~ ' ~  . ,  y B ' :  

' S.. , . . ~. 
,. . .  i. . < .  . , , , , /  

S i r  ~ l a n ;  l "croe&v& p o i n t s  7 locks 14 b o ~ m l , . :  and can 11 
' ' beobta.$ned w i t h  7  e i t h e r  way? 

Mr. Moss. Yes, 11 i s  released by 4 and 4 w i l l  lock 7 both 
ways. 

S i r  Alan. These a re  long burning o i l  lamps, a r e  they? 

Mr. Moss. Yes, sir. . .  

S i r  Alan. And the  a i s t ance  of  the Inner Homes from the box? 

Mr. Moss. 340 yards from the  box to the Inner Home. The 
Outer Homes a r e  542 yards from the  Inner Homes. 



. 
sir  .W 

Mr. Moss. 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. Moss. 

Str m* 

Mr. Moss. 

S i r  Alan. 

M r .  MORS. 

S i r  Alan. 

M r .  Johnson. 

Sir Alan. 

Mr. Johnson. 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. Johnson.. 

S i r  Alan. 

M r .  Johnson. 

S i r  Alan. 

M r .  J O b a s o a .  

S i r  A l m . .  

S i r  Alan. 

Why a r e  these Inneqi.H~mef$.~out so. f a r ?  . : ,  

Why a r e  they 340 yards away from the 
junction? Why a r e  they ne t  brought i n  
nearer? 

. , . . , .  . . 

They have been the re  about 30 years,  so far  
a s  my records show. They a re  outs ide  the  
siding.. . 1 . .  .; . . . 

. ~ .  . 

And the d o l l  o f  ' t h e  Main Line s i g n a l  i s  
located  over t h e  Slow Line? . . .  .:'..; . . !L 

But the  Outer Homes a r e  nearer  iq? The. 
d o l l  of the  Main Line i s  about over  the  
Main Line? 

Yes. Wider spacing. 
. . 

1s there  any q u e s t i o n o f  the o i l  i n  td&lamp6? 
were they good l i g h t s ?  . . . 

I have $ever h e a r d ~ m y  complaint. 

This l oca l  t r a i n ,  can you t e l l  .me was .it 
on time? 

. . . . .  .* . c .  ,: j , .  : . . :,. ? , , . . . .  
No. about 20 minutes l a tb .  

. . . . . .  . . . . .  ., . . . ......... .. : 
p o t t e r s  Bar i$ 13 n i i e s .  from Ldndon? 

The box . t a  the  nor th  of P a t t e r s  Bar i g  . 
Marshmoor, mileage 15$ from London, 3 miles  ' 
nor th  of P o t t e r s  Bar. Marshmoo$ work8 the  
crossover on the south s ide  of Brookmane 
park  s t a t i o n  leading from Up Slow to  up MUIsrin? 

It a l s o  works the Up Slow Intermediate B l ~ c k  
Home which i s  operated f o r  every t r a i n  by 
No.4 l e v e r  i n  Marshmoor Box. The Up .Main 
Intermediate Block Home s igna l ,  however, works 
automatical ly,  and is only replaced t o  danger 
by l e v e r  when i t  is neoessary to work the 
connee tion, What is the  block worklpg- , 
between M a r s h o r  and Po t t e r s  Bar? 

Track c i r c u i t  and t r a i n  ddeacrlbing bell.. 

And the  operat ion on the  o the r  s ide  of 
p o t t e r s  B a r  Fs by..,train describer? . 
BY b e l l  describing. 

B o t h  l i n e s  on e i t h e r  side, being continuously 
t r ack  cdwilited? 

Exaegt f o r  a sb r t  lenkth. b.etween the. Up Slow 
and Up Main Inner Homes and the Up Main 
s t a r t e r .  

Is the  l o c a l  traSn booked to s top  a t  BrOoIonans 
Park? 

Hr. Johneen. 



S i r  Alan. Is Brookmans Park i s land platform served by 
both Up Slow and Up Main? 

M r .  ~durso~. yeis. 

Sir Alan. I t  l e f t  Hatf ield 20 mir,l~'ces l a t e ,  m d  stopped 
where? . - 

Mr. Johnson. Including s igna l  delays? 

S i r  Alan. Were there  s igna l  delays? 

M r .  Johnson. Yes, .it was stopped by signair: a t  f i a t f i e ld  
Up Slow Advance S t a r t e r .  

S i r  klan. Why? 

Mr. Johnson. Waiting c l e a r  of a previous t . ra in  on the Up 
Slow Line, which was the 7-15p.m. passenger 
t r a i n  from Peterborough to King's Cross. 

S i r  Alan. So the re  were two t r a i n s  on the  Up slow 
running block to block? 

Mr. Johnson. yea. 

S i r  ALan .  Where was t h i s  f irst  slow t r a i n  stopped? 

Mr. Johnson. I t  stopped i n  Natf i c l d  s ta t ion .  I& .would 
be turned to Slow l i n e  (Platform Road). 
The stopping t r a i n  would be s t a r t ed  from the 
bay. T h i s  t r a i n ,  being a connection, follows 
the Peterborough t r a in .  

S i r  klan.  - .The Petc~?~ci.sc.g;. t r j j n  d i d  not  stop? 

M r .  Johnson. 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. ~ohnson .  

S i r  Alan. 

M r .  Johnaon. 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. Johnson. 

S i r  Alan. 

Yes, a t  iIa t f 2 . t - l d ,  

D i d  i t  stop a t  p o t t e r s  Bar? 

NO. 

I t  oame through on the Up Slow Line? 

Ye&. S 

Over crossover No. 71 

yes. , . . 

A t  what time d i d  it pass  through p o t t e r s  Bar? 

Mr. Johnson. 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. Johnson. 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. Johnson. 

S i r  Alan. 

I t  passed through P o t t e r s  Bar a t  10- 3p.m. 

What time was $he accident? 

10- 7p.m. 

So you had a t r a i n  over t h i s  road a t  10- 3p.rn.l 

Yes. 

Then why d i d  t h i s  l o c a l  t r a i n  follow t h i s  
o the r  t r a i n  on the  slow LineP 



Mr.. Jabwon. With- the expresses following it would have 
t o  be sent slow Line. 
/ .. . .  , , . .  

&La- Uan. The l o c a l ' t r a i n  wa.s run on:i$he s l d w  ifn&'-*- 
because of the  two Up expresses;,-t.he.5:. 0p.m. 
from Bradford and the  5-jQp?pim. b ~ r ~ ~ ~ , L . , e e d  S? 

... 2 

. . .  , . 
M r .  Jobnscn. Yes. .. . . . . ~ z .  - .  

L .  ..I-.. 
. . . .  .. 

sir Alan. Is t h i s  a normal booking thkn? 
. . 

,. . . .  . 
M r .  Job-. It d e f i n i t e l y  follows the peterb6rough t ~ a i n .  

. . 
S i r  Alan. Was the Peterborough t r a i n ' l a t e ?  

Mr. Johnson. Yes. 

sir Uan. That was the cause of the  gelay  t o  the, l o c a l  
t r a i n ?  

. . ,. . . , . .  .. . , : .  .. ,... :: .:.,; 
Mr. Johnson. Yes. . .... ; . , ,  . , .  . . . 

. , 
1 ::. 

Sip- Alan. How long has t h i s  t r a i n  been working? 
, :. 

>: . .,.. '.-L ,'~' .. 
M r .  Johnson. A t  l e a s t  s ince  0ctober :i;st;. 

S i r  Alan. Why d i d  the Peterborough; GO S&y - . -&. .  nn , ; thte . .  , :..' 
o cc: asian? 

: . ,, . . I%, 
~, 

Mr. Jobsa~ .  Because there was an Up express ?l;o'th &bay 
,. . . . . coming along 0n the Main &ine,..:,$&t. ,..is. why 

. . ho ran the  Peteriborough cm the  SlowLfrie. 
- 

, < '  . . . . .  ,: 

' sir ~ia i i .  Then a r e  the s e  U p  Main. slow XSsaes being 
used indiscriminately? : 

Mr. Jbhnson. A s  necessary. - 
Sir Alan. . When was the Slow Line converted $'corn . a l  Goode . . ,.. .: . , ,  t o  a Passenger Line? 

M r .  Johpsoa. On 6 th  January. 
. .  . m ,  sir Alan. What has been the  delay  i n  thiit$ . ~. 

. . .  . 
M r .  M o ~ s .  In  what way, s ib? . . 

S i r  Al.-. We authorised t h i s  as being a PaesengeP Line 
a long time ago. The crossover Was authorised 
a t  Marshmaor i n  February, 1942, but it was 
authorised t o  be turned over f r o v  Goods t o  Slow 
i n  Ju ly  '45. I was wondering why i f  had taken 
w c h  a long time, . . 

M r .  ~ o b n .  We had the  a u t b r 1 t y  i n  Augus.t, 1945. 

Sls Alan. But you d i d  not  t u rn  i t  till January? 

Mr. Moss. It was original1.y programmed i n  the  l ak&r  p a r t  
of  the year. It appeared i n  t h e  bdok i n  the 
week beXore bu t  was postponad., 



Mr. Johnson. 

S i r  Alan. 

M r .  Johnson. 

sir Alan. 

Mr. Musgrave. 

Mr. Johnson. 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. Barton. 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. Davies. 

Mr. Barton. 

Sir Alan. 

Mr. Davies. 

S i r  Alm. 

Mr. Davias. 

S i r  klan. 

Mr. Green. 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. Johnaon. 

How i s  i t  operat ing now it has been sanctioned; 
a s  a Slow Line and Permissive f o r  goods, a s  from 
January 6th? 

Yes. 

H p  was it no t i f i ed?  

Here i s  a copy of t h e  D i s t r i c t  Superintendent's 
c i r c u l a r  and the Permanent Way Notice. 

Did  the Driver know t h i s ?  

T h i s  a l t e r a t i o n  was n o t i f i e d  i n  D i s t r i c t  
Superintendent '  s c i r c u l a r  4 t h  January, and 
confirmed i n  Permanent Way Programme No.452 
commencing l 2 t h  January. 
You cannot have a sand drag because you want 
t h i s  spur f o r  shunting purposes? 

Yes. 

Damage, M r .  Barton. How many yards of 
t rack were damaged? 

&mat 9 0  yards of t rack  including switches 
and c ro  sainge. 

Some 300 yards of t r ack  i n  a l l  on t h e  Up and 
Down and Slow Line were badly damaged 
including two s e t s  of  points  and crossings? 

Yes. 

The Down s t a r t i n g  s igna l  was ca r r ied  away, and 
three  ground d i sc  s i gna l s  were destroyed, 
most o f  the  rodding, wires, cranks, e tc .  
broken. 

T e l l  me about the  block post  i n  t h e  o ther  
d i reo  tion. bfarshmoor is 15% miles. IE it 
Qreenwood? What i s  the mileage? Is it on 
the  south s ide  of the tunnel? 

Yes. 

The nor th  mouth of the tunnel is  about 3 mile . 
south of P o t t e r s  Bar? 

Yes. 

And Greenwood signnlbox is about 10 miles. 
namely, 2$ miles  south of P o t t e r s  Bar? 

A t  the aouth end of the  three  tunnels. 

There are  t h r e e t u n n e l a  before you come to  
Greenwood? 

Yes. 



M r .  navies. 

Sir O n .  

Mr. Johnaon. 

S i r  Alan. 

M r .  Johnson. 

d s ing  gradient  o f ,  . ,. , - 7 
. . ,. . . . . . . .  ' , . . . . . . . . .  , in 2&0. . . .  L : . . . . . .  . , .> . . ~  . 

The $e& of  the graafknt  i s  a t  PaCters Bar? 

J u s t  on the south side,-of  P e t t e r s  .Bar.. 

Then it ' s t a r t s  to Pall? .... .- ... ..,.r...x 

Yes.  



r Fireman Robert Edgar Hars ley  was then  c a l l e d  and t h e  
fo l lowing  s ta tement  read:-  

l "1 am 37 yea r s  1 0  months of age.  I have been on t h e  
Company f o r  20 y e a r s  and I have been a Fireman f o r  n e a r l y  4  years .  

On Sunday, February 1 0 t h  I s i m e d  on duty a t  3 . 5 5 ~ .  and 
accompanied D r i v e r  Tnmonger on t h e  4 . 3 0 ~ ~ .  t r a i n  t o  London and t h e  

9 . 4 5 ~ ~ .  King 's  Cross  t o  Grantham. I had p rev ious ly  had 322 
hours  r e s t .  We had a  normal journey i n  t h e  Up d i r e c t i o n  and the  
seme i n  t h e  Down u n t i l  we reached p o t t e r s  Bar. A l l  s i g n a l s  t h a t  
I saw from Greenwood onwards were i n  t h e  o f f  p o s i t i o n  and I am 
q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p o t t e r s  Bar Outer  and Inne r  Home s i g n a l s  
were i n  t h e  o f f  p o s i t i o n .  I d id  n o t  s e e  t h e  P o t t e r s  Bar Down 
S t a r t i n g  s i g n a l .  A s  we g o t  t o  t h e  North end o f  P o t t e r s  Bar 
S t a t i o n  I f e l t  t h e  engine h i t  somet\ing and I was thrown a c r o s s  
t h e  cab. When t h e  engine  came t o  a  s tand  i t  was l e a n i n g  over 
badly towards t h e  r i g h t .  A s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  I climbed ou t  of 
the Left-hand cab window and went w i th  my d r i v e r  t o  t h e  s ignalbox 
t o  see  what had happened. I should e s t i m a t e  o u r  speed a t  45 
miles  p e r  hour  when we h i t  t h e  o b s t r u c t i o n .  The weather was 
c l e a r  and f i n e " .  

, . 
Q. You were f i r i n g  wi th  D r i v e r  ~ n m o n ~ e ' r ?  
S i r  Alan. 

A. Yes. . . . 
Q Were you i n j u r e d .  

Bru i se s  and c u t  thumb. 

Are you back on duty? 

1 A .  Yes, but n o t  on t h e  r e g u l a r  job. 

1 Q. Was t h e  engine  steaming a l l .  r i g h t ?  

Yes,  sir. 

Coal a l l  r i g h t ?  

I A .  
Yes,  s ir .  

I What about  P o t t e r a  Bar D i s t a n t  s i g n a l ?  

I A .  
I g o t  t h a t  myself ,  t h a t  was q u i t e  a l l  r i g h t .  

I & - Was t h e  engine  d e r a i l e d  d i r e c t l y  it h i t  t h e  
' o b s t r u c t i o n ?  ' 

I could n o t  s a y ,  I was thrown a b o u t  a  l o t .  I 
suppose i t  would be. 

Do you t h i n k  t h e  derailment,  s t a r t e d  a t  once? 

Probably ,  yes .  

l Q. Did you s e e  t h e  o b s t r u c t i o n ?  

No. The t h r o t t l e  was f u l l y  open ana. she was s l i p p i n g .  

Did she s t e r t  s l i p p i n g  s t r a i a h t  away? 

Yes. 

It r a p i d l y  came t o  a  s tand?  



- 
What speed were you doing when you h i t  t h e  wreokage? 

About 45. 

The r e g u l a t o r  was open? 

Yes. 

Had it been open coming up the  bank? 

Yes. 

Did t h e  d r i v e r  c lose  t h e  r e g u l a t o r  a t  once? 

Yes, a s  f a r  a s  I could say he d i d .  I was f i r i n g  
a t  t h e  t ime ,  and w h s  thrown on t h e  floor. 

You cl imbed'out  a s  soon as you oould. Which s i d e ?  

The l e f t - h a d  s i d e .  

Did  you have any d i f f i c u l t y ?  

Not i n  g e t t i n g  out.  

What d i d  you do then? 

We r e n t  back t o  the s i g n a l  box. 

Before then? Did you have a look round? 

Yes, t o  see i f  we could do anything. 

D i d  you look round t h e  f r o n t  of your engine? 

NO.  

You knew you were o f f  the road and t h a t  you had h i t  
something? 

We were too  bewildered. 

When d id  the  Up express  come i n t o  you? 

I r e a l l y  could n o t  say ,  We d i d  no t  f i n d  t h e  Up 
ex  e s s  was t h e r e  till  we had come t o  have a good 
logf; mund a f t e r  W@ had come t o  a  b i t .  Then we 
found t h e  o t h e r  engine the  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Did you remember t h e  o t h e r  engine h i t t i n g  you? 

No, c e r t a i n l y  n o t ,  sir.  

Did you go back t o  t h e  s i g n a l  box s t r a i g h t  away? 

Yes. 

Did  you not  walk round the  f r o n t  o f  the  engine? 

No. 

~ i h  your Dr iver  do t h e  same th ing?  

Yes. 

So n e i t h e r  of you went t o  look and s e e  what was in 
t h e  f r o n t  of you? . 
Not till a f t e r  we had been t o  the  box. 
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& "You 00 not remember t h e  Up express  h i t t i n g  you? 
For a l l  you knew t h e  Up express might hcve been there '  

. . 
A. Y e s ,  it probably was. I cannot remember. 

Q. The weather  was c l e a r ?  

Yes. 

Did you s e e  t he  d r i v e r  of the o t h e r  engine? 
. . . ,  . 

, . 4. . . . . ,  
Not till a f t e rwards .  

. ,  . 

' .  Q. . , '. Did you go. t o  t he  box? . ,. 

d. We both  went t o  t h e  box. 

&. What d i d  you do t h e r e ?  

A. We asked t h e  s i g q l m n  what wxs t h e  me t t e r .  He sa id  
"It i s n ' t  ' you, you o r e  a l l  r i g h t .  . , 

Q, Then you went beck t o  t h e  engine? 

A., , . 
. Thea we had a look  round asd found the o t h e r  engine 

on  i t s l % i d e .  
. .  . , . .  

' Q. Did y w  speak, t o  t h e  o t h e r  Dr ive r?  

. ., A. . . ; .  , 

No, he was n o t  theere. 
, . ,  . . 

. .  . . , .  
Q. . , How d i d  you g e t  home? . .  . . ,  . ,  . . 

A. We went back wi th  t h e  r e c r  p o r t i o n  Of o u r  t r a i n  
i n t o  King ' s  Cross and Down on t h e  two o l c l o c k .  . . 

Q. You a r e  q u i t e  s u r e  you pessed the  s i g n a l s  c l e a r ?  

h .  I am s u r e  of t h a t .  

;1 
Mr,Cleaver. Did you observe t h e  I n n e r  Home - your I n n e r  Home 

s i g n a l ?  

A.  Yes,  tile.$ i s  my s i d e .  

Q. 
*.Cleaver. What d i s t e n c e  were you sou th  of the Outer Home 

a i g n a l  when you saw t h e  Outer  and Inner Homes? 

About 100 ya rds .  Then I pioked up t h e  shove l  
and curnolanced firing. 

Q. 
Bbr.Claaver. You were sti l l  firing when t h e  a c c i d t n t  occurred? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 
S i r  Alan. Why were you f i r i n g  c i t  t h e  top  of t h e  bank? 

If you g e t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  on t h e r e ,  t hen  you can g e t  
a run th rough  H a t f i e l d  i f  you have go t  o  good engine 

Q. DO you alwaytt d o  thati? 

A .  Well, n e a r l y  always, s i r ,  



Goods Guard John Willinm Chcppell of Dowus te r  w r s  
then c a l l e d  and . t h e  fol lowing statement read :- 

. .. . 
*'I a m  60 years  of2 'age.  I ' h o v e  6een on the  Company 

39 years  and have been a GooZs Gv.crd ' fo r  28 years .  .. . 

I signed on duty oh ~U&iijr.; '  ~ e b & n r ~  1 0 t h  @'G. 5.50pm. 
t o  work the  6.5pm. Express ,passenger . , t r a in  (5.0pm. ex 
Bradford) from Doncaste'?'to Xtng ' s  Cross .  We had a  good , , 

run up and passed through H a t f i e l d  without  a  check. We 
proceeded normally p a s t  Marshmoor but  a s  we were approachin1 
P o t t e r s  Bar t h e r e  was a  very sharp a p p l i c a t i o n  of the 
brake. Immediately the  brake' d p p l i c s t i o n  was made I went 
t o  the window t o  look o u t  on the  l e f t  s i d e .  I g o t  t h e  
window open and was Ioolring eitt'ri'nd'the t r a i n  tlien came to 
an  abrupt  s top .  I ha6 a  King' S. Fross d r i v e r  and fireman 
with me, who were travell ing--home passenger,  and i t  was 
decided t h a t  they would ,go, forward, cnd see what had i ' :'.' 

happened and I went back t o  p r o t e c t  my t r a i n .  " ' .  

. . . . 

Q. Are you s t i l l  , . a Goods Guard? . , ,  

sir Alan. . . . : .  ,. . 

A. Yes, s i r .  _ ., .... . .. .,. . . . i . 
" . .  

& What were..xQ+ doing on t h e  . . .  passenger t r a i n ?  , L 

. . 
: 

A. We work them a t ~ o n c a s t e r  - a l l  the  s p e c i a l s  and . ',., , ' 
.. .- a l l  t h e  r e l i e f s .  : ,  ., . .. . CA( 

& What were you, doing,:when the  brake wes appl ied?  ' . ' I  . 
.. . 

I be l i eve  I was s i t t i n g  on the Guard's s e a t  when , 
' . '  

h. 
it was appl ied .  

Q* What speed were you running when t h e  t r a i n  
suddenly stopped? 

A. I have no idea .  I cannot t e l l  you. 

& Did you th ink  you had h i t  something? 

I: f e l t  t h a t  we had h i t  something;, . . , . , . d.j . .*::,,' . .  .. 
, . 

'L The t r a i n  was t r a v e l l i n g .  ' The t r a i n  was not at  ' 
a s tand d e n  t h e .  coll ision.  occurred? You a r e  ... .. .:. . .L~;: I:.<: 
q u i t e  c e r t a i n  about t h a t ?  . ' , "I 

. . S  . 
. He stapped.. a t  once when I. wag l-king .out of the . / '  ' A. . , . " . .  , . . C  .. . . _ .  . . 

. . .. . . _  * , . *  : . i n a o w  . . . , . -  
.a.' 

Q.. ., ., .;.,.;.Did $ t  throw you. down?. . .  . .  . , 

' ! :.r L:. 
A. ~t h i t  m& hard agtii.ii$t the s i d e  of t h e  window., . . ,  

' .,. 
.: v : . . :  , . . ,  Q.: , . Yoy @re quLte . c e r t a i n  .thnt t h e ,  t r a i n  was no t  . . . . .:. 

a t  a  stand?. ' '  ' 
. ! .  . .i - 'X .'.: ;: - , 

A.  Yes. 
...'. r 

Q.. Had you seen  .,a s i g n a l ?  . . . . ,, .. 

A.  I had seen no s i g n a l s  whatever. 
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Q. What time was i t ?  

' A. Approximately 10.12pm. when I looked a t  my watch . ,  

Uen d i d  you look a t  your watch? 

J u s t  a f t e r  i t  happened. 

When was your watch l a s t  checked? 

The !awning be fo re .  

Good watch? 

Very good watch.  

You a r e  s u r e  abou t  t h e  time? 

Yes, I am s u r e  i t  was 10.12. 

Q. Cannot you g i v e  me a n  i d e a  of t h e  speed o f  t h e  
t r a i n ?  

A. I cannot.  - 

. , Q m  Was i t  walking speed? What speed were you coming 
a t  through Ha,tf i e l d ?  

. . . . 
, , S l' . .., We were t r a v e i l i n g  a t  a n i c e  speed,  t h e  s a n e  as  

r ? ' l . .  , , : ,S we u s u a l l y  do.' . . We had had no check. 
' 1  . , I . .  

'Q. Would you say t h e  dpeed was about 50 m.p.h.? 
' .  a..' L !I . I woulcln't sey not f o  be  su re .  We were 

t r a v e l l i n g  ar; t ,hc u s u a l  speed.  We were j u s t  
pa s s ing  i n  t h e  t ime t h a t  we should have done. 

Q. Were you on  t ime? 

A. We were 20 minutes  l a t e  a l l  t he  way. 

Q. Were you making up time? 

, A;: ' !  ' None whatever.  ? .  

. '  ( 

.Q... ~ d u  & r e  t r a v e l l i n g  o n  schedule? ,  .. ' . 
, . "  

..l.: ;.. .., , , , ' 
' '- i .,yes, . , #, :..i;; .,, . .... . . , A .  . . . . . . , .  . . . . . -  , . .  

, 1 . .. 
, , ... Q, i; ' what is thk .6oheau le  speed? 

l . .  , . .  .., 
.. , . , 

X .  Td p a s s  ~ a t l % e l d  and .;top n t  ~ insb ;=y  Park the  
&-Green. booking i s  1 9  minutes ,  namely 48 m.p.h. 

.. . . 
7 . . , , . ..; , 

, - ,  !Q, : ,  
. . "- . ,,. 

1 :  . 
Sow 'long fied;':tlie brake been on when you came t o  

* l ,  . . . .  . . . , :' 
a s tand?  Was i t . j u s t  momentary OS had i t  been 

. . on sdme tin;? . . . 
' ' 1 .  : . . . . 

I '  . ' 2  .., . ' . . 
A; : .  I cannot  t e i i  you. . I t  was a l l  done i n  quick time. 

. . 

: :t Q. It was appa ren t  t h a t  a c o l l i s i o n  had occurred 
wh i l e  t h e  t r a i n  was moving? 

A. Yea. 

& You cannot  s a y  what the  speed was? 

h b No. 



& Whst d i d  you do? 

Q.. 
h. 

I had a King 's  ?,ro.ss , . Driver  and Fireman 
t r a v e l l i n g  with r rc~ ; r i3  :it threw them on t o  t h e  
f l o o r  and thky 3:~t. again and we immediately 
agreed t h a t  sons t l~ i i lg  ;yes wrong. They went 
forward and I wsat back t o  p r o t e c t ,  t h e  t r a i n  and 
t h e  Slow road. .. . . . ,* 
T h a t  was enother  reeson f o r  you saying  t h a t  i t  
wes c c o l l i s i ? a ?  

.,',. . . 
We k n t - ~ ,  it. w s n ' t  a n  ord inary  s top  wi th  the  bump . . . ... we g c ~ .  

Had yo.; i:;j:ii-.ly'co-me t o  a s tand  before  you f e l t  
' ,' t h e  bu;? 

. . 

It was a e k r p  b w p  and we n e v e r ' s h i f t e d  forward 
o r  backwlrd. 

* / 

How long had the  brakes  been hard on? . 

I cannot t e l l  you. 

x second o r  two? 

I cannot t e l l  you. I got  up from t h e  s e a t  
a f t e r  t h e  brake  was app l i ed .  I knew i t  was 
something unusual t h e  brake going on l i k e  t h a t .  
I got  t h e  window down and looked o u t .  The brakes 
were sc ra t ch ing  and sc rng ing  a s  wel l .  I could 
hear  them. I have no idea  how long i t  took. 

Immediately you r a n  t o  t h e  window t h i s  bump came? 

It seemed t o  be s t r a i g h t  away. 

Fireman George SimB was then  c a l l e d  an4 h i s  
s ta tement  e s  fo l lows  read:-  

"1 am a f i reman i n  t h e  emplby of t h e  L.N.E. 
Railway s t a t i o n e d  a t  New England, Peterborough, and r e s i d e  
a t  No. 232 Walpole S t r e e t ,  Peterborough.'  

- On Sunday, 10th  February,  1946, I booked on duty 
a t  New England a t  7.49pm. and i n  compan wi th  Dr iver  
Churchi l l  walked t o  Peterborough North 8 .  t a t i o n  and re l i eved  
t he  Driver  and Fireman on engine 4833 a t t ached  t o  336 Up 
S p e c i a l ,  Bradford t o  Kingt S Cross. 

we l e f t  Peterborough 8.50pm., stopped a t  H i t ch in ,  
continued t o  * o t t e r s  Bar, where I not iced  t h a t  a l l  boards 
were o f f . .  h t  a p o i n t  between the Outer -Dis t an t  cnd Inne r  
D i s t a n t  s f p a l  I was looking  out  on the right-hand siGe of 
the  engine when I not iced someone waving a red lamp and a t  
t h e  same time saw the  I n n e r  D i s t a n t  s i g n a l  go t o  danger. 

Almost immedietely I saw what appeared t o  be a 
- 

.po&h a c r b s s  ,the Up l i n e .  . 
e .. 

I saw my Dr iver  apply the brake and t h e  t r a i n  
almost came t o  a stund. I t r i e d  t o  apply t h e  hand brake,  but 
was tw l a t e ,  the engine was s t r u c k  by an  engine on t h e  Down 
road Which tuned o u r  engine  on i t s  s i d e .  1' 

, v  



IlCIHl is D r i v e r  Churchi l l?  

H e  i s  looking  b e t t e r  now than  he d id  when I saw him on 
&&ay . 
What i s  your age? 

18 years .  

How long have you been i n  t h e  Companyq8 s e r v i c e ?  

Two yea r s  i n  the  Locomotive Department and two years  
i n  t h e  T r a f f i c  . 
You s t a r t e d  a t  t h e  age of 14? 

Yes,  i n  1942. 

Did you see  the D i s t a n t ,  the  Outer Home and the  
I n n e r  Home? 

Yes. 

J u s t  t e l l  me about these  s i g n a l s ?  

The Outer Di s t an t  i s  n o t  a  co lour  l i g h t .  

Do you remember p a s s i n g  Brookmans Park? 

No, I was f i r i n g .  

TeLl me what p i  .;ab\ ap2ro3ching p o t t e r s  Bar? 

P o t t e r s  Bar is t,.!ia C.;:  ~ r ,  .,,,!%Te we u s u a l l y  s top  f i r i n g  
f o r  a pe r iod  on.3 :Z ;.?L:* i;;li; f r o n  my s i d e  of t h e  engine. 
The Outer s i g n a l  war G;-ec .  and t h e  Inne r  D i s t a n t  wcs 
Green and then they  &6;lt d w n  to  "Dangert1. 

Did you see these  s i g n a l s  go t o  "DangertT .? 

Yes. 

Which did you see  go t o  nDangert7? 

The Inner D i s t a n t  . 
Are you t a l k i n g  about  a  co lour  l i g h t  s i g n a l ?  

Not a t  P o t t e r s  Bar. J u s t  a n  ord innry  s i g n a l .  

You mean an o rd ina ry  o i l  l i g h t  s i g n z l ?  

Yes - 
You had not seen any co lour  l i g h t s  before t h a t ?  

No, I must have been f i r i n g  a t  thc  time. 

What was t h i s  D i s t a n t  s i g n a l  showing? 

It was Green. 

Was t h e r e  another  one on thc  pos t?  

Yes,  t h e r e  was one f o r  t h e  Slow road. 



A . .  

Whet wss t h a t  showi.ng? . ._ % 

I< : . . . . . 

Danger. . ...: .. 
, .. -> ,: 

. . ._ .. , .' . . 
What was i t s  i igh t , ?  .. 

' , . S . . - . .  . d 

Red. . , " 

A f t e r  t h a t ,  what i s  she next s igna l?  . 

The Inner  D i s t a n t ,  which i s  the  Home s igqal .  

What was the: sh-nLg? 

It was shonirg Zrbtn  f o r  us. 

Af ter  t h a t  what happened? 

I saw the  red l i g h t  t h a t  the  Guard was showing, swinging 
from s i d e  t o  s i d e .  I shouted a c r o s s  t o  my Driver  t o  
s top  but he had seen it when I d i d .  We d id  our bes t  and 
we braked hard and t h e n w e  got  turned W e r  on our  s ide .  

~ i r e c t l y ' y o g  s&w the  red.. l i g h t  the ~ r i k r  appl ied  t h e  
brake .  ..What speed were you trave.1-ling7when .. , ... you saw t h e  
red l i g h t ?  " ' 

X '  aould d o t  judge t h a t .  ~ r t r ~ l d a a ~  t h e  '&rdinalarp *pea of 
a passenger t r a i n .  ;: 

Did you h i t  something immediately af tep.  the brake was 
appl led? 

. , ? .  ., 

d i d  my b e s t  t o  e s s i s t  and I looked'out  of t h e  s i d e  
aga in  and went f o r  t h e  hand brake- and. $he o t h e r  engine 

, . 
h i t  us.. . 

. . . .. 
. . 

You were moving when t h e  other. .engine h i t  you? 

We were moving very s l o w l y .  

You were moving? 

Very slowly. . , 
' 

Do y m  t h i n k  the o t h e r  engine was moying too? 

I cannot  t e l l  you. 
. , 

You were moving slowly when you~-h.it.; t h i s  o b s t r u c t i o n  
and youcame t'o a s tanc  :t once and you turned over. 
Was it a rapid t u r n  over  o r  a  slow- one? 

I do n9t know. It a l l  happened s o  suddenly. 

When you t a l k  about  the Outer Digtant  and the  Inner  
D i s t a n t ,  a r e  you q u i t e  su re  t h a t  you don ' t  mean the  
ord inary  Bemaphore Dis tant  and the Outer Home s i g n a l s ?  

I mean the Outer Home. 

Before you saw the  Outer Home, what. d id  you see?  

I saw the  Up Lcain l i n e  D i s t a n t  , s ignal .  

Yau d id  not  see anything before t h i s ?  

No. The f i r s t  s i g n a l  I saw was the Dis tant  and the  
asQoOdr one, t h e  Outer Home. 



&. The s igna l  you saw was Green? 

A. Yes. 

&g Did you pass i t  a t  Green? 
. . >  

A.  Yes. . . ., 

Q. You a r e  sure  you d i d  pass it a t  Green? 

A. Yes. 
. . 

Q. YOU d i d  not i t  go to 'ked? 

A. ' , No. We only saw the  Inner  Home go Red. 
>' I 

Q. . . ' . '  How f a r  away were you from i t  when you s a w  i t  go t o  Bad? 
, . ,  

, . .  . ;: A t r a i a  length? , , 

. . , . 
. A . , ,  ' . . I  NO,. 1 do not  think it was qu i t e  a t r a i n  length  away. 

. /  , ,  , .  

&a 
.. .Did you s e e  i t  yourself g o t o ,  .. ., ~ k d ?  

1 -  A. Yea. 

Q. There was another  s i g n a l  on the , . pos t  t h a t  was 
e l ready '  h t  Red? :. . . ~, 

. . 

A. . Yes. ~. 
i . . . :. 

Q * . . One on the  l e f t  was Red and the o ther  On the  right was 
Green, and you saw , t he  one on t h e  r i g h t  &o to  Red, 

.. . and you think you were perhaps a  t r a i n  length  away? 

A. . Less than a  t r a i n  length.  

&. It was then t h a t  your Driver applied the  brake? 

A. Yes. 

.,,, ' , 
& : You a r e  qu i t e  sure t h ~ t  yousaw t h a t  red l i g h t  yourself? 

.' . 
A. It  Yes. 

. ;  Q. You asap' t h a t  red ii:ght bepore or. a f t e r  you Saw t h i s  
' , .sigm+.go t o  Red? , . 

.A.  I, I' saw 'the red l i g h t  f irst  and then the  s igna l  went 
. .  , .  . . ;ta '?Dangerw immedi'.a t e l y  . .. , 

v .  l . , .  . 
Q6 

Mr.bIuegxm. Do you r e c o l l e c t  when the Driver applied t h e  brake 
vlhether he made a gradual app l ica t ion  o r  a f u l l  
appl ioat ion.  

A. A ful l  appl ica t ion .  

Q. The Driver began t o  reverse.  Do you think he d i d  SO 
Mr.Muegra7e. before t h e  co l l i s i on?  

A. He did  no t  manage t o  do it. The c o l l i s i o n  was too 
quick. 

I 

& Approaching through Hat f ie ld  you were t r a v e l l i n g  a t  
normal speed. Was the  r e w l a t o r  open? 



Q. Did the ~ r i v e l .  see the d lighfit. a t  the game time a s  3. he saw the  s igna l  go Red 

A. Yes, both together .  

& Did you think he saw t h e  &&l go t o  Red? 

a. Yes. 

Lineman Edward Cornell was ca l l ed  and tk& following 
statement read:- .. . ,  : . : .  . . .,, . . : ' I  

"I have been i n  the .  Compapy! S .  s 9 , f ~ I c e  29 Year8, and  
. . have been a Lineman f o r  1 4  years ,  a t . ' ~ i t o  i n ,  Ha'tfield and- Barnet. 
' 

' On the-  n i g h t  of February 10 th  I was. walking along,  a footpath 
i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Brookmens Park ehor t ly  af ter ' l0 .0pm. oa the  
Down s i d e  o f  the  l i n e .  The weather was c l e a r  a h d ' f i n e .  I was 
approximately 150 yards north 69 ,$he P o t t e r s  Bar .signalbox when 
I noticed a passenger t m i n  approeching t h e ' g t a t i o n  i n  therUp 
d i rec t ion .  I bid not  know a t  the time w h e t h e  t h e  t r a i n  was on 
t h e  Up Main o r  the  Up Slew Line. I knew from mg' 'general  a i. '  

experience i n  the d i s t r i c t  t h a t  i t  ms a l o c a l  . t p i n ,  and i t  
. a p g e a ~ e d  to me t o  be running a t  a normal speed ' t o  s t op  i n - t h e  
' e ta t fon .  I n e f t  heard a .  crqeh and:, lmgediately aame t o  the  

conclusion t ha t  the  engine of the  t r a i n  had. hit';tbe buffer? s tops .  
I looked round, and noticed t h a t  the r ea r  of tKe '~ ' t r a in  had come t o  a 
a atand a b o r t  opposite the  c e t t l e  dock. I could set! t h e  t a i l  .. - 

. . .. . . lamp on . . t h e  t r a i n .  
. . 

,. . ' ' . ' I thgh  ldoked a t  the Up Main and U'; ~ l o \ k  t o  Main Inner  
' Eoni &igna lb ,  a d  noticed t h a t  both back Jfghts.: were showing 

normal, which indicated t o  me t h a t  both s igna l s  were a t  danger. 
I then noticed a passenger t r a i n  approap@.ipg i n  the Up d i r e c t i o n  
andwhsn I looked i t  had passed t h e  Outer Home s igna l  and t h e  
brakes were being f i e r c e l y  applied.. The. t g a i n ~ c w e  t o  a s tand 
with the  engine jus t  shor t  of a point  opposi te  'the r e a r  oT t h e  
l o c a l  passenger t r a i n .  I a l s o  noticed t h a t  , thg  doors of aeveral  

, . . . compartments opened very quickly a f t e r  the  t r a i n  hed come.to a 
st'and, an& some passengers junped. out .a-nd .:ran. .,pcroas t h e  
Down Main Line on t o  t h e  bank near uhere I was'standing. Within 
a mat ter  of seconds I heard a grinding s o r t  af n o i s e  i n  the 
d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  s t a t i o n ,  and the  next t h ing  I 'saw was a 'black 
object  n e a r ' t h e . & n g h e  of t F e : U p .  ~xprc#s, ,..!It oppeared t o  me t h a t  
the re  was a c o l l i s i o n ,  and I t i i e ~ s a w  the,cjngine of t h e  Up: 

.. t r a i n  f a l l  on i t s  s ide .  La te r ,  a t  about 10.30pm. I w e ~ t  t o  the ., . 
si'&nalbox and n d i c e d  t h a t  No& 7 l e v e r  was. reversed. A l l  o the r  
l e v e r s  were normcl. I notibed t h a t  certa$.n s igna l  r epea t e r s  
were i n  t h e  "Off* pos i t ion ,  although the l eve r s  were normal, 

,.and a t t r i bu t ed  ,+B t o  t h e  obs t ruct ion caused by  t h e  deb r i s .  
I-'al'so notiadd t h $ t  the  traok indicetor:  d.ipgr,q sk~weQ. .$,rack 
c i r b u l  ts "W - .V",- ~n the Dam. Road and .!'tJI$ -'.'UN, - UoVt'' OIS the  
Up Line occupied. : ...! .. , . , . ?  . 

. , 
, \. .  ,. . ,.: . . . . . 

Q. A$ what speed was the  i d i a l  t r a i n  running? You say 
S i l  Alah. " i . t .was  .a .norrnal .speed. .  : .  i ,;.:, 

. .  , , ' 3  * S  .- . " . :. . . 
Rou4hly about 1 5  m.p.h. 

.. & 

& You know t h i s  l i n e  very well? 
. . , : . . .. 

'- A. 4. . . I .  / 
' . 1 .  . . . . "Yes. . :,,, . '  , .  . 

.' . . ". .! . , . . .  , .. . ..,. 



Q. Do you t h i n k  t h a t  t r a l n s  runnlng on bne u ~ u w  bu S L O P  
a t  l2-G s t a t i o n  pass  through about 1 5  m.p.h? 

A. Yes. 

Q. T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  time . . you, looked , L  round? 
, . I  

A .  Y e s ;  . . . . ,  
. 

Q. , . . .You <l 
:. could we the t a i l l a m p  of .the t r a i n ?  . .. . .  . . . .  , . : . , I 

A. Yes. G .. 

Q How d i d  you n o t i c e  t h e  passenger  t r a i n  i n  the  Up 
d i r e c t i o n .  Howlfar  away was i t? 

. . . . 
A . .  : :  ...'I, chnnat say  whether t h e r e  were any head lights on it 

' '  '. or'' n o t  ,:but. as.: soon~:as I ' saw the  two back lff&;ts on t h e  
s i g n a l s  I l o o k e , f , ~ p u t c m o t ; i ~ y  t o  see something cone up.' 

Q- How l o n g  a f t e r  th,e c ra sh  w s s  i t  ::l~t ycu saw t h e  
express  passenger  t r a i n  approach? 

A .  A s  .soon a s  I heard t h e  'crash'. 
I .  

Q. How d id  you r e a l i s e  i t 'was4 'a  passenger  t r a i n  approaching? 
. a ... ; ' . , l  

A .  I thought it was a s  .&oh && i t h i , t  t h e  b u f f e r s .  .. : _  . . ,  ( 
.. . 

&Q What made you think '  i t  was a n  Up t r a i h ?  

It came t o  me a l l  of a sudden t h a t  t h e r e  might be a n  
Up t r a i n  because I heve seen  a  de ra i lmen t  once o r  twice 
w i t h  these  b u f f e r  s t o p s .  

Q- You say  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  t h i s  c o l l i s i o n  had t aken  p l a c e  
w i t h  tkie b u f f e r  s t o p s  you looked a t  t he  Up Hone s i g n a l  
and you s a t i s f i e d  yourse l f  t h a t  i t  was a t  "Dangern? 

A. Yes. 
.. 

Q How long  s f t e r  t h a t .  d ~ d '  t h e  up , t : r & ~ n  a r r i v e ?  

A.  A t  t he  same t ime a s  I looked I could s e e  t h e  express  
c6miiig up. 

Q. You saw i t s  head l i g h t s ?  

A.  No. . I 'saw t h e .  r e f l e c t i o n ,  of  t h e  cocches. . , . .  > 

Q. Did you cont inue t o  watch t h e  Up t r a i n ?  
1 ,  

h.. I was watching it a l l  the  way  long, end I d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  he was go iqg  t o  s t o p ,  bu t  he d i d  about  6 ya rds  from 
t h e  r e a r  of t h e  l o c s l  train: '  I was look ing  a t  t h e  
engine of t h e  Up express  and a t  t h e  same t ime  t h e  doors  
openel  and a l o t  of passengers  cdnie running out .  A t  
t h e  same time I heard a g r ind ing  n o i s e  coming from t h e  
south  and it au to r ra t i ca l ly  b a e  t o  me t h a t  i t  was 
a n o t h e r  t r a i n  coming along.  f i l l  of u sudden I saw a  
black o b j e c t  h i t t i n g  the  engine.  

Is it your impression t h a t  t he  Up express  w h s  s t a t i o n a r y  
before  the  Lown express  h i t  i t ?  

Yes. 

You were some d i s t a n c e  away f r o n  it? 

Yes. but I wks l o o k i i g ' a t  t h e  engine moat of t h e  time. 



Q Why were you impressed by t h e  peoplt, g e t t i n g  out  
of the express? 

A.  he& was. s'6 much excitement t h a t -  sorne.-of~ %hem might 
have got  ou t  before the t r a i n  came t o  a s tand.  I am not 
c e r t a i n  whether these people got  ou t  before :l'%' exact ly  . . 
stoppeddead . . .  o r  was s l i g h t l y  i n  motion. . . 

.. . . , 

G -  I do not think you could have seen the  Down express 
a t  the  time. Your a t t e n t i o n  was r i v e t e e  on the  Up t r a i n .  

. ,  . 
A. I d i d  not  ' s e e .  t h e  express. c d h g  i;;t';~..&aw- &I dark object  . 

as  it h i t  the Up express. .. . . . ' . .  

Q. Y o u  d i d  not  see .t.& Down express , . h i t  
. . 

No. I oould hbar the noise.. A .  
, . & What d i d  you do? rtdyou go  t o  t h e  box? ' .  . .  . ... , . .., 'i .. . . 

A. & M$. my wife wi th  me a t i the .  t ime and she.s*a&in a w r y  
bad s t a t e .  I rushed her  home .and went w e x  t o  the  Shop 
and then went t o  t j i o  signaJbox. . . . ~. .: 

Q. What d i d  you f i n d  in the Box? 

A. . . The orassover 7 pulled.  . .. , . .  
.. , . . 

Q . Ever,gthing wae i p  ardar . except  . No, . . . . lever?. ,... .,., .::- .., . . ; .  
, . 

. . , : c  
A .   he' i nd i ca to r s  were showing *MP .' . ,.': . ' 

. , , l  , . 

Q. : Wrongly "offw.  

A. . . Yes. 

Q. That was due t o  wreckage on the  wires? 

A. Yes. . .  . 
. .  . , . . 

&. Are .you ., , s a t i s f i e d  , . , .  . about , . t h a t ?  ... . . .  . .  
. . . . < . ., ::~ 

A. Yes. 

Q. You are  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t a . 1 ' 1  t h e  equipment .was 'in n x d e r ?  
, ,  . ,. . 

A. Yes.' 

& m .  Iiave you t e s t ed  the l ock ing  a fkeha rds?  
, . .  

A.,  NO. 

. , 
Q. ~ou'woould not  be d e ~ l ~ l i t e  about t h e  Up t r a i n  being a t  a  

. ~ stand before the  col f i s ion took,. . ~ pl'ace? .' :. 
. 

, . 

A.  I think i t  w a s  d .ef in i te ly  stopped. . . 

& That  was your . inpression? 

A. Yes. 

Q You had not been looking a t  the  Down t r a in?  



. Q., 
.:! . , :  . ' 

. . 
: .  A. 

. . 
Q. 

m. 'h eaves. 

A. 

I cannot say. It was only about a  coach leng th  and 
was moving very slowly. He was not going very f & s t  
then. I thought he was going t o  pass the  r e a r  end 
of t h e  l o c a l  t r a i n .  

D id  you see  the Up Express \ . .  ." engine double over? 
. ,. h , $ i  

, . .  

Yes,' X-. saw that. .  Thet $&b'.tSle . . dark '  . . .  object .  
.:. . .  .. . 

you a a w  the  engine t u r n  over? 

Yes. 

You 8ay t h a t  you have been a Lineman f o r  1 4  years a t  
Hi tah in ,  Hatf i e l d  and Barnet. Does that incluae 
P o t t e r s  Brtl 

No. I hcd been et Hl tchin ,  Hntf i e l d  snd Barnet 
befora I went to P o t t e r s  Bar. , 

, . 

You would be responsible f o r  a t tending t o  any 
defac t lve  s igna l  3 t  P o t t e r s  Bar f o r  how long? 

. ,  
1 4  years .  : V  

. . 

A. No. 

& Do you remember a case where i t  has been reported t h a t  
Mr.C1eaver- both the  Main Line Outer Horce and I m e r  Home, and 

. , . s i m i l a r l y  on the  Slow l i n e ,  have been "of fw a t  
the  same t h e ?  

A. No, never. 

& Would t h a t  be poss ib le?  Would t h e  Locking p e r n i t  
Mr.  Cleaver. t h a t ?  

A .  No. 

Would it no t  be possible t h a t  a f t e r  a t r a i n  passed 
throiqh nhe & ~ i w t i o n  t h a t ,  t p e  ,.signalnan oould get  
h i s  po in t s  back t o  the  s top block wl th  t h e  Inner  Home 
s igna l  on the Slow l i n e  f a l l i n g  p a r t i a l l y  back t o  t h e  
"onw pos i t i on  and s tanding,  s h a l l  X su'ggest,  i n  t h e  
same noff  It posi d o n  and thus. misl,e&d .$he Drivef i n  
seeing a Green s igna l ?  L * , .  , 

h. No. It could not according to the  Locking. 

Q Mr. Cleaver. The two Outer Hams aould be *offn? 

A. Yes. 
Mr.Moss. 



Signal  and Telegraph in spec to r  M i l l s  was ca l l ed  and questioned. 
b. 

,. 
: ,  

Q. , : : .$t has' been, suggested t ha t  there  :was a defec t ive  
'' Sir Also, s igna l  on the Slow l i n e  18 months t o  2 years ago. Do 

you know . . . .  of any case? .......... , S  ... 
. , .. ~. , . . . . . . . .  . ~ , .  ~. 

A .  Yes, we had one about, t h a t  time.:. It wi:s a g raph i te  
. . , . .bear ia$  axpe.ri.ment. wiii'were t r y 1  rig" out  and we had i t  pu t  

04 the Home S i p a l  on t h g S l o r ~  rqad. We were t r y i n g  it 
out; t 6 :  &b. away. w.i'th:Wf lklig. We' G r e  t r y i n g  t o  overcome 
the  f reezing of the arms, but i t . . d i d  s t i c k  i n  t h e  
"c lea rw posi t ion .  

1 . . , .  ' ' '  ., r ' . When was t h i s ?  ' - , ".. : .  . . . . ... ..... . : : , '.. . ,. Q.: : 
S .  r . . :: L . : *.  ., , , , : : 

A. I think it  was during tB6:-a f am not qu i te  
ce r t a in .  About E years . . . .  ?,g%. .. . . ,  ., , . > ,  ; .  . , . ,  . . 

. . . . .  . . '! , . . ' S  G ,&at a& these si g&l&...7' .  

"1 

Q. 
.. . . ,  O.. : ! .. ,. :  . .: ., ...... A..; ! ..: A l l :  Upper quadrant. .: l ' ' :  ;: , , ,  . i -,.. >*,, U l+.-,, . . ._ . . .  

.< , .. . , /  ' 

. . .  .. Q When was thie  experiment? . ,L . < , ! .  . . . .  .i. . ., 

About 2 yeara ago. A. L .: , 3,' y., ". . , 
?.. ... :::!.? .:.. p, . . . .  y..,,t ! *'.. .C.;:,! ..... 

, . . . .  ;< \ i.; < , -  . ' I L  

Q. . 
, . X i  i t  h 8  a : oaaeiof"$ree!&g& , .. C . X ... .............. t3.: ' ho$;:?id it s t i c k ?  

. . 

It was due to the f a c t  t h a t  t h e  g p g h i t e  had.aongealed 
i n  the casing. 

, .. ;. . . , .:. . . , .., . 
Q Have you got any more? ' ' " ' 

. . " .  . . .'! .; ' , , ;;l  ' , , ! < , h .  . . . . . .  
.&.,. , : NO i:. we .do.- not; want t h m . -  ~ . . . . . . . .  . .  1 , . (.. . . .  .., . . . .  . . . . . .  ;. 

& Have you had any t roub le  s ince  tha t rone?  :., 

. . .  NO. , . . . . . .  ' . ; .<;:.:l . . . .  / . .  . . ! 

, . , . .  , . iJ .(. . .  . .  

, mac i i s  , tiid fit; t kng ithgjca . ,: . . d6w7 ::.:. 
. , T'lii'2~tandard .. apper 

quadrant f l ldt i& . - .., ? . ,  r ., . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  ... ' ! .  . \  ; , , ,  j ; ' + "  . . .  T - 3 . ) .  . ., j : , ; . ' . . l  ,, 

...... .YQs .., .. >: , : ! ': ;: 
. . .. , L ,  1' . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . , .  . , ,  I , .  . I : . .  ' :  c , .. 

. . .  . . . , ; ' ?  . + \'. . . . .  
1s ' i t  self -0 i l i i i gF '  ' .. ,, 

. . . .  
WO, .it ha$, t o  be: oil+&'; ; l -  " "' A* ' . , - '  

. , . . . . .  
Is it. worked. by wire or ' rd7  . . . . .  Q. . . l .  , . .- - .  

A, Pulled by wire.  . ,  

& Goes back by gravity? 

A .  Yes, 

(1. How long ago is it s ince  you had a repopt of any 
Mr,Doss. de fec t  i n  the  s igna l l i ng  a t  Pottars Bar? 

A.  I oannot rmember any defec t  much on those, Maybe a 
s l i g h t  adjUstPlent on a cold f r o s t y  mornlng. 



Q. There was no work being done on those  s i g n a l s  a  
few days  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  a c c i d e n t ?  

A. No. 

Kr.Moss. We had a u t h o r i t y  t o  pu t  i n  two a d d i t i o n a l  t r a c k  
c i r c u i t s  t o  c u t  o u t  t h e  gap which i s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t ime a t  P o t t e r s  Bar and we were t r y i n g  o u t  t h s t .  

&. Was t h e r e  any t r a c k  work on then? 
S i r  Xlan. 
h. No. 



Signahan  George Thomas Baines was then Called anu tne 
f o l  Lowing statement read: - 

"1 am 65 years  of age. I have been i n  the  s e rv i ce  
of the  Company f o r  36 years and I have been a Signalman 
f o r  27 years ,  I have been a Signalman a t  Po t t e r s  Bar f o r  
4 years .  

I signed on duty on Sunday, February l o t h ,  a t  6.0pmI 
having had 12 hours r e s t  s ince  my previous t u r n  of duty. 
I am i n  good hea l th  and have had no recent  i l l n e s s .  The 
general  working was qu i te  n o m l  p r i o r  t o  the  mishap. 
P r io r  t o  the  mishap the  previous t r a i n  over the  Up Slow 
Line was No.90 up, 7.15pm passenger t r a i n  Peterborough t o  
King's Cross,  which passed my box a t  10.3pm. No.95 Up 
Passenger t r a i n ,  9.32pm fEatfield t o  King's Cross was 
described t o  me a t  10.4pm on the  up Slow Line and when I 
got  a n  i nd i ca t i on  on (m. m. m] and UG t r a c k  I lowered 
No.11 Up Slow Outer Home s igna l  f o r  t h e  t r a in  t o  approach 
the  Inner  Home s igna l .  I an t i c ipa t ed  tha$ the  t r a i n  Would 
s t o p  a t  t h e  Inner  Home s igna l  which was a t  a n g e r , ,  but t h e  
t r a i n  m n  pas t  t h i s  s igna l .  m e n  I saw t h a t  the  t r a i n  had 
passed the  Up Slow l i n e  Inner  Home s i g n a l  a t  danger I 
immediately sen t  the obs t ruc t ion  d a g e r  b e l l  s i g n a l  t o  
Marshmoor and t o  Greenwood s igna l  boxes. 1 thon immediately 
placed the  Up w i n  Line s igna l s  t o  danger, these  having been 
pulled o f f  a t  1 0 . 7 ~ 1 ~  f o r  t h e  5.0pm Express Passenger t r a i n  
Bradford t o  King's Cross. I thcn  placed the  Down Main Line 
s igna l s  t o  danger, those having been pul led  o f f  a t  10.5pm 
f o r  t h e  9 . 4 5 ~ ~ 1  Express Passanger t r a i n  King's Cross t o  
Edinburgh. M g  next thought ms t h a t  a s  the  9.32pm from 
Hat f ie ld  had run past  the  Inncr  Home s igna l s  , the  engine 
would co l l ido  with the bu f f e r  s tops  and it was wi th  t h i s  i n  
mind that I decided t o  t r y  t o  rcverso No.7 po in t s  with the 
ob jec t  of d iver t ing  thc t r a i n  on t o  t h c  Up Main nnd i n t o  
the  s t a t i o n .  m e n  J attempted t o  do t h i s  I was not c l e a r  
8s t o  the a c t u a l  pos i t i on  of t h e  Ha t f i e ld  t r a i n ,  but I 
thought I had a reasonable chance of  making t h e  l e v e r  
movement and e f f e c t i n g  t h e  diversion.  I should estimnte 
t h a t  the  Up Slow t r a i n  was running towards t h e  buf fe r  Stops 
a t  apgroximntely thc  normal spcod of a t rn in  running i n t o  
the s t a t i o n  t o  s top.  1 pul led  No.7 l w o r  r i g h t  over ,  t he re  
ws nothing r e a l l y  abnormal i n  the p u l l  of t h e  point's. The 
nex t ' th ing  t h a t  1 saw was t h a t  the  ongino had'run i n to  the  
buf fe r  s tops .  It was thcn 10.8pm. I did  not know it t h a t  
moment what had happcncd t o  the  t r a i n  i t s e l f .  I looked f o r  
the  ,Ipwn E x p r e ~ s  which I knew would be approaching and saw 
t h a t  it was jus t  on the  London sido of t h e  Inner  wopo s igna l ,  
scl f a r ' a d  I could judge. I should cstimato t h ~  specd of the  

L. 

 own' Expros$ passenger t r a i n  a t  about 40 milcs  por hour when ' it: oame thzo@ the  s t a t i o n . ,  I did not d c t u a l l y  s ee  the 
qg j fdo  of ^the-@Wm'~xpross hgt tho coaoho,s of t h c  Slow 
pass-!@or tsoin,"bu-t I hoarg h crunching noiso. I thon 
mado a n  .i8Ynmdiat@roport t o  Con tml  on tho tolophono. I 

' 
d i d  not see, o r  hoer &nythingL of t h e  Up Express Passonger 
t r a i n .  

. . 

3 * .  ' Q. ~ 6 u . S . a y  the t ~ . i n  passed y6& box a t  , 'U .spm and t h i s  o ther  
: S i r  . , G i n t k a i n  W&$ des0ribed t o  you, n't. lo.4pm. whore da you got 

, . ' .  . , ; these  , . t imes from? . . , , 

.. . 
& .  

Q.   tie re d o  . ~ o u  get  ,.. ., t he se  t.%:s: f~rom? 
' . . ,  . . . .  . .  v .  > : . , . . I\ 

A .  From a r e g i s t e r . .  -' '.28 - ' .' 
. . 



Did you leave it t o  the  Signal  md? 
. . . .  

We have n o  s i g h 1  Boys on on Sundays. . . 

What is Lo-l? 
. . ~, 

NO. 90 -passed ~ a r s ' h m o ~ r  ~t 9.57, I pasded it on t o  Greenwood, 
the  fo&ard s i g n a l  box, a t  10.1, and t h c  t r a i n  passed 
Po t t e r s  Bar a t  4 . 3 .  Re oame up the  Slow road. 

. . .  . - ,  . ,  . .  
Is t h a b ~ t i m e d  i n  the r e g i s t e r ?  . . 

. . ,  

yes. 
. . ~  

, , '  .. 
How Zast .was :eh8 . loca l  t r a i n  going? . . ........ 3 ' 

It is r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  est imate t h e  speed but t h e  
suburban. t r a i n  was pu l led  up very  quickly. 

~ .. . . 
Between 25 and 30 rd..'p.h.? . . 

1 Bo not t h ink  I s h o u l d  -be under-estimating i f  I sa id .20 .  
. . 

You pu t  t h e  accident  a t  10.81 . 
. . . .  . -. . . . yes.. . . . . . .  

, . 
. .~ . . I have been Cold 4 . 7 . -  

. . , , . . . 
. . . .  

The Obstruction Danger s i gna l  was sent  a t  10.7. 

Therefore t h e  acc ide r~ t  could not have happened a t  10.8. 

Yes. The Obstruction mnger  s i g n a l  Was sant  t o  Marshmoor 
and Greenwood before t h e  t r a i n  cane t o  the  buf fe r  s t ops .  

Your s i g n a l s  were working properly? 

,, . . . . .  yes. 
. . .  
: I ,. 

1 

Sir  A+arz Lv&l.X.~sk: you a. few questions l a t e r . '  , ,  . . ' 
... . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . .  a 'i . , . . m  

S ., . <  . 
. . . > ~. . . .  , ; . .  , . . . X  , . 

Driver &anley Trigg was c a l l e d  and iiis - staieinent as' . f o i l o ~  
, . SWd:'L. . . ~. . . 

. . . . 
, . 

11:I have been i n  the Company18 tiervice 29* years ,  and 
have been *.Driver f o r  83 years ,  during 'which t i r n s  I have 
boen.:8tatimdad a t  t h e  Kingls-Crose 'Wpot ,  I a n  working i n  
W h a t  ie known 8.9 the  Metropolltan Link, hnYih& been On, 
that work~f%r'.;,approxFwotely on8 nonth.. .. This ifivolvk~s . . .  
working betweeh Har t ford  and. King*s -C*oss, air&:@elw& ' 

. . 
Garden C i t y  a& Up;its Cross.; ' to$e,th6r~:wi~h"~dgal~;pas~enge~'~ 
shunt ing &nit enpty o o a o h s ~ r I c i n g  %urn&. . p r l o r '  t o  t h i s  I 
w a s  f o r  nine months i n  t h e  AlekaiIdr+ palaoe Link (Push 
End P u l l )  whiah involved working b e t ~ e n  Alexandra Palace 
and Finsbury Park a s  a nornal weekly r o s t e r ,  with occasional 
Sunday tu rns  working t o  Hertford and qelwyn Garden Ci ty .  
i have -alsb-:worked a s  - a  pireman oh seven Roycl trains. 
I signed.<on a t - - 4 . 2 9 ~ 1 ~  on Sunday, lgtifi' February, t o  , re l i eve . '  
t h e  Driver of No.37 diagmn a t  K i n g m s  Cross and subsequently 
t o  work the  7.35pm King95 Cross t o  Welwyn Garden C i ty ,  the  
8.50 empty coaches Welwyn Carden Ci ty  t o  Ha t f i e ld ,  and the 
9.32pm passenger r a i n  Hatf ie1.d t o  King 1s Cross. I i previously had 26 hours r e s t ?  ;I nn i n  good h e a l t  and 
have had no reclent i l l n e s s .  The weather during ny t u r n  of 
duty was fine and o lea r .  The journey f r o n  King's Cross t o  
Welwyn Garden C i t y  was nonaal. I n  the Up d i r e c t i o n  t h e  , . 



Q. 
S i r  Alan 

journey w a s  a l s o  no rm1  t o  Hot f ie ld .  The working 
of the  engine was n o r m l ,  and we were t r a v e l l i h g  
bunker f i r s t  i n  the  Up d i r ec t i on  with a  lef t -hand 
drive.  

We l e f t  Hatf ie ld  at 9.52pn. Af t e r  leaving 
Hat f ie ld  on the Slow l i n e  we wore stopped a t  t h e  
Hatf i e l d  Advance S t a r t  in$ s igna l  f o r  app rox imte ly  
two minutes. The Red Ha l l  s igna l s  were i n  t h e  *Offn 
pos i t ion ,  bu t  the  Marshnoor Up Slow Distant  s i gna l  was 
a t  caution.  1 checked t h e  tra;n approaching the  
Marshnoor Home s igna l ,  and c- a lnos t  t o  a atand when 
I noticed both the S t a r t i n g  and Hone s igna l s  cone o f f .  
The d i s t a n t  repeater  f o r  the Marshnoor I n t e r r e d i a t e  
Block Hone was showing a green l i g h t .  We nade the  
booked s t o p  i n  n o r m l  t ~ n e  a t  Brooknans Park S te t ion .  
We nade a nornal s t a r t  f r o n  Brooknans park ,  and on 
approaching t h e  Marshinoor In teruedia to  Block Hone s igna l  
I noticed It was showirg a green l i e h t .  There were no 
o thor  l i g h t s  showing except t h e  s igna l  applicable t o  the  
l i n e  on which I was t r a v e l l i n g .  proceeding f u r t h e r ,  I 
not iced that the Po t t e r s  Bar Up Main Line and Up Slow 
Line Distant s i gna l s  were 'both a t  caution,  The po t t e r@ 
Bar Up Slow L i n e  Outer p m e  sigqial was i n  the  ffOffff 
pos i t ion ,  a n d - I  a l s o  not iced t h p t  the  Up Main Outer 
Home s i g n a l  was i n  t h e  Ymlf pos i t ion .  1 should e s t i m t e  
t h a t  1 was t r a v e l l i n g  a t  betwecn 35 and 40 u.p.h. when 
I passed t h e  Distant s i gna l ,  and I s h ~ t  off s teat l  p r i o r  
t o  passing t h e  gu te r  Hone s igna l .  I saw the Inner Houe 
s i g n a l s ,  one pf  which was rod and the  :other green. I 
was a a o s t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  the  s i g n a l  i n  t h e  f foff"  p o s i t i o n  
was tho one appl icable  t c  the  Up Slow Lino. I had a 
good view of the s igna l s  a s  1 approached then. AS I 
passed the  Innor ~ o m  s igna l s  I applied the  brake ready 
t o  take the  lead frori the Slow Line t o  the  Main Line, 
and t o  s t o p  i n  the  po t t e r s  Bar Up p l a t f c r u .  Tho next , 
th ing  1 knew was t h a t  the ongino had h i t  tha  buffer  
s t ops ,  and I should c s t i m t c  t ha t  a t  tho  t i n e  we were 
t r a v e l l i n g  a t  about 15 u.p.h. I was st i l l  applying 
the  brakes a t  the  tislc When the  engine h i t  the  Stops. 
My m t e  and 1 were thrown acrGss the  cab, a ~ d  a s  .soon 
a s  we had recovered we looked out and saw the  headl ights  
of a  Down passenger t r a i n  coring through t h e  s t a t i o n .  
~Lmrrt a t  %he sand ~ ~ o n e n t  wa notiood t h a t  what appeared 
t o  be t h e  first and second coaches of our  t ra in  were 
across  t h e  Up Main Line and foul ing the Down Main Line. 
I was not su ro  whether the  engine QP the  Down, passenger.  
Cxain had the  s t e a n  011 o r  no t ,  but I .flhoulQ e s t i m t e  
t h e  speed of the  t r a i n  a t  approxinately 25 t o  30 n.p.h. 
The engine pf t h e  Down Passenger t q , $ p  then collided 
wl th  .the aoaches of our t r a i n ,  and the  Down t r a i n  s h o r t l y  
afterwards cane t o  s stand.  I then got  o f f  the  foo tp la te  
and walked round t h e  r e a r  of i;y t r a i n  when 1 discovured 
t h a t  an Up t r a i n  was a l s o  involved i n  . tQe.col l iaion,  and 
t h i s  was -the flrst I knew about an Up t r a i n  bein@; 
involved. I could not say  how nany coaches of ny t r a i n  
were l e f t  s tanding on the  running l ines .I f  

,.. *. 
You 'have. been on Royal t r a i n s ?  

. . ,  , 

, . .. . 

How .. . ~ n y .  Royal t r a i n  t r i p s  have you. taken? 
. . , .  . . ,  

'A&& nine. ~ h o n  I was f i r i n g  at  Gabr idge .  

~ u i t o  f i t  on th i s  journey? 

yes. - - 



No colds?  

No. 

You were on the  right-hand s ide?  

yes.  

Were you on time? 

We l e f t  Ha t f ie ld  about 9.52pm, about 20 minutes l a t e .  

9.32pm is  the  r i g h t  time? 

Yes. 

wasn't the re  another  l i g h t  on the  Main? 

No l i g h t  a t  a l l .  

Why were t h e r e  no o ther  l i g h t s  showing on the  Main Line? 

A. They a r e  approach l i g h t i n g  s igna l s  and the  Main Line 
Mr.- at-l is of t h e  sea rch l igh t  v a r i e t y  and wi th  t h e  spaoing 

between the  Fast 1$ne and the  slow, it is  qui te  poss ib le  
t h a t  he m y  be out  of t h e  d i r ec t  beam. 

Q. e e  was ke'te'ing two colbur l i g h t  s i g n a l s ,  one e i t h e r ~  
s i d e  of Brobbans  park? .. 

A.  The approach Lighting is p a r a l l e l  l i g h t i n g  wi th  l i g h t s  
Mr.Moss on the  Main Line and vice versa .  

Q. There were no o ther  l i g h t s  showing? 

A. It is qu i t e  poss ib le  t ha t  being a Searchlight  s i g n a l ,  
M r . M o s s  whiah is not f ~ x  t h ~  l i n e  o ~ l  which hu was t r c v d l i n g ,  he 

ma'y not not ice  t h a t  it was a l i g h t .  

Q. can you say  w h a t  s o r t  of length  of view you had? 

A. I cannot. .. ' L  .: 

Q, What, s o r t  df d$Wnce? 'Three . . o r  f o u r e t r a i n  lengths?. ' .  
. . . . 

A. I suppose it would be. 

Q. "@put,%$ . . l~ng ' .a f te ' r  the  t i m e  you h i t  t h e  buf fe r  s tops 
d i d  you g o  . k&k? ~ . . . 

A. we .  'were o r  3 m i m t a s  ~puUing ouraelvei3 tbgether  and 
than we . . went down stra'i&"t away. 

. . . . .. . . 

Fireman LePnard James Dungate was r a l l a d  and t h e  following 
statement read: - 

('1 have been employed by the Company f o r  10 years ,  
and i n  t h e  Locomotive Department f o r  64 years. The 
whole of my time i n  the  Locomotive mpartment has been 
a t  King's Cross Depo5. I am i n  good hogtlth, and have 
suf fe red  no recent  i l l n e s s .  I signed on a t  4.29pm on 
Sunday, l o t h  February ,.<and afterwards worked with Driver 
Trigg a t  King's Cross S t a t i o n  and subsequently on the  
7.35pm passenger t r a i n  King's Cross t o  WeJwyn Cardep Ci ty .  

'I 



I had had 27& hours r e s t  before s igning on. We had 
a normal journey down t o  Iielwyn Garden C i ty  and back 
t o  Ha t f i e ld  with the  empty coaches. 1 could nat say  ' 
exact ly  what tJhiu  we l e f t  Ha t f i e ld  i n  t h e  Up d i r ec t i on  
wi th  the 9.32pm t r n i n  t o  King's Cross, but we were l a t e .  
Ha t f ie ld  Advance S t a r t i n g  s i g n a l  on the  Slow Line was 
a t  danger, and w e  were delayed the re  t w o  o r  t h r ee  
minutes. I d i d  not not ice  any f u r t h e r  s i gna l s  u n t i l  
I not iced my Driver app l ied  the  brake,  and we were then 
approaching Marshmoor where the  Home sigrrnl was a t  danger. 
We hardly  stoppod, a3 the  s i g n a l  came o f f ,  and we proceeded 
on the  journey. The oolour light s igna l  on the  approach 
side of Brookmans park S t a t i o n  sAowed a groan light. We, 
made a normal Stop a t  Brookmans Park S t a t i on .  Af te r  w e .  
l e f t  I noticed t h a t  t h e  Marshnoor Up Slow I n t e r b d t a t e  
Block Home Signal  was showing a green l i g h t ,  and I then 
s t a r t e d  my f i r i n g  du t ies ,  but I noticed that t h e  Po t t e r s  
Bar Up Slow Line Distant s i g n a l  was i n  the  WnfI pos i t ion .  
I l e f t  o f f  f i r i n g  the  engine a f t c r  we had passed thaa- - 
Distant s i g n a l ,  and I noticed t h a t  t h e  Up Slow Line 
ou t e r  Home signal was i n  t h e  tlofffl pos i t ion .   he-  river 
had Shut off  steam before we passed tho Outer Home s igna l .  
I was then engaged i n  breaking a lump of c o a l ,  but I 
looked up a s  we were approaching the  LnnercHomo si ,gml 
and s a w  t h a t  the  s i g n a l  f o r  the  up slow ~ i n o  was i n  the  
llOffll pos i t ion .  The Driver had applied t h e  brake before 
We got t o  the  Inner  Home s igna l .  The next this I knew 
was t h a t  we hod ooll idod v i o l e n t l y  with some obs tmot ion .  
I was knuaked off my bdanoe ,  and a s  soon a s  I recovered 
I looked out on t h e  off s i d e  of the engine. I could see  
t h a t  two o r  t h r ee  of t h e  coachas of our t r a i n  were norosa 
t h e  Up Main Line and r o u l i l y  the  Down Main Line. Almost 
immediately I saw a Down pesscnger t r a i n  ooming through 
t h e  s t a t i o n ,  and 1 shouted t c  t h e  Signalman. The e q i n e  
of t h i s  t r a i n  cut  through tho coachos of our  t r a i n  whioh 
were f o u l  of the  Down Main Line. I should est imate the  
speed of the  Down passenger t w i n  at  40 t o  45 m.p.h. 
I then l e f t  my engine wi th  Driver Trigg, walked round 
our t r n i n  and found an engine ly ing  an i t s  s ide .  I 
thought t h i s  was the  engine of the  Down passenger t rain 
which had been turned over by the  co l l i s iOn ,  and only  
af terwards  disoovered t h a t  an ~p t r a i n  was involved i n  
the  accident 

Q. WBhh Side.,,,was the platform a t  Brookmans Park? 
( S i r  Alan) . . 

. ~ 

. 
,, . . . 

A. The Dripervs . .. s i d e  gcing bunkor f i r s t .  . , . , __ .  . 

Q. Did you see  the s i g n a l  go t d  ''Off"? 

A. No, it was a l ready  'foffi* when I looked. 

Q. .You were on t h e  lef t-hand s i d e  of the  foo tp l a t e  t r a v e l l i n g  
i n  t h a t  d i r ec t  ion? 

I ",* . . , .  

A. Yes, f a o i l y  London. 

S i r  Alan W i l l  you please s t a y  a s  I Eave . . some more guestions t o  
ask you l a t e r .  

passenger Guard Florence ~ c y  Haden was then c a l l e d  and her  
statement , a s  under, was read:- 

"1 have been employed by the  Company f o r  near ly  
t h r e e  years ,  and have beep a ssenger Guard f o r  
appraAxw$ely . . years  and t K" yee montha. I Signed 
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on duty on Sunday, February l o t h ,  a t  4,10pm, worked 
the  4.24pm W s e n g e r  t r a i n  Kingfs Cross t o  Hertford 
and 5.35pm Hertford t o  Kingls Cross,  and the  7.35pm 
~ i n g p s  Cross t o  welwyn Garden City.  I came back on 
the  8.Wpm cars Welwyn Garden Ci ty  t o  Hatf i e l d ,  and 
9.32pn fro= Hatf ie ld  t o  Kingfs  Cross. I had had 21 
hours r e s t  b f o ~ e  taking duty on the  Sundax. I EUU i n  
good hea l th  and have had no reoent i l l n e s s .  We were 
working qu i t e  ?m%ally. ~t was 9.55pn by my watch when 
we l e f t  Hatfield wi th  the  9 . 3 2 ~  t ra in ,  but my watch is 
mt too PeliaBle. We were delayed by s igna l s  leaving 
HatSield and we were pxeceded over the  Up SIow Line by 
t h e  PeWrbomugh t r a i n .  We were stopped at Rat$igld 
Up Slow Advanae s igne l .  I did not see  MarshmooV Dis tant  
s i g n a l ,  but the  Home s igna l  was a t  Danger and i f  was only 
lowered jus t  before we got t o  it. we proceeded to.  
Brookmans Park S t a t i o n  and made a normal s top.  Af t e r  
leaving Brookmans park S t a t i o n  I was engaged i n  making 
Out my journal ,  and 1 did  not see any more C3igd.S. AS 
we approached po t t e r s  Bar t h e  Driver appl ied  the  brake 
and I picked UP my Lamp and walked t o  the  door, and jus t  
as I got t o  the  door I f e l t  a j o l t  which threw me o f f  my 
balance. I go% baak t o  the  door and looked out on t h e  
left-hand aide of  the  t r a i n .  AS I knew we were pot i n  
the  s t a t i ~ n  I walked over t o  t h e  off  s i d e  and looked out 
of the  window, and the L i n e  appeared t o  be o b s t w t e d  
near t h e  Etignal box. I got out  of t h e  brake and oould 
hear  an Up t ra in  a p p h c h i n g ,  although I could not then  
see it. I ran towards t h e  approaching up t r a i n  shouting 
as 1 d i d  so,  and shewed a red  l i g h t  wi th  my hand kunp. I 
not iced t h a t  t h e  brakes were being appl ied  on t h e  Up t r a i n ,  
and I should say  it  was a fuli appl ica t ion  of t h e  brake when 
t h e  t r a i n  a c t u a l l y  passed me on t h e  Up Xain Line. I W a s  
very upse t ,  and cannot remember c l e a r l y  what happsned 
afterwards .." 

. .. 
Q. W h a t  was the  time ;you:.X6ft Brookmans Park?; 

Sir Alan . . 

10.6 h a v i n g  BrcaokmantS Pork. 

Waa it a normnal applicabion of the brake? 

1 was prepared f o r  him to run  Ut0 the $dabfarm. 

You were i n  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  t r a i n 7  

yes. 

How long a f t e r  was it t h a t  t h i s  Up t r a i n  appra$ohN 
a f t e r  the  accident  oocurred? About 2 seoon&sT 

yes ,  I should th ink  it Wwld  be. 1% was as soon a s  I 
looked out  of the  WindoW. 

How f a r  do you th ink  you were ab l e  t o  so up the  l i n e ?  

I a m  s o r r y  I have-got no idea. 

I suppose you ran? 

I ran  a s  fast as I oou'ld.' 
. L  . . .  

. . 
. -  3 % -  . . . . . . .-. 



Q. RQP-8. you go t  any idea what the speed was when you ran  
i n t o  the  bureap s tops?  

A. I am s o r r y  I cannot est imate t h a t .  

LIr Am You have t h ~  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of knowing t h a t  your red  
l i g h t  was seen by the  Driver of the Up %rain .  

A I d i d  not know t h a t .  

Q. When you f e l t  t h e  brakes being appl ied  you picked Your 
lamp up t o  go t o  t h e  door. Did you th ink  t h a t  you were 
jus t  about t o  e n t e r  p o t t e r s  Bar s t a t i o n ?  

A .  Yes. A s  we run i n t o  the s t a t i o n  I go t o  t h e  door. 

Q. The first th ink  you knew t h a t  something d i f f e r e n t  was 
occurring was when you f e l t  t h e  bump? 

A. Yes, and I got  down from t h e  van a t  once. 

Q. Did the  t r a in  pass you? HOW much of the  t r a i n  passed 
YOU? Can you remember &hat? How many coaches? 

A. I maUy could not say. 1 just  got out  of the  Way. 

Passenger Guard WiLfred ~ o h n ' & l l i n g  w a s  oaUed  and qbest ioned: - 
Q. You were t h e  Guard of t h e  Wwn Express - 9.45pm from 

Kingra Croas. 

A. Yes. .. . 
. . 

. . . .  . 

Q. How o ld  a r e  you? 

A. My age was 6 2  l a s t  February. 

Q. HOW many years  se rv ice?  

A. 47  years.  

Q. YOU l e f t  Wngrs Cross and were approaching Po t t e r s  Bar. 
What Speed w e r e  you t r a v e l l i n g  approaohing p o t t e r s  Bar?  

A. About 45 m.p.h. o r  jus t  over! t h a t .  

S i r  Alan I want you t o  t e l l  me jus t  what happened. 

A .  Just a s  we go t .ou t  of t h e  tunne l  I went out  t o  Shut my 
ves t i ba l e  door and just came back when I went r i g h t  on 
my back when we s t ruck  the  obst ruot ion.  I piaked meu 
up and 1 went on my baok again. 1 piobed myself up and 
went on my back again - t h r e e  times. I lqpked a t  h i s  " 
brake and he still  had 20, .and I looked a t  the  steam 
hea t e r  and he s t i l l  had 20 on. ~t appears t h a t  owing 
t o  the  Driver h i t t i n g  t h e  obs-ction he oouldn*t ge t  
a t  h i s  brake and, of' OoUrDe, it gave my t r a i n  a good 
jerking and t h a t  was how the  c a s u c l t i e s  i n  my t r a i n  
were hardly anything at all.  

S.. " * .- 
Q. ~ i d  you go up t o  the  -Pront f i r s t ?  

A. I got down and went out t o  the  signal box f i r s t  and then 
up t h e  f r o n t .  

Q. Did you W e  a word w i t h  the  Driver? 



A. No. The f i r s t  person I met was a lady coming, down 
from t h e  s t eps .  1 sa id  What has happened", and she 
said Tau have run i n t o  a t r a i n  t h a t  has been derailedlf.  

Q. What i s  the  normal speed. 

A. The normal speed is about 45 mph. : We only had 13 on. 

Q. You a r e  sure  t h a t  you ware knocked down on .your back 
three  t imeq? 

A. Yes,. hy the  rebound of t h e  t r a i n .  1t was not a sudden 
s top.  

Q. How had he s t i l l  got 207 

A. He d i d  not apply h i s  brake inmediately a s  he was unable 
t o  do so.  

. . 
Q. Did  the  Driver t e l l  you t h i s ?  

A. Yes. He s a i d  t h a t  when he was thrown out4'of h i s  
pos i t i on  he could not ge t  over t o  h i s  brake. 

Q. There were no pipes oame apar t  nor the  steam pipes 
oame apar t?  

A. There was a d iv i s ion  between t h e  f i r s t  coach and t h e  
tender.  That was when he oame t o  a s t a n d s t i l l .  

Q. You th ink  t h e  Up t m i n  ooming i n  induced the  tender  
t o  go up and t h e  f i r s t  coach t o  go up? 

A. 1: could not say  anything about t h e  Up t r a in .  

Q.   id you not ice  your gauge go? 
~ r - m s g m v e  . 

A. Yes. S t r a igh t  down. 1 had my f u l l  20 when I picked 
Pyself up.the t h i r d  time. A s  I wns walking over the re  
was a sudden appl ica t ion.  

The fal lowing questions were then asked S i g a  Colin Willis:- 

Q .  How. o l d  a r e  you? 
S i r  Altin . , . .  

A. Age 23.' . - . ' . ,  

. . .  . .  

Q. When : did. you oawmoa with t h e  Railway Compny? 
' .  
. . . .. . 

A. 2.998; ' - - ' '  
, . , .  , . . , .  

.~ . . . , , .  

Q. What Was t h e  f i r s t  t m i n  on the  Up Slow? 

A .  No .95 Up was stopped a t  my bane board Qn n o o o u t  o f  
No.90 being i n  f r o n t  of him. 

. . 
'' Q. Which ho:-you : ca l l  your home. board? 

. . 

A .  The onc outs ide  my box. No.95 was cfikhkcd m e r e  on 
account of No.-90 :in f w n t .  . He went .. . s t r a i g h t  - . . . up the  
Slow t o  Po t t e r s  Bar. . . .  

Q. How d i d  you know he was there?  

A. By the track o i r c u i t .  
- 55 - 
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W 9  W h a d  21 you checked him a t  27 
. - *  

Yes. 

you d i d  not p u l l  o f f  21 

I pul lad  off when he was c l ea r .  3 was cleared by 
t h e  time I pul led  2 o f f .  

Did you have t o  o p a e e  these  BrookEvXU Park s igna l s?  

yes .  

One lever? 

yes ,  one lever-Green f o r  the  slow road. 

Did they go Green s t r a i g h t  away? 

Yes. 

On t h i s  occasion? 

yes ,  f o r  t h e  t r a i n  concerned. I could not p u l l  O f f  
u n t i l  No.90 had c leared p o t t e r s  Bar. A t  l e a s t  I did 
not p u l l  o f f  u a i l  he had gone out on the  Slow and 
the  Slow road was c l e a r .  

- . l  

 ben what happened? 
. . , 

, ..,. . .  . 
He was on-the..blos?k"to,p6t.ters ' B a r ,  he .was aocepted 
and went u p  t h e  slow- t o  po t te r s . .  Bar. .  

. .  . 
. , . *  

When did get  .. . Obstruct ion mii@;er?' . : 

I received six b e l l s  at 10.7 froln Po t t e r s  Bar. 

Clock r i gh t ?  

yes.  

When was the  cloak checked? 

Saturday mornizag about 10 o'claok. 

Did you speak t o  the  Signalman? 

I had jus t  been i n  oonversation with him and t o l d  
him where t h e  up express was and appa-ly he puUed 
of f  f o r  i t .  

When d i d  you ge t  the  express on? 

10.4. 

Did you speak' t o  him a f t e r  t ha t ?  

When bld you speak t o  Baines? 

1 spoke t o  him when I got on f o r  the  express. 

What were you talking t o  Baines about? 

I think it was t o  ask  him i f  he was going t o  rud it 
on the  Slow road o r  i f  he was holding it f o r  the express. 



W h a t  d id he say? 

He s a i d  he w a s  going t o  hold it f o r  92 and he would 
run it a f t e r  92. 

- 
92 being what? 

The Grimsby express. 

You got the Obstruction mnger at  10.7.  id you 
speak t o  the  Signalman a f t e r  t ha t ?  

He c a l l e d  me up and s a i d  what had happened a f t e r  I 
had received the  s i x  b e l l s .  

What did he say? 

255 Down had come in to  c o l l i s i o n  and tha t  was a l l  .,. 
.he sa id .  

. . 
That was a t  10.7. . . 

...," ,,.,, 

Yes, a f t e r  he had given m the  s i x  b e l l s  f o r  t h e  
obs t ruct ion.  . . 
Previous t o  t h a t  a t  10.4 you had had a conversation 
With him. T e l l  me about tl$a$? . . 

I ca l l ed  him up and No.90 passenger was i n  the  Slow 
road, t h a t  was the  one before 95. I asked him i f  he 
was running No.90 before o r  a f t e r  the  express.  He 
s a i d  I w i l l  l e t  it follow No.92 express,  t h a t  is t h e  
Grimsby t r a i n .  I n  t h e  meantime No.90 had c leared my 
t r a c k  on the  Up Slow road. When he c leared t h i s  t r aok  
I c leared f o r  No.95 and he went up t o  the autos  and at  
10.4 it l e f t  the autos .  

. ,. . 
you hsd no conversation .)?ifli E;nineS about what you 
would do with No.95 l i k e  you hnG with No .go? 

, i. . -  d .  ., 
No, I had a l ready accepted one on t h e  Main Line and 
t h e  i n t en t ion  was t o  l e t  the  express g6 ana l e t  t h e  
slbw passeriger' go on .the Slow road. 

. . . ,., 4 '; , , . . . 
, ..-.. 

Would you have otherwise d iver ted  t h e  t r a i n  Via 
Brookmans Park? 

If I had found out what was going Main Line 1 should 
probably have di rec ted  him out .  

Q. Is the  d i s c r e t i on  l e f t  e q t i r e l y  wi th  you? 

A. It i s  between po t t e r s  Bar and myself. 

Q. 95 l e f t  the  autos  a t  10.4pm, t h a t  was t h e  9.32pm. 
M r .  Moss Was t h a t  t r a i n  stopped at t ha t  s igna l?  

A. It was not stopped. Just a s  it got t he re  t h e  t r ack  
was cle3red.and the s igna l  was pulled off  and it got  
a Green t o  go i n to  t h e  Slow r m d .  He was slowed there.  

S i r  ~ k n  
Can you t e l l  where he was? 

A. You cannot t e l l  because it is  all t r ack  working. Not 
unless  he was standing a t  the  autos .  



Q. Unless the t r a r k  i s  occupied f o r  a mlnute o r  s o ,  you  
cannot t e l l .  you d i d  not mean t o  convey t h a t  he had 
been stopped? 

A. NO. 

Q. You merely mean t h a t  he l e f t  t h a t  t r ack?  

A. yes. 

Q. When do you p u l l  o f f  t h a t  au to  s i g n a l  f o r  a passenger 
t r a i n ?  Is the  l eve r  looked? - 

A. It is looked r i g h t  through t o  t h e  Inxier Home a t  p o t t e r s  Bar. 

m. M w s  EJ c s r u ~ t  p u l l  it o f f  u n t i l  ho soce t h z t  t ha  
t- c i r c u i t s  a r e  c l ea r .  You cannot p u l l  o f f  t h a t  
s i g n a l  No.4 u n t i l  the  t r ack  c i r c u i t  UD. UE. UF. and W. 
are oleared.  

Q. You received six b e l l s  from p o t t e r s  Bar. What time 
, , was t h a t ?  . . . 

, .,. ., . . .. ~, 

Q. Your records show s igns  of having bean a l t e r e d .  Why 
i s  t h a t ?  

I do not thi* so. 
* - ,  

Whr did  you a l t e r  It from 10.9 t o  10.71 

Bemuse I was busy a t  t h e  time and 1 looked a t  the 
alock. 

You did  en t e r  10.91 

I did e n t e r  10.9, but on looking a t  t h e  alock f o r  
t h e  sacond time I saw it was 10.7. 

If you entered the  time a t  {lo.<? clid you a l t e r  it 
at  once? L/ 

yes ,  I a l t e r e d  it a t  t h e  time. 

I suppose t h e  s i x  b e l l s  su rpr i sed  you? 

It d i d  f o r  t h e  minute;' 
.. ... 

You had t o  write i n  s i x  b e l l s  suddenly, you had got  
10.8 just  above. y&it ' a r e  t h e e  ' f igures?  

~. 

Passenger t k i n  coming down the  Slow road, p o t t e r s  
B a r  t o  m t f i e l d ,  10.l to  10.8. 

you enter86 that 10.8 cor rec t ly .  The next moment 
you put i n  s ix  b e l l s  and is tha t  what made you wr i t e  
U . 9 ?  

y e s ,  because I probably did not e n t e r  10.8 when the  
t r a i n  went by. 1 had done all the others .  

The 10.8 passed you after you got the  six b e l l s ?  

It would be pasgizlg a t  t h e  same time or a b u t h a l f  s 
minute after. 

You a r e  8atLsfisd. tbat 10.9 was m,?? 



Q. when was your clock checked? 

A.  It should have been checked 10 o 'clock Saturday morning. 
S 

Sig-mlmn I-larold Stanley Colbert  was then oa l led  and questioned 
ss under:- 

Q. What ho you know of t h i s  accident? 
S i r  Alon 

A. Nothing a t  a l l .  

Q. When d i d  you ge t  the  Obstruction Danger? 

A. I got  s i x  b e l l s  from Po t t e r s  Bar a t  10.11. 

Q. When was your clock last oheoked? 

A .  I could not say,  but i t  should be i n  the  book. 

Q. The clock had not been cheaked f o r  days. Do you 
Mr.Green remember oheoking your clock? 

A.  It wars when I was on e a r l y  turn, 10 o*olook. 

Q. now Qid you e n t e r  t h i s  10.117 
Sir Alan 

I can t e l l  you exact ly  how t h i s  a l t '8ra t ion came 
about. Or ig ina l ly  I booked 10.11. Then Signalman 
Baines asked me what time he gave me s ix  bells. 

When d i d  Signalman Baines r i n g  you up? 
. . 

Some time afterwards.  

How long? ' 

. ,  * 

Up t o  10 minutes o r  a quar ter  of an hour. 

He rang you up and asked you w h a t  t h e  he gave YOU 
the  s i x  b e l l s ?  . . 
I s a i d  10.11. He s a i d  it was before that.  I sa id  
it might have been a minute before t h a t ,  but he s a i d  
it was 10.8. I a l t e r e d  my f igure  while I was t a lk ing  
t o  him on the  telephone i n t o  10.8., and afterwards I 
was th inking that my o r i g i n a l  f i gu re  was oorreot ,  80 I 
a l t e r e d  it baak t o  10.11. It might have been a mistake - 
half a minute o r  a minuta previous. As  soon as I got 
the  s ix  b e l l s  my first th ing  t o  do was t o  put my s ignale  
back f o r  the Pollowing express,  No.257 - the  9.65 out  - 
and put t h r e e  detonators on the l i n e ,  and i n  doing ' that 
I t r i pped  over some wires and went sprawling. By t h e  
time I got up I cannot be c e r t a i n  wi th in  a minute. 

Q. D id  you get  your detonators down? 

A;' Yes. 

Q., D i d  you s t o p  the  t r a i n ?  
. . 

A .  yes.  .,..: ~' 
, . 



Where? 

It stopped a t  my Home s igna l .  

Did it explode t h e  detonators? 

No. Actually t he re  was no hurry so  f a r  as I went, 
beoause 1 had not got on Line, but you can never t e l l .  

What t & i n  was t h a t ?  

~ 0 . 2 5 7 ,  the  9.55 out.  

Following t h e  9.451 

Yes. 

A t  what speed did  t h e  9.45 pass you? 

Well, I should say somewhere about 45 t o  50 m.p.h. 

perhaps not s o  f a s t  a s  normal; it did not pass me 
u n t i l  10.7 and it  should hcve pnssed a t  10.2. By 
my booking it was 10.7 nnd i f  t h e  t r a i n  had been 
running t o  t h e  i t  should have been 10.2. 

. . 
You did  not  know how f a s t  your clock was? 

NO. 

Your clock was f a s t ,  evidently? 

yes. 

What time was the  accident? 

A. 
M r .  Johnson 

Q 
S i r  Alan 

A .  
Colbert 

A. 

S i r  Alnn 

S i r  Alan 

It pnssed you a t  10.71 

yes. 

What is t h e  running time between you and p o t t e r s  
Bar f o r  t h a t  t r a i n ?  

3 - 39 - 4 minutes. 

It looks a s  though your olook was th ree  o r  f o u r  
minutes f a s t .  

/ 

It does not work on t h e  previous e n t r i e s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Have them examine8, and l e t  me know w h a t  the  r e su l t  is. 
Have t h e  th ree  boxes checked r i g h t  through on the  times 
and t e l l  us what the  f a c t s  a r e .  

Mr. Johnson The express was th ree  minutes l a t e  from K i n g 1 8  c ross .  

Sir Alan It is suggested t h a t  according to the  Po t t e r s  Bar 
Signalman the  accident  wae 10.1, ye t  t h i s  Signalman 
says it pllssed him a t  10.7, and he is  t h r e e  minutes away. 

Mr.Green  id you book t h e  t r a i n  a s  it passed you? 



A .  yes ,  I got  the  IS Line c l e a r  a t  9.54,  on Line from 
Colbert Barnet North a t  10.5. 1 r3ve p o t t e r s  B a r  t h e  

describing s igna l  a t  10.7 and gave out  of Sect ion 
"u Barnet North a t  10.7. 

. 
Q. were.. , j ou  . .  put t ing  t h a t  i n  a s  the  t r a i n  passed? 

S i r  Ale.,? . :  

A.. Yes, wi th in  ha l f '  a minute 1 had ' repor ted  it t o  * . 
Corit .~ol> and I had a l ready booked it.. then., 

Q. You. r e ~ o r t e d  it normally bes'ore thz accident  happened, 
t o  Control? 

A. yes .  

Sir  Alan That can be checked by t h a  report; 31' Control.  Then 
we must check Baines.1 .book. 

(S i r  Alan looked a t  th3  Train Register  Book). 

Q. When Baines rang you up regarding t h e  time he gave 
Mr.Coss you s i x  b e l l s ,  t he r e  is no suggestion, I take i t ,  

t h a t  fie was asking you to e n t e r  a p a r t i c u u r  time i n  
your Tra in  Book? 

Q. He just  wanted t o  check h i s  own time? 
Mr .COS S 

A .  Yes, I expect so. 

S i r  Alan Yes, that is a l l  ri@% - 

I do not think t he re  i a  any-t.iiing a c r e .  I th ink  we 
can c lose  t h e  public: p a r t  o f  t h i s  Enquiry. 

---, 

I want t o  ask xr.. ~ k i ~ c o a  ace or t.& things .  . . 

What about thi.3 cand drag, W. aarton? Why Canp0t 
we put i n  a s and  drag? . . . ." . . , , 

Xr.Barton There is  no room a t  present ,   inle less . the SuperintsPdent 
says he ne-$er wants t o  put a n  engine the re  out of t h e  
way. 

M r .  Johnson We :W, ( M r .  Johnson explained t h e  working t o  S i r  
" 

Alan Mount' on the  p lan ,  and t h e  f u n c t i ~ n  of the  spu r ) .  

Mr.Barton I suggest it a c t s  a s  a  dual funotion. We have many 
more l i k e  t h a t .  

.. . 
S i r  Alan  he &eat ~ 6 k t e r n  put i n  a sand d r a g , a f t e r  one of - .  , . .. 

t h e i r  accidents .  I got them t o  do it. . - .  

1 . ._., _ 
Mr.Bart0n There would not  be a platform a t  the immediate 

, . 
end of i t ?  

, . .  . .  .: . . ... ,, , . 
SiT:&.a;n .&M, t h e r e  wa;s not.  . , 

What, t l ;e~l ,  is the  deduction t o  be drawn from t h i s ?  
.That h i s  c i o c ~  was very  badly wroag? 

Mr-Goss I f  you check the  times of the  hfarslinoor and potters '  
, . .  .B4r books, .I th ink t h a t  i s  a  c l e a r .  ind ica t ion  t h a t  

.. : - .as f a r  3s Gri3enwood.is concerned, he nus t  have been 
well  out'' f o r  time. . .. 

. . . 
- ,-- 4 1  '.. 

. . . .  



S i r  Alan Is Bsines a l l  r i g h t  w i t h  h i s  10.71 

Vr.GreQn I do not  know. These men g e t  s i x  b e l l s ,  and it 
map have been 3 Pew u inu tes  h t e r .  

;h8 klan yes .  It comes t o  t h i s  t ime l z g  i n  e n t e r i n g  up 
books. If you a r e  t o o  busy 2nd h w o  t o  e n t e r  up 
books a l i t t l e  b i t  k i t e  it j u s t  c'tches you. 



, . 
. . 

, . 

Sigrialman George Thomas Baines was reca l led  and 
aake'd the  following questions :- 

0. You have been very d e f i n i t e  about your times here 
S i r  Alan i n  your evidence - "The Peterborough - King's Cross 

t r a i n  passed my box a t  10- 7. 

A. Yes, sir, from the Slow Road. 

Q. ' 

. . 
Is t h a t  entered up a t  the time? : ,  , . . 

A. yes. . . 
. .. . 

Q. . -When was your cldck l a s t  chsiked? . . 
. : , 

. .  A. A t  7-jb on ' the same 'night.  I p u t  .. i t  b ~ c k  . .2& minutes. 

8. Did you do i t  yourself?  .. , .. - 
. . 

A. Yes, I hadbeen  on with Control,-bs t o  t h e  cor rec t  
time. Our clock, when i t  wants winding up, always 
gaino, and I asked what was the  time,' and I sa id  my 
time was corrected by 24 minutes, a s  w i l l  be seen i n  

. . the  block book, which is hare now. 

Q* Why d i d  you do i t  then? Any reason? 

.Ab Well, I always check i t  up on a Sunday n igh t  t o  see 
what time i t  is, because sometimes we get  our l e g  
pulled.  When you a r e  sending on a t r a i n  they say 
'!Why do you not  get  a decent clock"? 

Q* You a r e  satisfied t h a t  your clock was r i g h t  time? 

A. Yes, a i r .  

Q* You checked i t  a t  7, and you are  s a t i s f i e d  a l l  the  
times you have i n  your book a r e  correc t?  

Mr. He made the  en t ry  a t  7-50, and there  is no doubt about 
Green it. That clock does go wrong on o Sunday night. 

. ... . S i r  Alan . It hnal.b,e& mentioned to me t h i t '  t h e  =look stopped 
' a f t e r ,  *the, accident. ... 

,, . . ' P  

. ~ a i n e s "  . - Yes, th& i s  cor reo t ,  sir ," " .  . . , . . . 

Mr.Qreen when I &lked up i n  Use, box t h e c l o c k  was 10-1 08, and 
it ?topped there.  ,.... 

. . . I ; .  , . .. . 
Why' did i t  do t ha t ?  , , ' Q.: 

, .S i r  Alan . . 

A. Because a piace  08 wood was knocked of f  which covers 
the wiring bnd it Knocked the clock on one s i d e  and 
stopped i t ,  f o r  the pendulum was not  going equally. 

Q. . . Then the'0reenwood signalman. t e l l s  me t h a t  you rang 
him up sometime ' a f t e r  the  accident  to check h i s  time? 

I , ,  . . 
. . Yes, sir. . . 



Q* He pu t s  down 10-11 a s  the  time of your "Obstruction 
DangerQt s ignal .  What was the time of your t tObstruction 
Dangertt s ignal?  

A. 10- 7p.m. May I ask,, sir, wtiat time the  Greenwood 
signalman gave me the describing s igna l  f o r  255 Down, 
the 9-45 out?  

M r .  Johnson l 0- 7. . . . . . , . .  

Sa ines  I have got  10- 5, so t h a t  would equal ise  it out. 
It shows there  is  a two minutes d i f f e r ence . '  

Mr.Green. I have analysed i n  t h a t  book s ince  7-50 tfie d i f ference  
i n  times between Greenwood f o r  a l l  e n t r i e s ,  and you 
w i l l  s e e  the re  is a va r i a t i on  of time of two minutes 
i n  the  t r a i n s ,  b u t  there a r e  four  minutes i n  t h i s  
s i x  b e l l s  signal. 

S i r  Alan. And Greenwood i s  saying s i x  b e l l s  came two minutes l a t e r ?  

Mr-JohOsorrIie i o  aaying fou r  minutes l a t e r  - t h a t  is Signalman 
Bdnes '  suggestion. 

Sir Alan. 

l 
A. 

Q* 

A. 

Q* 

A 

Q* 

A. 

Q. 

A.. 

Le t  me have a n o t e  about tha t .  Have t hebooks  
analysed. I n  your evidence, Baines, you say "The 
next th ing  I aaw was the  engine had run i n t o  the 
b u f f e r  stops. It was then 10- 8p.1n.~~ Why d i d  you 
send "Obatruc t i on  Dangertt s igna l  a t  10- 7p.m+, . i f  the 
accident  had not  happened? 

Because '1 could not avoid the No. 95 Up, t h a t  is the 
9-32 from Hatf ie ld ,  running i n t o  the s top blocks 
unless  there  was any poss ib le  hope of my ge t t i ng  i t  
out  on t o  the Main Line. 

B u t  why "the next th ing I saw was the t r a i n  was ruraiilg 
i n t o  the buf fe r  stops" - you put  the accident ,  then, a t  
$0- 81 . . . . . . 

Yes, sir. 

Your accident  time i s  30- 8,) ye t  you send the 
"Obstruction lEingertt s igna l  a t  10-7, and i t  seems to  
me t h a t  i t  i s  aga ins t  yourselq, Here i s  the  Greenwood 
signalman saying you sen t  i t  a t  10-11, l e s s  2, i t  might 
have been 10- 9. I cannot understand 4 minutes ou t ,  
and why a r e  you suggesting thq t  you'sent t h i s  
t * O b s t  ruc t i o n  Danger1* s i g n a l  so soon? 

I thought there  was some danger e l s e  I m u l d  not have 
s en t  it. I sent  i t  both to Marshmoor and to  Greenwood 
when I saw t h a t  the passenger t r a i n  had over-run h i s  
s ignals .  

Befora the  collision took place? Before he col l ided 
w i t h  the buffer stops? 

Oh, yes, sir, I think I was j u s t i f i e d  i n  that .  

Yes. When d i d  you r e a l i s e  t h i s  t r a i n  was running ~ a s t  
your Inner  Home s igna l?  

I r ea l i s ed  t ha t  the t r a i n  was running pas t  my Inner 
Home signal h e n  I saw it approaching pas t  the Inner 
Home. 



" Q. - That Inner Home i s  about 4 mile away. You could not  
t o l l ,  could you? I t  might probably have been nearer. 

A. I wonq t suggest i t  was nearer  than t h a t  before I saw it. 
We have got  n diagram stuck i n  f r q n t  of us ,  and I was 
probably looking back f o r  the Down Express. Then, 
cas t ing  my eye back I saw t h a t  t he  t r a i n  had o9er-run 
h i s  s ignals .  Then I sent  tbo "Obstruction D'mger" 
signal: . ,  

. .; . 

Q.. you had a previous t r a i n  on t h i s  Slaw, w ~ d  you s a y  i t  
' 

passed. you a t  10- 3. 

A. That is correc t .  
, . 
Q. - .  D i d  you immediately put back the crossovdr? .' 

, .  .., 
A. Cer ta in ly ,  sir. .. . 

Q* No doubt about i t ?  

A. No, one. does t h a t  automatically. 

Q* Did  you put  baok the s ignal?  
. , . .  , 

, , 

A. Yep, eir. 
. .  . . '  ,, i 

Q. * When'dld' . ,C ... , you g u l l  o f f  f o r  the Up Express? 
. . .  . 

A. ~t I 0- 7 9  acodix~ing .to my book, .. .. S 

(4. W&l, then; whe? . . would the Up express have been when 
you' pul led  Gffl .. b . . ~ .  

" ,  
A. According t o  t h e  running of th6' t r a i n ,  #may I say i n  

pass ing t h a t  the Up t r a i n  must  hdve been moving very 
qu i ck ly ,  i t  was two minutes from Hotf ie ld ,  and two 
minutes to come in to  the  Obstruction. 

Where do you ge t  t ha t  from? 
. . 

I gof ' t ' ha t  from Marshmoor. :' Marshmoor told me he was 
running v e r y  well. . . . , , .  . . 

. . 

You say you pulled o f f  f o r  the Up express a t  10- 7, t h a t  
i s  i n  your book. When would t ha t  have happened? 
Where would t h a t  t r a i n  have been when you d i d  tha t?  

This t r a i n  would have passed my Outer Dis tant ,  and he 
would not  be f a r  away from my Dis tan t  s ignals .  

What was i n  f r o n t  of him on the  Up? 

Nothing on the Up, sir. , 

Surely your working i s  such t h a t  the  Dis tant  s ignal  is 
no t  lowered j u s t  i n  f r o n t  of a t r a i n ,  b u t  well in f ron t .  

The D i a t a a t  s i gna l  was lowered a t  10- 7. . . . . * ,  . 
)' 

Where,in::the. 'E6urse of yourexper ience ,  was t h a t  t r a in?  
I t  was;;rvithin . s i g h t  . o f  the..Distant s ignal?  

We get  the descr ib ing s igna l  from Marshmoor. T h i s  
was r e a l l y  10- 66, but  by my clock 10- 7. 



Q. And you think i t  was approaching o r  passing Marshmoor 
then? , . .. 
. . i .  - . .  

A. It would have passed Marshmoor then. 
. . ,.' , . . .  

Q. ~t i s  .~rstm&r! S e n t e r i n g  sedtion s igna l?  . . 
. . S .  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  , 

. . 'A. Yes. sir. . . . . , .  . . . . . .  .. . . 
,. ~ . . .  :, . . . . . .  

Q A s  the! t r a i n  en te r s  the .&ec t ion  he, de.io&bes t o  you? 

. . .  A. Yes. . :  ,. . . . . . . , '  . 
. . .  I 3 . i ,  

. . . . .  . : , 
,,.:. . .  

Q: Marshmoor i s  how f a r  away from >our box? Three miles 
is i t  not? The t r a i n  entered your pe.ction ,- ? 

A. Doing say 5 0  o r  60.. a : . . .' . :..h. 

8. Well, 60 has not  been ment$oned, but  even 60, three  
minutes away. 

A. He would get  my Outer ~ i s t a d .  

S i r  Wan, You pul led  off f o r  t h i s  t r a i n ,  a l l  your s ignals ,  and it 
rvas three  mi l e s  away. That i s  t h ~ e e  minutep. He had 
a t  l e a s t  13 minutes t o  run before  he saw your Distant  
s ignal .  . . 

Idoss. He. is r e f e r r i n g  to< the Ou,ter .Dlgbpf .2  .That wpuld be 
a t  double yellor o r  green, h d  is the same sisal a s  the 
Up Main IQ$armed.$ate Blp~k~HPme.. , -! ! , i  . . 

S i r  Alan. I understand, t h i s  d e s c r i b b g  s igna l  ~ h M h  Baines 
received a t  10- 7,  was transnit-ked by &a~shmoor t o  
P o t t e r s  B a r  a t  10- 6. 

, . .>  .. 8 ; . ' 
+ . ;  ; 

.<. . , .  , 

M r . .  Goas, ~:hak. r n ~  :the t r a i n  p a s s i n & ~ a r s b o , a r ,  and the t r a i n  
. . . .  is, .&hen. three  mi les  awa& . w d  .Bpipe.s. says he received 

that , . s ignal  a t  10- 7. . He..pull.ed off .  f o r  it. 

M r .  Moss, The signalman a lso  said t h e  t r a i n  would. ge t  a s i g h t  of 
h i s  Outer Distant.  

., .. . . . . . .  . . , , . . :  , . 
sir   an. 1s t h a t  one of your d ~ u b l s . . ~ e l i i w a ? .  .,. . 

. . 
. . . . . .  . . > .  , . . , .  . . . .  .,.. : , . ,, ,: : :  

~r&l&Awar..I~:, t t p i . ~ a u .  Line s i g n a l  i a  a t  @;e&,:,.$.h6 Driver i s  
r i g h t  away from P o t t e r s  Bar on the Main Line only, bu t  

. . . . .  . . no t  on. the  Slow Line. : . . . . . . .  . ~ ,  *"  
. . . . . . .  ~. > : l  . ., . . . .  . . . .  . . 

1 I: : . .,, . ., . . 

M r .  Moss. He a on the '  Slow ~ i n e  and he i s  c l e a r  to the 
Inner Home. : , , >; i t  .. 

S i r  Alan. M r .  Moss, w i l l  you give .me a note  of t h i s .  

MP. IdPss. The O ~ t e r  and Inner pme 8ignala are proved a s  having 
been rsplaood b e W  a .tPsin be-e the  Intermediate 
Block Home aigaal w i l l  go to green. 

b i r . ~ l e a v a r . ~ k  has a semaphore 'ustadt fal lo;f ihg t h a t  green s imi l a r  
:<; . " .. . . t o  . t h e  Main L2ne on&. the reading of t h e  two green coloW 

l i g h t s  is d u f e r e n t  inaofa r  ae,:bf h .eege t s  a green on the . . 
Slow Line he must  be prepared to s top  a t  the Outer Home. 

. . . . . . . . . .  . . 
. . .. . . c ;  .. ~. . , , 



S i r  Alan. 

M r .  Moss. 

Sir Alan. 

Baines 

S i r  Alan. 

Baima , 

S i r  Ahn. 

Baines 

S i r  Alan, 

Baines 

M r .  Goes. 

That does no t  a l t e r  the times of Signalman Baines. 
A t  10- 7 Mr. Moss, he pulled o f f ,  and t h a t  t r a i n  
was three miles  away. 

Yes. 

Then when a i d  you say the  accident  happened, a t  10- 81 
~. . . .~ . . 

yes. . . - . . 
, . 

This i s  proof tha t  the Down t r a i n  ar r ived a t  10- 8 
and the c o l l i s i o n  occurred immediately afterwards. Is 
tha t  r i gh t ?  

, . Yes, sir. 
.I,_ 

, , 

The Up. express was s t i l l  approaching, and 'was half  way 
through h i s  three  miles  to g e t  here, and I think t ha t  
i s  f a i r l y  proof pos i t i ve  tha t  the Up express a r r ived  
qu i t e  sometime afterwards - a f t e r  the c o l l i k i o n  had 
occurred. 

.. . . ,.. 
wil1:you a l low-f t i r  'the ha19 minute  t h a t  I spoke of?  
A s  I sa id  before,  the describing s igna l  was 1-0- 64,' 1 
make i t  10- 7. ' In  tha t .  .half minu;@ he ... . could . g e t  a 
long' way i f  the tr 'ain was going 60 pbp..h. , ; 

, . 
You could get  half  a-mile. ... 

B u t  if I m i  h t  make a suggestion, t h a t  t h i s  t r a i n  was 2 going over 0 m.p.h. ? 

On the question of times, I was jus t  wondering whether 
t ha t  would apply t o  t h e  time f o r  the  ltObstruction 
Dange~" s ignal ,  whether i t  was 10- 73 and he puts;  
10- 7 f o r  it. 

S i r  A l a n .  Why weFe you so keen to get  t h i s :  ifObstruction Danger" 
. . s igna l  checked? 

. . .  
, . . . .  

Baines ~ e c a u s e . 1  was .:anxious to ge t .  a c o r r e c t  book. I knew 
t h a t  i f  any accident o c c u r r ~ d  there would be a Company's 
Enquiry and also a Board of Trade. 

Mr..Cleayer.,The accident  had occurred. 
. . . .  . . , . 

Baines . . -"The& was n o  u l t e r i o r  motive i n  my mind. -. . 
S i r  Alan. No, I an sure  there  was not. 

.. . , .  . . . , . . . . .  . . 
Baine S. 1t wa,g..sihrpiy .:&&ki.&, &lr.. we docheck  now and 

again, one w i t h  another: . ~ .  . .  . , 
. . ; .L ' . .  

3 

M r .  Goes.;' " 1 'tkink :you: .caw.+xpect t h a t  9s  -be;in4. a normal action. . . . !  ,.: .. . , . .  : ,  . . .> 

M r .  Green. Might I ask if h e  checked with Marahmoor as  well a s  
Greenwood7 

Baine s Yes, sir. I do no t  think I am a long way out  w i t h  
Marshmoor. 

S i r  A b r i .  You got the  o the r  chap so excited t ha t  he a l t e r ed  h i s  
him to 10- 8 and a l t e r e d  i t  back t o  10-11. 

Ba ine S I was i n  the  m i d s t  of i t ,  sir, and '1  d i d  not get  excited. 



Q., We know t h a t  you pul led  off f o r  the express a t  10- 7. 
When did you throw back your s igna l s ,  a t  10- 87 

A. No, they would be put  back before tha t .  . 

Q. Did  you say t h e  accident  happened a t  10- 81 

A. Yes. A s  soon a s  ever I sent  the Wbstruct ion Danger" 
s igna l  I rushed back to  t h e  Up Main and p u t  them back. 
Then the  Outer t r ack ,  (uM, N and 0) was occupied. The 
f irst  ind ica t ion  was occupied and the  second indicat ion 
wae) not  occupied. 

8. What does t h a t  mean? Had he passed the ~ i s t a n t  s ignal?  

A, Yes, sir, he would have passed the Outer Dis tant  when 
t h a t  l i g h t  i s  up. . . 

Q.' 'Phat was when you put the s igna l s  back to danger?,, 

A. Yea, sir. 

Q. You pu t  them baok l a t e r  than one would imagine? 

A. . 1 p u t  th$n bdck a s  soon as possible.  I :  sen t  the 
"Vbstru.ot.ion Dangar"; I rushed back :to these s igna l s  
and put them. back, He was then on (Uhf, N;.O) indioat ion,  
b u t  U0 was not lit up, therefore  he was outside the 
Outer Home. . . 

0. Yes, we'have been. told. by a piroman t h a t  he &W the  Inner 

, Home go to danger; but ha passed the Outer Home at c lea r?  

A. Yes. 
2 . ' I .  

S i r  Alaa  here must '  have been a long time - 30- 7! 

Baines Well, I do not  agree w i t h  t h a t ,  sir. I know d e f i n i t e l y ,  
I am pos i t i ve ly  sure t h a t  (UM, N,  0)  only was l i t  up. 

. Q. , B u t  the Distant s i gna l  - he might have passed 'o r  might 
. .: not  h&% passed the Distant  signal.  You had to gu t  

back t h e  Outer  Home. l l ? ., . , . .. . > 

A. Yes, sir. . , 

Q* You ' I .  .had , t o  p u t  back the b a r  4, and g u l l  the.srossover? 
,,,. 

A* Yes. 

Q- you were too l a t e  i n  pu l l i ng  the cmeeover? 

A. Yes, tha t  i s  r i g h t ,  sir. 
t .. 

Q. You pu l led  the omseover, hoping t h a t  you wguld p u l l  i t  
i n  time? . ,, * . .. ..,., . .'. -,. 

Q You missed i t  by a few seconds? 

A. By about ha l f  a second, sir. 

S i r  A&. I am t r y i n g  t o  make up my mind whether you were j u s t i f i ed  
i n  doing tha t .  This  was a t  n ight ,  ',and you could no t  
t e I l  where the t r a i n  was. 



Baines W i l l  you allow me, sir, to give my de f in i t i on  of i t ?  
The reason why I was t ry ing  to get  the 9-32 from 
Hatf ie ld  out  was i n  the hope t ha t  the Driver of the 
f i rs t  p a r t  of 94 Up would see  the s igna l s  go back i n  
time, and p u l l  up before enter ing the s t a t i o n ,  where 
95 would be. 

S i r  Alan. Yes, you would have effected tha t .  

Baines That was m y  in ten t ion ,  sip. 

S i r  Aim. And you very near ly  pulled i t  off .  - ~ u t  you were too 
l a t e ,  and I am t ry ing  t o  think - you could have acted,  

, I think, some time before. That is my.'troubl.e. .You 
: . - ~  - . pulled o f f  a t  10- 7, the  t r a i n  was then three mi les  

. away, the accident  happened a t  10- 8,  and you had two 
m i n u t e s  i n  which t o  do it .  . 

Baines . :... . f  had' to-  go back to t h e  o ther  end o f '  the  box and put the 
 DO^ Main Line s i g n a l s  a t  danger a s  . w k l l ,  and then run 
back again. . .  . 

Baines 

B 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q 

A. 

Q 

A. 

Q* 

A l 

. . , . 

sir &an, No - i t  was a l l .  over a t  10- 8. The mm t r a i n  came 
i n  under c l e a r  signals,, and p r a c t i c a l l y  as the c o l l i s i o n  
happened, p r a c t i c a l l y  a s  he ran i n to  t h e  bu f f e r  stops. 
It was only a f e w  seconds a f t e r  ' t ha t .  

, ' l ' ,  

I do remember, sir, the  -Down s igna l s -be ing  put baok , to  . , 

danger. I know well he passed the  Distant  s ignaP .a t  
Green. He had also gaesed the Outer, - H ~ m c  a t  greenr . . . . .  . . 
I am-tio't pos i t i ve  o f  the Inne r  Home; 

The Inner Home i s  opposite your box? 

No, sir, i t  i s  on the  south s i d e  of the  s t a t i on .  

..,The Driver of the Down t r a i n  d i d  n o t  see the S t a r t e r ?  

NO. 

.he kjs s a i d  t h a t  he passed ' the Inner Home a t  green, b u t  
he d i d  not  see the S t a r t e r ,  and I think you may take it 
t h a t  the Down t r a i n  came i n  under f u l l  steam. He had, 
the r egu la to r  on. . .YQu put  t he , acc iden t  a t  10- 8, 
The c o l l i s i o n  w i t h  the D h - n  t r a i n  was immediately a f t e r  
the  bu f f e r  s tops  had ,been h i t ?  

. . 

Yes, sir. He was the  f i rs t  one to go i n to  the . . debris.  

Would you l i k e  to c a l l  i t  l 0  seconds? 20 seconda? 
Was. 3 t a~.minn'te?-. . . 

b. . : . . . .., . . . . 
No, sir. 

Not half  a  minute? 

No, sir. . ' . . .  . . ~ 

.. 

. , . . I  
. . 

S i r  Urn. Therefore the  c o l l i s i o n  w i t h  the  buf fe r  s t ops  and the 
c o l l i s i o n  w i t h  the  mwn t r a i n  occurred a t  10- 8 ,  and 
you had pulled off  f o r  the  Up t r a i n  a t  10- 7 - a 
minute before,  and t h a t  Up t r a i n  was then ' the  bes t  p a r t  
of two miles  away from you. I t  looks t me a s  though 
rou had a  couple of minutes i n  which to a c t  and t o  p u l l  

d i d  not  g e t  i t  over j u s t  i n  time. 

P 
over t h a t  crossover. I t  was most unfortunate t h a t  you 



Baines Yes, I r e g r e t  t h a t ,  sir. 

S i r  Alan. you thought you were doing i t  j u s t  a s  quickly a s  you 
could. I think you had a l i t t l e  more time than you 
thought. 

Baines I want to po in t  o u t  most emphatically t h a t  when I pu t  
my s igna l s  to danger on the  Up Main the  only indicat ion 
was on ( U M ,  N, 0) .  Therefore he had already passed the 
Inner Dis tant ,  and he very probably could see the 
ind ica t ion  on the  Outer Home. ., ., 

M r .  Moss. I do not see how he would know t h a t ,  sir. You cannot 
' t e l l  the pos i t i on  of a  t r a i n  by t ha t  i nd i ca to r  going 
occupied. It goes r i gh t  back to the  Outer Home, 200 
yards away. 

S i r  Alan. Did no t  the Fireman of t h a t  t r a i n  say he go t  the green 
a t  t h e  Outer Distant? 

Baines Yes, sir. I qu i t e  agree with tha t .  He very probably 
would get  a  green a t  t h e  Inner Ms tan t .  . ,  .. . 

, . . .~ . . 
S i r  ~l&: 'If t h e  accident bppened a t  10- 8 I s h o k d .  havq.,hoped 

" ' t h a t  you put  the  s igna l s  back quickly enough f o r  h im 
t o  get a  red a t  the Outer Distant.  

. . r ..S:. ,,., *L,, ': 

Mr.Moss. No, double yellow, sir. 

Mr.Bartoll.Would he not he s i t a t e  a b i t  wondering whether he was 
going to p u l l  the express up? 

S i r  Alan. Yes, I am su:re he xocld. 

Baines The only t h i ~ g  i can-sdy i s  t h a t  t he . s lgna l e  were put 
, back to  danger a n  quickly a s  humanly possible., a f t e r  
I saw the t P a i ~ .  nad passed the  Inner Home a t  danger. 

, b 

S i r  Alan. Is tha t  the r i g h t  method of operat ion on the Slow Line? 
How do you know you d i d  not leave the  OuterH,ome on the . .  . 
Slow Line o f f ? ,  . , 

. , . .  . 
Baines I tcould  not  have been 'doni ,  s i r ,  because I -should have 

t o  put No. .l < d n d   NO.^.' back. i 
, , . . . ..  . . .. 

, . . . 
Q* To g e t  the  crossover normal? 

.. . . 
A. Yes. 

, .  , . 
Q. Afte r  $ou d i e r i t e s  ~0.90: train ' ihict t  you had, y0.u. had. 

t o  p u t  the orossover back to noma l  t o  p u l l  off f o r  the 
Up Main? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q You pul led  off f o r  the  Up Main a t  10- 71 And the 
previous t r a i n  had been over there  a t  10- 37 You 
had p l en ty  of time - 4 minutes - no question of your 
l eav ing  off the  Outer Home? 

A. No, sir. 

Q* You. d,iZ not change your mind o r  anything l i k e  tha t?  . 

A. No, sir. 



You were not  g iv ingp re fe r ence  to t h i s  l o c a l  t r a i n  i n  
f r o n t  of the  express? 

Oh, no, str. . , . . . . . . . ? ' I  ;. , . . 
. . 

I n  f a c t  you could n o t  have pul led  o f f  f o r  i t ?  . . 
. . 

No, sir, mechanically locked. A t  lear;t, the Inner 
Some would be. 

, . ,. . . 
Well, theil,. aocor&& "$?h s ~ a t e m e n t  .wh'ich ,you made, 
you were under the  impre8'$fon,that tke  ~ p . , . \ r a i n  , had 
been stop2ed? . . - ..L? ., ; , . . 

, . * ~ .  ! . . 

Yes, I was pu t t i ng  myself on the back and thinking 1; 
had done one good job tonight ,  anyway. . . . . . . . .  , . 

. . 

When d i d  you hear the up exprestl had &me i n t o  i t ?  

La te r  i n  the  evening, sir. I knew the  Up express had. .- , , 

crashed. No one told me it had crashed, but  I knew 
very 'well  t h a t ; . i t  wqs. i n  the v ic in i ty , ,  - o r  should have . .. been 'on account or  $he t racks  being li-t up. ;-: L .  

, , , 
. . , , 1 '  . . E <  

, 
, , : .  . 

D i d  you not  hear the  c o l l i s i o n ?  . :,; 
. ~ . . . . 

NO, "Air, thepe was no noise.  .NO% with . tiq , UP express. 

Wha,t stcp.s d i d  yau take to a s c e r t a i n  what had happened? . . 
M r .  Dickinson whc l i v e s  a t  the  S t a t i og ;~eusa , , . , he  cam$, 
o u t '  almost iiixncdiztely . . .  and had a look robnil4 :Qhd he' s'did 
what had hap$s:-nsd.. . . 

g , . . . .  ,. 

L .  her,? You knew v i i t b i r ,  " i: .. ' 
, . . -. . . . . .  . . 

Yes. . . 
.. 

  hen how d i d  E 1 1  t h i s  s r u f i  ge t  i n t o  the  Press? . . . . 

I am not  prepared to  say tha t ,  sir ,  t h a t  i s ' o u t o f '  my 
. . .  jur isdic t ion.  . . . . . . . .  . . ! - .  

... 
:.:, 

Mr.Goes.. Reporters have a wonderful sense of imagin3,t;ton. J i .  .. .: 
. . . .  . . . . .S 

Q. You h a d  j u s t  . t o l d  'me you thought you stopped. the . Up . 

Sir Alan. express. You '.could only have been under. t h a t  
misapprehension f o r  about 10 minutes a f t e r  the accident.  

, You m u s t  have been one o f ' t h e  -first to know what the  
f a c t s -  were.: . . . . 

' j '  . , . . ,  ... . . .  . . 

A. ..koould not  s e e  t h e  first p a r t  of 9L:thro&h' ..Is,. $he . debr i s  
, . which was i n  f ron t .  of my ?. / view..' .; : : . .  , 

L 

8- B u t  you were to ld  rdthin . .  10 minutes? - -  

A. . I do not  knmw who .bx.~ 
; , .  .* . . 

Q ~ u t  ypu .knaw..tke:er&ine h a d  come t'i 
. . i .  * '  > . . 

A. yes,  b a t  .I do ngkknow who it was , t h d t  told me. 
' . i .  

Q. , How Cocs i t  ge.t @out tha t  the  Up express h& been 
brought, to  a stano c l ea r  of the  accident? 

:> 2 

, . .  
A. I have no knowledge of t h a t ,  I ' think you w i l l  have t o  

leave a e  ou t  of that. 

.... . . .  . . - ~ : 3 



M r .  Goss. On the  day of the accident  I heard three d i f f e r e n t  
s t o r i e s  when I walked i n t o  the s t a t i o n  yard. 

Q. Could you t e l l  me what was the speed of the l o c a i  
M r .  Cleaver. t r a i n ?  

. w i n e s  I should estimate the  speed of the l o c a l  crab before 
i t  came i n t o  the  bu f f e r  s t ops  .... ....... 

Mr.Cleaver. How could you t e l l  it had passed your s i g n a l  a t  
danger? 

A. Because 'it kept going. 

Mr.Cleaver. You had no instrument t o  ind ica te  t ha t ?  

A. NO. 

Mr.Cleaver. What would be the  speed of the  t r a i n  when he passed 
your s igna l ,  when you made up your mind he was running 
swag? 

A. I should put it down a s  the  general speed of a l oca l  
passenger t r a i n  coming in to  t h e  s t a t i o n  and doing i t s  
work: 

Mr.Cleever. You could no t  determine whether he was doing 40 o r  10 
an ly  from the noise? 

A. I could not  est imate any speed. The only speed I 
could give would be a s  the speed of a l o c a l  t r a i n  . 
coming t o  stand i n  t h e  s t a t i o n .  

Mr~Cleaver.  How d i d  you determine he had passed the Inner Home 
s igna l?  

A. Because I saw the  l i g h t  on the  f r o n t  of the  engine. 

Mr.Cleauor. Was he carrying one o r  two l i g h t s ?  

A. Ono l i g h t .  

!ir.Cleaver. Have you ever  had o ther  engines pass  t h a t  s igna l ,  
coa l  t r a i n s ,  goods t r a i n s ,  e tc . ,  unable t o  stop? 

B. No, thank God, I have not. 

lfii2.Cleaver. Would i t  be q u i t e  poss ib le  t h a t  t h i s  Driver may have 
had sop(e d l f r i c u l t y  with h i s  brake and may have 
gassed your s i gna l  two o r  three coach lengths? 

A. That is ou t  of my jur isdic t ion.  

;vir.Cleaver. You a re  a signalman of considerable experience and you 
know t h a t  Drivers do sometimes pass  s igna l s  owing to 
some defect  on the  engine o r  e r r o r  of judgment. 
What determined you to g ive  s i x  b e l l s  when a t r a i n  was 
on a r i g h t  l i n e ,  running in to  a s a f e t y  device to 
p r o t e c t  the Main Line? 

?ir Alan. He gave the runaway s igna l  an t i c ipa t i ng  the c o l l i s i o n  
with t h e  dead end, and he d i d  t h a t  because he t h o u g h t  
the  Up Main Line was going t o  be fouled i n  
consequence. I 

b5r.Cleavar. On the o the r  hand there  is a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  the Driver 
was having some d i f f i c u l t y  within 20 o r  30 yards of 
the  stop. 



S i r  Uan. I know, Mr. Cleaver; I think i f  the Signalman 
thought t h i s  man was going t o  o v e r r u n  and c o l l i d e  
with the buf fe r  s tops ''he would be . '&r i t i c i sed  f o r  

. not  send4ng .,six bell;s. if :.he CtioughC the l i n e  was 
. . .  going  to 6e  .obstructed;. . > ,  ':; I 

S . .  

. . .  ' .,. . , . . .  i .  .. i 

Mr.Cleaver. Except t h a t  i t  is not  i n  accordance with the 
regulat ions.  ' You . only . ,send s i x : % e l l s  .;when the  . .  l i n e  2s , ,  , . . .  obgtruc%ed. - .: 

; . . .  . . . .  

Mr.  Green. If you have a t r a i n  en te r ing  ybu~ ' , s ec t i on ,  f o r  
which youhave  not  received the "Is Line Clear" o r  
"Train 'Enterlng;<$i&btitin" . . . ybh: Isend' s i x  .bells. . . . . .  . ! . _ . 

M r .  Cleaver. I f  the  Signalman observes t h a t  a Driver is braking 
- ' a n d  csii see ' the Dr ive r  is 'grririg tcl ' s top .within '60 

yards pas t  on t h e  wrong':ai.de of th6 s igna l ,  he would 
n o t  give s ix  b e l l s .  

. . .  . :. . . 

M r .  Goss .  He could not  see he was braking., 
. . . . : .I . c .  

S i r  Alan. D i d  you know the Driver was- bragilid? 

. . .  Baines No, sir. : .  

sir Al'an. He rea l i sed  the  ~ r f v e r  was pas s ing ' t he  3f;og. skgnal 
... a t  danger,. . . 

.. , . . . . . .  ,:. ... . ~ r '. 

Ur. Cleaver. The Driver hav ing the  assump%Yon t h a t  he .had got  the 
road and . was . going i n t o  . . . :  . t h e s t a t i o n .  

, . , "  . ! .  . . 

Baines The only th ing  I can say i s  tha t  ' l ' .am sure t h a t  he 
., . . 

had run pas,t h i s  boards. 
.,:. . . . . . .: . . .  . . . . . . .  . . .  . . : .  r . .  

. . 
Mr. ~ohnsbn.  :IS i t  n o t .  a"f'aLct t h&t ' i b~ ju t ' : r&$h& ' l e s s  than twelve 

'months ngo'you d i d  hdve t h e s e  s tops  knocked down 
by some wagons, and they d i d  f o u l  the  U p  Main Line? 

. . . , , . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  ye.&'.' . . . .  ,,> .. . . Baines 

Mr. ~ohnson.' poss,iI$.j+ J;dli h&' t h a t  in 'mindj  !: * .  . ,  , .  a 

. . . 4 .  , : . : . . X  .; , . . .  i . .  
,. :. . 
. % .  , 

, . . Bdines . '. . : . . .  I : .  .: : . .,.. . 'I !i ., . : 
, ,  . 

. . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . 
. , , . 

M r .  Cleaver. You were on duty then? . . : . . . . .  .>: . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . .  

. . .  . . .  . . I " 
Baines N?.: ., .. . - ..: . .. ' . . 

M r .  Cleaver., You do no t  l m o w  i f  the  engine passed . . . .  t h e  signal a t  
: &., *6++,P? . . 

, . . . . .  -,. .: , ; C . . . . .  .. . .  . , 

Baines NO. . e 1 . .......;:;, V . + 

.. . . .  . ' .  . .  , . .  , ' ,  .d.',.*.. . . . . . .  
\?p S' 

Mr. ~ ~ e a v e r .  ' ~ a ' k o u  i-ernebiber hn$~h&fdeirt:wh:ei;e- a Driver has 
pasped the s igna l  y d  r u n  in to  the s top  blocks when 
th'e fsigriai . , has b,& -*shp#ing . grcdzj?;- 

. S  , ' .  ".. " ! . . : l . .  ,',.,L 
. .  3 aine s No. ., 

. !  
>' L.> . ".,.! , . : 

Mr. Cleaver. ~oulihav6 n o t  baard fr'dorii'any df: your mate6 i n  the  box? 
, . . . : r 2 : :  . 



Mr. GOSS. 

M r .  Davies. 

M r .  Barton. 

sir ~ l a n .  

Mr. Daviee. 

S i r  Alan. 

Bainea 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. ~ohneon.  

S i r  Alan. 

Mr.Mus&mve. 

Mr. Davies. 

Mr. Goss. 

The point  I would l i k e  to b r ing  out  so f a r  a s  the  
Signalman i s  concerned is .that i t  was not  h i s  job 
t o  worry o r  a n t i c i p a t e  whdt the  P i v e r  had got i n  
mind, bu t  t o  take some ac t ion  on w h a t  he found. 

- 
Another thing is t h a t  i f  the t r a i n  had been going 
a t  15 m,p,h. between the Inner Home s igna l s  and the . 
f ac ing  comect ibn,  he only has 9 minute t o  make up 
h i s  mind. 

If it had been. going. a t  20 m.p.h. . . he . . would u ? . W  
have. . , a re# seconds. . . 

The speed, I imagine, a t  which the  t r a i n  hLt, t h e  
b.uff e r  stops. 

I should think 25. to 30 m.p.h. ' . 
It3 t h a t  normal speed f o r  a t r a i n  enter ing the  
platfam? 

Ie there  a restriction over thia oroseavefl 

Them 18 a f O  m.p.h. Metriotion over  t h i s  ' 
o h w o v e r .  

I ~ d q r s t o o U  .Baines t o  say t h a t  the  Up t r a i n  took 
two minutes t o  Mar$hmoor and two minutes Marshmoor 
to t h e  obstruct ion.  I do not  think he is cor rec t  , . 
there.. .. . , . . . . .  

p a t f i e i d  . . ..- to  P O : ~  t e r s  Bar i s .  4 mi-les. 

I th ink  you have W t t o  pay some regapd to  the  half 
minute business.  He gives half  a minute one way 
w i t h  one twd%~; %he may give  another t r a i n  half a 
minute i n  another  way.. 

I wonder i f  he means Red Hall r a t h e r  than Hatf ield.  
I t  i e  two minute8 front paming Red Hall  boy: i n  rear .  
Perhaps i t  i s  Red Hall he  has i n  mind, nut Hatfield.  

S i r  A l W h  I th ink  it is o n l y  signalman Baines t ry ing 
. stresq. ih~w: Z w t  -%h48 -train d q  g o h e . ,  ... . . . .  . . 

S i r  Alan*.. , ,  Well, what has . . tha t . .go t  t o  G?Q w i t h  the f a c t  t h a t  
- . .  ' . . :you'were a few .epUt . ~ w o n d a  l a t e  i n  pu l l i ng  over 
" ' t h a t  crqst+p&.r? Has i t  anything. to  do w i t h  you? 

3aines  No, bu t  we d~ compare. Some o f  the expresses 
w i l l  come from Hitohin to p o t t e r s  Bar i n  20 minutes, 
some . . w i l l  take 23. We very of t en  compre speeds. 

S i r  ~ l a n .  some of them tnke l e s s  e t i l l ?  

~ r .  GOSS. I t  degaads on t h e  coal. 



. iver  S tanley  Trigg was r e c a l l e d  and, questioned:- ..+ 

Q 
Sir Alan 

You have been working t h e  h e t ~ o p o l i t a n  l i n k  - have . been on t h a t  l i n k  fop approximately one month. What 
was your knowledge of t h i s  l i n e  - and the Slow Line 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  When d id  you @ , o v e r  t h i s  road before? 

. . . .  
Three months previously.  

Vias t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  time youhhd been over  the  road 
betwee& .Hatf f l d  an8 ~ o n h o n  a f t e r  th ree  months? - ..r...i+'. ... . _ .: . . ... . , ' :. ; W;?- 
Yes, sir. .., . . . . ..::,'*": & I  . .  

. .:.. :: if', 
. . 

,, ., . . ~ .  , ,. A .  . ;Yes, s ir .  . , 
S . .  , . , I  / 

. . . Q1 YOU &:e sw09  . ~. ,.! . .- . . .*.. . ! . 
S , .  

A. Yes, sir. 
. . 

Q Did you know $aU .... wercq. .,. 04 i t . . , . .  the S l o w  .Line?' " 
i 

' . 
A .  . .. Yes, 

Q. 

A .  

Q. 
A. 

Q. . = 

A.  

S i r  Alan 

Tr igg  

Q 6 

A. 

Q 

A. 

, You are sure you d i d  mt thiuk ;you wer6 on t h e  : :'MMaid . . *t i trs% . . .  . . 
' ' :  3 .:. .:.,,,; . .. L . .  

v. :. ' .:. . . .  '< , . . 
No, sirr ,c .. , .  . . , . .,. . .. . ., 

'.'What..h~ppfifle4. -. GO YOU? . 
..I!; ; . . '- . ,... 

. . l e f t  ~r~~khiens Par& .the W d  Bave. V i g h t  awayvv, ' 
' ;I :h& a w e n  Sigh& *k .the auW, . 

; ' . .  '. 

' what : had KQC~U , _ * .  ik  t&e _ . ) .  p~a%e&i . . .. _ . . ,, . . . 
,. ." ". ' i d  2 . .  , ' . v .  -. pottepe 3s.r '&&&,). ; l.; .. 

. . . . .  . . .  :, . - 

Orange l i g h t , ,  . . .. 
Two orange lwts. Well, t h a t  pught to  have warned yob 
You went on prep'ared, to 6top a t  t h e  ne r t  s t ag  signal? 

I ciid no t  s e e  i t  come off, i t  was green when I 
looked a t  it. . . C  



Wwu. It a l l  depends how f a r  you were from the  s igna l  
. when you looked a t  i t .  

Trigg. I had passed t h e  Dis tant  s i gna l  an; T. s t ~ t  a f f  
steam going underneath it. 

M r .  MOSS. Would you put i t  a t  150 yards away 1'1-m tni: 
s ignal?  

Trigg. I Could n o t  say so f a r  a s  the Distant is cxce rned .  

Q. 
Sir JUan. YPU had a p e ~ ,  an& what W 8 8  the  Other  t l g n a l  

m tba W Line? 

A. X never aaw any l i g h t  i n  i t ,  

Q. bub there ara two li$bta there? 

"Q. . W what t i m e  waa th i  P? 10-77 U.81 

h would be about a t ,  s i r .  I do not know i f  
it would be as l a b  as that. U0 l a f t  Hotf ield 
a t  'fifty W*.  Probab;Ly J A S .  I do not think 
it woult3 be 10.7 o r  10.8. 

S i r  Alan. What t ime did  he leave Bfaoknans Park? Have 
you g o t  t h a t  s e t t l s d ?  What does the  Guard soy? 

M r .  Green. 10.6. 

S i r  irlan. Is this the  w w n  Guard? 

M r .  Green. Yes. 

Q. 
S i r  Alan. You say you had a red l i ght  on t h e  Main Line. 

What happened a t  the Inne r  Home? When did  you 
start t o  brake? 

Trigg. .~ . . . . When 1 saw ' the IIW Hme s igna l  off ready to  
,: go through the lead. , . . 

2 .  But the I u e r  Home was a t  danger? 

F.. There was u red and a green l i g h t ,  end I am 
oe r t a in  t h a t  t h e  s igna l  t h a t  was o f f  was my 
s i gna l ,  the  lef t-hand s igna l .  I had a l r ez sy  made 
a p a r t i a l  app l i ca t i on  ready to  go through the  
lead t o  stop i n  tb.e p l a t f p m .  

What speed did  you get  up a f t e r  your ,;to? 2.6 
Brookmans Park? x t  what speed d i d  yox p i i s3  
the O u t s r  Home? 

h-  About 40 m.p.h. 

Q. Is  t h a t  a f a i r  est imate? 

L. Y a ,  sir, I think so. 



Are you c e r t a i n . : ~ t o u t . : % h e s e ~ n n c r  Homes? I g i the r  f ro= 
your evidence yo< s r e  q o t . .  YOU say .'<I saw the  Inner  
Horxe .siiylals,.one:.of,.y~hich was r e d  and tt.le .ot;her. green. 
I was almost p e r t a i n  t ha t  t h e  s igna l  i n ' t f i e  !,Off?: . I  

pos i t ion  was the one applicable t o  the U.p":'516y . .  L,inet*. . .  
. . .. ~. . . ,  . 

,.,. ..' .., :, ". ., 

It might.be :th,i .%-y I, was ta lk ing ,  s ir ,  but  I $ h ~ u l d  
not  have passed 'it. 'iP 'I had not  been, I . . I _ ,  cer3ain;  i t  was m h  

, :~.'d.: , , 

c : :;.l' 
Yo,u do ndt, know .,tyis l i n e ?  You :h&ve . n e v q  been.0ver i t ;  : 
s ince  t h i s  working'.was'. introduced? Are' f6l l su+e.iyoU did 1 
not momentarily th ink you were .on t h q  Main Lin& 

b .  ' 

. 8 .  ..l . 

A. N o ; s i r , ' I  am sure of ' that .  Bkakpans P a r k ' p l ~ i t f o m . ,  .. ' 
woula have to ld ,@e thu t .  . , .  , . . .. 

., .I . .. C' 
I . .  'I 

'a What speed were you going t o  take ~ t~a t . , : cyos sove r?  
; I .. . 8 .  . , .  . .  P .  -. 

., ?. 
15  m.p.h. . 

. A. , . .  . . ., . ,. . G $.,. , ' 

& Whn% 36 the speed. r c ~ t r i c t i o n  Ove . , . 
. . : .  . . .  

U. 15 m.p.h.' I t h ink ,  s i r .  
. . 

. / I .  . . 

A S Yes, . a i r .  I raaw t h e  s i g n a l ,  cnd, X ap',''surti-.i t. was my ' 
' . _. . signal. .  . , . .. 

. ~ 

. . .  
P. . . . 

Q. 40 =.p,h. >10?;6,. .- and the 'iccid.ept :happened a t  10.6. 
according t o  tb~ ' ;~ i iT ;na lmn,  gnd the Signalman says he - pulled o f f  f o r  the' express 86, W.?. ' What lengeh of ,  
view did  you get o f  .these . , . ,  , s , i g l z s l e i  

. .. . . 

A. A good view, s ir .  . , ,.:. . ' 
, . .  .. 

Q. Two o r  th ree  t r a i n  lengths? .:.: .. ;!~ ~ .. ,.:, S , , ' 

. . A. Yes, sir .  

Q  re you sure?, 

A .  Yes, sir. There. i s  ju& a l i c t l e  b j t  or a '  curve. 

S i r  klan.  %an .you get thotj ahqcked up? . . . ... , . . . :  . . . . Mr.Jo$aaon, Yes. , . . ,  , .  . 

S i r  hlan. They are 8ood s igna l s  t o  see? 
, , . . .  . . . 

. . Trigg. Yes, sir .  
. , .  

S i r  &an. You were stop8ed a t  Ha t f ie ld  on the Slow Line a t  the 
kdvanoe S t a r t i n g  s igna l s ,  apy$oximqtely 2 &nu&ea, 
I have been told-why, beailuse bf't l ie .  t r a i n . a h e a d ?  
Mr. Moss, oould not  t h a t  O u t e r  H* have been ' l e f t  o f f?  . . 

H r .  Xoss. No. '117 3:f & l  was off h e .  could not htlpe -done anything 
.+ 

c with (I: ...,. , - . 
... .. , ' .  I .  

~ i q  &Q. . . C?& t h e  si&almatl have l a f t  @ 1~9.. : - . . 
M r .  Moss. That means t & s a y  whatever pos i i i on  7 &S i n ,  i f  he dLd 

leave 11 of f .  the po in t s  woulb -have t~ be. J.ocjq@.d. l $  $S 
released by 4. , . 

S i r  Xlan. And does l1 a f f e c t  t h i s  auto a t  Broobans  Park?. 
- r 
-A 



M .  Moss. 

S i r  Alan. 

Mr. Moa B. 

Sir Uanl- 

Q. 
S i r  ALBP.. 

Yes, insofa r  a s  they hhve got t o  be replaced behind 
a previous t r a i n  before they come o f f .  If the' 
Signalman had 13. o f f ,  the  signalman a t  Karshaoor 
could not have pulled 4. He sa id  he got a  green - 
t h e r e ,  and i t  proves the previous t r a i n  c leared - 

the  t racks  and t h e  s ignals  h&d been replaced behind 
the previous t r a i n ,  and they could not have been - 
l e f t  o f f .  

C So therefore  he makes h i s  s t a t enen t  t h a t  he pulled 
4 and 7 arterwards.  Suppose hu fo rgo t  t o  do t h a t ,  
t o  put back 4 and 77 

He might have put the s i g n a l s  back, i s  t h a t  yoW 
point?  

He put  back 11 and 12  and perhaps 10. 

Be could not take h i s  Main Line s igna l s  off then. 

What was the speed of the  c o l l i s i o n  when you went 
into the  buff er stops? 

I was t ak ing  the lead a t  about  15 m.p.h. an8 the  
buffer  s tops  a r e  close t o  the laad, s o  thnt 
would be a b w t  the same. 

I Wbat slpeqd waa the  Down express travelling? - 

About 30 m.p.h. We were a b i t  shalcen a t  t h e  time, 
but I should say about t h a t  speed, 

Oh; yes., s i r ,  qu i t e  a l l  r i g h t .  4 

There waa nothing on your mind? 

No, sir. 
. .. 

. . '. IS the  view from Yau'~ engine Q .   good^ view? 
' , ; l . .  

Yes, sir. . . 

I d i d  not  a~tua l l y  get  op i t ,  but I know tho engine. 
; You do not seem to  keoa the road v e r y  well? 

Yes, sir, I know the, m& well .  

But you had not beenl.ouer i t  f o r  some! t h e ?  

I should not have gone over i t  i f  I had n o t  lrnwrn i t .  

r .  Cleavar .  How long were you f i r i n g ?  

A. About 6 years .  

P@. Cleaver. You aould remain o f f  the road and go 6 or  12 aonths,  
and s t i l l  retain it i n  y o u  mes~loryl 

A. Yes. 
-58- 



Mr. Cleaver. I f  you had wanted a p i l o t  you could ~ a k e  a reques t ,  
and t h a t  would be granted? 

. . 
A . '  Yes. ,, 

A ... 

M r .  Cleaver. And l i k e  everyone e l se  &t K&'..s Cross you knew 
there  had been an a l t e r a t i o n  during the l a s t  f i v e  
weeks? ' 

A .  Yes. 

M r .  ~ leaver ." . . .  ' .Wi th  re ard t o  thq' statement you Eade at the  7 Company s Enquiry;' you say you'were alniost c e r t a in .  
What a r e  you t r y i n g  tQ t e l l  us? Are you t ry in@;  t o  

. . . . . S . ,  emphasi%e thc t  t h a t  A s  ' the si@nal, a n d  you are  
t r y ing  t o  s t r e . o s ~ ~ o u r  pbs i t i dn ,  and inadver tent ly  
you have used Qhe wrong word? 'Are you not a s  
confident ~ e g a r d i n g  tkie a e p e c t  of the Inner  Horn 

, . , . 
s igna l  a s  yoy- ara $P the  Outet' Home s ignal?  

A. " Equally as ~ 6 n f i d e n % ,  sir, 

hir . Cleaver. Did you ac tua l ly  use Dhe wrB *almostn? 
, . . . . , . . 

A. y e s ,  
. . , .  

M r .  Cleaver', 
. . . . . .  

i n  yallr f ir& . r e p e r  'X think you . sa id  you a r e  
conf idsnt the  ,%l,&aal was Ofl? 

. I' :_ 

A .  ' . . I said.2 was, sure. . .  
. . . . .  

e '  . . . . .  , . .  ~ 5 .::< 

W. cleaver;  . . ~ou ;now '  t e l l  z g p u  ire &,$ually a s  c e r t a i n ' t h a t  t h i s  
. . $ i$nal wa8 ~ f f .  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  ,. . . . .  . . .  . . .  . '1 . . . . . 

A. I am . cer.tairr. : .  : _ . .  : ,  
. . .  

Mr. Johnson. The word you used was *almostvt and t h e  statement 
was read over t o  you, and you' heard i t .  

. .~ . . ,' . . . . .  

S i r  Alan. What other r e p o r t l i a v e  you . M r .  e leaver?  . . - 
. . . . . . .  ,' ' . . .  

M r .  Cleaver. ' A &n..genera~lx:l<~ve~,':a re$~rt  :with h i s  
. . Superintentlent when' anyching happens. f got  a copy 

O f  it .' . i' . -.: :, i . . .  , . . . . . .  : .  . . 
. . . . .  . I ) , _ . .  

. !  

S i r  Alan. Do you want the  'k&d "a l ios f  out.. . . , .  . . . , . .  
. ;,':. . . 

. . ,:.. - ., h. Cleaver. . . .  :. . .  I want bo;know ivh&rei ' t 'ohe~'from, and if i t  is the  
,. 

i n t e n t i o n  of 8.0, l eaye  i t  the re .  
, . . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  

~ . . : . . 
~ - i !  , . . ?  

. . .7 . Sir.  ~ian. : : 
. , .. ~ . . 

There. i s  pq~,&gge~,%.i@' of; airat, Yr. CLeaver . Do you 

, ,.. , . 
r e a l l y .  thipk you. '*re dead ,'6erMio about t h i  67 . _ .  l ;  . . . . . . ;..'.I: 

' ~ r i ' g g .  
., . The word has  '& 'h the repq& by the  way I spoke. 

+.....L..'. \;. 

Tf, I h a d  qo t  been d.ertain i t  was my s i e p a l  I would 
..not have  passed it,; ... 

. :  . .  . _ _ .  ... 
Mr. $obnsoa, It was q u i t e  d e f i n i t s l y  brought out when I put it t o  - %-, 

Trigg, an8 i t  was f i i s  own wording "r was almost aureF - . I. remember thet word, and I think a y  col leagues 
remember it, and I was mosb ca re fu l  when we read the 
statement over t o  'read t h a t  t o  Trigg. He accepted 
it a s  the  statement t h a t  he made. 

S i r  Alan. . . .  It sounds a..,very reas,onnble statement. . . . . . . . .  

M r .  c leaver .  When a man.i.s involved. i n  t h i s  way he i s  very 
disturbed' .  : 10 . . h i s  osi'&iinal . .  repor t  he .say8 
"1 am sure1*. , 

6 . - -  



bir. Cleaver. That is i n  the  o r i g i n a l  report  t o  t h e  Railway Coapany 
which it i s  necessary f o r  a m n  t o  leave before he goes 
o f f  duty. 

What has caused these  words "alnost  c e r t a i n w  t o  creep 
in .  4 

S i r  Alan. We a r e  pu t t ing  o meaning on vtalniosttf which probably 
he does not.  Do you have any objection? 

W. Musgrave. I do not  l i k e  t h e  terrc. I think he ought t o  have 
qua l i f i ed  t h a t  when he  had the  opportunity.  He had the  
opportunity when Mr. Johnson saw hio: of saying t ha t  
he was ce r t a in .  

Y r .  Cleaver. If t h a t  statement i s  not cor rec t ,  I th ink the  man 
should have a n  Opportunity of pu t t i ng  i t  i n  order now. 
I do not th ink  i t  w i l l  agree with a stateffient he made 
previously t o  the  Conipany. 

L i r  Alan. When d i d  you make t h a t  statemant? 

Trigg. The next morning, the Nonday norning. 

Sir Alan. "1 am almost ce r t a in"  i s  weaker than "1 am surew.  

Mr. Johnean. I can turn ou'q t h e  shorthand mtes af what took plade,  
and I was qu i t e  c l e a r  about the  po in t  when I put i t .  
1 s a i d  "Are you abso lu te ly  certain?*'  and h i s  reply 
was "3 an: almost c e r t a i n n  and t h i s  was read mer t o  
him. You agree t h a t  what is down here  is ad aotud 
represen ta t ion  c& what you ~ a i a  there?  

Trigg. Yes. 

S i r  Alan. Why m e ,  you a l t e r i n g  it now? 

!h. Johnson. I th ink.  the othiir Of f ice rs  w i l l  agree with roe thn t  
the re  was doubt op t h e  point .  

Sir Alan. What i s  Trim saying now, Mr. Cleaver? He i s  not  
saying *I am aZeost c e r t a i n w  he i s  saying "1 am suren.  

Gr. Cleaver. ./I .( That i s  what he i s  saying a t  the Ministry Enquiry. . . < :  : t :  .. . . . 
Ar. &ss. I f  he is  c e r t a i n  i t  means t h a t  the  signalman i s  wrang. 

E f would l i k e  t o  ask a question on t h a t  stateIu6nt. I 
thsnk i t  i s  r a t h e r  an unusual th ing  f o r  a d r i v e r  to 
r epo r t  being involved ia an accident and saying i P  the 
first repor t  t o  the  ~ u p ~ i a t e n d e n t  t h a t  the  Outer 
Home s igna l  was arf , and "1 ani sure t h e  ZllPet Hame 
s b a l  was o f fn .  I ghould auggest t h a t  it w u l d  be 
Jus t  a mxxdt statement to t h e  S u p a ~ $ n w a n t  t o  the 
e f f e c t  t h a t  he was ihvolvqd i n  an  accident ,  and a s  
far  a s  he was concerned a l l  s igna l s  were O f f .  

To speci fy  two part&?&lar signals i n  t-he X i r ~ t  
s tatsment  s e e m  ra the r  wbttand@. 

S i r  Alan. He had no obl igat ion t o  put i n  t h i s  report?  

X;. Musgrave. Yes, he should report  any i r r e g u l a r i t y .  

S i r  Alan. It is s m e 8  a t  a d i f f e m n b  m e  froffi t h e  tinie 
YOU made the repor t  w e .  

Trigg. I made the report out a t  hom and signed i t  a t  the  
shad. 

-UP- 



S i r  Alan. 

T r i m .  

S i r  Alan. 

Tr igg.  

M .  Goss. 

r .  Davies.  

- .  

Si r  Alan. 

Why d i d  you no t  s i g n  i t  s t r a i g h t  away? 

I w a s  going t o  p u t  i t  on a  p roper  r e p o r t  form. 
, - 

Were you asked f o r  a  r e p o r t ?  

No, you pu t  i n  a  r e p o r t  f o r  a l l  i r r e g u l . a r i t i e s .  

I~iy p o i n t  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  r a t h e r  unusual  t o  s p e c i f y  
tw'l, pa r t i&u la r . . s i . gna l s ,  one of which happens t o  be 
re.thf.r pu t s t and ing  i n  t h i s  Enquiry . ,  One he says  was 
o f f  ,'. and t h e  o t h e r  he s a y s  "1 a m  su re  w a s  of f  and 
t h a t - i s  t h e  one about which t h e m  i s g o n i e ' d i s p u t e .  - .  
He i s  s u r e  of one and no t  ,sure *a,bput t h e  o t h e r .  
He knsws one was. o f f ,  and he  i s  c e r t a i n  t he  o t h e r  
was o f f .  

It i s  n.uch rcore c e r t a i n  t han  ' talmost,  c a r t a i n " .  .. ..  . . -  . I:. 

I propose ,  gent lemen,  t o  e%p&upgecrthe word walmostv.  

So far a s  we a r e  concerned,  on t h e  Company's s i d e ,  
I' am emphatic a b a u t  Lt.. He d i d  use t he  w6r'd 
u a l n o s ~ t v  and i t  did' .co;nvey t o  t h e  o t h e r  0ff%cers 
p re sen t  a  c e r t a i n  e1enenCof  'doubt,, ,and was t h e  
s u b j e c t  of  comment a f t e rwards .  I t  d i d  convey. doubt 
t o  u s .  I th ink  you w i l l  a g r e e ,  M,r..' Frampton. 

. Frampton. Yes ,  c e r t a i n l y .  . 
i -. ' 

ivir. Barton.  ~ o u i d  i t  be  r i g h t  t o  say t h a t  on r e ' f l e c t h n . . h e  
. , . . .  . . d e s i r e d  tlj l e a v e  t h i s  word ''out? ,Q@ r e f l e c t i o n  

.. . ~ 

he wishk 6 9  withdraw t h e  word? 
.. . .. 

. . .  .. . , "  . . . ..L .. 
S i r  Alan. not.' ths i  I ; h i c k  Ghare i s  a n y  r e f l e c t i o n  f o r  me 

t o  report,  03 t h i s  a s p c t  of '  -L t .  . ~ .  

. .  , 

~ i r e i a n  ~ & h d r d  J a m q  Dungate was r e c a l l e d  and asked the  
fo l lowing  q u e s t i o n s :  - . . 

Q. 
S i r  Alan. You s a i d  you were engaged in break ing  up a lump 

of c o a l ,  a'.nd looked o u t  a.s you were approaching 
t h e  I n n e r  Homa s i g n a l  and saw t h a t  t h e  s i g n a l  
f o r  t he  Up Slow was i n  %he " O f f  l , . .posi  t i o n .  Do . . 
y o d  .remember t h a t ?  

. . ,~ ... 

That Ls c o r r e c t ,  sir. The d i i v e r  had app l l ad  
t;he brake be fo re  we g u t  t o  t h e  Innsr Borne. 

What w a s  the main l i n e  signal showing? 
.- 

A r e d  l i g h t .  
. . . S  

. . ,.. 
What was t h e  w i n l i n e  &-l& t h e  Outer  Home? 

A red  l i g h t  a l s o .  

An6 the  D i s t a n t  s i g n a l s ?  

Both yellow. 

Do you know t h i s  rocd? 

Well enough, sir. 



Q. When were you l a s t -  over  t h i s  road? 

A. Very r e c e n t l y ,  a week before .  

Q. How much f i r i n g  exper ience  hove you had? 

A. 6$ y e a r s .  

Q. And you know t h i s  r o a d ,  w e l l ,  do  you? 

A. Yes. 

qungate.  

S i r  Alan. 

Clr Xlnn .  

Dungate. 

Q. 

A.  

Q. 

If I suggested t o  you t h a t  t h e  Main Line s i g n a l  was 
Green and t h e  I n n e r  Home on t h e  Slow Line r e d ,  how 
would you view t h a t ?  

Which way do you mean? 

You a r e  sugges t ing  t h a t  t h e  Slow L i n e  was green  and 
t h e  Main Line was red a t  the  I n n e r  Home. I sugges t  t o  
you t h a t  you were wrong, and t h a t  t h e  Main Line was 
green  and t h e  Slow Line red.  I should be  q u i t e  wrong, 
should I? 

Yes,  you would be wrong. 

You a r e  v e r y  c e r t a i n  aboug t h a t ?  

We sbould  n o t  have passed  the  board o therwise .  

And what speed were you taking t h i s  c ros sove r  a t ?  

I could n o t  q u i t e  t e l l  you. I was occupied i n  
breaking up a p i e c e  o f  c o a l .  

What speed d i d  you h i t  t h e  b u f f e r  s t o p s ?  

It was n o t  hard .  I could n o t  say  what speed.  

About t h a t .  

Did you have any c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th  Trrtgg iolmcdiately 
ef t e rwards  about  t h e  .boards? 

When do ybu mean? 

A f t e r  you had c o l l i d e d .  

U o t  t c  my knowledge. 

Did you d i s o u s s  it? 

I cannot  remember, I a m  a f r a i d .  , 
You have never  worked over t h i s  road w i t h  a passenger  
t r a i n ?  

Not Slow Line.  

Th i s  i s  t h e  first t ime? 

Yes. 

But you have been o v e r  i t  i n  a f r e i g h t  train? 

HOW long ago? 

h.^... " ..̂ ".. 



:So you have n o t  b,een ., , 04er t h e  road f o r  about a year? . . . . . .  . . 
N O ~  t h e  Slow Line.: . . ., . . . l . . . . 
.You hav&.&t. been 'oirer t h e  Slow f o r  a year ,  b u t  
you hed:%een over  t h e  . . ,b:ain Line pfevipusly? . . , ; 

, . . .,. . , . 
. . -  

A week be fo re .  . . . . . .  . . ,  . . 
, , 

. , ' ,  / , '  . . . . . .  You knew where you were? , ' .  . ~ 

. . 
. . . , . 

Yes.',. . . .  . , . . . . . , , .. . 
, . 

I suggest  , t ha t  you  thought you G g h t  h a v e b e e n  on t h e  
. . . .  m i n  Line . .  . How: would you view that?:  . . . . . .  

. . ' ,, 

I should have looked a t  t he  M a i n ' L i h i  . . signal i t  had 
been on t h e  ,hWn Line. 

You knew you were on t h e  Slow Lina? 

Yes. 
. . 

YOU st&& a t  . Brooknans . Park .  Whioh s i d e  was t h e  
. . .  .. glat;~or;? . ! ,  

- .  . L' ,': 
. ,  . '5 '  ,,;; " : .  . 

, . .  , . 
Drive r i  s side.. .. , I . , 

. . , . 
. , . . . . . . . .  . . .  ,. . 

... Da you t h i n k  ~ r i v e i  Tr i& +,giglit . . . . . .  &ve fi.rgottsn t h a t  he 
wee o n  t h e -  Slow L i n e ?  ' '. " 

,., , , . . ..... . .  7 .  ' 
. :  . . .  BC+, . ad' i & t e l y  no t .  

. . 
. . 

~ou:+re, s a t i s f i e d  both k w w  were on the 
Slow; Line.? 

. . 

Yes. 
. ,, . -  , ., 

~ o t ~ i n ~ & n ~ ,  w i t h  t h e  engine?. . ,  
. . . .  . . . 

i . . / .'I 

NO.  . . , . I : : . . ,  . , .. , .  . 

I n j e c t o r  .all ' r ight? :; Coal ,. : .  a l l  . r i g h t ?  , - .  . . .  , 
c .  . > 

, Yes. . . . . .  . . .  . . .  
$ . .  . . , , . .  . .  . . . .  z ' . . . . 

Sigaalman Gaorge Thamas Baines ,  again- rwzel led ,  was 
qwsthene&..: . , , 

, ., L . .  , 
' '  ' '  ..'. , : . . . .  

, ' . , 6 i i & a n .  ., :Yav.,hgd. t13is t r a i n  pa'$ked you, N o .  Q@, a t  U- 3 and t h e '  
, . .! , ,> .... . a + c & f & ~ t , h a p ~ e n e d . ,  acaord ing '  t o ' y w ,  at  10- 8, 5 minutes 

. . l a t e r ,  BBii& .you. d i d  not .  ghp t h e  signals f o r  the  express  
, . u @ i l  1 0 -  7. You..say"th.is',*'+hat a f t e r  t h e  passage O f  

No. 90 you pu t  back s igna f s  12;. 1.1 and 10.  1s t h a t  
r i g h t ?  . . 1 

;.. . . . . .  A. yes ; ,  . , ,.. , ,') .  

-Q.. . .  Yqu,.put, back ba r  4 and p o i n t  7 .  .I, a; @iag t o  Suggest 
. . . . .  

, ~ 
t o  you tha$. you p u t  back s i g n a l s  10, 11 and 1 2  and t h a t  

.. _ y o u  d i d . n o t . . p u t  back bar  4 and p o i n t  7. You f o r g o t  t h a t  
. : -  crqssover  ,'bar 4 and p o i n t  ?', a n d  you had t h i s  o the r  
. ' l o c a l  t r a i n  descr ibed.  t o  .you .and you l e f t  10 n o r m 1  b u t  

. ~. you sa id  you lowered 11 w h e n . i t  came on t o  a c e r t a i n  
t r ~ c k  c i r c u i t .  Youlowered No. 11 when UG was occupied. 
The: Dr ive r  o o n t r a d i c t s  y ~ u  t h e r e  and he s t a t e s  t h a t  
s i g n a l  11 ,was. c l e a r  wheq .he saw i t .  I arc assuming t h a t  

.. ha -could have 'sebn No.:"Il ' f o r  much more than 200 yards .  
. . - . :  .. 



S i r  Alan I w i l l  have t h a t  checked. That i s  h i s  s t a t e ~ e n t .  
( con td )  I suggest  t o  you t h a t  you pul led  11 before t h i s  t r a i n  g 

got t o  UG and you had a l s o  pu l l ed  1 2 ,  b u t  a t  10- 7 
you had t h i s  express  described. t o  you and you 
promptly pu t  back 11, and you pro&ptly pu t  back 12 
a c t u a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  man had seen i t  and you turned over - 
your c rossover  and pul led  your Uain Line s i g n a l s .  - 
Now, could t h a t  have happened? - 
No, c e r t a i n l y  not .  

And than  having r e a l i s e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  you put back 
those  s i g n a l s  aga in  and pu l l ed  t h e  c rossover  and 
s p l i t  t h i s  t r a i n .  I suggest  t o  you t h a t  t h e r e  was 
time f o r  you t o  pu t  back those p o i n t s  t o  normal, e h a t  
t h e  t r a h n  go t  ha l f  way through and you pu l l ed  them 
again .  

There may have been t ime,  but I am d e f i n i t e l y  su re  
t h a t  these p o i n t s  were put  back a s  soon a s  t h e  7-15 
from Peterborough had gone by. I d e f i n i t e l y  ranember 
i t .  It  i s  a mbt te r  of g e t t i n g  used t o  i t .  
h 

That i s  the po in t .  You d id  not know an acc iden t  was 
going t o  happen. It is r o u t i n e  w i t h  you. You d id  
not know t h e  express  was coming. The express  had 
not been descr ibed  t o  you u n t i l  10- 7 ,  and t h a t  t r a i  
went. p a s t  a t  10- 3. You might have bqen occupied 
w i t h  the  Down t r a i ~  f o r  a l l  I know nhd you l e f t  t h a t ,  
t h a t  i s  t h e  sugges t ion  t h a t  i s  running through my mind. 
It depends on your s ta tement  t h a t  you g u t  back t h a t  
c rossover  i n  accordance w i t h  your usua l  p r a c t i c e .  

s a i n e s .  My d e f i h i t k  .staterr,ent. i s  t h a t  No. 11 s i g n a l  MS not 
pu l l ed  off  u n t i l  he g o t  i n t o  the second i n d i c a t i o n  - 
t r a c k .  ., . . . . . ,  . 

S i r  Alan. The Driver '  is q u i . t e  c e r t a i n  t h ~ t  he passed No. 12. 
There i s  a d i r e c t  c o n f l i o t  of ev idence  a s  between 
you and t h e  Driver .  

. ~, . . ' .  ' . . , 7 ,  ,.. 
!je i n e  S. . . ,I  am t e l l i n g  you t h e  t r u t h .  

You a r e  both doing s o ,  I am sure.  
. :a a n n o t  d e p a r t  frolp one atom of wh~a'e .I have a l ready 

" '. :; ',saia, 
. ~ 

. . 

2 i r  klan . 

L'ir Alan. 

dsines.  

S i r  A l e n .  

You do no t  th ink  you might have by mistake pu l l ed  11 
o r  1 2  on your th ink ing  t h a t  you were going $0 l e t  
No. 95 fo l low No. 90 and t h a t  would be r o u t i s e  and a 
very  n a t u r a l  t h i n g  f o r  you t o  do ,  then  you had t h e  
express  on t o  you and you a& t o  yolrrsaY "1 &us$ 
ChEnge the  r o u t e w ,  and i t  i s  a t h i n g  t h a t  n.Ust be  
happening every day? 

I always make t h e  p r a c t i c e ,  e v e r  s i n c e  we have had 
No. 11, never  t o  change u n t i l  he g e t s  on t o  t h e  
double t r a c k .  

* 
I iniagine t h a t  is so.  Even i f  you had done t h c t ,  I do 
not  th ink  t h a t  h a s  got  ~ n y t h i n g  to  do w i t h  i t .  
Supposing i f  he had done t h a t ,  he suggests t h a t  he 
passed the Outer  Home a t  about 45 nii les a n  hour.' A 

- 
I f  he was pass ing  a t  45 mi le s  a n  hour,  he was 
over-running. I t  was beyond h i s  sp6ed. 

He eays that both 8-1s were c lear .  



* .  
Baines. 

# 
I an'  a f r a i d  t h e  Dr ive r  has  made a   ist take. A s  1 s a i d  
j u s t  now, I never  p n l l  o f f  f o r  a  passenger  t r a i n  u n t i l  
both  i n d i c a t o r s  DEF and double  t r a c k  G a r e  occupied.  

S i r  k l a n .  I n  t h a t  c z s e  he ought t o  have been slowba a t  t h e  
Outer  Home. He s a y s  he passed the  Outer Hsri-e a t  40 
o r  45 m i l e s  a n  hour. 

Baine S ,  I am s o r r y  I s t i l l  t h i n k  t h e  D r i v e r  has fiade U rr;is%ake. 
I always make a p r a c t i c e  f c r  a  pas senge r  t r a i c  coxing 
i n  t h e  Slow road never t o  p u l l  o f f  u n t i l  botL GXF and 
double  t r a c k  G a r e  occupied.  

S i r  Alnn, How can you prove t o  rfii: t h a t  you hhd n o t  f o r s f r c t e n  t h a t  
t h a t  c r o s s o v e r  was p u l l e d  and t h a t  you d i d  d z f i n i t e l y  
p u l l  11 and 12? Do you s e e  when I mean? 

Baines. Yes, I cannot p u l l  No. 10 u n t i l  I g e t  No. 12 .  

S i r  Alan. The Dr ive r  s ays  t h r t  he hed 11 znd 1 2  c f f .  

S a i n e s  . I a& a f r a i d  he  h a s  made a  ist take. 

S i r  Alan. Can you prove t o  r ~ e  t h c t  he i s  nek ing  t c i s t a k e ?  I 
want t 6  have some proof  fron- yau. 

Baines.  I g o t  t h e  d e s c r i b i n g  s i g n a l  f o r  95,  9-32 from H a t f i e l d ,  
a t  10-4.  It i s  a t h r e e  minutes run  f r z n  Br~ukmans 
P a r k  t o  t h e r e .  That  i s  where I got  t h e  d e s c r i b i n g  
s i g n a l  f ron:  - Hawkshead. By t h e  time the  9-32 frcm 
H a t f i e l d  g o t  towards t h e  Outer  Home, o r  j u s t  paat-l the  
Ou te r  Home, I should heve t h e  d e s c r i b i n g  s i g n a l  f o r  - t h e  Up e x p r e s s ,  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  cf  94. 

A S i r  Alan. You t ~ l d  me t h c t  ysu p u l l e d  t h e  Up express  a t  10- 7 ,  L 

- and t h a t  t h i s  acc iden t  happened a t  10- 8. It seems 
t o  me on t iming  Y Y U  had a b ~ u t  a  minute i n  which t o  
pu t  back t h a t  c r o s s ~ v e r  and p u l l  it a g a i n ,  i f  
neces sa ry .  Can ycu prove t o  me t h a t  t h a t  d i d  n o t  
happen? 

Eaines .  I d i d  n ~ t  d c  i t .  

' P . J ~ h n s o n .  Did you p u l l  t h e  Up Slow D i s t a n t  f o r  t h e  prev ious  
t r a i n  over  t h e  Up Slow l i n e ?  

3d ines .  One cannot  be c e r t a i n .  Tha t  depends an t h e  prev ious  
t r a i n  passi 'ng my t r a c k  HJ. 

Mr. Johnson. You 'di.ti':n& know whether  you d i d ?  
. . , . +  , 

Baines .  I ' c&nGt L'. Gay I am s u r e ,  bu t  if the  p rev ivus  t r a i n  hkd 
~ a s s e d .  my HJ t r a c k  I wcs j u s t i f i e d  i n  p u l l i n g  C.?$ t he  
D i s t a n t  f o r  No. 90 o f f .  

F i r  Alan. You do n o t  t h i n k  yzu l e f t  t h a t  c r o s s s v s r ?  

P l i  iies. No, I am s u r e  I d i d  no t .  


