SUPERIOR, WISCOSBIN, ACCIDERT

Baport of B, W. Belnap, Chief Inspestor of Safety
Ap-lianees, to the Inmterstate Cormerees Cormisaion.

July 21, 1911,

Interstate Commeree Commission,
Washington, De €

Deaayr Sige:

The Minneupolis, St. Paul ang Sault Steoe #urde Ballrosg
op July 3, 1911, roported & hend-end sollislen occurring nesr
Sunrrior, Wisl, which renulited in the deuth of 4 and She sore
fous injury of £ woploveess This szcelient was investigatsd by
Insvegsors ¥errill ang Stricklszn, who were in $hat irmediste
igeality, ond X subnit berevith s synopsis of thelr papors.

ACCIDEND «

On duly 5, 1911, at B5:80 a. p., sear Superior, Uis., on
Bemad ji River Bridge, on the Minaespolls, 8%, Paul & S:uly Ste.
¥arie Eallvoad, coourred a head-snt eollislon of engisne Ho.
2649 ani enboose, porth, wish ouble~teader engines Hos. 2414
end 2421, with 28 cars of gravel, south, ihe eaboose ¢f the
iatier truin beling abesd of the engines, Az & result of the
aocident 4 employess wepe Killed and 2 ianfured. The ero:
re ponsible hal bheen on duty 18 ourz and S0 mimates gt the
timo of the agelident.

- The erew on exire Ho. 2649, north, went on duby at 1l a.nm.
duly 4, at Staovens Ppoins, ¥is., and arrived by Laiyamith, ¥ise;
4 distanege of 108 siles about € 3. me She gume date. Lenving
La_ yemlth, She irain eonslsted of £1 empty box ears, englue and
sabocus. +ho dispatebey gove o order: to this tredn at Lady-
sith, whieh were properly signed for by the econdnetor and
delivered to the caginecan. <These ordors weps vecoivesd g 9:08
Zeliey B hours aad 44 minuites prior o the aceldeat.

Pallure to coxuly with the followling order osused the
aecidant:

#2e2in Order Ho. 29. Eng. 2849 will pun exirs from
Ladysuith %o doulh Suserior protecting again-t work exira 11l
bet veon Uorden and Solon Snrings afbtor £ive S Gl.Ze, probecking
against work extra 2413 betweon Solon Srpxings end Hillorest
atter Tive § d.m. and rofteciing agalast wo 'k extiyan 2414 nd
2421 badtween Billorest and South Superier after flve U a.n. and
«i1ll meet exbra 2854 south at Ztone Liuke.% N

Order Bo. 29 zave enzgins 284% the right to Tun sybre f™om -
Lacysrmith so Soudh Supericr, a dlstanee £ 108 milsz, and ro-



st

guired Shem to probect sgainst work sxtres T4Lé snd 2421 between
Billcrest and South Superior after § a.m., July 58h. \

The track where this accident coourred should bave heen
¢lesr for work eztras 2414 snd 2421, soutdh, which had the right
of waye Under its orders extra No. 2649 should not have at-
tempied to have gones norilh to Bordon Avenue efter § g.m., until
ﬁ;&e wark extras 2414 and 2421 bad errived without proper proteo-
tion. S

A% the tinme of recelving orders a% Iadpmith, tho erew of
Eo. 8649, worth, had bBesn on duty 10 bours and & mimites. They
yore, at thn time, 108 mlies from thelr terminal and the order
fssued by tho dlspateher ovidently coutenplatad $imd they would
be, or least had permiscion B0 be, on duty until § a¢ m., July
ftk. There eve no telegraph offices bebwoen Ladyanith, vhere
trege opders were roceived, and 38th streed, Superlor, a dis~
tanoge of 107 miles. Extra Ho. 2649, worth, arrived at Bardon
Avenue shout 3045 a.m., and alfter weeting exbra No. 111, south,
and deing the negeasary mork Iincldent to sebting out thelr traln,
there belng mo place to eat or sleep et this point, the conduetor
and enginemsn declded to tsle the eszboose Inte Superior, a dis-
Sange of € ailes. ‘

The investigation shows $hat engine No. 045, belng short
of saber, arrangs i o hevs engine Ho. 111, which they met at
Bardon Avenus, shove Lhem north of that station a distanse of
approxinmetely € o0 miles, sn: then proeesfed from that place
morbhrapds towards Ssuth Surerlor to she place where the gocl-
dent cocurred on Fooa il Hiver Bridge.

fote IR i 2

Tre enuse of tle eceident wne the fallure on the part of
Conlustor Paryrer oni Baginenan Jockzon of extra Fo. 2649, north,
o he governed LY and ohey order Ho. 28, shich Yeulrsd thex fo
prosent thelr traln sgainst wuk axiras Hoo. 2414 znd 2421 afier
S o%elock 2. Da

Seation 2 of the Hours of Service &c¢t provides:

*Tha. 1% 8'sll be unlaful for eny eapon sarvier, its
cffiears or agents, sublioey o thia Aet fo veulrsz or permis
auy suployee subjlest to this Aot %o be or resalin on §uly for
& longer perfod then siziesn conneountive bours, and whonever
any such epployes of sush cormon ¢arvier shall have been cone

( tlmuously on gudty for sixteen hours b2 ohall be relieved and
ot reuired or sereitbed agalin %o g0 on duty until e kas
bed ai laasgt S=n eonseculive bhours of P duty.r

The investigation shows Bha: the ereov m@n@}& hsd been
cn dusty, at the time of tho acsident, 18 hours aud 50 mimutes.
The stutenent of tie conductor at the investigation is that they
tad mo delayw, excet mesting fralns and dolsg work, after leav-
ing Ladyamlih, Wt iz the earlier sept of the $7ip they had &



The dlopateher, by lusuing tha aprder to engine Koo 2649 at
Ladysnith, pexmitied this erey $0 have Sraln rights so that they
gould work 1m exzeess of the hours of service pernitted by stadtute,
The erew had beon on dubty 10 hours and & minutes in meking the
Tirst 100 miles of the trip, and 1% =ould sppear from the tice
conswred that the dispateher knew, or should have knosm, that
they could not complede the remalinder of the trip of 108 niles
in the B hours and 34 mioutes which $his eres o0uld remnin on

duty without sxesedine the sixtoen-bBour limit,. _

 The erer of engine Ko, 26849 also falled to comply with
Bullietin 293506, lssued Hay 18, 1210, which recds a5 follows:

"CONIUCTORS AND INGINEERB; ‘ | N

Beoreafter the 00 pimites enplovess sre roiuilrsd o he
at Lhelr traine or engines Before lesvwing $ime will Bs oom uted
ag t{ine on Suly as regardz the 16 bour sy and the total tinme
figured asscordinglye

In conse nones eresy must tis up for rest st tho oxe
firation of 18 bours and 20 pimtes from $he time Shas train
iy ordercd %0 losve 2 terminsl iastead of 16 hours whish has
been the practica up to the present tinme.®

It 45 recormended tint

{1} 4 prozecution De filed sgainst thie railrosd for
violaticn of $he Bours of Service Act.

{2} Tne attention of the rellrosd Be directad ts the
danger of rormltting 107 miles of tiask, the 8lstaence hetroen
Ladysmith end 28th Strest, Superior, tc be constantly used by
trsing without any telegrash ofTise for the transmission of
grders either day or night.

Respeetiully submitted,
B, We Belnap,

Chief Inspentor.



