sugust 21, 1911,

Interstate Commerce Commission,

¥ashington, D. Cs
Deny 3iraz

I suote the followiny letters fros Homorable He H. Jaker,
Hoyar of Winchester, Virginls, lodging complaint sgainat the
Valley frsneh of the Baltlocre & Idhic Raflrosd becsuse o0f gle

logead insseure condition of the rosdbed spusing sn accldent on

J&i" .mm’ EREX IS

July 18th, 1%il.
Legrotary of the
Interstute Commerce Commission,
Wrshington, L. €.
Loser 3lrt=
A derailment of a spasenger trals epeurrsd on

Priduy afﬁarm&aﬁ, July 14th last, og the Valley dranch
of the S & U, 3. B, gsuer Herperts Feprry, We Vu. I
con arcduce evidencs of several gaspengers thst thig
¥regy wad due to rotten tlesn, which erused the tragk Lo
aorsad. #est Virsini: hss ao offieisl or officlal body
whileh has Jurisdleticn over the shysicsl condiftlon of
rallresd beds and eguipment within her lines and, of
eourse, the Virginis &ergsrﬁtisn Somnignion, whilch hes
forced the Be & O, fo put into good order thet porticon of
tha trael of the Valliey Branch lving in Va., hwa no
jd?a@ﬁiﬁtlﬁﬂ in this zatter. We sre 2t 2 lose how o
sroosed unless your Commission can take neld and ¥ osm,
ﬁnara”ﬂrm, &%;E&lwﬁa 16 you, asking thet you samd &n i~
spector 10 exazine that pert of road bod lying in Y. Ya.,
betwe-n ?arﬂﬁrﬁ Ferry wod the Virginia State liase, If
thls cunnot he done, exn you not advise me ow L0 procsed
te lnsure thﬁ sufety of passengera coming intc our altly
ard State «und prevent thelr being Xilled and injured on
L) intarstaﬁm ruaa.

Hoping % aamgga%nﬁrggg ?guggﬂa, &,
(uiﬂueé} He o J&Lﬁr, Huyor.

July 7th, 1711,
Hone e ¥e Belnan,
Chief Inspector
of Jufety ropllinces,
ey 2’12&:‘.&@'@&92&, E. CQ -



o

Dear 3ir:

I have yours of 220 inst,, and am glad to know
that your office hep Jurisdictlion of Rell Rosd accildents,
and that vou will have an inspeotor inveastigate Lhe ree-
eant wregek at or nesr Harsers Ferry, ¥, Va. A wPack ocC-
curred at the dridge on this branch near Wadesville, Vs.,
laat f£all, and many people wers injured, and, I hope, it
wiil be in your power t¢ huve the inspector inaa&et the
trank from Harosrs Perry to Yinchester, with = vicw of
sreventing such accldents. I¥ is certainly adbout «s
so0r & rosd-bed 28 4t 13 possible to operste at sll. If
I cun be of gervice to your or your in this mstier, I am
willing to show whst I kEnow from twe perascnal inspsetions
of thut part of the track thot liss from here to the Btute
line.

Yery reapectfully,
{(Higned) Te He Baker, ¥ayor.

On wecount of the stendiay of the complainent, I kmd in~-
spechars Cash snd Helion, whe werse in that lmeedliate wvielinliy,
neke an inv@ﬂﬁigutimm of this ccoildsnt as well 22 the frack
conditions of the Baltlsore & Onio Hailroad.

I~ the aeeident complained ofy whioh orourred to Beallinore
& Ohic paseener traln %o, 1, conniating ef 3. & G, locorotive
%o. 531, mall sl exorens esr ol 107, ecsmbinetlion Baggege and page
senper sorch Ao, 1908, -nd doy 200chon dos. 4904 and (909, no one
wog Ritled or inlured.

Thiz scecident waz gruascd 'y the ferwspd tendsy trugk louw-
ing the ruill an n detegres curve, having e suyper-slevation of
&4 inohaz at the plags of cecldent, aad en average super-alsvation
8f ahout the %.me the 7ui% lan th of the cwes, with o sultsble

run=otr lezding $o fhs tenoont, which wag zhout 300 faet Tron the
ooint of Jerslloent. The tr i run zbeut 890 Coeb after the

forwnrd teondey truek left tne rolls. The sl Urskes were in
sood econdlilon, sad the recgon nzsigned by the enginewmy [or not

atopaing tralin sooner wasz thnt e dld mot apply ;hﬁﬁairu%gmggﬁ
in the swergeney Jop fesr he nlyhb onuse ahock whieh wo T



e
rall the curs behind the tender,.

Hightoen asw tlesz wers found to have been placed in the track
in plxce of those damaged by the derallmsnt. At twe polnts three
new Lies sere pliaced under the traeh together, while at other
palnts one or Lwe new tiss were occusionslly used, and only
elghiteen new tiss were reculred £or tha entirae distance of 390
faut. The cosgt of labor and asterizl to soke sald ropsirs was
210475,

Just price to the sceldent the englneapy shut off slsanm tO
drift =round a sharp curve, which wag abou? one-ihslf =mile south
ofr nloce where aeelident cccourred. Heither the engineer nor the
conduetor of the troin gould peaign any reasen for Lie truck's
lesving the tracit, The forwerd tender $rusk wez the only part
of engine or fterin deralled,

The eres hed come frew Irunswick, Id., z distanea of sbout
elght wiles, havipg been un duldy oneg hour st the tize zgcident
occurred, which was about 5394 Pe ¥, Pngineer L. P. Stickley
hng been o the asploy of the Baltinore & Ohie Rwsilrs.d Compary
on thlas division sbhout Fifteen ymaprs; Firemsn H. P. FPohrney
about two yeurs, snd Conduotor Jos. Helane ahout twanty-Tive
years. The repataticn and 2bility of eazch waz zosd,

Je T Bpureisr, Supspintendent of this divisicon, zuys that
ne =rde an examlinution of the traek at the plece ¢f derullment,
sud the forward tender truck of the locomotive in question, but
found nothing wrong =lth sither. e could assign no reoasen

for the tender truckx's lasving the ralls, bul wns inclioed to hee
liavs the socident wss cnuged by the rigldness of the soirnl

, - yery L
aurings of anid track, and ossibly too Little clearanca of the
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side beurings, and reported to the Genersl Superimtendent sc-
eordingly.

Our iaspectors caorefully examined that pertion of the
Bzltizore & Ohioc Rzilrosd betwmeen Winchester, ¥irginia, and
Harpers Perry, ¥est Virgiaiz, walking over = portion of 1%,
snd with the Superintendent of the division on & motor ear over
the ressinder of 1t. They found a few decayed ties, but at no
place ware they suffieient in musber to render the track unsnle
for tha sgagé anintained over this division with the iight eculp-
sent that {3 used. The aaxi: speed allowed on this divisicn
for & pussenger trazisn s forty-five miles an hour; the szchedule
gneed for this train, snd the speed used a3t the tine of the sce
cldent, beinp thirty silzs z2n hour.

It wa2 found thuet about 2ix or eight ailes of track is lsid
with 35 1b, gzecond-hand steel rsils, and the remainder with &7
1b. steel puils. The traek foree mug laying 8% 1b. Tails, znd
the Superintendent advised our inspectors that the 85 1lb. rail
sould be 1:dd on 21l thls trrck by Poll or Binter of this year,
and that ag soow 53 the 89 ib. rnll waz lald, new ties would e
gut undsr the traock wmhersver nceded.

Our 4fnspectors inmtervicwsd Hr, HBaker, Feyor of ¥inchester,
the compluinunt, snd ‘ound hisz informstion relstlve to this ae-
cident was all heszpsay. They nlse interviewed ¥r. Bsrry, who
w2 on Lhe trzin st the tise of the accident. He szhibited
tzo or thrse pleces of dacsyed timber, alleged to have heen part
of ths cross-ties th:i were broxen by the doralled tender truek,

but 4e frankly stated that there =us 1o iaéicatiﬂﬁ‘fhﬁt the 58—
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¢ident was esnused by spreading of the rails.

Gur inspeetors are of the aﬁiniaa, efter exrefully invese
tigeting the zutter and obunerving the roudbed snd track detween
Harpars Ferry snd Winchester, thst the deraliment was not enused
by unsafe conditiona of the track, and while finding cuite a fe=x
dees;=d ties, zt 20 place wers they sufficient in mumber to ren-
der the trsck unsafe for the light Yrzffle and power used. They
cheserved that mony nevw tias sre mow deing placed 1o the track,
anid that there are many now tiea plaesd siong the traek to be
sut in aas rapldly as the gectiun force can resch them.

Respectfully submitted,

Chief Inspector of
dafety Apupliznces.



