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NRAGRANDUE W OORIIGETONEN HMoCHORDs

Relative to sosldent on the Chicago, Hilwmukee & &, Pmul
i¥ey Deogenbyer ¢, 1911,

Uraft sudmitted LY the Ohiaef Inspeotor of Ssfety ARpliances
an a dasis fTor the report of she Commission,

Jusuary 19, 1912.

O3 Decanber 9, 1011, & he:d-on collligion oecurred on the
Chioago, Mllweukee & 8t Paul lallway at Corlise, Wie. Ko tele-
?rs@hln resort of this &ocoldoms wus reavived by the Commission.

nveatigeblion develoned the fact thet a toelegrem wee writion Uy
the rallway e.vpany, tut in some vepner falled So be delivered %o
the telegra:h ococ rny for tranmmission. Inzpeetor Merrill was

in the vicinlty at the time ond pade an imvestigations & synop-
aip of his resort 1s given balow,

Engine No. 840 lert Beloit, Wis., at 8 &« m., Deosber 9,
heuling Racine & Soutirestern Pivision syain No, 96, in charge
¢f Conductor Yeyxriek and Engirperan Forbush., On its arrival st
Corlise, englno No. S49 set oul ite troin and recelved arders to
ryn a3 an extra from Corliss to Btowell, & statlion nesy Milwcukes
on the Chlonzo ane Milwukes Divizlon, éurlm being the junotion
of the %o divisionss Extre o, 249 left the yard #eh a ssdoose
and rrooesdsd Lo wrids the wye leading to the east~bound Srook of
she O. & My Division, It wuz then intemded %o eross over $o the
vept-bound trock andl prooesd o Bbe ell. After toking ter el the
vabor tapk, located Beside the yeo, oxtyn No, B840 procesded Soward
the eastdound tyuck, on reaching which 1% asollided «ith easd-hound
yassonger train Ho. 18,

Train Koo 18 wan in chargs of Comdunotor Cweeney and Englneman
Haddook, end consisted of 2 bagmage oars, 1 muoking oar, 1 esoash,
1 dindng eax and 1 parlor ear, houled by ongine No. 948. This
train left Ellwaukoe aboud 5:45 p, me, four winutes lete, ant was
Gue at Corliss at 8:21 p. me Vhon 1t reashet the awitsh at $he
Junction T the wye with %' ¢ east-hound vizok, at sbout 8:23 D, .,
% eollides with extra Ho, 540

This sollimion ouuar~. the deot™ of the enginesan apd injuries
to the fireman of oxtra No. 848, as wrll a2 injuries %o the enzine
mom, sonduchor, baggager. n, one brakeman and one walter of traln
Ko, 1%, and tires passcngers, doth enginss ore dsrallod and guite
badly damagesd, engine Mo, 946 being trrowm dowm & 10-foot subanite
nonts The eara of truin Ho. 12 we:e only olightly demagsd. The
spesd of tPsin Ho. 12 at tho Sime of the ocllision was about 20
rdlas perhour, ""hile the speed of axtrs NMo. 40 was shout 4 miles
YO L.OUDw

The Cniosgo ani Milw.ukes Divindon of the €, M, & 8t. Ps Ry,
f5 a ~oubls track lipe, erossing ohe tricks of the Bacine & Esuthe
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wostern Plvision to the ssst-bound track of the Ohigngo & Hilwaukes
Divinion. Afier reaching this east-bound Sreck, trains scup eross
cver $¢ the sost-bound draek and thep procesd towarda Hilwmukes.
The junotion of the with the cast~bound trock is protected oY
8 bome signal, whieh lg loecated abdout 2,850 feel wost of the switol.
Aboul & mile st of tLls homo signul 1o loosted a divtantd astapusl.
Whan the switsh is .pen 4t sutometionlly zeis the bome sigmsl at
Janger and the JAlstant sign:}l st exutlion, thus wraing sporoachlag
treins that the wipe switeh is in uae, AL tle medtoh is loosted a
priteh indienteor, whieh is .o comnected eleoirienlly that whon am
a: rresehing ecst-bound traln rewshes a point about 2,000 feet w:oob
of the dlmtand signal, the iaileator w«ill show stop. I2 this
switelh indicator shows slaar, It inlioates thuv no traim is nesrer
ttan 2,000 fest - cat of Shy sistant sigmals

Firemun Siher, of extrs No. 540, stated Bt after taks
vmter ol ressiving crders, Enginexan Forbush started his tya
torord Lhe east-bound track of the C, & ¥y Division. Sibderts
abtention was firsd attruacted %o the ap moach of Hoe 18 Lon he
heard & long »histlel ho wns not gure whot trein 1% wms, Wbt on
looking out e sa: the headllight of traim No. 12 and sallad to
Enginecan Forbush to Jawp, at the pone tine 3%1‘1‘@ the englne-
mass aide of the oniines Prior ic this bime, S5iver stated
that e d1d pot know of Lhe loostion of train No. 12, and sup osesd
what the men in chargo of his traln knew what they were doing, He
Turther stated thad -hen making this mnovenent tle sustom hea bHeon
to une the blook signals ss bHhe only protsoticn, elt!ough he kpew
tht the rules provided Li .t oaroas-over novemsnbs shonld be 3ro-

teotel by Flagglige

Coniuesor Yerriok, of extyn No. 549, statel that while his
arew wes sebting out the traln in the yars, e went %o 'he station
Tor his oriers. ~After getting the orders L 1laft tho station
at 8117 ps M., andl ent to here engline Ro, 549 wac ssanding, at
the watey Sank, delivered crders to tbhe snglnemawn and talked with
him for %0 or thres mimbes. The swvitohes ‘ere lined up before
starting, snsé the sonduetor zotised th.t the first two switehes
weprd recdy for tho crosp-over movermend; :e 4id nol give any in~
strustions to hids BraKemen ae to flagsinge He admittel tr:t he
lia@ forgotten about trafn Mo, 12, and atated thot Hen in the
telegrap. office £ only shooked the ragister for -eat-bound trains,
He ulso stated that he bad never heen exsmined ¢n the sutonatie
black erign:d malen, and vhem guestionsd as to the generel proactise
25 1o flagping % this polnt h:g nekine oross-over movemonda,
g;atsﬁ :hat @ understoed that dhe sutomatieo zignals woull nroteet

B tralDs

Bead Brokeman Sarver, of extru Ho. 549, stated that :e threw
tha first two swltchce, at &'« same time notising by the iniipator
that the block wno olssr, sul that extrz Ho. B40 starded ohead
about five pdputes aft r ‘o Sthrew che switoh, Brakopan Barwer had
been Lt the seorvice of this relilroed three montha &nd hed never
besn pu - lled with & couvr of the automatle Bloek algnal rales or
mamuil blook »igp:l rules "o use. Hs als: stuted Shad Le bas never
zeen furnished with a time ourd, whioh conteins the genersl rules,
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althsuzh on sevaral different cocaslons he hald acked o he fur~

ni hes -4tk & copy. As a oonse-usnge he 4ié not even kmow thad
train Hoe. 18 was on Lo aohedule. FEeo k84 Lal seversl yeara'® ex-
reriengr with the Pennaylwenie Ballroad, nnd sitated thas on thet
railrgad he would nDot have done any flegslag under ilke oirouvme
stanoes, In Shls sonasotion, 1% might Be well 1o state that if

2 stapiard odde uf rilem was in wse upen mll ke raliroed: of the
yountry, the op.oriuaity of mistakes coourring on agscougs of wary-
ing Mles ould be obvlated.

Reur Brakeman Brinlzwn atnted that ~hile the hesd bralkeman
wi3 Shrowing the 1 od tuo switele, he vent eheud and t!rew the
% izd awitoh, not locking aé amy of the sidted indlcators, and that
aextra Mo, 8&5 814 oot mave uabtil after the mwitehen wers tirowm,
Suon alter "o Lhrew the mwltol ke heard one long whiatle and saw
the he.llfight of trein Ro. 12+ Ee stated thet no flagzing srooau-
tlons were texen, and that he had forgotten about $r2in Xo. 12
until Le smw it aoning,

Enﬁinaman flatdook, of tradn Mo, 18, atated tha =h-n be pasaed
the disteant slgnal 1t wes cob el glears AL bhis tinme the speed

of hisg traln wes shout 55 milec per bour. Just before resebing the
Lome aigmel, at ‘hick tlae tho peed of hisg train was xdout 60 miles
e loury, he starbod o apply whe aly braker, ang shon he paosed t£he
algnul, whioh wa: seot at dunger, he astabtes thel Le ot onge made an
energensy spplication of the auily drakss, and tiat Yo Sumped when bhe
sa. exbrs No. 842 on the truck in front of him. He further gsated
thut on seocunt of Lhe denze Tog py-wvalliag et the tine, he was not
odle tu see the siguals untll he wesa »2ithin a diztance of abous Hwo
ear lengths of them,

Wren Uperator Otzkewml:ler, st Corliss, woe quesiioned, 1t =:e
found t'4&% ‘e d19 not Lave e osrbon ooy a% th  aloaranes ocard
lasus. to the conduetor of sxbra Noe 549, It zp sarsd thut it vme
the ouatom at Lhig stailon to keep on'y coples of permisnive oards
and eards ipvelving neeting points, althbough the rales of theo oocmpe
sny re vire that & 002y be kXept ef all clenranes cardde He alated
that the conductor asked .im pothing &s §- esst-bound tralns, asd
Le peld nothing Lo tor sunduotor sbout Ho. 12, al houghk Lo inew
é&mzilt Lead Just pesset Zhe last BMlock sisticn before reashing
riLifg,

The weather at the sime of Lhe aceldent wss cxtranely foggy,
it bolng impossibleo tc sec o .istance of mpro than ¥9a or Lhree payr
lengbre, and the ruile were very slis erys Bulletins oalling
atlention %o the thisk fog yrov {1ing hei boen posted & few Curs
Tior (0 the tine of the mocidents These hulleting were adiressed
to all sonduotors an engliemen, ani the sonducbor of train Ko. 12
srlleq Fngivemsn Hadioek®s att-ntiom to thooe walletin ingtrustlions
bofore leaving Milweukes,

Thiz accident wis esused by the fallurs of the orew of sxtra
Hos 849 %o remecdor tratn Ho. 12 8ni %o 7o erly srotest thely
train - Rlle naking a croms-gver .ovement, A sontrituiing ecuuee
wng the Tellure of the englnemar of tr in Ho. 17 t0 56 regulats tre
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syeed of hls traln ae o De ahleo to ob.erve and he guvernsd by
gnals provided for the Jur ome of preventing asocidents of this
gharacter, This inventizavlon develo;s the fast Hhut e condugtor
in eharge of ihe Freight sraln b never been sxmmined om the
autonatis bloek sigoul rulee, z2nd from the statemcnts of this
wreln orew it wan not $he eustosm for dhom o protect Lhelr tralns
walle moking this orcss-over movement, Biﬂhﬁbugh re wirped By the
Tulez to 4o 0. I% 8l .0 & pears that one of tho brakemen, al~
ihough in servioce thres monibs, bhad never beem furniabed with a
time ¢ alilough ho Ja ' mede seversl re ue (8 for it« Thome
time cawh gontein the schedulen of trains and toe gensral rules

of tho oopanye

This asofdont noouresd av = point protestod by asn sutosatic
block mign.l s{ntw, sgwially pmzi&ad B meot Lhe sunditlons
existing &% hls jJunetion polmd. Uabtll tils company furnliabes
copies of 1%s rules to 1te amployees, and the officlale koow that
the employeer thovoughly understamd bthem, freight traiana are 1liable
Lo Rstenpt oross-over movemends under efmilsr circumstanses., To
lngure greater pufeiy, howevewr, it is obvious that some udesuste
system of tr:la combrol unut bBe aforted to prevendt snginsmen Trom
sesoing sign:le set azolnst thow,

Regpaotfully subnlittned,

Chief Inspuotor of
8afety Apprilanses,



