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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CORMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOD OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE INVESTI-
GATIOI OF AN ACCIDENT VHICH OCCULIFD ON THE ILLIIIOIS
CENTELL KAILROAD AT CLINTON, ILL., ON FFBRUARY 1, 1924.

April 22, 1934.

To the Commission:

On February 1, 1944, there was a rear-end collislion
betuween two freight trains on the Illinois Central Railroad
at Clinton,Ill., which resulted in the death of two employ-
ees.

Locaviorn and method of operation.

The Springfield Division extends northward from Clinton
to the north yard limit board a distance of about 3 nlles,
from which peint northward i1is the Wisconsin Division. This
accident occurred on the southbound main frack at a point ap-
Lroximately 580 feet south of the yard-limnat board., Two
freight yards, known as A and B yards, are located gpiroxi-
mately one mile south of the yard liwit board, movement of
trains in this vicinity beang governed by rule 23 of the
Rules of the Cperating Department, which reads as follows:

"Mithin yard limits the main track may be used -
I rotecting against first class trains.

"Second and third class tzrains and extra trains
rust move within yard limits preyared to stop
unless the main track is seen or known t0 be
clear."

The treéck 1s tangent and practically level for several miles
in either dairection from the point of accident. On account
of fog the range of vision was restricted to a dastance of
about 300 feet at the time of the accident, which occurred
at about 6.50 a.m.

Descrijtion.

Southbound freight train extra 2906 consisted of 83
erty cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 2906, and wis in
charge of Conductor Fitzgerald and Engineman Prytherch. It
ieft Arboy, Ill., on the Visconsin Division, at 3.20 p.um.,
January 31, and arrived at the north freight yard at Clinton
at about 5.20 a.m., February 1, pulled across the northbound



main track in on a lead truck at the entrance to vacd & "nd
st opi.ed clear of the vard ladder track. The hewd braler.n
then wegt forward to learn whach track it was to ocowy ¥

As the train was blocking & state highway crossing and tae
nortuound main track, the enginewmen wfter waiting « short
tine backed across the northbound malrn track anu northuara
on the southbound oain track until the engine clearew Tae
highway crossing, and stop;ed the train wath the cabocse
about 50L0 feet south of tle vard limit boaid, having just
reached this position at the expiration of his l6~hour period
on duty. Extra 2506 had been stending at this point about
40 minutes when the caboose was struck by extra 304,

Southbound frei ht train extra 30Zec ccusisted of B3
erbty cars and a caboose, haulea by en.ine 3083, anu was 1r
charge of Conductor Hoss and Ern_inewen McHahon. This trasn
left fuboy at .15 p.m., Jaanuzry 31, and at 5.50 a.u.,
February 1, struck the rear end of Eiatrea =908, while travel-
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in;, at o sypeea estiwated to have beern acout 10 miles =n homr,

The caboose of extra 2906 was telescoped 1ts entire
len;th by a steel pondola car ahewd of 1t. The superstructure
later caught fire arnd was destroyed, the flfth car ahead of
the caboose was broken in two and thrown over ur-on the nortih-
bound main track. The fromt end of eng.une 3032 was slightly
damnaged. The erplovees killed were the conductor and Iflagnan
of extra 2906, the former receiving injuries irom vhich he
died the followaing day.

Surr.ary of ewvidence.

Eng,ineman Prytherch, of extrn 5805, stted that los
truin arrived at the higlhway crossiug knoun at lisradien
Hichway near the north end of yard & at Clinton at about
5.80 a.rn., and after northbourd ) assenger trair No. L33
J-assed a4 minvte or two later, he julied ahead, croseed the
rnortibound main t rack and in on the yard connectivn or lead
track to yaru & His trein stopred at that voiut and tLe hea.
Lrakenan wemt forward to ascertain which track their train
was to occury. As he had not returneu after about &L or 30
minutes and as there hzd been considerable cowl laiut abpouvt
blocking, the hignway crossing, at about 5.50 vr 5.565 a.n.,
Jhen their 16~hour reriod on duty had nearly expired,he
backed out on the scuthbound main track and northward on
that track until his enpine had cleared the highway crossing.
He sai1d he made the back-up movewent witbout receiving o
signal from thersar end, the fog being so dense 11 vas in-
possible to see a lantern signal a freater Jdistance thun
6 or 7 car leu.,tns, he depended uj.on shie conauctoi sething
the ai1r Lrakes from the caboose 1n the event he diw not thias
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the rnove adviawble. From train orders he held he knew

extra B035 was following his ftrain but thought that train
woulu have to 50 1nto siding at Blooman,ton, <42 miles north
of Ciinton, to clear train No.ls2, md that the back-up tiove-
rnent as tlerefcre safe. Shertly after hls engine had cleare.
the highJday crossia, tae Lead Lrakewan ot on the ensine

and sard tracxk Ne. 1¢ was clear, but as thelr tiwe, under

the I16-tour law, was then up he did n wpove the train iuto
the yard. The statenents of Firenan Stone prastically cor~
roborited the testimony of Enpineman Prytherch.

Head Traxeran Stephenson, of extra 2906, said upon the
arrival of his trein at tue north yard at Clinton,ln.inenan
Fryvherch teold hin %o ;o ahead end rind out w~hers they were
to head 1:. He went forward and upon iuguiry was told by a
yarduan that thers vJas an open track but 1t had a few cars
on 1t,and he then inforuned the yarduar that their tine was
neariy uy erd tley wanted to get 1n as seon as }ossible.
Ercker.n Steihensoa soid while they were talking Encinenan
Prytherch care ur ara said 1f there was not an oren track
right away to gilve him a back-upr signal aund he would clear
the road crossin.. Brakepan Stepheuscn went with the yardman
to a shunty nearby and while the yardman was talking by
telephone trith the yardmaster's cffice regarding a track
for extra 2908, Engireman Prytherch sounded 2 back-up signal
and started to back cut on the masain line. 4 track was found
to be clear and the yarduan told him to go out and fiag
extra 2508, but on account of the for and being soue distance
fron the engine hiis sipnals ayrareatly vere not seen. The
engainenan on a switch engrue standing, nearty sounded 4 st op
e1rr.al several times, but as extra 1906 diu not stop ne pot
on that engine and rcode to the yard treck siitch wrnd then
walked to the hi_hway croselng, boarded the sngiue and in-
forned Enganeman Prytherch thnat track No. 10 was clear. He
could not recall the engineman's rejly, but as he did not
riove he took 1t for granteda that their tiwme was up.

Engineman MeMahon, of extra 302<, szid the bri.es on
his train were ir _ood working order and he had experie.ced
rno difficulty in malin. the various stops en route. He
knew extra 2906 was ahead of hls tTrwin as he had noticed
thut 1t was listed out of Awboy one hour ahead of lis trar.,
and at .linonk, a station about 52 miles nortn of Clirnton
he Lad seern the caboose of that train. He shut off stecww
about one~-fourth mile tefore reachiny the yard liu.t bourc
at Clinton and the traia was rTunning at a speed of abouvt .o
miles an hour at the time of jpessing, the ard lamit board.
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Tne weather was very foggy ance 1t was not possiltle to see
the narrer liphts of extra 206 urtil his train wis asbout

8 car lenpths distant Irom 1%, He had started to take wup
slack with tne 1adey eadent trake, and upon seeing the r.arker
lzpots of the cacvoose ahead he z2alied a warning to the fire-
Lian and brikesman and at the same tine a.plied the alr brakes
in euergercy, which reduced the sreed of his train to atouvt
8 .ales an hour at the tine of the collision. hHe junged
from the enzine just before tue collisiun and because

of the rate of speed and joor footing he fell, he thought
the rate of speed was higler than 10 miles an hour &t that
time, but with the brakes avplied in energency, «and witrsn
the 3 or 4 car lengths the train traveled afrver le had juupec
from the engine, the speed was reduced to 8 or 10 rmiles an
hour at the tine ol 1mpact. He said the caboose of extra =508
wvas only about 10 or 11 car lengihs soubh of the yard limit
Loard and as he di1d not encounter any torpedcss or see a
flapman, the first warning ht hag wus wy on seeiny the riarker
lights ahead. Ee expressed the opirion that had toryedoes beea
used, or had he been given any kind of warning, even a short
flag, he would have beern able to stop Lis train and avert
the accident. He daid 1he ccllision occurred at 6.50 a.rp.
Fireman Valker and tHead Brekeman Stout estimated the speed
of their train at the time oI the collision to have been
about 8 mles an hour.

Conductor Noss, of extrza 3022, sz21d his train consisted
of 84 cars, on two of which the air brikes were not vorking
and on twvo other cars the air brakes nad beesn cubt out. lle
said no difficultv had been exyperienced in handling the train
on this trip. He estinated the speed of his t rain to have
been about &0 miles an hour & the tire of passing Vapella,
«.6 mi1les north of Clinton; after the caboose was apjproximate-
ly half a train length south of the station he heard the
station whistle signal sounded for Clinton, the speed of
the train having teen reduced to zboat 16 or 18 nries an hour;
the slack was tunched irn the triin at this time, which he
sald was sooner than is ordinarily done, cut he thought
that because of unfavorable weather conditions the engineman
vas getting his train under control. The brakes were ajlliea
in emergency shortly afterwards, the speed of the train at
this time bein. about 15 or 16 miles an hour, the tr«in
unoved about 4 or 5 car len.ths, then there was a Jolt and
the traan came to a sto;. He locked at the air gauge in the
caboose and notea that the air pressure was all gone, his
first impression was that the trein had broken in two and
afiter instructing the flaguan to 1rotect the train he started
toward tne head end. He looked at his watch just as he wos
alighting from the caboose and noted that 1% was tlhen 6.50
a.ri. He estinated the speed of the trein at the ane of the
collision to have been apout 12 males an hour.
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Engine Foreran Coll:i.s, 1a chaige cf serich engine 217,
sa.G Le vas corkin at tLe north eud or yald ! on the norn-
in,, of the ac~ideus, and uvron the a.rTaval of extra «L06

at rbouv 5.30 or 5.05 a.n. he sto y.ed 1t nedr the clossover
wiach leads fror. yard 4 to the scale track 1n yard B, Tue
he-d brakeman cawe forwerd and wanted to knov wherse his
traore was to nead in, 1w reply to vhich he sard tuat

as scon as he had coryleted one nore awitchius wovement

he would find out for ham. He coujleted the movepeni and
tlien wvent to the televhone shanty Yearby, cilled the vard-
naster’'s ofrice, the clerk ansvered the ®lephone and

sard Yardpaster Ste art was busy, he was inforned that Yaru
magter Stewart said thzt 1f track No. 10 was clear to jvs
extra <006 1n on tnat track. Engine Forerner Collins said he
then switched 8nd No., 53 out of track No. 10, anu told tne
brekewan of extra J9C6 that his frain covld pull 1n on that
track. Mile talking with the yardmaster's office Le hewra
the emn 1:enan of extra 3906 sound a taclk-up whistle sigucwl
and start a back-u, movenent, he cillied to tae Lr.lkenan,
who was standii,. near the doorw.y to stop extra L0b.

He did not knouw whether stop sinais were piven or ncot,

1n any event extra 8508 did not stv; and he told the brake-
wman to have the en_ineman of en_ine 317 sound stop whistie
sipnals. Ensine Forer.an Ccllins sald he Lad ne previous
knowled.,e that extre =006 woula Te on short time and uyon
hear:n,, the brakeman of that trwin say that their time wovl.
be up at 6.10 a.m. Le imr.ediately went to the telejlicne
shanty and got 1a touch with the vardmaster's office, as he
thoupht he could cttain results quicker than the brakenan,
iHle swad 1t was the jractice for tréins to head 1r the nort.
vard anc for him then to inforw thew wueie they were to go.
He also said theie was 2 telephone at the switch on the mai.
line at the entranne to the north yard, but 1t was his
understanding that this telephons wac out of order and 1t
1s necessary for trains to prcceed to the entrance of

yard 4, « distance of ajproximatelv 1,500 feet, stop, and
then ascertain wiich track they were to cccoury.

Aspistant Yardraster Stewart saird at about 3.30 Aa.m.
he talked with the foreman in charge »f switching at the
north end yard regarding incomng traing and instructed hasr
that as extra 2908 would arrive ou short tiwe, he should se
t0o 2t that they were not deiayed any louger than was ab-
golutely necessary. At gbout 5.50 a.m. the nortan end Ioure-
narn called his office, the yard clerk answered the telephons
and s&id extra 32906 had arrived anc wanted to know where he
intended that tra:n to go, &na after ascertaining that treo.
No. 10 wes clear ne told the clerk to tell the north end
forenan to put extra 29C8 i1n on tlhat track. e TooX no
furthier action 1. the niatter, sayving he naturally suij osed
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tl.1s wvould be done. He sead he did not knuew Just what action
the nort! end forenan took relative to letting extra 906
into the vard, and coulcd not uaderstiad oLy he diu not juc
that train in on trmekl mmedaatsely usorn 1%s arrival at the
yvard, 1t being nis ippression tonat tueat track Jas clewr ot
the tiwe, 4t acvout 5.10 @a... the ncrth enl forercu again
ciiled Las office and suid the traxn he had previcusly
called abo.t "had backed up in the country", He s«id he

vas relieved frorn audy at 6.00 a.ri. at whick tine lie was

of the impressiun thet extra «~3Dc was 1n_on track 10,

ard so rej orted to Assistant Yardrnaster Enmitt vho relieved
hir tut upon learning that extra <908 Lad backed ovt on the
uain line ne then :nforned fssistant Yardmaster Furett

that extra 3208 was not i1n on track 10 as he haa previously
told him but had tacked out on the wmain line. Assistant
Yardriaster Ewmmitt wade no rejly and he tnern inforued hig

of the rel.ef crew .nich had been callea to negt an 1.100:1L.
train uhich would arcive at the east varud orn shoTt tiie.

Assistant Yardmaster Ermitt said the first Lnov_ec e
he had that extra 2906 was out on the nain 11ine Wis U 0n
hear..g of the accidsnt &t about 6.50 a.u. He stated
thLat Aseistant Varduaster Stewart had re; orted extrs «<SUS
as being 1n on trick 10 and bhad no reccliection of .ater
being anformed that 1t had backed out cn the main line.

Hle Turt: er stated that w oL going on duty he was told that
a crew had been called to relisve a crew arriviug atv the
east yard on short t:me, and that the relief Srew vould
then haul extra 2908 out of track 10 in yard 4,

Cunclusic.s.

This accident was caused by tns fecilure of Engluernun
lclithon of extre 2023 to operate his trfin unldei 1.rouner
coutrol waithin yard licdvs.

Tuginewran llcl.ahor should have had hios train unwer such
control oo to be able to stop Within rauwge of vieiow won
entering the yara lim:ts, as reguired by dule I3, of the
Rules :ad Kegulations of the Cperating Dspartuent, which
1 rovides 11 part, that

hxxxxkkx> ¥k Opnond and “hird class treinzs «nd extra
trains ruet move wathain yard linats prepared to stop
unless the main treck 1s seen or known tc be clear.”
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In viev of the existing weather conditions, the sreed of
the train upcn entering yard 1imits necessarily would have
had to ve very low, 11 18 apprarent that the speed of extra
3052 had not teen properly reduced beifore entering yard
limts vecause notuithstanding the energoncy ap.licasicn
of the brakes which Erngimnerien Mgllahon mad2 vhen he saw
the caboose of the preceding train, che speed of his trein
at tne time cf ncilisicn was estzrwated to have bemn fron
8 to 12 miles an hour.

Enginerman Prytherch exercised bad
away Irom ihe entrance to the yard bercr
whether there wis a yard track availab.e
traia.

aiahent in backing
° legmmy definiteliy
receive his

Asciglant Yardmaster Stewart ig s2lso at fault for hais
failure to see to 1t that s1ace was prerared before the
arrival of extra 22008 so as to aveoid delay to that train in
entering the yard uypon arcrival, in view of the fact that he
krew this train was exrected to arrive on short tine.

This accidert acain directs attention to the inherent
weakness of the huwan elerent in tra n operaticn. Hed an
ade(nate aubbmalric troin-control device been 1n 19€ On
this line,,This zccident would have been averted.

The engine crew of extra 2908 had beern on cduty 16
hours and 40 minutes at the time of the accident, having
tied v, on the nain line at the expiration of their 16-hour
1eriod on duty, previous to which tney had veen off duty
11 hours and 45 minutes, the train crew while not on duty
at the tire of the accident, was about the train, having re-
ileved themselves ai the expiration of 18 hours on duty,
Lrevious to going on duty on this triyp they had been off
dutr 9 hours and 40 minutes or more. &t the time of the
accident the engine and train crew of extra 3032 had been
on duty 15 hours 35 m.nutes, and 15 hours 15 mainutes,
respectively, after an off duty pericd of 9 hours and
40 minutes or more.

Hespect{fully subnatted,

%. P. BORLAND,

Director.



