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INTCRSTATE COLIT-RCr ~OVTIISSICL

REPORT O TIL) DIRDCTECR O 2 BUREAU CF SAFERY IN RE
IMVOSTIGATICI CI" AN ACTIDLLT 7MILCH OCCURRED ON
THT CHIC.GO, BURLINGTCH o NUINICY RaILRQAD AT
HANNIBAL, MO,, CI LUGUST 17, 1225.

January 8, 1926.

To the Cormissicn,

Cn Aurust 17, 1925, tnere was & ncad-end col-
lision between 2 passenger train and a light engine at
Hannibal, Iio., resulting in the dcath of 1 cnployee,
and tae .nijar; oo 45 passengers and 3 cnployces.

Locaticn and nethod of operaticn,

This accident occurred on that part of the
Hannibal Divasion extonding boebtween Honnikal and Cld
Tonro:, 1lo., a distance of 68.1 mijes. In tic vicinaty
ot the point of accident this 13 o sinsle-track line
over which traains are cperated by tire-tablc, train
orders, and an autcrnasie bleock-sisral syston. Tne point
of aeceident was within yard limats, about 500 feet north
of a yard office which 1s shovwn »n tne tinc-table as
"Hannibal . 1..," which 18 1.7 n2lc3 south of the staticn
and will be herceinofter referrcd te 2s HI office.

The autonatie bloek sisaric 2re ¢f the color-

light type, disploying red, ycllow ~nd green, for ssop,
autiron and proeecd, respectively. Setveen lHoanmibal
Union Station and the point of acecideat therc arc thrcee
gignals governins the novenert o soutlbound trains, the
last sintl encountercd being siznnl 118,67, leocated
about 1/2 mile north of the point of nceident. Approach-
ins fron the south the last saizn~l cncountered 18 signal
116.72, locatcd nmere thon 1 rile scuth of the point of
accident; the nexl siprncl governing nerthbound movencnte,
sirnal 118.22, 1s loented 2 foew feet nerth or the point
of 2ccirdent.

Under the ralces, sceond ~nd inlerinr eclass
~and extra ti-i1ns rust nove within yard limits prepored
to step wal. o e maan track is scen or kuown to be
clear, whlle under bulletin I'o, 15 switch engines and
11ght engyies muct obbain permissicon twrcoash tac opera-
tor 2t HW ofiice beTore using the main traek north of
tris point.
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Appreoachin, the point ol .ccident from tne
north there is 2 29 curve tc tuac ri_at 545 feet 1n
lengcth, 490 feet of tangment, ond tnen a 10 48 curve to
the left 872 fcet 1n length, the ceecident occurring on
the last-mentioned curve ot ¢ poinl -~bout 450 fect from
1ts northern cnd, cpproaching from the scuth therc are
about 3,100 feet of tangent, follouved by the curve on
which the accident occurred. The grade 1n this vieinaity
13 practically level.

It was daylight and the weather was clear at
the time of the accrdent, which occurred at about 6.28 a.nm.

Descraiption

Souvhbound passenger train extra 2150, a con-
mrters traln operating between the Union Stalion and an
industrisl plont at Illasco, 1c., 2.1 niles distant, con-
sisted of =.1x coaches, all of wooden construction, hauled
by enrmine 2150, and was 1n charge of Conductor Hayden
and Dngineman Murphy. While classificd asg an extra, 1o
was opereted daily on an established schedule. It de-
parted from Hamnmibal at 6,20 a. m., 1ts resular depart-
ing tine, procecded southward at a spced said to have
becen about 10 miles an hour, and vhile traveling at a
low rate of speed collided with cxbtra 2848 at a point
near HII office.

Forthbound engine 2848, running light, passed
Saverton, 6.2 nilcs fron Izannibal, at 6.20 a. n. accord-
ing to tace train sheet, cnbered tae yard linits at
Hamnibal wnilc ftraveling at a op 1 of about 30 niles an
nour, passed HN office traveling ouv & speed variously <s-
timated 1o have been fron 3 to 35 miles an hour, and col-
lided 7ith extra 2150 while travclirs o1 a comparatively
low rate ol spocd.

Bota cen-incs a1d wne forvw »d cnd of the first
ccach were considercbly danced. Toc cnployee killed was
a2 brakeman who wvas on tac front plotfornm of the first
coach 111 cxtra 2150.

sumary of gvidceuaco

Dnsineron Murphy, of cxtra 2150, said that

after leaving Lanc station nis train procccded south-
ward at - speed not in excess of 10 niles on hour, rond
that clerr 1-r1c2ftions werce displiyed by the three auto-
matic bicek oilzaals encounterca ea route. His first
knowledze of the opposing troin was 2bout tne time his
owvn train appreached the curve oa whicn iic ecllision
ocecurrcd, at which timc the firem a cenlled a warning of
danger arna junped from the cngine. PFnginenan larphy
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sa1d he applicd the alr brakes 1n energencey but did not
have time to lewve the cngine beiore vhe collisionr oc-
curred, by which time his btroain hod <lmost stopped. Due
to his being on the outside cf tnc cac—e ne was unable to
sce any materiil distance ahead "nd nc did not at any
time see the lizht engine as 1t ~pprotccd.

The testinmony of Fireman Th fer, of extra 2150,
cerroboraved that of Engincron Inrpry vith respcet to
the 1ndicatrons displayed by tre ~wato—v.tie block signals
passed by their troin. He sz2id he sur enzince 2848 about
the tine 1% vas passing HN cfficce and thougsht 1t was
noving at that fine at a speed of 2boat 35 miles an hour;
ne at ocnece cclled a warning of dur-er to tne engilnenan
and Junped from the gongway cof tac engine, Just before
the collision oceurrved.

Conductor Hayden, cof extra 2150, s2id nis
train procgeded tarough the yard 2t normnl speed, not
nore thon 12 or 15 miles an hour at any point. He was
collecting btiuncporbtaticn ané then vpproacning the point
of accrdent he necrd one blast of tne whistle and the
brekes were applied 1n emergency, tne collisicm occur-
ring shortly tnereafter, he thousht the speed of his
train at the time of the collision was obout 6 or 7 niles
an hour. Thc suitements of Flogman Boarbour, of extra
21L0, ccocr.oboiaved those of Conductor Hnyden and brought
out n. additicnal faets of i1mporinnec.

Lngincoan Briscoe, of light enginc 2848, said
his engilne passed tne cement pl:nt, locoted about 1/2
nile south of the yard-linit board ot Hennibal, travel-
ing at a speed of about 30 niles an hour; thot the uto-
natic block siznal % tnis poiant displayed o procced
irndication, and that ne passed the yrrd-linat board
about 4,500 fect scath c¢f the prixt f cecidemt without
reducing sheed. He first observedsignoal 118.22 jJust
north of the point of cceident, ot tne Pirc his engine
was about oppoesite HIl office, tanc specd of his engine
at thot Saire being nbeut 15 riles "n hrour. This signal
was displaying o ston indieztiosa wnd he culled 1ts in-
dicaTicn So the firenan, sounied o storp sigrnirl on tne
whistlce ~nd opplied the air brekxes. He siid 1t was his
intention tc ssop before passing the cignal and thot his
cengine had nearly stopped, withir nn cngine lensth of the
signal, when 1t wos sftruck by engine 2150, Enginenan
Briscce s~1d he s fanilinr with tae schedule of the
extro, and hed thouzht of 1t os ne pproached and passcd
throush tac yarc, and when he obscrved signnl 118.22
displaying & st p indieation he intended to stop and to
Sec.T0 Lo lGo. .. From HI officc before conbtiruing nerth-

AT

viard on the nain track. He was unable to recall having
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rcad & bulletin Jhich prevenited L:i~hl crrincs fron using
the mnhion track norih of UN . Iffice 'thut pernission

fron tne yardmaster's oifice, o1lthou~-1 Fis signiture te
this bullevin wrs {found to Le on 1.1e, Dnginemnan Briscoe
further stated that 2s ~ulontic ool indicctions
governed novenents throu'h the yard 115 ri-hic in this
instance extended to cutomavie block siemal 118,22,
lceated 2boat 550 feet norbh of Hiy officc ond about an
cngine lenzoh nerSh of the no.ont of eollr sicn, he later
chrnged this staterent ~nd said tnct in noving through
yoerd I1_arbs, fpotnuing under vule C5, _woorn viG signal
indieations werce dact mutnority to ricve in 211 eases,

but tn~t irnin novenents should be rade as They woy was
scen and knewn to be clear. He said the ringe of vision
at thce porne of accident was egoncwbat restrieted oand that
he was unevlic To oee signal 118.22 until his engine nad
recoched Bd sisiec, approxinately 1.5 or 20 ear-lengths dis-
tont fronm tn.t sigral. Subsecucent tests, ncowever

showed vht wne rnéievtion of this g1l eould be scen

a distancc oi cbout 1600 feet fron both sides of the cab,

Fireren Petit, of critra 2848, also s~ad tlhe
block signcl soabh of tne yard-lirut boord wos dis-
playing A clerr i1ncdiention a4t nig irin ~poroached and
passed 1t. He thought his cngine wos runniag at a
speed of aboul 10 r.iles an hour bebtveen Lt point and
HIT c¢fficc, ond s.ad tnat vwhen within o chert distonce
of ftnis of.i1ce Inginencn Bridgcoe ¢ .licé "red board" and
inmediately applied the air brakes, reducing the speed
to about 3 or 4 niles an nour at :sre t.ne of passing HN
office., He drd not notice tue stop i1ndieation displayed
by signal 118.22, 1t being at about tais time that he
observed extra 2150 approaching. Firenan Petit thought
the running orders held by the enginenan entitled them
to use the main track to bthe round aruse located in the
north end of thne yard, and said he vas ncet familiar with
any bulletin restricting light encincs from using tr-=
nain track nortn of HN office without pernission, although
he knew 3v was tane praevice for frerghl crevs to call from
this officc and secure such pernissicil.

Inxuenan Briscoe said he had net 1mspected the
speed recordcer on nis engine axd taat e did not know
vhetrer cr mot 1v was workin;. After the en~ine had been
nuved vc the round houase, within a few hours of lhe
oceurre 3¢ 07 L accident, Zlectricion Faucctt tested
Lhe speed rcecordcr and found no defecis. Tnat portion
of the tope coverirg tne last part of the ran nade by
cnglne £848 vas riissing; two days afterwards he found
sore pireces of tape in the viginily of wanere the acci-
dent occurred and he expressed Shie oprnion they had con-
stituted a portion of the part wiich vvas nissing.
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Conelusions

This accident was caused by tl.e foilure of
Enginerman oLriscoe, of lignt engine 2848, to stop at HN
office and obtain the necessary aulhority for occupylrng
the main track north of tmabt point.

Ensineman Lriscoe said ne did nct renmember
having read the bulletin i1n ouestion, but his signature
tothis bulletin was found to be on file. It further
appeared from his statements tnat vhen he sav the stop
indication of signal 118.22 he intended to stop and
t0 obtain permission tnrough HN office before ocecupying
tne track north of the signal, being of the cpinion
that under the clear signal i1ndication ne said he
nad previously received he could proceed as far as
signal 118,22 before stopping. Not only do the indica-
tions of autonatic signals fail to relieve an engineman
of tne duty of observing all operating rules and bulle-
tins affecting the novement of his train, but had Engine-
nan Sriscoe ever intended to obtazin the necessary authority
to proceced beyond HN office 1t is very doubtful whether
he would have passed tnat point a distance of 500 feet
and thcn have walked back to that office to obtain the
authority in guestion, 1t 15 also improbablc that ne
would have proceccdcd as far as the signal 1T, as hc
claimed, he remembered the schedule of tne passenger
extra, which was practically on btine wancn the accident
occurrecd.

That portion of the spccd tapc which would have
snown the specd of engince 2848 as 1t approached signal
118.22 was found to have becn rcmoved by scme person
unknown, but whilec nothing definite cculd be stated
as to the speed of extra 2848 it seemced very probable
that Engineman “riscoe catered Homnibal yard at a
high ratc c¢f speed and expected Lo cperate his engire
past H¥ offic¢ and procced to the round hcuse near
the Union Station without stevpirns for anylhing. The
yard-linit rale of this railrcad only rcguircs dhat
novements aifected by 1t shall bec made prepared to stop
unless the main track 1s secn or known to be ¢lecar; such
a rule 1n 1ts practical effect neans tec stop within
rangc of vision end 1t 1s possible that engine 2848 could
nave been stopped accordingly. Had the rule rcquired vhe
engineman to stop within half has range of vision, as 18
the case on several ralrlroads in order to allow for the
fact that the opposing troin nay be noving, then a
diflcrent situation would have been presented.
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It devecloped thot extra 2150 hod not becn
stopped when the aceident occurrcd, but 1t nnd been
operated at guch o low rate of specd th~t 1t 28 probable
1% could have been stopped within the range of vision
of the engine crewv.

Had or adequate autonntie troin stop or train
control deviec bzen in use on this line thils accident
would noi aave ocourred.

All tne enployees involved were experienccd nen;
at the time of the aceident none had been on duly in
violoation of the hours of service law.

Respeetfully submitted,

Y. P. LORIAID,

Director.



