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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFPETY IN
RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED
ON THZ IILINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD AT CHICAGO,
ILL., ON MARCE 3, 1926.

April 6, 1926.

To the Comm:ission:

On March 3, 1926, there was & head-end
collision between an Illinois Central passenger
trein ¢nd a Michigen Central express train on the
tracks of the Illinois Centrsl Reilroed at Chicego,
Ill., which resulted in the death of 1 passenger
and 3 employces, and the injury of 6 passengers
and 10 employces. This accident was investigated
in conjunction with representstives of the Illinois
Commerce Commission.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on the Chicego
Terminal Division, which extends between Randolph
Street, Chictgo, and Richton, I1l., a distance of
29.03 miles, PFrom Hsndclph Streset southward to
67th Street tower there are eight tracks; south
of 67th Street towsr there are six tracks, over
which treains ere operated by time~-table, train
orders, and an auntomatic block-signal system.
Prom west to eact the tracks are numbered 1, 2,
3, 4, 5, and 6, tracks 1 and 2 being used for
local suburban trains, tracks 2 and 4 for through
passenger trains, and tracke 5 and 6 for express
Baburban trains; the even-~numbered trachs are for
nortrkbound trains and the odd-numbsred tracks are
for southbound trains. Extending southward from
& point opposite €7th Street tower, track b runs
parallel vaith track 4 for a distance of spproxi-
mately 950 feet and then loses 1ts 1dentaity,
curving to the right and forming a Juncticn with
tracks 4, 3, 2, and 1 by means of double-slip
crossover switches, this being & temporary



arrangement made necessary by reason of reconstrue-
tion end development work. The intorlocking machines
which operate these switches und the signals govern-
in. the use thercof, are located in the 67th Street
tower. The accident occurred cbout the niddls of
the double-slip switch which conncets tracks b and
4, loeatcd 1,086 fuet sonth of &7th Streetl tower.
Aporoaching this point Jrom vither dircczion on
treeck 4 the track 18 tangent for morc than 1 mile;
aporoaching” from the north on track 5 the grade

18 undnlating, ane to duvelo went work, 1t is as-
cending Zrom ¢ short distsnce south of 67th Strest
to the point of wccident.

The signals involved are of the color-
light eacloscd-dick type, sovthbound si.nsls 74,
43 and 112, govcrning movements on track 5, are
locatsd £,14C fost, 1,078 feoxt, and 317 fest,
respectively, north of the point of accidont.
The top disk on ecach of thesc signals 1s equipred
with threc lenses, for the purposc of displaying
rod, yellow or grccen indications, signal 74,
howevor, is the only one which displays & green
indication, this being the case when the route
18 lined for & movcment across trucks 4, 3 and
2 to treck 1 snd vhen at the seme tinc sagnals
4% and 112 arc displaying & ycllov: indicstion.
The top disks of signals 43 end 112 also povern
the same rounte, and, &s previously indleat.d,
d1splay only two 1rdications, red or yzllow;
signal 112, bcaing the last of the slgnuls govern-
ing th. route to track 1, also govuras as far es
the first antometic signel on that track. Signals
74 and 43 are locrted on signnl brids.s, while
signal 112 16 leceated on a mest placed on the
cest side of track b.

Approaching from thce south on track 4,
autonaliec sigrcl 4-21 1s loected b,24. fect south
of home signrl &1 end serves o8 the distont sig-
nel for thc cpproach of ¢ norithbonnd trein to the
interlocking plent. Signol 81 1s simaler to
signols 43 rnd 112 1n its arrengensnt znd 18
locrted on the ¢ st sidce of irack 4 ¢t & point
728 fest south of the center of the double-slip
switch on waich the sceident occurred, the indlea-
tion displayed from the top disk of thiv signal
governs movements through the interlocking plent
on trock 4 o8 for os the next signnl, north of
the point where the cccident occurrecd.

Northbound sigrnel 81 and soonthbound sig-
nal 112 zrc machrnically locked so that both can
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not be rcverscd. A test mrde cfter the ceeidunt
indieated thrt with the route lined for = movement
from trrck 5 across treoclks 4, 3 cnd 2 to track 1
and with saignal 112 in the clcsr position, 1t
wonld trke one minute and soven scconds cftor
rlacing signel 112 at stop to change the routs for
o stroight movement northbound on trrck 4 ond clcar
sigrel 81; of this time, B4 scconds vere recuared
for the oper-tion of the time rcleisce. A similar
cheek with conditions rev.rscd shoied thot 1t
wonld tike 1 minute and £ scconds Lo place signel
8l i1n the stop position wnd clezcr sign~l 115, the
tie relucs: consuming 5b swconds of this timc.

It furthor appeered that the trock cir-
cuit arrangement is such that os scon as ¢ north-
bound trcin on track 4 hed prssced signel 81 1t
automaticnlly holds signal 112 in the stop posi-
tion, while &s soon a8 ¢ gouthbound tr-in hcs
pesscd signal 112 1t cutomatier1ly holds signal
81 in thc stop position.

The veother wes clerr ot the taime of the
accldent, which occurrcd £t sbout 12.30 n. m.

Deseription

Sopthbound Illinois Centrel pocssenger
troin No. 653 consisted of four suburban conchcs,
211 of voodon conatruction, haoled by engine 1433,
and was in cherge of Ceonductor Benjemin rmnd Engine-
man Tobin. It lcft Randolph Strect st-tion ot
11.59 p. m., March 2nd, on timc, prssed signel 74
displaying o yellow indication and stopowd ~t
67th Strcet pletform at 12.28 a. m., March 3rd.
After a stop of cuount onc minute the trein de-
prrted, passcd sigrel 43, shich wrs displaying &
erution indiection, pessed signel 112, which ves
d1spl~ying ¢ otow indicstion, end vhile traveling
2t o spced vstim.ted to have been :bout 15 males
en hour collidecl with haehigen Centrel cxpress
troin X827 ot the Junction of trrcks 5 snd 4.

Northbound Michaigan Central sxpress
train X27 consisted of 11 ¢xyuress cars and 1
coach, hzulcd by cagine 8330, and vas in churge
of Conductor Beyles and Enginceman Chopmen. It
entered upon Illinois Central track 4 ot Koensing-
ton, about 6 miles south of the point of nccident,
at 12.18 a. m., passed signals 4-21 cnd 81, hoth
0f which -ere displaying clerr indicstions, rnd
collided with trairn No. 6563 vhile trevelaing ot
£ specd cestimrtcd to have been bstueen 15 and
20 miles an hour.
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Both e¢ngires were deruilcd to the cast
of track 4 aud eame to rest in on wpright posation,
locked together. The first corch in trrain No. 653
wrs proceticolly demolished vhile the sceond coach
ves brdly doemeged, Nono of the cars in train X27
was derriled cnd only two of them were slightly
damngod. The employees killed wwere the condue-
tor and firemecn of troin No. 653, and another
employeo not on duty ot the’ timoe vho wes riding
on trein No. 6B3.

Summery of evidence

Engircmen Toban, of Illinois Centrel
trein No. 653, snid signel 74 wes dasuvloying ©
ecoition indiection vhen his train poescd 1t and
thet aftter stepping ot 6%th Stroct choub one
minibe his train procecded, pussing signal 42
which ves nlso displeying o cealion indrzsation.
He saild th-t o8 his train appronched signal 112
his fircmen ealled "middle yellow® end that he
personclly scv the indicetion cnd it wes as
strted by the firemon., He sei1d he olso cbscerved
that the reils werc lincd for the crossover move-
ment towards track 1. The headlaght on his en-
girc wes burning braightly &nd he scid he scw the
opposing trocin in time to apply the 2ir brokes
cn his train before the imprct of the collision.
He forthcr st: ted that the woerther vos clear cnd
thot no difficulty was exporienced in obScrving
signcl indicctions.

Flegman Groth, of trerin NHo. 653, strted
thnt aftor lecving the platferm .t 67th Strect he
wes ridaing on the left side of the trnin ond vhen
about 10 cor-longths dastrnt from signal 112 he
observed thrt 211 three lights of thot signel
were disploying rcd or stop irdicrticns, nnd
thinking the tr-in ves going to gtop, he prepered
to g9 brck to nroteet the rear »f his train, but
while pessairg through the rerr cocch vhe collision
occurred. Mogmnon Groth thought the spead of his
troin ot the timo of the nccadent was cbout 15
milss an hour.

Tewernnn Nitschie, who wns on duty ain
67th Streast tower at the timo of the cccident,
gtated thot trowm No. 653 received cauntion ain-
dications at sipgrnels 74 and 43 rtnd & stop indicon-
fion ot signel 112. The route through the inter-
lecekang ploant hed been lined for the Michagen
Centrel exp.ess trzin on track 4 before train
No. 653 lcft the 67th Strect plotform ond thas
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roate hed not been changed. Observing thet trocin
No. 653 wes running ¢t o rather high rotc of speed
to stop =t signal 112, he watched the indicctor
and vhen thot train passed the signel in stop
position, he went to the telephone toc notify the
dispatecher of the acecident which he kneww.s cer-
tein to occur. Toverman Nitschic scid he had &
cleor view of saigncl 112 and wes positaive that
thet signol ws in stop position when pnssed by
train No. 653. To.srmen's Holper Cunninghom and
Signel ¥ intcincr Shea, vho wure £1so in the tower
et the time, corroborrted the tovermon's stote-
ments.

Travoling Bnginuer Rogerscn, of the
Illincis Centrel Roalrocd, sinted thot he arrived
tt the sccne of the secldent shcout one hoar after
1t geccorred. From his inspsction of tho conipment
he srid it appeorod thet the collision hed been
olmost head-on, oceurring on the frog as the
I1linols Centrel engine was strcightening cut on
treoek 4. He seid the trorler truck end the tunder
whecls of the Michigen Contrel engineg vere stand-
ing on troek 4 and were not heeded towerd trock 5.
Rocdmaster Dosmond, of the Illinois Central Rril-
rocd, 1aspectcd the track shortly after the acol-
dent ond said he found the switchos lined for
track 4.

General foremen of Signel Construction
Scott, of the T1llinois Centrel Roilroal, mado &
cereful examinc tion and test of the signal appoara-
tus of the 67th Strect intorlockaing plont after
the recident &nd found thot the signels were work-
ing pro/erly ond in psrfcet condition.

Engiremen Chapman, of Llichigen Central
troin X277, staotel thet he received cle-r indice-
tiors at £11 sigels offcr po.sing Kensington
anti1l he arrived ot the signnl just south of Grand
Crossing, epproximitely 1 milc soath of 67th
Street, whire o caution indicertion vas recoived.
Speed was rcduced to ebout 35 miles an hour end
28 he covld see ot thav tamo thet the saignels at
67th Strevt were set agrninst him he further re-
duced speed to about 15 miles an hour. The sig-
nels et the interlecking plent then chonged %o
ception cnd then cleered and specd was 1ncrecsed.
He conld sce £ll the signels at the interloecking
plent &nd obssrved thet the route was lined for
2 high-spe=d movement on trzck 4., He olso saw
the hcedlight of the Illinois Centrzl train but
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did not realize thot 1t wos moving ount on track 4
until it wos too late to stop hiz own train. He
s21d he did have time, however, to apply the zir
brekes wnd recduce the speed of his own lrain to
about 15 miles on howr before the ccllision oc-
curred. The stotements of the firenen end other
mambers of the ecrew of the Machigan Cenirel uroin
brought out no additional facts of imporiance.

Cornclusions

This nceident wes crused by the foilore
of Enginemen Tobin, of train Fo. 6B3, properly to
obsurve aond obey signocl indic~ticns.

Engl nemon Tobin steted that signel 112
ndiestued thot the route was linced for a movement
from track 5 to trock 1 end thet he also saw that
the reri1ls were lincd for scch & movement., A1l the
ovidence, howsvsr, was to the contrary; the flag-
man of his own trrin and threc men air thre tower
sanw the signel displeying & stop indicotion,
while the arrcngement of the interloczaing plant
wes such thot he cowld not poseibly have received
a c¢lear indicetion.

411 the employces irvelveod wore ex-
pericenced men, and &t the time of the accident
none of them had been on duty in violation cf any
of the provisicns of the hours of service low.

Respectfully submatted,

W. P. BORLAND

Director.



