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Bay 8, 1913
In re investisntison of acotdent on the Baliinmore
& Ohlo Raflroazd at Hoytville, Ohly, on
Rpril 4, 1913,

P el i T

On April 4, 1013, there wsa a derailment of g passenger
traln on the Balltlimore & Ohl> Rpllraasd gt Hoytville, Ohlo,
resulting in the death of 1 employee and 1 trespaseer, snd
the injury of 16 vamseengeras, 4 employees and 1 Srssoaseer.

After investigation of this ansident the Chiel Inspector
af Sefety Apnliances ro~orte ar followss

™he Chioapo Divicion of the Dpltivore & Chlo Hellroed
upaon which thia acoldent socurred, extends betwsen Chlespo
Junatin, Chile, and bHeutkt Thiesge, Illinois, a dilatenae of
258.7 sileg, % 1a operabed under the Block signal syetem,
snd vith the exscptizn f two sectlone of single treeck,
ageropeting 36 mlies in length, is g double traok line.
Betwecn Bouth Thicsps, I1lincieg, and Zgheock, Indlagna, a
gletovee of 24 mil=g, ~nd begwesn 3Sandley znd Haslar, &
distanes of 12 miles, sultvmebic blaoock pignals nre used;
the Balance of the divielcon ic operanted under the manusl

bloek system,

The der=iled itrsin war czstbound pacsenger traln No.
¢, hauled by eapine Mo. 7107 .2d conglsting of P stetl cars
placed in the follo iy sxdgr fron the engine haﬁki 1 vageae
gar, 2 coaches, 2 Pullmon rleeping ears. At the tlme of the
dgrnilpent the tr:in ~ar in chage of Conductor Allen and
Erginempn Xorat. ©On the ‘.o of She aseldent traln Ho, ©
left Chiecags, I3l., 1t- 2ni'' L vrrmingl, on time, gt 8145
Pe 8. 4% poased Daahlfrg ik, toe first statlon weskt of the
point of derzilment, 2% 11:17 pes., seven minutes late, and
vas dersiled By an cprn Terin voint gwiteh, abouf 300 feed
regt of Hoytville ztati.n, 5.7 wilsey eset of Deehler, st
11:26 p.x., =hen runnlse -ocut 00 miles per hour.

At Sthe fime of tire fco Lloent trsin FNe, 8 wee srocesding
eanteard on the we:tho. nd 9 -re, zgsaingt the ourrent of trafilec.
The open g:lteh wus tho - o% grltch of g eross-over belween
the twa trasocks. IU wan 4 “eziling peint ewitsh in the
dlreotion of trafific. e crvneover 1o a punber 10, and le
200 feet lang fHom tho swillceh pointd en one Srack to the
griteh polnta on the otler, Jhe englne left the ralle gbcut
15 feet enst of the Zro;- —aint in the weetbound Srack and
rah aersss the sasthorr? 1onck Lnto the station bulldling
gomlng to reet wish Lte hood end toward the tra 0O fect
frop whers 1% left the rills. The statlon bullding was

somplotaly wreoked, The snnlne tender wuz turned cowpletely
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around sn? rested on 1%tz side Juet waet of the hend end

of the englna. The bazgages oar wae torn from 1%s trucks,
Wt remelned upright, lying acroeqs both $recks in front of
the etation, The firast conch rested on ita side parallel
with the asetnound traci, about 30 fest to the aouth, The
sgaond doanch was torn from 1tas Sruoks, but remalned upright,
24%h 1%z head end about tan feot sautﬁ af the sasthound
traok and ite rear end on the rosdbed., The first Pullman
clesper wae deralled, but remained upright on the rosdbed,
pnd only the forward truaks of the lest Pullmon aleeper wers
depailed., The forward engine trusks becsme dotonhsd from
the engine, but remslned on the ralle and sontinued along
the sagtbound track for a Alefsnes of 1-3/4 miles from the
nleon of the nocident, whire they were found by s relief
traln golng to the wracok.

For & esnslderable dlstance in Goth dlrectiong from the
noint of derailment The traeck la strzlight and level. It ig
lald vith 85 pound aterl Salls 33 fest long, on 2nk tias,

18 %les %0 the r«il. Hook bBallsst la used, and the tprack is
in good eundition.

on the night of the derallioent sn eastbound frelght
tyrsin, in aharee of Lonductor Uornwsll gnd £ngineman Louby,
shile doing ewitching st Peshler, broks sn empty Flat osr &0
thet 1t bDlocksd the casthound szin track, and damaged an
st jolning asr loeded -wi%h plling aso that 13 aould? not oe
hgndled in olsaring the track, ant 1% beeone necesasry o
take the damaged aar So Hoytwille to gef rid of 1t, Conduator
Jopnwall, Tnyineasn Laeuby, and Head Swrakeman Znlth procesded
to Hoytville ith the damaged aar, leaving Plagmsn Davis at
e shlgr %o protect the trein. Upon aprival at Hoytville the
engineg and dsmapged omnr wss baoked through the oronssver anto
the westbound tiaok and by geahs of & shein the far was
plaoed gn a g-ur gwiteh leadling off from the eagtbound track
gboult I0C feat ensgs of the wert crossover gwitoh., Alter
dipponing of the sar the engina bgaked up over the orosasover
aeiteh and Brakeman 9mith opemed it to permlt the englne to
run through oato the eastbound topok, while the sonductor
openad the ewltch 4t the esat and of the erpguover, Aftey
preaing through the west orosgover gwiteh Englnomsn Lauby
stopred his engine between the orossover meitohesp snd walted
tor irakeman #sith to close the ewitoh. Hpakeman Smith sald
that he closed the e=iteh and locked 1%, and Condustor Jarnwall,
wha wae abanding nosr %he eaet gwiteh anid that ha wae
wptohing the bYrikeman and saw Rim go through the motiona of
eloaing the switch, dut could not gay for sure that 1% was
olosed, an there was no light on 1% to indieete ita Eﬁﬁiﬁinn-
The englne estaood betwean the arossever gvitohes untlil Srakessn

SmAth paseed around on the fireman's elde and gave a nrossed
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pignal from the head end, It then proceeded cuf onto She
sastbound track. dJdondustor Cornwall then went inta the
telagraph office and informed the operator that the zsst-
bound trgok was olear, after which the englne backed wup to
Deshler on the eastbound track, Condustor Gornwall and
Brakeman Swith riding on the resr end of the tender. It

wae bout 113106 p. m. whan tha engine started %o back from
Hoytville to Deshler. When about two miles from Deghler 1€
met train No. 8 golng east on the westbound track, At having
been necegaary to run train Ro, 6 against the current of
troffio becsuse of the eartbound %rack at Deshler beling
bloocked, Train No. 6 had an order to use waatbound track
frog Deshler to Gelates, a etatlon 7.2 willea east of Hoytville,
The reason for orossing this traln back to the eastbound track
2% Onlatea instead of hoytville wap that the ersssover
switchea at Uslatea are sontrolled from sn interlocking plant,
whigh would permit the trazin to orcas ovaer withouts stopning,
#hile the orossover awitches st Hoytville sre Mand thrown,
Imnedliately sfter the accldent Conduator Allen and Flagman
Bullen of Traln No., & exasined the weat oruesover swisch,

gnhd found it locksd in the open posision. Az BErakenan Snith
of the extra train wnes the last persen who hendlad the switch
previoua to the aozident, 1t ig evident that he failed to
alose 1% after his engine passed through.

This ageldent dlpolosed a very uneafe operating condition
on $his divislon of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, through
fallure %o provide lichte on tralling point switohea. The
dgnger lnherent iln tlils practlios la enlisnhoed by reaeon of
the faot That 1t is = comwon ocourrense o MUn passenger and
faat fraight tr.ine agzsinst the ourrent of traffie. “Where
tralng e se run the Ltrsiling zitches have their pointe
Tealing an approsohing frsin, .no Yeiang without lighte to
indioete thelr position at nirht, an enginemsn ®ay run ingo
an open gwitoh at hich s eed without the slightest warning,

aw in thls aase.

Hed the oroasover awitches a¥% Hoytville besn eguipped
with lighta 1% is nat at all probable that this acoident
would have oeeurred. i 2 there been a light on the awiteh
1% 18 exSremsly unlikely Shut iU would have been left open
in the Tirs% plece, as ooth Conduotor Jornwall and Enginemran
Laudby, ®ho hed Shelr attentiisn directed to the switeh while
wslting for Brakeman =mith to oloss xF would have no%ed the
trekeman's mistake ane oorrected it, ﬁuﬁ even had all the
membere of thils arew {-lled %o note the mistake, the pred
Light on the switch could orouably hove Deen pésn by tha
snginenen on traln Ho., 8 s sufficlent distznoe aeny to have
enabled him %o oring hla Yrain %0 s stop hafare Peaching 1%,
There wae alro the aprrotor in the etalion, only sbout 300
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fect away from the gwitcoh, and with an uncbetrusted view
cf 1%, who #ald he wee watolilng Traln Ho, 8 apprusching
and if there hed been ¢ light on the gwitch he w»ould hgve
notlasd 1%,

The practise of falling %o provide lighte on tralling
ewitehog iz not uniformly followed on this divielsn, ne
upon investipgstion it wae found that on thet part of the
rosd lying within the Steate of Indiang all switehse have
lighta, while on that part of the rosd lying within the
Ctnte of Ohlo qulte s number of the ¢ratling swifches outelde
of interlocking plants sre without lighta., No good pesson
onn be aselgned far thias lack of uniforgity in prestice.

If lighta on %ralling awitohse are not needed, thers would
spon So be no ocesnsion for ueing thew on sertainhortions of
the line and nst on others, and if they are needed a proner
regorprd for safety regquires thelr uee on all portlons of the
line,

Brakomsn 3pith entered the sarvice of the Beltimore %
Chio Rallrosd ae a brakeman on Pebrusry 13, 1913, lsea than
two monthe before this asccident. Previme %o that, for
rbout 8 montha, he had besnh employed in the signal depaprtient
of the rond, werking on interlooking plante, He hed made but
thiree trins over this poption of the Chiocage Mvision previcus
to the trin he wng swking on the dste of the accldent.

Enginemun Lauby had had but two monthe experlasnce as !
an enpinswman, but had had about soven years exoperlenca ae
n fireman.

Conductoyr Cornwall had had three yearas experience ng
& oconduator, snd geven years previoup experlence as »
brekemon.

No employse invalved in this aceident wes working in
violation of any of the provisions of the hours of service
18}5-




