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INTERESTATE COITIERCE COITIISSION

REZPORT CF THE DIRECTOR OF THC BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE IWNVESTI-
CGATION CF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE PENUSYLV.INIA
RATLROAD NEAR MaRSH RUIT, PA., ON MuiRCH 16, 1928.

April 11, 190Z8.
To the Comaigeion:

On Larch 16, 1928, theore was 2 conpound collision,
in which throc freicht trains and one passcnger traln
vere iavolved, on tho Pennsylvania Rallroad ncar Liarsh
Run, Pn., rcoulting in the dnath of 1 euployce and the
injury of 17 passecngers and 4 criployecs.

Location and licthod of Operataion

This zccidont occurrcd on that part of the Phila-
delphia Davision known as the Yorlz Iaven LLno, which
extends betuccn Wago Juretion and DY Block Staticn, near
Hoerrisburg, Po., a distonce of 19,1 ridiles. In the
vieinity of tlie point of accident thisg is a four-track
line, tho troacks being numborsd frown north to south 4,
3, 2, and 1. Tracks 4 anrd 3 are desipnated s tho
wvestbound and tne custbound freight tracks, rceapectively,
while trec'ts 2 and 1 are the wvesthound and esstoound
passenger tracks, respectively. ioverients of treoains over
tle Irﬂlbht tracks are controlled by tlre~table, train
orcders cnd a 1zanual block-signel systen, while on the
pacsonser trocks train movenents arc controlled by
tirie-table, train crders, aand sutcriatic block-signals
supploiented by a syster of ocutonatie troin control.

Tiic prinery collision cceurrcd on btracik £ at a point
2,260 rcct west of Marsh Run stoticn) approaching this
point from the cast the track is tongent for a distance
of 3,865 foot, followed by o 1%40' curve to the richt
4,365 feeot 1a 1043tﬂ, ir ¢ accident cccurring cn this
curve ot a point 1,535 fect Trair ite casteru end. The
grace at tho pOLwt of' nceczdent is practically level, and
the view woos 0o,

The weatiier was cleor at tl.e tirec ol the accidont
which oceourrcd at about 8:12 o. e

Degecraiption

Westhound frelgi t train Jo. P-2 running on track 4,
consisted of 76 cars ond o cowoonse, houled by engines
5098 and 1498, and was in c,:loe of Conductcr Rote arcl
Enginernion Everhart and Shoirer, This train pasced Cly,
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the last open office, 7.8 nilles cust of liarsh Run, ot
7:50 e e, under a perniscive sigrnal indicaticn, and
shortly after passzing Marsh hvn, wvhilce drafting at a
spcacd of 10 cor 15 milec per hour, it was broucht to a
step duc to the perting of the troin botweon the 50th

end Slsl c¢ars. Shortly after the train had been brought
t2 a stop 1T vas shtruck by wvestbound freclght train second
I‘IO - T.H:"l .

Westbound freight troin sccond No. TH-1l, a2lso running
on track 4, consisted of 32 cars and a caboose, houled
by engine 120, and waa in charge of Conducteor Davidson
ancd Enginzian Siirmers. This train pasced Cly at 7:59
Qe 1la, under a porrassive signnl indiecation, and colllced
with trzin Noe P=-9 while treveling ot o speed varicusly
cebtinnted to have been from 25 to 80 niles per Lour.

Eagtbound froi-hit troin No. P=2-12-14, running on
traclt 3, conclated of 69 care and o cabocse, kauled by
engine 4626, rad wea irn charpe of Coaductor Terly and
nginewan Diftenderfer. This troin pasced G 3lock
Station, 6.7 nileg voot of Iersh Run, at 8:01 n, 1.., and
tag sidc swiped by thie wreceliage of trains Nica. P=9 and
second Nec., TH-1 while travcllng at o specd of apprecxlnately
30 miles per hour.

Fastbound passcnger trein No. €92, rurning on track 1,
consisted ol one cobination nmall ancd cxoress car and two
coachcs, hoauled by ennine 3333, and was in charge cf Con-
ductor Reichard and vnglncian Norrisg, Tris troin posced
J. Bloek Station, 5.5 milec viest of liarsh Run, at 8:05
9e Te, ond collided with the wrceckege of troin No. P=2-12-14
while traveling at o speed cstinated to have beon betweon
30 and 35 11lles per lour.

Tho eabocge oand the four rear ccrs in ftraln No. P=9
were destroyeds. Enine 120, of treoin gccond Ne, TE-IL,
wns derailed to tlhe riﬂh* tnG cwie to rest on its right
g1de opainst the eoron nlrieat while three ears in its train
were budly de taged ‘Ic vyroczae fro.. thls aceldent
fouled track 3 anu rosulted in 2light Coonge to the 2&nd
to B7th coares, inclusive, in troin Nu, P=2- l =14, whilc
the 28th to the 39th cors, incluslve, wers Corailud and
riorc or leges dancgred. Tae vreclage from train o,
P=2=12~14 Ifouled tracke 2 and 1 and was struc’t by troin
Noce 9923 the onginc, 1ts tender, the Iirst car ard the
Fforwerd truck ol the sceond car in that train wore Jo=-
reilec, the onginc coan; to rest on 1ts risht side south
of and accrly parullel witli track 1; the tender ond the
first cor verc partly overturncd. The wroclane caught
fire Liv-edrately after tuc cccident, resalting in .i0rc or
less danmage to uquiplont. The onnloyeco willed was the
fircrian of train sccond No. TH=]
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Swnhery of Iividenco

Enginer an Everhart, of the lcading onglne of train
Tos P=9, stated that hils troin entered ihe bloele at Cly
under a perrissive signal indicalbion and procccedced to
liareh Run at a sncod of 15 or 20 :iiiles per hour, the
gpecd beinag gradually reduced beyon? that point for tho
recson that he had shut off stem: in order to incrocacc
thoe steoii pressurc. When the speced had been reduced to
8 or 10 niles per heour he noticed the air gruge drop fron
70 to 50 pounds prossurc, vhich rcesulted in branging his
troin to & gsicp. He did not know ot that tue that has
trein had brclken In tvo, nor did l.e feel oy glock at
the tirc of the cellisioca, but upon locking back he sau
Tlay.es, eond reolizing that sorethling wos vrong he sont
bhig rlircrian bacl to the rear aad then procurced a flog and
vent Jlorwerd to stop appreachinr troefne. Enginetion Lver-
hoart sald that vhon hig tr in c.riec te ¢ stop tho cast-
bound frei ht troin on traecls 3 wed nagsed his congine, and
that he dud not sce train Je. 9292 at rny tinc.

The stateorients of TI'irorian Kouffrnan, of the leacinz
ongine, and Intincran Shalfcr and Fireci.an Uleau, of the
sccond cnzine ol train No., P-9, practically corrcborated
those of Enpincuion Lverhart as to the rovenient of tlic
train betwecon Cly and the peolat of sccident. Inglncenan
Shaffer added that voth tlhie cactbouad freight traln and
the casthound passcnger train passced at about tlic saic
tiwe, the passgscenrcer troian being cppogite the cabocose cof
the freight traing this wvas just befcre his cum train
caric to a4 stop.

Conductor Rote, of train Ho. P=9, gtated that wvhen
his train cmic to 2 step the [lagian started boecel:
imwealately, nd on geteing of & of the hord ond of the
cabocosc the concuctor savy the fellowving trein just ceost
of the station at Marsh Run, and he ronarked to the 1idllc
brakcrion thot 1f it was on their trecelz an accident wos
roing to ocecur., He continued to wateh it and noticed
that steal was not shut off until thc en;ince wes approxi-
nately eisht car-lor _ths frol kils cabogse, He alsc heard
a whistlec sicnal for bralies, scunled fron the ongzine of
the castoound freishit troin on tracls 3 when the engaince of
that train pagoed the flumuon. He dad net Imew whether
the flagm.an threyw off a fusce beforc the train stopped.
Conductor Rote further sitated that e dad net lmow vhat
couged has troin to cowe to a gtop, and he was of the
opinion that an attvelnpt wos nade to gtart it again ond
that 12t weos at thls tie that the train broke in tio at
the point wherc a broker couplcr, Cuc to o flow, was
aftervards found.

Flagaan Shuanlz, of train No., r-=9, statoed tinat when his
troin pagsed Iiargh Run 1t woas traveling o6 o gpeed of
abcut 20 riiles per lour, but aftor passing thoat point the
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apeed was rcduced sorewhat and shortly afterwards he felt
a lurch of the train as thougl. the slack lLad run In end
he threow off a lighted fusce at o peint about clght cr
nine car-lengths ecst of a road crocsing located jJust cast
¢l vhere the accident aftervards occurrcd. Ile said that the
trein continucd to reduce speccd and that he zot off the
caboose just cast of thoe croscing, beforce the train cane
tc a corplete stop; he then heord the reor of an approaching
troin and started beek os gquickly asg possible, passced
the fusce, wirich wes still burning, and rcachced a polint
about 15 or 20 car-Jlecnrths Irorm his cabocose when the
following troin eniie into vicw, about 20 car-lengths dis-
tent. He continued to go back, vaving his flag, until the
onsine of tne approucnin train wos only thrco or four
cur-lcnbthu Cracr Ldng, thien he stepped off the track
inLo a ultel on the cnginenants side, vsithout having tiro
In whick to put dovn torpedocs. As tre cngine pasced
hir, without l.iz ctop slgnals having hecen cknowlcdgod,
hc noted thct the cub wineow was closod and e said he
Aid not sec the encine in. llagnnn Shwnlt ¢xprospced the
coninion that stecal wag not shut olf, nor the bralkcs ap-
nlicd, prior to the accilcnt, whiich oceurrcd whille the
train vas trovellns at o specd of sbout 40 111lcs per nour.

Braka .an Sincer, of trnin Neo. P=9, vho had beon
riding in the cobcose, said the [lagian got off before the
train cce to a full stow. Shortly after it bhad stopped
Brhke..an Siaper ~ot ofiy and then notiezd the flagian about
12 or 16 car—lunuth frc.r the cabecosc and etlll running,

costvard. When croin sccond Xo. 117=1 was waithin abouat
four coar-lens ths of hic caboose Le sawv the engine:an of
tliot trein with his hands over hls ho yad, apparently for
the parposce of protoction. Braltorien Singcer cstii.ated the
spcaed of trein sccomd To., TH=1 at Lfromm 30 to 40 rniiles per
heur ot the tloie of the accicdent, and was of the opinion
that the con_inec wvas gvlll working stceaul vhen the accident
occurrcd.

Conductor Devicson, of train sccoard Ne. TiH-1, stated

that crra vwere sct out ond picked un ot various points
en route, but thet roeper oir-brelic test wos qmc cach
tiiie alter the trein Lod Docen rececoupnled, Fo rode on the
ensine froq Colwibir te Shoelks Plug, Lbhe latter bein;, the
last stopyuing polnt Hrior to thic ccecurrcnce of the ancel=-
dent, and he said that vhen approacain” Shocks Plus two
torpedeoes were cncountered and the train was olso fl o5e
by the flaman of train Jo. 7=9, which signalc wverce ucknow—
lecdied by his censiaciran; Con luctor Davidsgon then returncd
to tlie cnboose. Ho cbscorved that nxs troain catered the
block at Cly under a pemilssive sijaal and csiicted the

cd Detueen that point and the polint of accideont ot about
25 DllOE por hour, vhile the brckes vvorse uccd ot one point,
a ghort distance casct of ¥Marsh Run, Ifor the purposc cf rc-
ducing spocd on a carve. After passing Iarsn Run station
he fclt am crisrpency appalication of the brekes, follcwed
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by the iipact of the collision after the train had noved
an adlitional dastance cf only two car-lengths. Conductor
Davidson further stoted that Quring the tlhie he was in

tl.e presence of the enginenan and fireran of his train
pricr to the accilent thoy appecarcd to be normml in every
rcapect and that therc had becn ncthing in conncection rith
the handling of the train that vould hnve indicated other-
wisc. After the occurrcnce of the accident he inguired
of the englnceman and firci.an ag te ites cause, but the
engincernian fatled to anower his guestion whilce the fira.an,
atill conscicusg, replicd that he J1d not know. AT the
tirie of this investimation the conaitlion orf En-inenmon
STiv.ers was such that he could not be Intervicwed.

Tr.e stoatonents of Brakc'en Canpbell and Sirnon sub-
stantiated thosc of Confuctor Davidson zs to the brakes
being applied in crergencey Just prior te the accident,
and. thoy estiiated the specd of their train betweoen Cly
and the peint of acellent to Lieve beon Lietweon 25 ond 30
ilecs por hour. Dbraleron Sinon acled that after the ccea-
dont he noticed a burnins fusec about five pclo-longthe
cost of the point vhore the cnzine of his train core to
rcesta

Enzinciian Diffonderfer, of castbound treoin Fo,
P-2-12-14, stated that his treoin was 1wving ot o specd
of 256 to 28 riles per hour arcound the curve on whiclh the
accident occurred whon tle firernian shouted to hin to
gound the whistle but beforce he could do so Lthe firc.oan
grobbed the vhistle cord and sl nalled for brekes, the
accident occuryring shortly aftervords.

Fire.ion Bickle, of train No. P=2-12-14, stcted that
when his train passed the cabocge cf train No, P=9 thot
trein wes gtill 1oving, slowly vwhile hls own train wag
traveling at a specd of 25 or 30 niles per hour. About
15 cr 20 seconls loter he observed another frain approach-
ing on track 4, about 25 or 30 cer-~longsths distant, nov-

15 at o sneed of probebly 30 .iles per Lhicur and ¢till
vorking stean. lic Duediately looked back and saw a
burning fusec and elso the flamien of trein No. P-2 a
short distance cast of the rfusce, runnins towards the
enproaching traias end veving his [lag. Realizing that
o collislion wes Irmilnent ne called to the cuginenon to
sound the whistla, but beforc the cnginenon had tine to
cet he erossod over wnd ¢id so hincclf. He sald hiec did
not sce any one 1in tiic cnzine cab of train acconl No.
TH=1 aa it passced, belng on the congrinecnan's side of his
own cngine at the tiiwce,.

Enginerian Norris, of trair lc. 992, stated that his
train was runnin-g about 30 or 35 niles per hour on cloar
girnal Indications ag i1t rounded the curve approaching
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Marsh Run when his farcion notificed hin that a box car
had rolled acrogs traclt 1 frown the train om track 3; he
did not sec 1t hinsclf, cn account of his position on
the outgide of the curve, but at once applied the brakes
in ecliergency, his train colliding with the wreckage
Immediately afterwards.

Fireman Rerbold, of train No. 992, stated thal he was .
riding on hils seat box looking ahead and shortly after
his engine had passed the cabocse of the Ttrain on ftrack 3
he heard the brakes spply on tnat train and at about the
same time noticed some cars lying on track 1 zbout filve
car-lengths distant, or as soon as they came 1nto view
around the curve; he irmediately Informed the engineman
to that effect and the latter applied the alr brokes in
OTergoency.

The statements of members of the train crews of
trains Nos. P=2-12-14 ond 992 brought out no additional
factes of importance,

Bralkewan Wintermycr, ofl duty at the time of the
accident, was In the yvard at hia home nezr liersh Run
station when Llhe accident cccurred. He stated that ho
saw troin No. P-9 pass =nd about two or tlirco minutes
later he noliced rnother trcin approaching on traclk 4
2t o rap>d rete ol specd. He then looked westward and
observed Lroin Wo. P=9, which he thought hed coume to
4 gtop, and at onece rgalized tnat an accldent wasg un-
avoidable. After the occurrcnce of the accident Engine-
men Sumers and Piremen Williecms, of second No. TE-1,
were brought to his hore ond given first-ald trecatment,
during which tume the cnpgineman volunterily oxoaecrated
the flagman of train No. P=9, saying thot the cnginemon
of the train on track 3 had whistled for brakes cnd that
he then saw the Ilegmon; Engineman Simrers did not thanl

lie flagman wag at fault. Brokemen Wintermyer algo gquoted
Engincmon Siimers as saying thet he mode no ottempt to
stop ocnd did not chut off stcom or apply the brakes as
he considorecd it wng thoen too late, but that he did tell
the fireman to jump cad also took hold of him with the
Intention of pushing him off the enginc. Brekemun Winter-
myer estiunted the snecd of Lroin scecond No, TH=1 at ©0
nilee per hour at the time 1t passcd his home, with the
cngine working stcom.

Operator Long, on duty at Cly at the time of tho .
accident, verified the block record as to thie tinecs at
which trains No. P=2 and sccond Ti-1 passed that point.
He stated that both tr.insg cntercd the block under per-
missive signel indicatlons, vhich statement was corrobor-
ated by Signal ilaintaincr Huston.

Road Foreman of Engincs Humblo stated that he made
on inspection of englne 120 at the scene of the accldent
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and found the throvtle cleosed, the brake valve In the
omecrgency position and ithe roverse lover, which wag of
the semw type, in the reverse position.

Conclusions

This acecident wrs causcd by the failure of Ingsinonan
Sirmers, of train gccond No., TH-1, to ogerate his train
under proper control after entering e ploek under o per-
mig=ive cignel indlcoation.

Under the rules governing movements on trock 4, it
18 provided thiet o train other than a passcnger train nay
be permiitted to fellow a troin othor thon o passonger
trein Into a bloex under o pormissive s2.gnal indication,
It ise alsgo provided that vhen such o movement 2s made the
following train imct procccd with ceution and be prepored
to stop short of o train or obstruction. In oddition to
these rules governing the operation of train sccond No.
TH~1, thc investigetion indlcated Lhat [lagmcn Shunk throw
of a fusce vhen traln Mo, P=9, roduced specod just cast of
Marsh Bun station, and that vhen hisg troedin had come !
proctreally to ¢ stop necor the road crossing this flagman
get off and started bacl: as guvickly as »nossable, and that
hc rcached a peint apoproximately 14 car-icngths cast of
the crosgsing; this flagnon, whe could have pconh socn by
Enginemen Sinrcrs a distaence of ebout 1,800 foct, con-
tinucd to give gtop signels antil the oagine of trein
gcecond Nc. Ti=1 prsced him still rorking stowma and without
aclmowledging the stop gignuls. It further nppearcd thotb
an cmolgency whistle signal to stop was sounded oy the
fircman of the crstbound troin on track 3 and thig also
should have cnablced Engineman Sumers to toke some action
tovard rcducing the specd of has trscin to o considorable
cxtent, Notwithsastonding the rcquirements of the rales,
ancl tho visible and sudiblie cignale to ctop vhich the
cevidence indicatcs wore given, 1t oppears thet Enzincmon
Sirmers was operating hiis train at o cormarstively high
rate of spced aad thet he mode procticolly no ceffort to
bring 1t to a atop: as © matter of fact, Brokeman Wintcer-
myer quoted Englioran Shimers as saying that he did not
try to stop, although thia lattor etatorent 1s not In
line with the staterients of the rocd forceman of engines
that after the occurrcnce cof the accldent he found the
throttle closed, ithe hrike valve in the cmergoney posl-
tion, and thdicary reverge gear in the reversc position.
In vieog of a1l the evidence, however, Enginerian Sirmers
clearly is responcible itor the occurrence of the accildont,
although the reason for his Tailure to operate under
proper control In the occupiesd bloack and to briag his
troin to o stop in time to avert thz aeccident could not
be agcertaoined.

Therc wag ne possible way of preventing the accldents
involving the other twe trains; troin P=2-12-14 wos passing
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on track 3 at the time, while train No. 922 had passed
the caboose of train No. P-2~12-14, and apparently was
wlthin a very short distance of the wroeckage from that
train when it was throwm across tracks £ and 1.

Had an adequate train stop or train control device

been in use on track 4 this acecident would not have
accurrcd.

The employeccs involved worce experienced men, and at
the time of the accident none of them had been on duty
in viclation of any of the provisions of the hours of
gervice law.
Respectfully subriatted,
W. P. BORLAND,

Director.



