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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMIIISSION

REPORT OF TEE DIRECTOR OF TYE BURTAU CF SAFITY IV RE
INVTSTIGATION CF AW ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED OF THE
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD NTAR WOOSUNG, Ill., ON
JAVUARY 23, 19%0.

March 12, 1930

To the Comrission:

On January 23, 1830, there wes a head-end col-
lision betreen a passenger train and a freight train
on the Illinoils Central Railroad nezr Woosung, I11.,
resultiny in the death of 1 employee, and the injury
of 12 rassengers, 2 maill clerks, and 4 employees.
This accidernt wrs 1nvestigated in conjunciion with a
representative of the Illinois Commerce CommisSslon,

Locat-on and method of omerstion
Thig accivent occurred cn the Amboy District

of the Wisconsin Divisicn, extending between Freeport
and Clinton, Ill., a distance of 161.8 miles, 1n the

vicinity of the point of accicent this 1s a single-track

line over ' hich trains are operated bv time-taple and
train orders, no block-signal svstem beias 1n use.

Tne accident oncurred 2t a point enproximetely 720 feet
scuth of the sovth switch of the pessing track at
Wocsung; tre nassing treck 1s 4,304 feet in lengt

eand prrallelse the main track oa the west. Approaciing
the point of accident from the south the track 1s
tangent for mcre tnen 2 miles, follomed pv a 1° curve
to the rignt 3,350 feet in len7th, the accident occur-
ring on tinlg curve al a point epproximately 2,310 feet
from 1ts scuthern er:, azporoaching from the north the
track 1s tangent for more than 1 mile, followed by the
curve on wnich lhe accident occurred. The grade for
northbound treins at the point of accident 1s 0.3 per
cent asceading. i

A viev of the point of collision could be had
from the engine cabs of *ae opposing trains, across the
1ns1de of the curve, for a distance of aboul 3/4 mile.
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The veather was ¢lear at the tire of the .
accident, which occuvred et & tTime variouslv estimated
to have heen between 7.53 and 7.58 a.m.

Description

8outhbound passenger train No. 129 censisted of
one me1l and baggage car, one bagzlage and exXpress Ccar
and one coach, 1n the order nared, all of steel con-
struction, hauled by engine 1043, ard was 1n charge of
Condvector Qurran and Eagineman Edwards. While passing
Erst Junction, 27.5 miles north of Woosung, at 7.05
a.m., according to the trein sheet, two minutes leote,
a copy of train order NWo. 20, Form 19, was Treceived,
reading as follows:

"Me 129 Eng 1043 Wait at Woosung until
7.85 am for First 178 Eng 2901V,

Train No. 129 left Polo, the last open office, 6.1
miles north of Woosung, at 7.45 a.m., seven minutes
late, and on arrival at Woosung a stop was made 1in
order to teke aboard one passenger, the depot being
located near “he north switch of the passing track.
Train No. 129 departed frcw the depot at about 7.56
2.m., accoriinT to Conductor Curran, nine minutes late,
passed tne south switch, and collided with train first
No. 178 vhils trevelin~ nt a speed estimated to have
been about 30 miles per hour.

Forthbound fre- -ht train first To. 178, at the
time of the accidern', consisted of 3% cars and &
caboose, hauvled by engine 2901, and was 1in charge of
Conauctor Doanclly and Ergineman Derwent. At Amboy,
19.1 miles south of Woesung, e cowy of trein order
Fe. 20, Torm 19, previously quoted, wes Tecelved.
Train first No. 178 left Ambov at 8.15 a.,m., according
to the train sreet, left Dixon, the last open coifice,
7.4 miles south of Woosune, at 7.24 a.m., accordin
tc the trzian sheet, and was approaching Woosuang when
1t collided with train No. 129 while travelinz at a
speed estimated to have been between 6 and 8 miles
per hour,

Botn enfines were locked togetner and con-
siderably dama~ed, but rTemained upright; the tender of
engine 104% gnd the first car in the passenger train
were dersiled, the car coring to rest in line with and

cn the roedbed, leanin. to the east. The fourin car
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1n the freight train ceme tc Test on top of the gon-
dola car ahead of 1t. The employvee killed wes the
engineman of train Fo. 129, while the cmployees 1n-
Jured were the conductor, bazregemen, and flagman of
that train, and a sigmnal wainteiner riding thereon.

Summary cf eviaence

Fireren Erinz, of train Mo, 129, stated that he
was thoroughly familiar vith the contents of train
order No. 20. At a point about 1} wmiles north of
Woosung they were flagged on account of a bad joint
and the train was orouzht tco a full ston, the train
then proceeded over the bad spet at a sneed of about
10 miles per hour, and the fireman segi1d that on leaving
that point he Jooked at his watch and 1t was then 7.52
a.m. A stop wae mage at *he pagseansger platforu et
Woosung, loag enough to teke ahoard one pessenger and
the mail, Conductor Curran rave a vrceceed signal, and
the train departed. Firemon Ewing put 1n a fire,
then got up and cvened the side window, estimating
the speed of his train to have been sbout 30 miles
per hour on passing the south switch. When the engine
was past the switch, Fireman Twing caw train first
No. 178 across the inside of the curve, about 1,000
feet distant, shouted a warning of danger and Ingineman
Edwvards applied the air brckes i1n emergency, tne
fireman jurping i1waediately before the colligslon occurrec
Fireman Ewing steted that when his train came to a
stop as a result of the collision, e was at tnc north
end of the first car, he mgot up as guickly as possible
after falling, &nd on locking at his watch 1%t was
7.57.40 a.m. He di1d rot think that he could ncove seen
the opposing freight train env soonsr, because of the
fect that his side w.ndow had been closed, 1t being
very cold, severel degrees below zero, and there being
a 1little steam ana smoke coming frc- his own entine,
rhich seemned to lift after ~etting over the switcn,

Conductor Curraa, of train No. 128, stated that
he compared his watch at the dispetcher'!s office at
6.40 a.m. the morninzg of the acrident, and that at
6.52 a.m. he compared time wita Enzineman Edwards,
therec being only three seconds difference between
nis own watch anag the engineman's. Conducter Curran
also stated tnat 1% =as 7.52 a.m. vhea his train passed
over the point north of Woosung vhere a rail was
broken at a joint. The train nert stopned at Woosung,
and when 1t vas rezdvy to depert, (onductor Curran re-
markad to Flaguan Rowend that their time was up and
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that train first Mo. 178 did not make 1t, his -atch

then reading 7.55.50, ana &t tnis time he gave @ nroceed
si1ignal and tre trein dermarted., Conductor Curran vas
collecting the fare from the passenger who just boarded
the train when he felt the @ir brekes apply, aboui the
time the trein wes ~oing over the south switch, ot which
time tre speed was about 45 miles per hour., Conductor
Curran placed the time of the collision as about 7.38
e.m. and said thet ne did not give trein Tirst No.

178 a thoucht after demarting from the platiorm ot
Wocosung. He also stated that a= s rule the same order
15 1ssued everv dav. Stotements of Flagman Rowend
developed nothin- additionel of i1mportance.

Enginerman Derment, of trawn first No., 178, stated
that 1t was 7.523 &.m. when he approwched the mile
board et Woosunn, thet he saw tresin Vo. 129 when nis
own trein wes 2bout nne-helf mile snuth of the scvuth
switch, moving ' - speed of about 20 miles per Lovr,
and ne made an esir-brcke apmnlicetion 1in vreperation for
the stop 1n order to head in 2% the south switch. He
ratched $tein ¥o. 128 ae 1t algso emoroached the switch
fro. the opnocsite direction sae at first rhere ves no
guestion in alg own mind but 7omet thet troin vwould be
brought to a stop on the main track, clear of th
switcn., On definitely realizinc tnat 1t wes not going
to stop, nowever, Tngineman Derwent applied the air
brakes 1n emermency, sounded %tae whigtle, 2nd jJumped
rhew the enrianes were goout si1x or eirht car-lencths
gpeTt. Eicinemen Dervent further stated thet bhefore
cgepartinz from Clinvon, 133.4 miles south of Woosungs,
he had compered his watch wit: the clock at the Tound-
kouse and therc tas no differeace 1n time of any conse-
guence, that he wes thorouchlw fam:liecr wit: the con-
tents of *rein order No. 20 end that as nis train left
Dixon at 7.30 a.w., he fipgvred he had 35 ninutes 1in
which to zo to Woosung for train No. 1289, not alloving
for clearirg the superior train by Zive minutes. On
leaving Dixon n1is btrain mace a rTun for the hill, but
the water in encine raised and etorsed to foam, making
1t necessarvy to ease off on the throttle. Conductor
Donnelly was riding on %1e encine, as —as also Head
Brakeman Dcnovan and Fireman EHaley; Engineinan Dervent
remarked to the conductor that on account of tae water
foaming, 1t was roing to meke their tiwme verv s.ort and
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unlegs the water stopped foaming 1t —rould be anepes—
sary lo make a back--up wmovement to Dixon. The enzine
stopped foeming, however, and when Pround the culve
north of North Dixon, which staftion 1g located 1.5
miles north of Dixcon, Ea~ineman Dervent remarxed to
Conductor Donnclly tact they had plenty of tims to
teke the trrin up the 117 the ~ay the engine 7as then
kandlinz, but 1f 1t developed thet the time vwes too
short, they coula cut off tre enTine cond teke a flap to
Weosunz., After oabout half of *the train was over the
h111, vith the engine south of Lomell Park Rocd cross—
1nz, vhich :s about 10,000 feet soucsh of the south s-1tch
at Wocsun<T, the cnTineren remeTisd thet they nad sever
minutcs 12ft before f1ain Wo, 129 vos due to leeve the
south switch under tre reguirenents of the we1y order,
end that by Lsint 211 of thet tire they could just
meke the gritch, 2% tnis tine everyoody on ths cngline
compared vptcacs. According to the rules, his ovn
train only hed two minutes but thc engiqeman ssgic thet
he used 211 of tne tiwre shown in the wait order, es
hed been done time and time s=ocin, 1t beinp his under-
stendinz thet —a1tv orders wers 1gsueg "mith tnz 1atea-
tion of naoving the inferior trzin use all of The tire
shox, and thal the siocerior troain would he looking
out for the infcrior train, as to time-table screaules,
however, he would not a2k of uring 211 of the time
sho'n, 1t beinz necesarcrv to cleer the time of sach
treins five minutes. Enzirneran Dervent sgard thet 1t
rag a casc of letting khis anxiety to et over thne

rced outweigh hieg better Juogment, and that he did

not figure he was tekine anv chance whatsver, nor did
he believe 1t voszibhle thet tvn trains could heve
gotten to~ether wnier sach comdzhione 1n brosd dey-
light.

The statcments of Conduvctor Donncllv, Firemsn
Hzley, and Hegd Brakewon DJonovan, all of whom vere
riding oa the eagias of trein firet Wo. 178 gencrally
corroborated the steicments of the enclnemcn anda
developed nothine adiitionel of immortance. Fleomen
HeLarnon wes ridiny 1m tae caboose; ne stated that
when approaching Foosung he was very concerned ebous
the short 1i1me. He vag 1mn the cupola and sa~ nis o
engine ag 1t wes approeching a histle post, located
ebout 10,450 feet snuth ol the souta smitch, ond he
estimatea the speed of tne trzin as eLout 55 or 30
Milee per hoar, ¢t thet time, 1% was then 7.53.4C a.m.
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Conclusions

Thig occident was caasec ov treoin firvst No.
178 beins cpera‘*ed asginst &n oNpOS1Ng SUNCIICT
train on saort itime, for whica Cornductor Dornelly
eno Infinemen Derwent are responsibdla.

Uncer the rules, ea inferio~ train 7
ocut of the mey of opnosing sunerror traim
ing o clerr tae maila crack bv ftne tuie T
Tule, must te nrotected as prescrihed by Tl
also, ¢t meetine points betweea trazns of diit
classes, tne iafsrior train must taxe sidin, and clear
the superinr tr71in not less tansn five minutes. The
provicions of there rules rere not complied with. A
discrepencs exists 1n the statetents of the eumloyees
involved as to the exect time &% vhicn tals eczicdert
occurred. It 1s clearly ecteblishea, howsver, ihat the
conductor #nd enginemen of train first Fo. 178 *tonk
a chance ardé eadesvored to make Woosvng boefore tie
departure of train No. 12% fro~n thet poiatl, when ther
c¢1d not heve guTficient time to Tesch that poins end
clear s recuived by ruvle. Coniductor, Donnelly, who
wegs ridinT on the engine, corpered watches ' 1ta Tagine—
man Dermwent vhen 1m tre 1m-efiste vicinity of Lotell
Perx Roed crossiaf, locetad ebout 10,00C feet soul~
0f the south swiftch, end accordirg to itheir stetewents
1t was 7.43 z.m. and there gt111 remaihed seven minutes
before the expirction of the time shown 11 the wait
orde™; on the other nend, Tleemoan McLornon, ™o vas
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ri1dias 1n the ceboose cuponle, looking ghesd, sa1o 1%
mas nearlv 7.53 @.m., whicn eshinate movrld mean trai
the accident occurrec shovt the time fixed by the
conductor of the passenger trein, vrnich was 7.58 2.,
In eirther event, however, the stetements of Conoictor

Donnelly wnd Earinerar Dermrwent aeke 1t cleer tast tae
best thev expected to do ras %o reach the gwitch by
7.55 @a.m., denending on the crew of the superio~ train
to see then comure and wait 1n tre clear, instead

of bring.nz their owva traiz to ¢ stor end sending a
flag arecad, rewardlesc of the gligat Felar that rould
have been occasioned by such acsion. The deoacaer of
Tunning on snort tiwme has peen peinted out 1n previous

accraoent investigeition repcrte; the rvles —rere svilicient

for the »urpcse, and thev should have been ohoved.
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While the evidence 1ndicates that train ¥o. 129
did not pass the soutn switch until after the ex—
piretion of the time shown in ftne walt order, never—
theless, 1n the interest of safety and accordins to
the dictates of mood Judement, the fireman of train
Fo. 129 at leas’ could have lookea across *he 1nside of
the curve —nen leaving Woosun<, especially "hemn g view
of an approaching train could have been had for a long
distarce; such action on hig part might have been the
meansg of preventing tne accident.

Conductor Docnellv entered the service as brake-
men on Sewmtember 4, 1904, and wos promoted to con-
auctor on July 22, 1909, Encinemas Derwent entercd the
service 28 fireman on Februery 2, 1802, and was »nro-
moted tc ensinemen o Fowember 5, 1813, Engineuan
Edverds enlered t.ae scrvice ss fireman on August 1,
1882, and was proroted to saciasmen on Auzust 3, 1887;
Fireqtan ©virg entered the service as fireman on October
19, 1913, and was promoted to en7ineman on Qctober 30,
1912, At the ti=e of the ecciient trne crew of trein
first No. 172 hna been on duty about 13 hours, while the
crew of trainm No. 129 had been on duty less than 2 hours,
Prior to which voth crews had been off dutv 12 anurs
Or MoTe.

Respectfully submitted,
W.P. BORLAYTD,

Director.



