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INTERSTATE COILERCE COIMISSICN

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THT BUREAU OF SATETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDEVT WHICE OCCURRED ON TWE
CEICAGO, NORTI SUCRE AND L.ILVAUKEE RAILROAD NEAR
KITOSHA, WIS., O FEBRUSRY 23, 1530.

H

March 20, 1930.
To the Commissicn®

On February 23, 1930, a passenger train struck an
antomobile at a grade croceinz near Kenosha, Wis., on the
Chicagg, Yorth Shore and Uilweukee Railroad, resulting in
the derailment of tne passenger trazn as vell as a fieight
train avproachin~s in ths opvosite direction and causing
tne death of 2 cccupants of the antomobile and O passengers,
and the injury of 125 passsengers, 4 emplovees on duly, 1
emnloyee off duty, ond 1 other person, all of the djassenger
train, 3 of the injured passengers subsequently died.

Location ai1d rethod of ovneraiion

Thig railroad -8 an electric line and extends between
1o 1lvaukee, Wis , 2a¢ Chicago, I11., a distance of 986.67
miles. In the vicicity of tne point of accident 1t 1s a
double-track line osver which trains are operatsed by time
table, trai. orders, aad an autombiic block-signal system.
Tane aceident occurred at a grade crossing north of Kenosha,
Wis,, where a highway known as the Burlington Keoad crosses
tne tracks at a richt angls, approaching the point of acci-
dent from the nerth the track 1s tangent for more then one-
half mile, this tangent contiiuing for a distance of apout
1 mile beyond the crossinz. The grade for southbound
trains 1s C 2 per cent descending at tae point of accident.
Approaching tae crogcsing from the eact on the Burilington
Road, the hiznway 1s tangent for a distance of 835 fcet,
within 385 feet of this distance, the road ascends 135 feet,
ond it 1s then level to the crossing, 100 fest distant,
and for some distanxce beyond the crossaing.

There 1s a two-stor:y tuilding located about 150 feet
east of the reilroad tracks and 75 feet north of the high-
way and two smeller buildings °“re located north of this
building. After a westbound 1wotor vehicle has pag&sed
the se buialdings, the driver has an unobstructed view toward
tke north for more than one-a2lf mile, south of the high-
way, the view 1s unobstructed for anproximately 700 feet.

¢ crossing 18 protected by a waraing signal of the
wigwag tvpe, loczted noTth of the h-ghway and 9% feet east
of the center line of the northbound track. This signal
consisty of a bell and a swinzing banner with a red light
in the center of the banner, vioich 1s visible on the
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highway for a cdistance of 700 feet enst of the tracks,
This siznal 15 zctucted by trains approachinzg from cither
direction when they encounter the control circuit, which
extends for a distonce of 2,400 feetv oa cach side of the
crossinz 2nd at points 2,100 feet frem the crossinz tnere
arc leoedted indicating lamps, for the purpose of showing
the motormza of an cepproaching train vhether or not the
crossing signal 1s workinZ properly. When the siznel is
operating for t7o frains woving in opposite directions, 1t
continues 115 opera*ian until the train last oassinz the
crossing cuts 1t out.

The weather was clear at the time of the accident,
which occurred at 10.45 n.m.

Description

The automobile involved -vas a Buick five-nassenger
touring car, occupied by two men, and was moving westward
on the highway cver the crossing at a speed variously csti-
mated tc have been between 235 and 45 miles per hour when
1t was suruck by sonthbound vmassenzer train No. 4386,

Southbound paszenger train No. 438 consisted of five
motor carg, of steel constrvetion, #nd was in chorge of
Conductor Durr ond Jotorman Hell This train deperted from
11lwavkee, wis., ot 10 p.'1., on t1iwe, passed Racine, Jis
at 10.36 p.m., one minute late, and was derailed when 1t
struck an auntomobile at a grade crossing while traveling
at a speed variously estimeted by the members of 1ts crew
to have been between 35 and 60 miles pcr hour, the derailed
ecuipment then sidesmined northbound extra 456, which was
Jassing at the time.

y

Forthbound freight train extra 456 consisted of 1
empty car, 1z loaded ca#s, and a caboose, hauled by elec-
tric rotor 458, and was 1ia charge »f Conductor Harris =nd
ilotor-an Morris. This train passed Kenosha Tover at 10.40
p.m., according to the train sheet, and was derailed while
proceediny ovar tne Burlington Roed crossing at an esti-
noted speed of 15 miles per hour.

The amtomobile was throwm into the air and the engine
bl~ck fell out under the first motor car of train No. 438,
derailing this train to the left or east, sideswipinT the
first car in extra 456 on the northbound track. Train No.
456 was then divertzd to the west and came to rest 1a a
wide ditch on the west side of the southbound treck vwith
the first car at o point 54€ fgevt from the crossinz, leson-—
1n” azainst the bank of the ditch. The second car came
to rest porallel with the first car, the next two cars
vere diagonolly across the ditch, and the last car was
perallel with tne track. None of tnese cars was entirely
oerturned. The track was torn up for a distaace of 273
feet ond the rail from the soutnbound track curved around
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under the freazht train on the northoound track, causing
the deresilment »f the first scven cors of this troin, thesc
cers remeined upright, The eutemnbils was demolished.

Sumnnry of Evidence

Conducter Durr, of train No, 438, -7as riding i1n the
Tecr ~f the first corr ond %ae™ nothing »f et occurred
excent that he kae™ they hit sowethinz, sav o flash, aad
then they were off tne track., He estimated the speed of
their train at the time of the accident to have been 550 or
60 miles per hour and wes unecble to say whether or not the
motorman sounded ~ road crossinz thistle signal. Collec-
tors Tede, Hickey and Kindel, —vho were riding 1a vhe second,
third .and fourtn cers, respectively, stated they felt the
a1r brokes epplicd in ererzency just before the accident
occurred and they estimated the speed t- have been betwveen
3b and 45 mniles per hour a2t the time of the accident. The
statements of Collector Searle, whe was i1n the fifth car,
added mothing of impatonce, while the matarman of train No.
436 7as too seriously injured to be 1nfterviewed.

liotorman Norris, of extre 456,stated thot hc had
scunded the vhistle for the crossing and when his train
—ag abnut 500 feet frn the crnssing he noticed that the
rrgyaz was in opsrotion There —r2s aa putomobile standing
24 the east side of the crossing ~nd another auiomecbile
epproachiny from the cast, vhich massed sround the standing
automobile end vroceeded over the crossing ot a speed of
about 45 miles per hour. _otorasn Norris said that when
he mav this automobile as not going to stop™ for the
crossing, ne immedi2telv asplied tae air brakes in emer-—
gency. Hqis train hed been traveling at 2 spceed betmeen
30 z2nd 35 milcs per hour, and this speed had been recuced
to 2bout 15 miles cer hour -raen he reached the crossing,
ha thought his train wos about 400 fea2t from the crossing
~hen he applied the air brakes. The headlizht coa his omm
train, as rell as the headlight of tra1iin No. 436, -7a5 burn-
1ing brightly. Tne statements of Head Brekemen Grooms and
Brakeman Anderson, who rmere riding on the motor of extra
456 practically corrsborated those of Hotorman Norris,
except that Head Brakeman Srooms aaid the ~utomobile was
moving at a specd of 2 or 25 miles par hour and scemed to
change 1te speed as 1t approached the crossinz, vhile
Brakeman Anderson said i1t was moving at o speed of &5 ar
40 milecs per hour.

Algot Lindguist, an eyewitnese €5 the occurrence of
the accident,stated that he was driving a Ford sedan on
the Burlington Road and as he approached the crossing from
the east he saw the wigmag in operation and heard the bell
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ringing. He looked tn his left and sew a2 freight train
approaching and 1t was about 500 feet from the crossing
wkcn he first sar 1t Mr Lindguist continued until he
rerched a point cbout 30 feet from the crossing, where he
stopped his car, Miss Irene Sand, who was riding with
hir, then calledf.is attentisn to a train coming from the
north, which was rpprosching at a much higher rate of
gpeed than the freight train. Mr. Lindquist said his car
7as the only one around the crossing, but when he hagd
been there about one-half minute anotner autonobile drave
up, passed around hiyn at a speed of z2bout 235 miles per
hour, and proceeded on the crossing directly in front of
the vassenzer train  Ur. Lindguist said that the head-
lights »n both trains were burning brightly and he had
heard 2 train whisiule before he saw the wigwag signal,
and this whistle wes sounded continuously until the time
of the collision, but he did not know from which train 1t
728 sounded. Miss Sand stated thot just as they passed
the buildinz located about 150 feet east of the tracks,
she sair the passenger train approaching from the north
and 1t was then less than one-half mile distant, but was
approaching at about t-r1ce the speed of the freizght train.
While they were —waiting there an automobile drove by
tnem at a fast roate of speed and on the c¢rossing in front
of the passenger train, and the freight train reached the
crossing Just after the automobile had been struck.

Vice President Fallon made the statement that hc was
of the opinion that inasmuch as the seven derailed cars of
extra 456 were derailled to the west, or on the side towards
trcin No. 436, then extra 456 must have been struck only
a glancing blor and that the rails that were torn up had
curved arocund under the cars of the freight train and
caused their derailment.

Conclusions

This accident was caused by an automobile being
driven upon a crossing at grade directly in front of a
passenger train which was approaching zt high speed.

The 1nvestigation irddicated thot the automobile
approached the crossinz at too high a rate of speed, pass-
ed around ancther automobile standing Just east »f the
crossingz, and then started »nver the tracks. In all pro-
bability, the driver of this car saw the freight treoin
approaching from the soath and thought he could clear the
crossing before the freight train reached 1t, and apparent-
ly did not look toward the north to see 1f there was a
troain approaching from that direction. While there are
builldings located to the right of the highway, they are
cbout 150 feet enst of the tracks, and the view 18 unob-
structed between these buildings and the tracks, with
the result that a train can be seen approachiny from the
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north for o distence »f ot 1z27st osnc-h~1f mile. The
evidence ~1s2 1ndic-ted thirt the wigreg signrl woeg in
on2rs v1oa oad tact -t lecst sae »f thz troins was ist-
lins &5 16 oporneched the croscing,  The cvtomobile stend-
g 2t the crosring nn doubt obstructed the vier »f the
ariver 21 the ~»praechinT car toward tae asrth to sone
slizht extent, btut there 13 nn reasmn “hy he could not
heve prevented the -ccadent had he exerciscd any ~f the
coreregulired to be cxercisced -7hen aoprocching n I ilro-d
crossiaz ot zrode.

All o1 the emdlovesginvolved 7ore exnerienced men
71th the zxce:hion »f 2ne of the c¢nllectoars »f the
fsassengler trala, —an ned beea erploved by this r-ilrocd

¢3s than »~ac yerr, -nd ~t the time »f the accident uone
Af thew hed been ~a A tv o1 violetion of nny Hf the
vroTis-tas AL the vurs f gorvice 1o,

Paansctilly suomitted,
", P. 30RLAND,

Director,



