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INTZRSTATE CGal&POr COuISEION

REPOKT CF THE DIRECINR OF TEE PUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION CF Al ACCIDENT WHICT GCCURRED ON THE
CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAJD & rACIFIC RALTWAY I'LAR JENNINGS,
KANSAS, OF SEPTELRLE 29, 1930.

ifove 1per 17, 12900,
Tc the Cor1iission.

On Septemper 28, 1930, there was a mead-end ccllision
between two freight tiaras on the Chicago, Rock Islard &
Paciiic Rarlwnv near Jenaings, Xansas, waich resulfed in
the death of two eiwloyees and the .njury of lour eaployecs.
This 1avertiganion was made 1n conjunction with a rere-
senuvetive of the Punlic Service Commiseion of Kansas.

Location and method of ope~ation

This sccidcent occurted on Sub-division 8 of tne
Nebres¥s-CJolorano Division, extending between Philliosburg
ani Coodland, Yansas, 3 digtance of 138.2 miles. In tac
vicinity of tne point of accidernt thie 18 a single-track
line over which trains ale operated by time-table, train
orders, and a menual block-sicnal system. The accident
occurred at a poiant anhcut half way beftween Jeanings and
Clayton, Kansas, Clayton being located 7.4 miles east of
Jennings. Approaching the point of accident from the west,
the frack 18 tangent for A distance of 2,207.8 feet,
followed by a 0° 43! curve to the right 3,441.7 feet 1n
length, tre accident occcurring on this curve at a point
aporoximately 1,000 feev from .ts western end, approaching
from the east, ihe track 1s tangent for a distance of
3,707.7 feet, folloJed by the curve on which the accident
occurred. Tae grade 1s 0.7 per cent ascendiang for west-
hound trains at the poiat of accideni. On account of trees
near the eastern end of this curve and an embankment at the
western end, all on the 2nside of tac curve, the view across
the curve was restricted to about 1,200 fceet.

The weather was clear at the t:rne ol the accident,
which occurred about 8.33 p.m.

Description

Westhound freight train second No. 27 consisted cof
37 cars and a caboose, hauled by encine 3550, and wis 1n
charge of Conductor Stowell and Engineman Lasley. This
train departed froa Fhillipsbuig, 58.5 miles east of
Jennings, at 6.20 p.m., the crew having received a copy
of train order No. 36, Form 18, reading as follows:
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"First and seoaopnd 97 engs 2057-1755

coupled and eagine 2580 have right over

No. @6 enp 17281 Phillinsburg tc Rexford

and walt at Joritca until six forty 6.40 p.m.
Dellvale egix fufty five ©6.55 p.m. Clayton
seveil ten 7.10 pum. for No. 9¢ engine 1781
Crder to Lo. 96 at Rexford.M

Upon arrival at Prairie View, 14.4& miles beyond Phillips-
parg, the crew of trala recond No. 97 received a copy of
train order INo. 41, Form 12, reading as follows:®

"Second o. 97 eng 2550 wait at Dellvale
until eight naught one 8.C1 p.u. Clayton
uatil eirght twoenty 2.20 pem. for Jo. 98 eng
1781."

At Worton, 24.4 miles east of Jennings, the crew received
copres of train orlers Hos. 43 and 47, Forms 19, as follows

No.4%. — "Ko.C2 engine 3500 mect faret 97
engs 20E7-1755 coupled a2t Dresden and
snconc 97 wng 3E20 Al Jenniangs.!

No.47. — tWg8econd 97 eng 2250 meet lo. 92
eng 2bC0 at Clayion instead of Jennings.”

Tie crew also received a Glearance card calling attcntion
to tie orders received at tals poilut. Train second No. QF
departeda fron Nerton, the last opea office, at 7.53 P.n.,
passed Clayton, wnere 1t gheald have met train Fo. 92 and
waere traln Nu. 96 was stancding on the sicing, having
reacred that poiat cn wailt order No. 41, and collided with
train I'o. 92 at a pcintg 1.2 niles seyond while traveling
at a sneed estimated to have been betwecn 35 and 40 niles
nei nour.

Zaslbound freicht train Yo. 93 consisted of 4%t cars
and a capoose, hauled by cnzine 2500, and was 1n charge of
Conductonr Moden and En~iaeman Hill. This train departed
from Gcodland, 3l.4 mileg west of Jennings, at £.40 p.a.,
and at Scldon, 17.8 miletc west of Jennings, the crew of ilhis
train received 2 copy of train order No. 43, Form 19, pro-
vining for the meet with ftrala sccond No. 97 at Jennings.
Uson arri:val at Jearingge, tne crew received a copy of train
order No. 47, Form 19, providing for the meet with train
sccond ¥o. 27 at Clayton instcad of Jennings, together with
a clearance card. Train Jc. 93 then departed from Jennings,
the last open office, at 8.20 p.w., and collided with train
second Jo. 97 while travelins at 2 sceed estimated to have
been about 30 miles per bour.
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Eastbound frcight train No. 86 consisted of 53 cars
and a caboosc, nauled by engine 1781, and was in charge
of Conducter King and Ergiznernan Barper. This train de-
parted from Goodland at 1 p.m., received train orders No. 36
on Form 31, and Uo. 41 on ¥Form 19, previously quoted, en
route, departed rron Jennings at 6.54 v.m., according to
the tlmln sheet, and wae 1nto clear oa the passing track
at Clavion at 7. 10 p.m., accerding to the statements of

the meabers of the crew, and remained there until after
thhe paszsage of train gecond Xo. 37 apout 2.25 D.m-

thhe paseage of train Ho. 2.25 p.m-.
As a result of tnc collision petween trains Nos. 22

a1d secord No. 97, both engines were deralled and con-
blﬂerably dWHQgcd and 16 cars were derailed, 11 of these
cars hHoing dthTUVCd rhile 5 were con51derab1y damaged.
The empleoyccs killed were the enginemen of both tralas
and taose 1ajured were the firemen and head brakemen of
hoth trains.

Sunmery of evidence

Fireman Williars, of train second NMo. 97, staled that
a2ll the train orderr received at Phllllpsbarg and poiats
en roatc were rzad wod understood by coth the enzineman snd
himsell, and 1t wac undeistcod thnt tnelr trein was to meet
train To. 92 at Qlayton and was also to walt at Clayton
until 2.20 n.uw. for train Yo. €5. Eapineman Lasley sounded
all whistle signals ca ioute from Phillipshurg to tere ocint
of accident, as reguired by the rules, sounding the wnistles
for tie station, the meet, and for several highway cross-
1ngs at Claytion. Pireman Williams sa1d that he looked at
his watch as they passcd the mile hoard eagt of Clayton and
1*e was then between 8.23 and 8.33 p.m. As their train
cassed through Clayton, koth hc and the head brakeman Te-
mained « n theilr seat poxes, and as thzy passed the train
on tae siding, which was on the engimeman's side, Encineman
Lasley called "No. 92 erpine 2500" . wnich call was rencated
by tne brakeran. TFirem=n 41lliams caid he then asked the
enginedan 1L the engine on the siding was 2500 and the
englnﬂman replied that 1t was. The train proceeded west-
ward, aad when Fireran Willzams first saw the headllgh+
of an aprroaching train, he thoughl 1t was an automopil
on tae highway, ncé 1t wms omly about one town block dl"—
tant, when he realized that 1% wag the ncadlight of a
tfﬂlﬂ. The enzinemsn was then si1tting on his seat box 1nd
the rrakeman was standing 1n the gangway, Fireran Willia
cnlled to then and tne brakeman Jumped off the enginae,
Firerman Williams following him, and 23s he did so Ne s3aw
that the enzineman was standlnL by his seat pox; the Tireman
heard the brakes apply just before he Jurped off. IFireman
Willinus stited thot the rewcon he did not leave his se2t
bhox to i1dentify the train on the siaing 2t Claytoa vias
vecause of a bad crossing wiich he wanted to protect, ‘urtner
stating that usually he ard tne engineman remaln On their
rcsuective seat hoves and the engine number 1s called by
the ore on whose side the train 1s passed. He said thot
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bulletins had been posted to the effect that firemen should
keep sharp lookoat at all highway crossings, especially
When ~oproaching statione am +© the most 1mportant crogs-
Ince, so taat taey ray be i position to call an engime-

man's atteation to the aposroachiag of automobiles from

the fireman'!s side. He unlerstood, however, that the
bulletias did not relieve him {row pzrforming his duty

of ideatifying trains on sidincs whers a meet 18 to be
made., Fireocmoan Williams estinsted the speed of his train
while vpassing through Jlayton, and also at the time of

the accident, to nave peen 37 or 38 miles per hour. The
statements of Eead Brakerman Talker practically corroborated

thoge nf Fireran Jilli=us.

Conducter 8towell, of “rnin second No. 07, stated
that e conversed with {le 2ngineman pelfore departing from
Phillivgpurg and aoticed noshings unusunl i1n his wmarner; he
aopenrca to he normal 1n every respect. Both the conductor
and the rear Lrakersn wacerstocd the orders, and mentioned
the nosgsikility of neeturg train ¥o. 95, as well as train
¥o. 93, at Jlayton. Upon aporoashing Clayton, he heard
the eazinerman sound the staticn whistle, followed by tae
nectlar poinl vhistle, e taen went to the resr pltfornm
of the caboose, and vh1le he was onable to i1dentify the
eneine on the siding, no v2lieved 1t to have becn an englie
ol tn. 2200 type and th~t 1t was the enpine of trmin Hn. 92,
but due to the fact thnt tae headlight of that engine was
turned nn Just belore he reiched 1t, the glare blindod nin
to such »n externt o to imke identification inpossible.
Conductor Stovell cstimated the speed of his train while
pageing throuch 31 iyton to have beer. 40 miles per nour,
snd ne did not Tencwoer giving a procsed signal a3 1t de-
partel from that moint. He furtaer st fed thit ne felt the
apslication of the nir hriake 1a criergeacy Just before the
collision ocourrad.

Tae staterents of Rear “raken»n Glbreth, of train
second To. 97, practically corrosorated those of Conductor
Stowell. Rear Brakeasa Galpreth was riding in the cupola
on the left side avproaching Claston and when they reached
the east passing-irack switch he weat hack to the rear end
of the cabcose, and veile he said he noticed the headlight
on tne trala on the passinz track was liphted, he mede no
attempt 1o 1dentify tne train; he stood on the steps on the
left side lookiig tocward the head end of his ovn traln
antil tne rear end of als trailr nad vassced the pas<lag
track, ard he tnen lcokcd hack and saw two green markers
on the capbnose, which was tho only time that he had seen
tanrt train.

Jonouctor Moden, of traia Fo. 92, stated thet tne
train orders governing their movement from Goodland to the
point o1 accident werc vnderstood by the crew of his traln,
the last order rzccived at Jonninys being to the effect tnat
tney were o weed Lrain rfecond No. 97 at Clayton instead
of at Joanings. After departing from Jennings, his train
had attained a spced of about 30 miles per hour and the



-

first i1ntimation of dangar he had was when he felt the

alT brakces apply 1n emargency. The statcients of Rear
Bra<cman Strinpikam brougat out no additicaal informtion
of 1npoitnce. Statereats were not obtained from ihe
fireran o1 the hcad brakeren on account of their injuries.

The nempere of the crew of train No. 86 stated th-et
vwaile thelr tiain vme stnding on tne passing track 1t
Clayton, trains first anl eecond No. 27 oassed, and none
of tlhiem had any difficulsy in i1dencifying each of those
trains py the crpine aumeer. Train gecona Fo. 27 passed
apout 8.35 p.n., at a soecd of approximately 35 miles per
hour. The passing tiack .8 located north of the main track
and they stated that thev caw the cengireonnn wn the cab,
and also sore one standing at the re-r end of the cnboose
with a white lantern. Zngilaeen Harper, of train Ko. 99,
stated chat ae had torned off the headlizht on his ovn
enzine on hisg arrival at the vassing track, and did not
turn 1t on agiis until the rear cnd of trein second Fo. 97
was about three car-lenghths west of nis enalne, Head
Brakemsn Gillen, who was setanuing ahout three car-lengths
east of his enpine wnen traln second Yo. §7 nproached,
stated that he heard tne shation whistlc counded ny that
train, follawed 1maediately by the nceting point signal,
and 11 appesred to him that toce caboose of thait train hnd
passea 11s owa enpiae before the headlight was turacd on.
Coandauctor King statea taxt a short time alter their arrival
et Cleyton, he received information froa the dispatcher
through the azert, altoaough tazs was a closed station at
that ti~e, that train Yo. 92 was to neet train second Io.
87 ot Clayton and that ne had better let train Fo. 88 by at
that point. About 50 miautes later, however, when trnin
second To. 27 passed without stepping, he concluded the
-ect with train lo. €2 aad been chinged. Coaducter King
further stated that he observed several mroceed signuols
delivered froa the rear of the capoose of train second
No. 97 jJust after i1t had _Jassed the rear of his owa train.

Conductor Suggs, of train first Fo. €7, stated thnt
when his train pagsed traln No. 95 at Clayton, he was
standiag on the rear platdorm of the caboose, and he had
rno difficulty in identilying train 'o. 83 bty thc engine
namber, 1t being 1781. at this tiaec 1t #as 8 p.m., and
the weather was clear and dark.

Disvatcher Price, who was handling the train orders
on the sub-division on waich thilis accidens occurred,
stated that although Clavton was a cleosel station at thne
tiv1e he nad peen 1n touch with the conductor of traia
No. 96, he had ingtructed him that train "o. 83 was to neset
train second Ho. 97 at Clayton and that he had better let
tratn No. 92 by at that point. He stated trat 1t was the
rractice to consider Form E orders, such as was used between
train o. 96 and trazn second llo. 27, as mcet orders,
witain the meaning of rule 3%Bl, which reids as follous:
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""Mhen trains ske @ meet or pass at
1aternicdiite sidimge, traia orders to
tnat effect musgt he civen then."

He alsgo stited that -uch orders were considered as
sufficient autaorivy te ~2starlish =eetiag points for
ocgooing tr-ins ~t iaterediite sidings, Clayton being

an lateracdinte siding 1a thls instance. He later ~odified
that et=2tement as far as flrst-class traias were coaceraed,
gnying thal he ould glve trnea positive mect orders.

Conclnusi10.as

This nceildent was clviged Wy the failure of the crew
cf tr-1in second Jo. 8F wrooerly fto 1dcntify o train on
grding, wivh tne result Shint they fuoled to obey a neet
OTdEr POvernlas "NOos.LAL LIl

The nvesSigntzoz Cisclosed tant the crbw of troin
gecnad o. 97 receivew tae train orders dirccting taen to
walt ot Cloyton until £.30 p.r. for train 7o, 96 and to
reet train I'o. 2Z 1t Clavion. raln second Yo. 97 paseed
Clayson, wiere traim 7o. 92 was 1irto clcar, 121 accoriance
wita the wvart order at B.3H p.a., or f1ve minutes after
toe expiration of the wait, aad apparectly the crew
mistalkenly assai1ed the tryan on the passiag trachk to bhe
Lrart Yo. ©5. The crr10e1qarn was killed 1a trhe ngcideat
anC N0 reason ¢in he Fivea ToT hig JAallure prooerly o
1deatify trnin o, 93. Tae testirmony skho' o, however, that
ae ana uaderstood axrs orders aad tmas atteqwing Lo 21s Guties,
as "¢ couaded wne mce.lrnr=noint signyl after the station
e1gmal, and called "9S eagine 2300" to the fireran aad hend
brakxenan as he passed trailn Wo. 96; thie train, however,
was hauled by eilgiae 1781. Fireran Willians and Fead
prazedzn Walker made no effort to identify the train, the
fircian giving as his excase taat he remained on his sead
box o watch for automohkiies 2t the crcossings, bullatins
haviag, becn 1ssued Lo the eflect that firemen must kecp
gharp lookout Tor autoncpllcs at all highwny croseran”s.

Conductor Stowell stated that, due to the glare of
toe heacli-ht oo train o. 80, Me was blinded and unable
proocrly w6 1gentify vthot train, 2lthougn the enginemnn
of train To. 93 statew toae e dad ot turn on the head-
lipnt uwurtil after t..~ Jmssage of toe caktooge. Rear Broke-—
rian Galbreth made no coffort to identily the train at any
(1.8« It 18 guite cvicdent Lhnt the duty of properly
1idenvifying this train was Left cotiTlly t0 the eagilaeron.
Regardless of nay circunstwces which 1ay have nade
1¢eartiliecvtion Aiffacalt, or ta. fact that 1t may have
hee reasonable o asgur.e that the train on the passiag
track wos tTein Wo. 92, 1t vars e daty of the cicw of
traia sccoad Yo. 97 positively to identify and actually
to .tect the train nai1ec At the vlace nared 1n thesr orcder.
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In connection with the investigation of this accideat,
it uas developed tuat damdie Ho. 98, the traia mictakes for
tr2in Yo. 92, cntered the tlock at Jennlngs anc precesdec
as fhr 4.8 Glthon she next tine-table station, by virtue
of the authoraty containpﬁ In train orders Noa. 35 and 41,

rhich regquired the two sectionsz of train Fo. G7 to wait For
train No. 88. Clayton, however, was an interusdiate siding,
ant utnder the requirerents of rule 381, of the wanual block
rules, WACH treins are 0 meet at an internediate s1ding,
trdlu orders to that effaect must be given them. This rale
18 cxpressed with gufficient clearnces to raks 1t readily
tnderstood; 1% makes no erxceptions gs between trains of
different clas<es and 1t dees not legve 1t ootional with
tne disnatcher as to vhat he will do. A train must have
an order to nect 2t an 1atermediate uviding, ana the only
way thils provislca c¢=°n be complied with 1s by the 1ssuance
of a positive ncet order. If the sapervising officizls
do not dcesire te eaforce the provisions of the rulcas 1t
sta.uds 1u the hook, Zeger.less of %the class of train in-
volved, then they shouvld meodify the rule to agree with
t2e practice 1n effect, or else tne rule shoulw be eli.l-
nated entirelv.

All of the emnloyees 1avolved in tMis accldent vere
exvoerienced 7on and at tre time of tne accide=at none of
taon had been on duty i1n riolation of any of the orovisions
of the hours of service law.

Regoeetfully submitted,
W P Z2ORLAND,

Dircctor.



