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IVTERSTATE CQIZiERCE CCIITSSIGH

RUPCRT OF THE DIRTCTCE OF TYZ BURTAT OF SAFETY IN RE
TLVESTIGATION OF AN ACQCIDENT wiICE OCOURRED OX
TLE CHICAGO & NORTY WASTERN RAILTAY AT BARRIVGTOW,

ILL , ON NOVELSER 21, 1931

Dece ber 11, 1937Y.

To the Co~~1es.0n

On Yeve ber 21, 1831, taere wag @ Trear—ead collision
veteen a frnlﬁrt srain "1.d a1 e pty coach train oa the
Snzcego & ¥orun Tesntern Reilwey at Berrinpton, I11l , trhich
reaulted in the dea'l of cne merson c¢orried amdex contr-et
amd the injury of tTuo exvloyeers Thig 1ir ve,uﬂg tima Tas

o =

>de 1n comjunctionr with o reopresentative of the Illinols

Co erce Co~™ission.

4

Locotiom " nd vethed of crnersntion

This oazecideats occurred on Suo-Aivision 4 of the Wis-
consir Division, whlcn cxtends betucen Chicesgo ond Horvord,
I11 , 2 dzst-ace of €3,13 -1les. TIn tne 1v-ediete viciity
of the pnint of 2ceident ithig 18 @ Aruple—track 1iae over
mrich trains are oncroted by ti-e-table, trein corders, ond
on auto1ntic bYleock-sign 1l systen. Treins voviag with the
currert of treffic Zcep to the left. At a moint 1,950
Feet ~est of the steti0a 2t Barriagion the rn1i1 tricks of
the Chicoro & Morth vesterrn R~1lvay ore crocsed 2t grade
by tre -e1n treck of the Elgin, Joliet & Eactern Rexliv oy
and the woverments of trerins over tavs crossing #re con-
trolied by re=ns of o recranical interlockinz nlnnt
onerated from n torﬂ* w_oich 18 1located at the soutaerstern
coraer of the track zntereection. Tre aceident occurred
o short distoace bryrond the engicrn Ji~:1tn of the intor-
loecking plant, ¢bout 480 feet erst of the croscinz. Ap-—
proachineg trha point of oceldoan fro- the vest, the track
1s tcngent for severel —.les and toe grade 1s O 535 per
cent rscending for ecstbolnd trnins

The sign#l goverining eastoound move-ents 2n tne block
1n waica the niwideat senurrzd 13 jaterlockiaz howe s1gnnl

2, & threc-pate} cnlor-ligrt svenal, locrled 5 & voint
225 feet vest of tie EJ%E croseirg. Tne 1J\V axtzoda o
diatiree of 2,020 feet to the zestoound znterlockins hore
signel for the re~rose coirol 1219?100K11” plcﬂu 2t ‘he
ber.nnine of ¢ tnree-trock Lime. The coicaits ore €0
arrenged thet when the olock 1s ccocoupled the botto» or
call-on ponel ey snew yellow with Tue tmu Tton reacls
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displaving red lights, thus i1ndicetin, "proceed as re-—
gstricted svsed" The aprnrnach or distent signal for the
Barrington plaat, governry eesioound movements, 18 2
lower—-qguadrant, lever—corirelled, slotied semapnore signal,
located 3,359 feet west of hors signal 2. This signal wild
nave the blade 1n thz lorizontal nosition, disvlayinz red
and green lghts, 1ndicating "prepars to stop 8T next sig-
nal; train exceedirg 730 miles per hour rust at once reduce
to that specd," when the track 1n advance 18 occdpled, oOT
when home sienal 2 displays stop 1pnaizaeticons on the two
topr panels with the call-on arr displaying eithar red oxr
vellow 1ndiecctions.

The weopther was cleatr and the moon was shining at the
time of the accident, which occurred about 12.25 a.n.

Description

The trains 1nvolved were belng opersted as extra tresaing
by signal indicatign, as provided by special time-table
rule, 1n order to grocecd without regard to theilr scheduled
tires. They were shHwl on the tra'n sheet, howover, ader
their respective cchedaled srain numbers, and these auusbers
are therecforc used 1in trhis reportT.

Fastbound sacond-class freiraiht trsin No. 594 coasisted
of 38 cars and a ceboose, anruled DY engines 2402 and 2396,
and was 1n charve of Qo~.d 2ior Vethe and Enginencn Blawusch
and Melzer. This troia fepsrted from Crystal Lake, 11.2¢
miles west of Barrington, At 11.47% p.m , Yovember 20, ac-
cording *o tnc train sheet, arrived et Berrington at 12.13
a.m , November 21, wrere 1t vet olf five cars, aand had just
sterted eastmard, traveling at a speed veriously cstimoted
to have been from 3 to 12 wmiles per hcour, when 1t3 rear
end was struck by trein Io. 688

Eastbound first-class equipment trzin No. ©98 coa-
sl1eted of three deadhead cooches and one deadhead cornbina-
ti1cn baggege and sacking cer, 1n the order agmed, hauled
bv enzirne 2216, and was in charge of Conductor Cnacdon and
magineman licClosky Tnrs train deparsed fron Crvstal Lék e
at 12.10 a m , according to tne train crneet, end ccllided
with the rear end of train No. 5%94 while traveliag at a
speed variously estimatcd to have been between 30 ard 40
miles per hour.

The cabcoee 1n train Yo. 584 was *elescoped Lts entire
length by the cor czhead of 1%, 'waich, n turn, was partially
telesconed bv the sccond csr fronm the rear, this latter car
Veinr proctically derolished, and the third car wos slightly
Ja-aped. Eagine 22lo, of trein Yo 628, wos derasled and
leaned to the left at an angle of abnat 33 . The nerson
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%11led wae o sinck-an 1n the caboose of traia YNo. 524, and
tue erployees 1njair.d vere bthe fivemen aad brakeron
trein Mo. IS3.

Jurrery of Evidence

Coadictarr Vethe, of trrin Yo. 524, statod thot e 14—

structed the rear brerkeven to T1de 01 tne nead sad of the
troin from Cary, .02 niles wert of Barrvington an ¢ssiat
the head brakxeran in seiilng of f 2o 0t Rerriastosn, and
thet he niuself aﬁvﬂned the ditiges of flarman. Unon evrival
at Birringtor re 20t off wita his flarging eguiorent o1d
2lkcd beck 1 wistence of four or five cer-lengths, thc
recr end of a8 trein noving stopned of & poiat “\+w091 the
nove signal and toe 11tnr100{1ng tover He stetod twdt he
voe wetiching the brokemea when thev pave the ggnl for
their sre1n t9 proce.d @fter mRettlme »Hu- the cors @@ ne

taecn Teiturned to tnc coboosc. AT thet tire hec sPTr Tala

To. 698 approscring, out did not sa'n® thet 1t would oveor-—

trke hi1s own train ond did noo le2ve torpedoes or © 1_\Ltbd
“

fuscc oa the tre~v. Just 2s nis trrin st-oTird n2 2ot ud

01 the reer nletforr ond atepoed tmelde T%e zebacac To set
r1s Joatern Aot n, “nen, upon iockirg bacl he s snot treian
To. ©%8 was gelting closcr end he rcached 1nside e door,
zot @ fusee, Jignted 1%, ond dropned 1t off d+ po1aot ae

a po
Tthoupht =ag betreen 10 ond 15 csr-lengths ensd of
ZJEE crocgline. By thet tive ttala Io. oCE 10d raoac
croesing, with thne engilac vworking stear, end he realized
toet 2 colligsion would occlr vad Jurped offT. Conductor
Vethe estimased *the spred of frain Yo 638 to Lave bBecn
Lror 20 to 25 wiles per lour end thought his owm vreln was
Ttreveling ot o soeed of & or 10 niies per howr as Thie Tire

of tne @ccident. CornducTor Vetne e Stheroast ly fe 1laior

wwith the rulec requring flag nrotectios Lot - di14 not

thionlr 1% recessery to coply S1lly wita 1t FW*“_1ng ro—~
|

}
quiterenta as ne Shougiat thet the followr
e own traia, the o THOT lighss nr hiz
orichtly

e
TLe
rnag tro1i vould see
crnnsC JeTe Duralag
Head Brakeilan Biversl nni Rear Erske~an “iebster of
trein Wo. 59%, stoted tnet tney perfor . cd the neccswar” work
1n setiing off the cars ot Barrinzion, and Beskewom Teosier
e welLing oock ovord the rerr of hls train g 1% sftoTrted
to depart fro- Brrrington 2ad oad reecled a moint 2204
five car-lenging fro- his cobocse ™he “e 527 the headlight
of treain Yo. %8 oaly a chort ci1s.ence "1or the aancese,
he csti~ated 1t3 spced to heve boen fror FD o 35 -1los rer
hour. Brakerew Bilversl and Weoster stnted Tnat t.eir vreln
nod treaveled a distante of about 15 gar-lenygths ac tne rire
0f the #ceirdent tad vis traveling at ~ epeed of 10 or 17
iles per hour.
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T1iginemern Blawvsch and l.elrer, and FiTremen Lichtenburg
2ac Clare, of trarn No £94, cstimoted the sneed of their
*roirn ot the time of the accideant to aave odeen from 3 to o
M1ies mer Pour.

Faginenen delloskv, of train Mo. 628, stated thetl upon
appronching Berrivy ton ne observed tne approach sy n3l fer

1

chz
the 1nterlacking wlent discleylng an i1ndication To [repare

n a2t tae next sigreld, wiile the hore signal raas dis-
p'aviny a sgior 1wicatisn, wiek a wWlow light disnlajyed
by the celling—oa rigmal, he crlled tnzse 1ndications to
tae fireran and the fir.ren 1ewveaied ther Engloedan
Y.oCloskv stated that n: closed the throttlz And aw rome
noint betwsen the spproach and tae homes gignals he appliled
the a1T Prakes, Teducliag the gspeed to bet  eea 85 ard 35
riles mer hour by the t°me he nassed the howe siznal. As
he spnrozched the EJAD croadsing 1t appeared fo hirn that
everything abeazd wvas ¢’ear end ne released tre brekes,
5t wn.ch time the smsed had beer Teduced to betvecn 30 and
25 miles par houT and the thratile wis practically shut
off, prt just 23 ne Teleas~d thz bra'zes he looked zhesd agam
ennd s s5a7Me oae Wlth a white loatern. AU first he covld
nct teil wrerc thizs merson vad Inceted, and then he saw
thet he mas on tne rear platiorm of a cabdlose aid he also
g21v him light a fases and 1umn off. Trhe engincuan 1m--
mediately amplied the #1r brexes 1n emergency aand called to
lhe fireran to Jurp off. He did not pess over aiy tor-
nedoes, nor did he see the merker lizhis on the ceboose
M11or So the time he saw the white lanteran. He wees 0t
able %o state whether or nnt the headlicht cof an cpposing
troin on the westbouad trask would 1nterfere wilth nls vVisliom
ahead, but adritted that later waien train Heo. 698, his own
train, wes stending east cor the crossing he could pleialy
sce 1%ts warkers from 12 polat west of the ao7me s1gnel, even
10 the foce of the headlizat ef o westbound trein etanding
near tne rear ead of treia Yo. oSU8 "nere wos anthi g about
the weather condiviong te 1nterfere with his vision at the
Tite 0of the accident, wrile an a17brage test 34 been nade
before departing frorn Crvstal Lake and tn2 brekes had
functioned properly enrouie. Ea7ZinemAan LKeflosky had Te-
cecived @ capy of the latest surnlerent to tne book of
omerrtling Tules and fully understocd 1tf provisinns, wihlch
1nciudad a rerultement thet & tToin Iindlng an anproacin S1g8-—
nel 1n tre caution position ~ust prepare Yo stop 8 The
next sipral srnd st reduce speed to Wi excecdincs 30 niles
per houtr. He 2lso understond tnat a calling-on gignal peTr-
m1tted “overants only at restrinted specd, prepared to stop
short of a train or obstiusiicn. Erglnemaa eClosky further
stated that the firev2a ned Toen riding on the fire.an's
seat-box un w0 e time he rolezsad the brekes, ond that
tne fireran *tren »rt 370 om Tne deck of the engine to at-
tena to the Fire. A% T.e Tive of this 1nvestigatioa Fireman
Zlino was 1n s.cl condiTzon as a result of 1njurizs sustalned
1n this aceident thant @ statevent could not be obtined
fro~ himr,
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Conductor Condon, of train No. 688, stated that he
d1d not notice any applicetion of the air brakes alter
making the proper running test upca leaving Crystal Lake
unt.l the rear car 1~ walich he was riding passed the inter—
Locking tawer et tne EJ&E crossing, and at that time he
thought the engilnenan either shut off steam or made a
liynt applicetion of the air brakez, and a few seconds
later the collision occurted. IHe estimated the speed of
the train to have been 35 or 40 riles per hour at the time
1t passed the home signal and did not think the speed had
been further reduced at the time of the collision Con-
ductor Condon steted thet on toait outbound trip from
Chicago to Crystal Lake the brakes functioned properly.

Hezd Rrzkeman Cohen, of train Mo 6928, who was riding
in the first car 1r that troin, stated that ae felt @ light
arnlication of the 21r btrekes jJust before passing over the
TJEE crossing at Boarringten. They werce released afler
traveling a very chert distance, being applied again, 1n
cmergency, about the tire of the 1mpect. He estimated the
speed of the ftrain to have been 40 mlles per hour at the
time the light applicaticn was made before passing over
the crossing, and did not think that the speed had been
reduced before the time of the collision Brakeman Cohen
further stated th~t he and the rear brakenan nade a test
of the air brekes vefore thoir depgitare from Crystal Lake,
8t vhich time they worked prnperly; bthere also wes a runnin
test mede after leaving {Orystal Lake, and a light epplica-
tion of the brakes when passing through Cary. The sftalte-
rents of Rear Brakoemon liasom wactically corroborated thos-»
of Head Brakeran Cohen, oxcept that he di1d not know whethe
or not the brakes were relessz2d after he felt the light
application mnade a< » point about BO car-lengths west of
lhe crossing, nor did he fcrl an energency apnlicatiion
Just prior to the tine of the trocident.

Levermnan Serpf, of the EJZE Ry , on duty at the 1nter-
locking ftower at Barringtaon at the time of the accident,
ctated that when train No. 524 arrived, &t 12.13 o.m.,
1t stopped with 1ts rear end east of the home siznal, and
after cetting off cars it started to depart at 13.21 a.r.|
this being the time 2t which the cabonose passed the tover.
AT the same tine the anrunciator rang indiceting that trei
Jo. 698 had reaclied autoretic s1onal 762, nearly 1 71ile
vest of the approach signal, and he at once gave that tra:x
the calling-on siznal. He then gave his szttention to some
other work and just as he cornletcd 1t he noticed train Mo
628 apvprosching, at a speed cf 40 or 45 wriles per hour,
working steam He picked up n1s lantern and ran to the
outside platforr but by thet tire the engine and two cars
hed passed the toveT A2 then looked toward tne rear of
train No. 594 and saw 2 fusee veved once 2nd sowe one wit
a lentern jurp fro~ the rear of thz caboose. He stated t
at Tthe tire the c-2oose of tr-in No. BS4 passed the tower
1t was traveling L & speed of aocut 10 vniles per hour anc
the ~rrker lights were purning brighktly.
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Corclusions

This acecideat vag corused by ihe fallure of Coadvctor
Vethe, of trrin No. 594, to nrovide proper flag vnrotecilon
and ty the feilure of Enginie~en .lcClosky, of trein No. 6S8,
to reduce the spveed of M1s Treain 1n accordalce wWith 1ndica-
tiors displaved bv i1nterlccking approach 2nd no € signals.

Rule 992, of the Rules for tae Govcrnient of the Onerat-
1ng LCeperivent, provides in nart thet when a flagan goes
beck to protect 2 tizia ¢t a'ght he will place a 1ighted

usee 1n thes center of the track 500 f=22% back of thc rear
ol the trein, and procecd back until proper distaace 18
reeched to i1nsure rtull protection. If ¢ following train

13 1n sight or he-ring oefore the fleg-on has reacsed ©
point 1nsuring full protection, he rust 2t once plece two
torpedocs on the re1l, 2and at night, ne will, 1in addition,
disrley o lighted fusege arnd contimue towerrd the aphrotchlng
train, displayirg Stop signals unti]l they are cnsvercd. The
evicence 1ndicetes that although Conductor Vethe, wio wae
actinz as flagran at the tive of the accident, had a.ple
ti-e to provide prover flag vprotcesion for his troan, 2e
went beck a digtaance of only feur or five crr-leazils,

21d vnen hicg trein vis vardy te depert he refturned tc nis
coboose —1thout lecving aay torpedoes oT a lignted fuvsee,
even though he had secn train No. ©28 epprosching. Tne

fact thet his train wo:o rroiecied by ausoratic 2nd inter-
locking signals, <1 tant the track wes etraight ano tne
weather cleor, did ot in o3 ey Jusiify the action of
Concductor Vethe 1n i-tline o provide proper protecvioa JoT
his train. The requirzernts »7T the rules ore ploin, 1n fact,
they arc -sndeitory in theiT reguir- eates reg-rdinz the uce
of fusees ond torpedoes wnder the ennditions 28 taey existed
at the ti1~e of the gccident, ©¢nd obedlience to thesc rules
upon the pert of Conductocr Vethe indouotedlv ould heve
rrevented the accident.

the 1ndico-

Eagine~on lcClosky stated thet LTie nb a
1s, vetb nc

8
tions displonyced by the approfch onc honte s
fr1led to reduce the spced of his train o8 uired. Toe
approach signel diaploved 2 coution indicotinn waich 1eent,
"prepare to Btop At the next s1gmol: trein exceeding 30 m1les
per hour ~us* 2t once reduce *o tnet spced", vrile the hore
s1gnal chowed twor ed lights over ¢ yellow light 1ndicetlng
"nroceed at restricted opeed", 2nd restricted speed 1s
defined o8 reguiring o *rain To proceed prepared to stop
short of & trein or obstiruction. Tre enginevan's ovn state-
ignts 1ndic te that he passed the hove signal &t a =peed of
bet een 25 and 35 »1les per mour ~ad thot upon resrching the
EJ&E crossing, 565 Teet east of the home signal he thoucht
the track ahead woe cleer, [oT sove unexplained recsci, ond
relesaed the brokes: 1~ edi~tely oftervards nc s» the troin
aherd ond apolied the brokss 1n e ergeacy, out 1t wes then
too lete to avert the accident. Regrrdless of tne negligence

erve
1gna
reg
10
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of the onductor of the firs- trrin, the signel insicllation
\rg cdeoms te to hove prevewted en accident of this cherscter
provided Jhe tnficovrons dispnifyed hod been obeyed by the
cngine~nn of the following troin.

A1l of the e~nloyeer 1nvolved vere experienced - en,
rnd ¢t the tive of the oecideoats noare of ther nnd been on
dutr 1n vigloticen of #nv of the nrovisions of the hours
of Tervice loav
Respectfully submatted,
T. P BCRLAND

Direchor.



