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INTERSTATE COIZTERCE COIRITSSION

RZPORT OF THZ DIRECTOR OF 1HE BUREAU CF SAFETY CONCERUING AN
ACCIDLMT WHICE OCCURRRD ON TIE PENNSYLVAWIA RuILROAD AT
FERRYMAN, MD., ON OCTOBER 1¢, 1932.

December 21, 1932,

To the Commission:®

On October 18, 1932, cthere was a derarlment of a frei bt
train on the Pennsylvania R 1lrosd nc Perryman, i¢,, which ro-
sulted 1n wvhe death of 1 cmwlove., and the 1njury of 1 em loyce
and 1 trcspasscr,

Lecutlon aad .~tthod of oncration

This accident occurvsd on taat part of the Lleryland Division
exteading bectween Neorbl Foint, norr Baltimore, IMfd , and Tirall,
ncar Philadelrhia, Pa., 2 dlst“ncc of #5.3 WLlL 53 1n the vicinity
of the pcint of accidourt this is & dounlc-track line over which
treins arc operiied by time-table, train ordcrs, ond an cutomatic
block and cab-gigral syvstem, The eccident sceurrcd ot a poiut
approzlmatcly 550 foect south of Poerryman interlockirg tovier;
apnroochang thia p01nt from the soutr, there is a09 15¢ curve to
the left 6,567 fool in Jenrlh, followed hy tancunt trich to
Porrymon tower a distancec of 2,403 f¢ t, and for somce distance
beyond that 901nt, the cccidont occurr ng on thilis tangoat ac a
2oint abeout 2,850 feot from Lts soulucrn end. The grade at the
point of acerdcnl 1s 0,09 per ceny ascending for northhound troins,

The trocit 13 laid srpbh 130-pound rerls, 39 foct 1n lenzthly,
with an cvera.e of 21 tics Lo the raoil-lingth, Tully tic-plated,
sirgle~-spiked, and 15 hollastied viith stonce to o dopth ol -bout 18
1nches; the trock 18 well maintainca., Toerryrmon woucr consistcd of
o two-s5ivory [rame struclurc, locnted 10 Toot ceat of the north-
beund treck.

Tiic weether woas cloudy 2nd o dense fog oreviiled af, Uie taime
of the accident, which occurred avout £.01 2,1,

Doascry obion

Northbound fTr.oight train (D=6 coun.-tcd of 51 ecrs end a
caboosy, hauled by wnoine 5710, ana waod 'n chorge of Co~duccor
Potmore and Engiaw on Pttturuon The crran ~z2ss.d Morth Point,
21,1 miles south of Perrimen, ob 7.32 a m,, and wes derailced at
Perrymoan vhile troveling ~t « specd wsbim toed to have been be-
tween 40 and LS miles poir woul,
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The engiae and {irst & cors stopped with che heed cond of the
en.ine 1,485 feet north of tae tovery the 1ear truck of the
eighth car and the Tollowings 16 c¢rcs were deravled cnd stopped 1n
various oositions within 2 3pace of 275 1eet ncur the loe :tion of
the tower, BSome of the cors were destroyed, otrers badly damaced,
the tovier was demolished 2nd the i1nterloczking plant was Ledly
demnced. The cmployec killed wes n Siganolnon end the ewmployec
injured was a block oper-itor, both of whomn were 1n the ctower at
the time of the sccident.

Sumnn.ry of evidence

Engincman Pettorson stoted Lhicoe while he had looked boack
occasicnally he could not sec ohe zatire lungth of the tr »n, duc
to the fos, ond his first i1ndic L1ion of cn7ithing, wrong vias wien
the arr br Kes opplicd and the cab sinal indignbica chensed, he
1mmediately moved the brelke-velve to emercconcy rosition buay 1€
had no furth.r cffece, as the froin Jairne wos then denleted, He
egtincted Lthe gcpecd of the troin ot the timc of the accident ot
L0 or 45 mrlcs ner hoor, Thiwil'n Lallcr looked bock clong the
trein as 1b roundcéd curves, boeings oble te sce nbout 20 car-
longths, but noticed s oth.n, 1rrecular, wnrlce Locd Sr keman
FeGlyan, whe was rading in the brakemcu's cohin on the tonder,
scid he wos “hle to g.c¢ over the onbire leacth of the treln o5 1t
wc s rouncing, o curve aboul 6 milcs soultn ol the noint of cecraets
he saw no firc flvian ot cnv tie ond thore ~rpecred to be noth-
ineg unusunl uatil he obscrved tac enrs rocking more thon os

rd1aarily the cnge, followed by o tank cor cppe vinge Lo risc
in tho car.

Conducbtor Pntriore was Trldlils 1n the crhoose end o8 Lne Lroin
rogsed Beasies, 14 males soulh of Terrrmen, ne look.d out -nd ot
thet fime the tr an ~pnerred to e 12 Lood codicion. Te noliced
ao chonge 1n speed boetweon Torih Feint  wd bhe noint of meerduent,
1t biing 2bout 40 or 45 milcs per hour, After btne accide it he
examined the cquiprert ond found tleot too ro o r Sruack of 4he cienth
car, which was dorociled, vog cortly dowlisndd, Roerr Br.o<umon
Simpson thousht the tooin a~d been stovmed Dy & hurst ©11 osc, S0
he imacdirtoly went b ck to flag, on his voy te oximincd tho trock
but found .olliiar cut of the crdin-ry,

Oncrotor Lerght, on ducy ot Terrymar tovor, hed ohe route
properlv lincd o wes wetehing the to-1n as 1t ~opro caed, bhut
there v-g no indic tion of ~ wiii..o wreong, nd shortly ofter the
head cnd of the Lr 1n nesaud, tne toler boarn o rock « a8 ten
coll-pscd,

w
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Cnr Inspeecor Gralf, oua dutr et B+ Vici, 3rltimore, -t the
time tr-in IID-6 picked up c°g ~t that ownt, s 13 he 1-spcetod
these cors whilc thoy were bulng ouitel .d,  Arnong thom werc scoversl
tonk eors cquinpce vath arcli-b r tiucks rad he pr.d particuler
cttention to those trucks but fouud no defeets, the 0aly ropolirs
requircd boelng the plneiur of ¢ cotfers Lo Lo br 1o “'nper, He
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also mude a terminal toest and a road test of the brakes befeore
the train departcd.

Car Inspcetor Revaolds, on duty ot Perrywille, 10 miles north
of Perwynan, at the tuuc of the accidcent, said thaetl as soon as he
lcarned of 1tgs gecurrcence he went to the sccne, arriving thnere
cpbout 9 a,m, Upon makiag an examination of lhe wreckage he found
the rcar truck ol the cighth car demarcd and wath one peir of
wheels off the track. The bottom orch bar on the left side was
broken where 1t curved over thc journal boxj one column bolt was
broken on the same side and the broke beams werc nlso broken, The
broken arch bar showed cn old defoect of 2bout 30 per cent, but
the column bolt apncarcd to i1ndicate a ncw break, His examination
of the other derailcd cequipment did not indicate any cthor brolien
parts except thosc which probably occurrcd during thc coursc of
the derailment,

Car TForunan Whitc arrived al the scene about 9,30 a.m., and
obscrved thoe broken arch bar uweder UTLX tank cor 31871, ihe
cichth car 1n the trzin, aad found narks on the reoil just north
of the¢ crossover switch, and therc was cvidence of somcthing
having distucbhed the ballast (€t a highway crogsing some distance
southh of ths noint of accident, Betwecen that polnt and Sugh River,
2.8 miles scuth of Perryman, hc found nart of a s-ring similor to
thoge used 1n the truck of the tonk ecr, and at & highway at
Bush River the plenks were grazed and o raal burnished. Thoese
marks apncared on thoe ouiside of the r-i1l on the west or 1oft
s1dce of the trick, the s me side of the trock as thot on which the
brolzen arch bor was locatcd, and 1t wes his opinion that the
damaged truck cruscd the accident. He described the brook 2s
showing own old defceet of cbout 25 per ccat of the total orca, and
he did not think 1t could have boen scon by crdinary inspeetion,
as the truck had bcen pointed on Qelober 6 and the car hed not
made a trip sirce thet d-ve uatil the day of the accident.

Crossin~ Wetchman Willionis, who was st nding olong the west
side of the track at Bush River I'Cck highwey crossing, 3,879 foeot
south of Perryacn, ot the fimc troin 1D-6 pass.d that point, srid
that although hc did rvot s o anything dragging or cay sporks
flying, he noticed ballast flying,  .nd afitcr the traiin p-ssed he
obscrved a merk on thoe crossing 6 or & inches from the outside of
the west roil,

Scction Forcmen Wirsing hod i1aspected the trock on October 17
ond found 1t 1n good cocdition., He cirived ot the sconce of
rccident between 8.20 cad .50 a.rn., 2nd examiied the trock north
of 2 facing-pownt crossovecl switch locotoed cpnroximately 550 fect
south of the tover. The swaitch vwos intecet 724 1n cood condition,
but north of this point tac rr1ls weee zolled evay Trom the spikes
and the trockh "rg out of line cbout 12 1iches for ~ districc of
eprroxaimntely 150 foot to vhere 1% '8 tora up., Iic 11strocted
o traockivalker to 1aszeet the trock scuoh of tho crossover ~nd the
trockwolker roported to Lim tant there vimg nothlar wrong.
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An 1nspcection of the track m~de by the Commission's ingpec-
tors subsequent to the accident revealed thet the tr ¢k wes 1n
good cordition and nothing ves Tound that could heove contributed
to the causc of the gcecadoent, A mark was Tound i1n thoe ballast
ot the Bush River Nock highvay erossing which wes 6 inches fraom
the outsidc of the west reals 1t was cbout 1 “inch deep and cxboad-
ed entircly over the crossipng. Thoe ncxt mark wos oa the west
rc1]l of the crossover south of the tower wnd conformoed in cos-itlon
L0 the m~rk =t the highway crossing, thoe final der i1lmont ccecurr-
ing just north of this poinl., Exemination of the rear track of
UTLX tonk car 31871 disclozced thot the bottom zrch ber on the
lcft side ol the truck wag brokon at the bend in froat of Lhe
journal box and the top uTCh bar vos bont downwnrd., Thc forward
column voll wes brokcn end thc truck, whilec it roermcined 1n 1ts
posltion uader the cor, wos 1n a bedly-damagced condition, An
inspcectioan of the broken arch bor showed an old dofoct which .
becon at thoe lower outside cosner nenr the boad at the journal
box and c¢xtended 1 5/8 inches 1awerd cad 1 inch upward. Another
old dcfect appenred acer thc geibcr ond on the bottom sade of
the arch bar, thzs dcfeet oxerding 2% 1uehcs across che bar and
bcing 3/8 ineh decp.

Conclusion

This acecidcat opparcntly was crcuscd by the f~1lurc of con
arch-bor truck undcry the cigath cor in the troin.

According to the stotcacnts of the members of the train
crcw, they had no knowlocdge ol cnvihing wrong uatil thoe ftrain
wag derciled. An Laspection of the tr-ck discloscd that soemething
had been dragring, the first radic-tion beilag o mark on o highway
erossing on the outside of tne lclt or west raill ﬁg>roxlmctclv
3 milcs south of the point of aceiden Another morl woe Tound
on the outside of the west ro1l of thu crossover a short dlstbnce
soulth of Perrymeon tower, [ollowed by o .aanrk on top of Lhe main
roal end thea flange marks ape-red on the tics., An cXnoanation
of the rear truck of UTLX taak cer 31871, the cighth car in the
tr.in, showed 1t to be 1n ¢ bodly-doam-ged coadition, The lower
arch bar on the left side wes broken and the tor bar wns bont,
a column bolt and the berlie beoms were ¢1so hroken Inspection
of the breken arch bar ~overlcd thet 1t had beur ¢r-ckea for
some time ot ibe noint of feilure, oad pointed over subscouent
to thot time, thus pr.veqting 1ts detcetion whien inspectcd by
car Lnshectors,

Respectfully submittoed,
W. I, BORLAND,

Dircctor.



