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INTERSTATE CCMMERCE COIMMISSICN

REFCORT CF THE DIRECTOR CF THE BUREAU CF SAFETY CONCERNING
‘ AN ACCIDENT ON THE CHTCAGO, BURLINGTCN & QUINCY RATILRCAD
NEAR DCNNELLEY, ICWA, ON JANUARY 12, 1935

February 17, 1933

To the Commission,

Cn January 12, 1933, there wes e head-end colllsicon
between two passenger trains on the Chicage, Burlington
& Quincy Railroad near Donnelley, Icwa, which resulted in
the desth of 1 meil clerk end 4 emplovees, and the injury
of 21 pessengers, 2 mall clerks, 1 roed foreman, 1 division
freight scent, 1 special agent, 3 employees on duty, 2
employees off duty, and 1 Reilway Express Company employee
This accident was investigeted i1n conjunction with the Iowa
Board of Railroad Commnissioners.

Location and wethod of operaticn

This accident occurred on the Albia-Des Molnes Sub-
division of the Ottumwa and Crestcn Divisions, which extends
between Albia and Des Moines, Iowe, a distsnce of 68 0 miles;
in the vieinity of the point of accident thie 1s ¢ single-
treck line over which tresins are operated by time~table and
train orders, a manual block-signel system in effect pro-
vides for permissive blocking for following movements.

The accldent occurred at a point spproximately 1 5/8 miles
north of the north switch of the passing track st Donnelley,
st the north end of bridege 38 57, a pile bent trestle 105
feet in length, approsching this point from the south there
pre 958 feet of tangent, the accldent occurring on thie
tengent at & point about 34 feet from 1ts northern end
Approesching from the north, there 1s a 1° curve to the left
1,183 feet in length, followed by the tengent on which the
aceldent occurred The grede is G 31 per cent rscending
for northbound trsins st the poilnt of accldent.

Donnelley is a non-s;,2ney stetion; the passing track at
that point 18 1,485 feet 1in lensth end is loceted on a curve
It is on the w-st side of the main treck, end at its center

. is sepereted therefrom by e considereble distence. A pass-—
enger shelter end en ebendoned weter tenk ere loceted be-
tween thea- two trecks et pointe 10 and 12 cer-lengths, re-
spectively, south of the north switch At the time of the
accident en occupied tenk-gong bunk car stood on the pessing
track ebout opporite the ' rter tenk, this wes 2n old combi-
netion begrege ~nd prseenger car with side windows in the
north helf of 1%, »nd the cer weg liphted vith kercs:=ne lemps.
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Cwing to a bluff covered with trees on the east side of
the track, tozether with the curve just north of the bridge,
the view had by the southbound enginemsn was restricted %o
about 80C feet '
The weather wes clear at the time of the accident, which
occurred about 7 20 p m

Description

Northbound passenger train No. 179 consisted of gas-elec-
tric motor car 9665, this being sn all-steel ccmbination mail
and passenger car, hauling one wooden baggege car, and was in
charge of Conductor Baker and Enginemen Warren At Albila,

37 1 miles south of Donnelley, the crew received copy of traln
order No 215, Form 31, providing for e meet with train No 28
at Donnelley, the scheduled meeting point for these trains
They also received copy of clesrance card, Form A, as well as
a Form 19 train order ncotifying them that there were occupied
bunk cars on a track at Tracy, 19.4 miles north of Albia, but
no trailn order was issued notifyilng them about the bunk car
that stood on the passing track at Donnelley. Train No. 179
left Albia at 6 C6 p m., according to the train sheet, 11
minutes late, left Knoxville, the last open office, 4 miles
south of Donnelliey, #t 7 08 p m , seven minutes late, passed
Donnelley without stopping, and collided with train No. 28
while traveling at an undetermined rate of speed.

Southbound passenger train No. 28 consisted of steam engine
2215, hauling gas-electric motor car 9567, this being an all-
steel combination passenger and bagmage car, and one wooden
mall and bsggege car, and was in charge of Conductor Worden
and Engineman Heyes At Des Moines, 30.29 miles north of
Donnelley, the crew received, among cthers, a copy of train
order No 215, Form 19, previously mentioned. Trein No. 28
left Des lMoines at 8 1& p.m , according to the train sheet,
on time, left Pleasantville, the last open office, 6 1 miles
north of Donnelley, at 7 09 p m , seven minutes late, and
collided with train Ne 179 while traveling et a speed esti-
mated to heve been between 25 and 30 miles per hour

None of The equipment in either train was derailed, but the
steam engine of train No. 28 telescoped the ges-electric motor
car of trein No 179 e distance of sbout 4 or 5 feet and shoved
that train beckwards sbout four cer-lengths, the wooden trailer
of train No. 28 stopping on the bradge Moteor car 9665 hed e
fuel cepacity of 3C0 gellons, while motor car 9567 hed a cepecity
of 200 gallons, the fuel tenk of motor cer 9665 was punctured,
causing gascline %to be scatter=d cver the bridge and around
the equipment, the gesoline i1gnited lmmedistely and destroyed
the bridge end =11 equipment with the exception of the steem
erigine. The entire crew of train No. 179, composed of the engine-
men, conductor, end brakeman-bsggegemesn were killed, as wes the
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enpinensn of traln No 28, while the employees on duty injured
were the conductor, firemen end the brakemen of trein No 28

Summary of evidence

On acccunt of the death of all members of the crew of train
No. 179, no accurate informetion could be obtained concerning
the operation of the traln immediately prior to the occurrence
of the accident From the statements made by others who were
on the train ss passengers, about 211 that was developed of any
importance was s statement by a fireman who hrd formerly worked
cn this subdivision to the effect thet he wae sure the train
reduced speed when pessing Donnelley, if in fect it did not come
to a full steop at that point. None of the passengers was awere
of anything wrong prior to tne accident.

Filreman Withers, of train No 28, stated tnat his trein
approeched the meeting point at a speed of ebout 30 miles per
heour, he saw the r-flecticn from the hesadlight of the opposing
trein and at that time ne thoupght it vas weiting at Donnelley for
his own train to arrlve. He got down off his seat box to put
in & fire but after putting in three or four scoops of coel
his enginemen mede & light esir-breake sponlicstiocon rsnd then sp-
plied the brekes in emergency Reslizing thet something was
vrons, Fireman Withers looked out of the left window across the
inside of the curve, snd sew the reflecticn from the headlight of
train No. 179 abcut 60 feelt distant, tne collision occurring
immedietely aftermards. The air brales had been Tested and
vorked properly en route Conducter Worden end Ererkemen Fleming
vere riding back in the train snd were unsware of anything
vronT prior to the creash.

¢ L Lengshoop, who lives nearby, ssid the train from the
north, which would be train No. 28, sounded the vhistle, but he
did not heer the vhistle scundsd by the cresw of train Nc¢ 179
The fireman end 21lso the brekemen of trein No. 28 he=ard their
engineman seund the vhistle shortly before the accident, but no
one on trein No 179 heerd g whistle except that one cf the
pessengers remember=d heving hesrd the vhistle £% some point
after leaving Kncxville.

Geng Forewzn Unglesbee wea making out reporte in the bunk
cer thet stood on the pegesing treck at Donnelley end heerd trein
Ne 179 vhen 1t pessed that pcint, saying that 1t se-med 28 1T
the train reduced spe-d, vascsd the bunk cer end then procecded,
no stop heving becn made, he did not get up to look out of the
window, nor did he heer train No 179 scund the vhistle =t eny
time The bunk cer hed bsen et Donnelley less thean 24 hours,
heving errived there ebout midnight, Jenuery 11

Treain Dispatcher Tullls stzTed thet Donnelley 1s the sched-
uled tire-t:ble mecting point for treins Nos 179 »nd 28 It
is customery to notify crews of treins vhenever occunied bunk
cers ere left stending on sidings, but no trein order wes 1ssued
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notifying the crews involved s to the occupied bunk cer that

stood on the pessing treck at Donnelley, =nd he seid thet he

had no knowledge thet such 2 cer wes there until zfter the
occecurrence of the sccident Under the rules 1t is not reguired
thet encine numbers be used vhen issulng meet orders invelving
reculer treins Dispetcher Tullis s2lso srid thet 1t ves not .
unusuel for # stesm engine to heul & motor cer end treiler, end
Thet between Jenuery 1, 1932, and Jenuary 12, 1933, 2 period

cf slightly over one year, trein No. 28 hed been so heuled 32
times, vhile trein Nc. 1792 hed been sc hsuled 46 times.

Op=retor llcDcneld, at 4lbie, gteted Thet he personelly de-
livered the cleerence cerd end twe trein orders to Conductor
Beker, giving him two copies of the orders, end the donductor
read the orders aloud to him. The conductor sppeered normel
in cvery r-spect, he did not see Enginemen Werren 2t eny time.
The meet order involved wes the seme &s orders that hed been
glven to the conductor practicslly every night pricr to the
accident.

Coneclusians

This zeccident was ceused by the feilure of the crew of trsin
Ne 172 to obey a meet order.

Under the prov.sioas of the meet order, train Vo 172 was
required to stop clear of the north switch and swsait the arrival
of traln No 28; 1t vas also reauired under the rules that the
enginemsn should sound a meeting—-pcint whistie signal at least
1l mile before reaching the meeting point and that should he fall
in his duty the conductor should tske lmmediate action to stop
the train 1t 18 not known whether the engineman sounded the
required whistle signal when aporcaching Donnelley, neither 1s
1t known what steps, if any, were taken by the conductor toward
bringing the train to a stop Donnelley was the time-table
meeting point of these two treins, such evidence as 1s available
indicated that the crew of train No 179 had received the mest
order, that both the motor car amd the traller were equipped with
a conductor's valve vhich would have enabled the conductor to
teke such actlon as the occasion required, and that the brake
vaive in the motor car was equipped with safety feature which
would heve resulted in the brakes being epplied if the engine-
man's hend were removed from the breke-valve handle at sny time.
It further appeared that the engineman's seat was so located that
1t would hsve been nccessary for him to etop his train in order
to obtain a good viev of the bunk dsr standing on the siding .
near the passenger shelter at Donnelley; end in view of the fact
trhat therz ras evidsnce that the sperd was reduced at Donnelley,
1Tt 18 possible Enpineman Warren made this reducticn in the en-
degvor to ldentify the car occupying the siding instead of
bringing his train to ¢ full steop and then leeving nis seat for
the purpose of =neking sure of the identificetilon.
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The investiration d1d not develop hov it hsppensd thet
the dispetcher did not kno™ of the presence of the bunk cer
or. the passing track This bunk cer vas occupled s#nd the
dispetcher sald 1t e85 custormery teo notify trains vhen occupied
bunk cers ere loceted on pessing trecks, had an order tc this
effect teen 1seurd to the crev of train No 172 1t would have
elimineted any possibility of their mistaking the bunk cear,
thich ves en old combinsction beggege and pacsenger car, for
trein No 28, which usuelly consisted of a motor cer and &
trailer.

Respectfully submitted,

W. P. BORLAND,



