1848
INTERSTAYE COMIERCE COLILISSION

REPORT OF TIE DIRECTOR OF TS BURZAU OF SAFETY CONCaRNIIG
AN ACCIDENT OM TEL NEW YORK, CHICAGO, & 8T. LOUIS RAILw
ROAD AT MUNCI®E, IND,, ON AUGUST 26, 1933.

December 19, 193Z.
To the Cormission:

On August 26, 1933, there was a head-end collision
between a freight train snd a transfer train on the New
York, Chicago & St. Louis Railroad at lfuncie, Ind., which
resulted in the desth of one employee and the Injury of
two employees.

Location and method of operaticn

This accident occurred on ithot part of the Sandusky
Division of the Lake IZrie & Western Dlistrict cxtending
between Frenkfort Yard, Ind., and Scuvth Lime, Ohio, o dla-
tance of l44.,4 niles. In the viecinity oi the point of
accident this is a single-traclk line over which trains
are operated by tirmetable and train orders, ne blocl-sig-
nal system boinzg in use. The New Castle Division crosses
the Sandusky Division at a point about 625 feot east of the
svation ot lMuacie and yard-limit boards are lccated approxi-
mately 2 niles to the cast and west of the junction of
these divisions snd about 1-1/2 miles to the north and
south thercof. $hc accident occurred at a noint shout
1,000 feet west of the stat.on; approocching cthis point
from the east, the track i1s tangeont for o distance of about
450 fect, followed by a 29307 curve to the right 100 feot
in length, 45C feet of tangent track, a 89501 curve to the

right 238 fect in length, tanpgent track for a distance of ¥

120 fcet, and then a 6920!' curve to the left 788 feet in
longth, the accident occeurring on this latter curve at a
noint about 300 fect from its castern cnd. Approaching
from the west, there ls a 5°30! curve to the loft 350 feet
in length and lhen o tangont track for a distance oi 300

f cet, followed by the curve on Jhich the accidont oceurr-
ced. The grade for easchound trains for a dastance of 400
foet to the point of accident is 0.85 percent ascending,
and the grade for west-bpuad trains approaching the point
of accident for 400 foect is U.1lo percent descending.

A spur teaclk varollels the main treclt on the south

Lfor almost the enbire length of fhe curve on which the
accident occurred, and adjacent to the spur track is o
low building cbout 400 feet inlenfyth. At the time of %he
accident thore were a nwiber of hirh cars standing on this
traclz, which, together with che building obstrueted thoe
vision approaching frow cither dircetlon to a distance of
anproximatcly 165 fect.
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The weather was clecar at thoe time of the acclident,
which occurred cbout 10:25 n. m.

Deseription

Eagt=bound second-closs trein sccond Ho. 66, a
roll-olling tr.in, consisted of 1 rail oller, 1 empty
tank car, 2 loaded tonik coprg, ongine 457, 1 bunk car,
aand a caboesce, In the order nared, rnd was in charze of
Conductor Ley md Engincman 3Blymycr. The Tirst car wes
of wocden congtruction with stcel center sills, the
socond, third ~nd fourth cors werc ol all-stocl conslructw
tion, and the last two cors wore of wooden constructione.
This train departed from Froaklort Yard ct 7:10 g.e iley
deported from Alcxandria, ilc last open offiece, 16.2 miles
west of Mincle, at 9:29 o, 1., 2 hours and 24 minutea late
on the schedule of troin No. 06, stonped lor coal at the
coal dock 2t ihmeie about 10 ae .ne, cnd tleon procccded at
o low ratc ol gpced, collidifg with the turnafer train
while traveling ot o gpoed cstimeted to heve been betwcen
5 and 8 milzs ver hour.

The tronafer troein consisted of 2 erpty end 7 locd-
cd cars, hauled by ongine 123, with the z2ir coivpled, =xd
was in chrrge of Conductor Thorpe ond Entincman Cochron.
This train, rcturning frort the Chosapeake & Ohilo yard to
the west yard of the Nickel Plete Road, stopped at the
Junction of the New Cesbtle end SanduskygDivisions, whoro
1t met troin first No. 66, After tne pasrage of thet
train the tronsfer train proceceded thirough the wyoe onto
the main linc of che Sandvsly Division, stopped for the
roar brakeman to close the wye switch, and then procceded
westbword at an cstimeted gpoed of & or 6 milcs per hour,
but hod necarly stopped whon it collided with train sccond
I\lO. 66-

Engire 123 of the transicr train telescoped the
front end of the rail-ollor car, tho couploer of this car
hoing forccod chrough the door of the smoke box of the on-
ginc, while the roor cnd of this car wvas tclescoped by the
following tonk cor o distance of about 3 feoct. Thce sceond
and third tonk cars In treoin sccond Ho,., 66 sustaincd slight
damoge, but except for onc pair of wheels under the Tirst
tenk cor nonce of the cguipgment was derailed. The cmployco
killed wag an oiler cnd thosce injurced werce the oller fore-
man and the hend brelenon, o1l of vhon vere riding in the
rail-oiler car.

Suruaary cf cvidence

Poreman Rell Oiler Horvey, in charpge of the roil-ociler,
stebed thet the head bralkemon wos r.oding on the right side
of the cupola, vhich was located noer the Ifront end and
wos cqguipped with 2 whistle cord and cmergency valve,
while he and two othcr omployeces were at tho cxtrerc front
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end of the car opcroting tlie lovers contrelling the flovw
of cil, On roundin;; tho curve on vhich the aceident
occurrcd tho troin wes tr-veling at ¢ spocd of obout 8
mileca per hour, +3th the brolericn soundins thoe wialstic
el the ciler bell ringing. He firct gaw ths tracsfer
tr..um vhien 1t "res obout three ccr lengthes distont, the
vicw being ovscurcd by cors on the inside of tac curve,
cnd cellea to the others to Jurip. He thousht tho eir
bralics wore cpplicd in cwmergoney Iron the cngins, but

duc to the oil cn the rails the <hccels slid o distonco

of cbout two crr longths cnd he did not chin't therce hed
beon any cpprecichle roduction in the spneced ol his tredin
ot the tame of tro cccident. Foerouen Trvey sald the
trensfer Lrown v oo not treveling very fogt -nd he thought
it slowed cown bofore the cclliision cccurrcd. Ile further
stoted thoet pofore lecaving Freunkfeore Lo led tollzed rith
e englacmon cnd told Lilol tort oxbtrore couct
neceaogary in hendlirg thoe tramn, duc to tle [o
the vvhesls would glide lien applyrus the Troan
geld the crzinceron uscd good gudgriert in otoop
trein on rcoutc.

Oiler Grucn, ol tr-in gsoccond hc. 60,
ing cperoting the oil acclhiine, steted theb oo roz
cor hod o glogs front cad taat he Jiret scw bBre tr T
trein Jhon 1t ves cwout once ond onc=heoll cor longbis 4
toantes Ho catimrtod tac cpocd of hic ownm treoin Lo heove
been cbout 6 or 7 ailes Her hovr, out did not Imow
wncther or not bhe bLrolkes vore cpplicd prior to the acci-
donte

Heecd Brnkeman Curniings, of  train sccecond No. 06,
stoted thet the cupola wre wiccticelly caclos.d ia ploss,
but duc to the corog on the ziding he weos uncble to cec
rhoed Tor .worce than throo ceor longtho. Whon he oo the
oppreaching triin he gove Lds cnpuireoan o oton gignal ond
Irwecdiately jumned dom Lo the flo-r of the c-r, the troin
trooveling chout once (nd oo~ LT cor lonstlo (Ttor hc
tac stop signcl. Jrokce.ca Cunddngs cstiicted the opood
of liis treoain Lo hove osen & or © males por nourg o d
not lmo. vhother or nobt the ~.r br ‘tug wore <npli.d prior
to the cecident. Mo catlmwoted the gpecd of Lhe tr-ncefer
trein to hove beoen 7 or 38 wilos por hoar. 3r-'tenan Cwi-
mings furtihor etoced that be vres o oxbrr en end chis gos
hies rirst trip c2 che refl-otling ticIng Lo dud nos knou

ot the redl-culor cor ce coguipocd 1t rn o Lrnorguncy coir
volve.

1

il

&

Enrinxnwn 3lynyer, ¢i troin sccond Lice 20, shited
hot thoe trou. vws Sriftine b ¢ wooeed of 6 oo ¥ ailes pur
hour, Hc sor the otep osise~l flven by the 2ol d oreloona
mn ¢ Lnocictely opplicd e LI

v
- Izco 1n clwT Luach, onaG it
v cheut this tiwae thet hoe s vao coalocening carince, 10
or 15 foot frorn tas Ifroat ol his troin, Trhco broliop tosls
hold, but thc spocd Cid nct sleekia hecerase ol tw foot
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thet ths *hesle e1id cad he o8 varnle to ~et cond on the
roils boefore the tr In hed pr cticcliy ctupocr. LIU:Pu—
mon Dlyiwyor Ifuretlicr stotod thet he hod operizacod Ja07i-
culty Iun stopoirg slie troain on routo, duc to he acelo
glicdinz,

Concuvclor Thorpe, of the troasfor troia, stotld
thet e wes 8t adling oca the front Jootoorrd oo ta. 12 Lt

-

1ide of the cagiace ond on creoiving ot blie Juaetizn ol Bl

 du]

Fow Costle ond Sonduzky Divigicas, thoey .ot teoin Civgt
noe 06 nd signols wers recoaved Indlcotin, et o gocond
seceLion Jto ¢O71L”L7f. Artor Jo DSOS ol Ll Tirct
sectien, louwzver, ho cove © nrccs L oigrl rad bag froin
encored the Srndus'ty Divisroa a2l © o oivece A2, ob o
spocd of 4 or b nllie 2 hear clon e herrl Dhe vt iotle
of tn coprecocelans trom; o D Ldicsoly Love o £T0) oioge
nel teo his oninoerr, e o207 lol dthic cii breolilg in omone
soncy, md the Lr Lo Lo or wcelerlly sboenowod (lon thoe
collision ocourr.le Vi.on R0 JiPSE .7 Jo Tl oitor 1S
Joo choubt oie ind rcpo=onAlS oz loagpthe eetonb. o Jo-
gcrabing how ko - ould obtemn wfomu biza coacernlin, tle
ciipected rrein-l o of tecung, Conducter Thoros otolod thet
he vvould got clds Indorsw vioa boelore loovias Ul ot
yord ol dhe Tickel Tlete cr rowwte to the C 2 0 J[L‘, 11l
ho seid tleoo 1o 2id go 72u Bl oceroaom holose Joprrtlas
t 8:45 0y .o AL tlc C ¢ O yord ™o oo ole

i " L R
ol vl om0
]
1

L]

sritel op the visoctehortis tolovkone ~ fhas Locowe oo
neeted ot vl LMielnll 2lots Cagl toelor buvt o ooxle tiors
mACNC Wy hordly svoer gscd Ior c-llans Bl CJogoctelor ond
tiet 7o cculd rot obto.m any Infloaction by siiing oo tho
tedlephone ot tlo Junebior waleso thiore wro 2oz ceac on duby
Im tre wislb yord; tliob e ol ocrisd it orutliool guccood,
m1d th~t Lie weg zoverains bhe revenceat of hic Lroin copts

0, yord rulus, neosecodiig cTo occutaci, Imoc zubosocacnt

Ste tomnnb, Co‘ cletor TioTpe LioTol roermwerly bthere vis an
) "

Js o
cpurctor ca Jduby T the vecso ord Lut tleot tidc »oo-rotor
Lo bern rorwved cra gLace vhot tie Bhcrl hed oo Lo

aonyy Bilwes td ea Tloo tolophone voo act newer O tanl e Led
5 otton ove or the lebue of aogaicar (bueve capectud treiag
He soid Lidg engdae - or'zed o moth Clvisions nd thet he

o not rogaired o cocortoan B leoozoboubte of trolne
e going feon one divice.a to cncetlom, bus 30 e lmov
Oorola vos wue ar post due To o sLald vt o ft. loo 1od
never Decn Jigelslined Lr oev . tueilcd Sir ool 0 Lsve ort
withoutk {leholl‘u for Ja2 pvbrone 1t fuechor ~hpor ool
Lfrem e cto 1b131Lu, hwrever, chet ke crvlld (vl coaamal-
cotod ratll T ~yrolor, lourcol in boc Coonotchorts ol dico,

DY Scong oL L]w Dl wvelodiicac, Dot tidfo orccsurc Tied
Pocn rollered wib., Hefore o citor twe ccecel'eat, Lhel 1n-
r.rroticn sv ot ned s oo cble g o1n ool oo D=
ﬂurly chteoin~d "ol Lo cpcrrcu” oLt ot L me, oad
thet hod ke ebbtrained €l 10l

10v2 Dewn proveantol,

FJH“
- (’.'

Inpincaen Codliran, ol che trensfor troin, gtoilll Lot
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ofter poas.ings throulll e wwro Lo sbolpped lor thie flomwen
to elcsce the letchus; o reeeived o precced sionel ond
s opuratlné tlie trein ot © srecd 2L 5 or 6 niles per
hour vhea tlo Jiroaan soid Tstoedy?. o cpplisd tho
stroight rir broiic ol chen eoccdived ¢ gurp sisncl froc
the ccnducteor ond cpplicd the brekes in clncrponcy, c1G A0
gaid the troin hed ctopped ot the tinwe ol thoe collisicn,
cflter tr~velin, o “lgtence of rhout 60 Joote Duc B tho
curve boeling to the Lot Lo vow unaonle te sce thc cowrooch-
iag trodin end he Jid net Locr the s2.dctlc cr e holl,

Tho boll on his e cnzine voe riagirg, oubt "o 1l act
scund nls shistle dve to o city crdircncoe ulozel. prollibit..
the scuading of vhictlco. DBajinonern Ceclhiren fortii:r coo-
toed thet ot tinee the coaduccur ¢Burins infercticn roloe
tive to the noverwat of btroding, ~d scemetiiog Lo is wncble
to get it, buc on trhe Jey of tlic ccendont o 3 not lmoy
vacuror or net tho ccacdueler v oty othor tofocr of o
crov ootefucl tlo rafcoror-ticae. Lo Lurther strted thet cle
oir brozco wore vorlinz proocrly,

Mreron Lily, of tic transfcr troln, ctoted bihot
thea Lo Jirgt cevinnit o glunpoo of tie cupole ol the gpragy-
cr cor coowt e cor loactls stent e erllsd "steooy' to
the cnginenien, tbllfing it ai ht be ¢ cor on Gl o Sdm
but wbheonl le oo 1t wee ou e L oan freexs hic colled &0 Bl
cnginenan to "lcck ocut". Tre onulnc:nn % Coooolicd tlo
stroaight olr brelze osut ton S Lll” Lo casbacca o Lok
out tle leottor opplicd t'ic oir Lroges 12 C1or,Cncy.

Crosgian Mlomon Wiliao~ig, strlacacl ¢t Couwncil
Stroct, luchuh cbout 200 icet " g of the pu iat of cecci-

Gont, cu-ted Lot o troim socoud Mo, 06 Hoo od il ate
gpoc.d vy rbhouat 6 L1les oHuer L ir. e oloco ututuc vl et e
rad vatnescced soves~l netr coliloanas at thas Hoint bo-
troen treins cnd yora cuts oad hod flaosoel g2 of e

n ordcer to proveat cclllisicne.

Troareicster Stonceafler .40 77t s

u\) =)
cxXtre troans gere _overacd D7 1vloe 90 oml Llec yorl onoines
vore recjuired to “““p S0 115 Lo of ficctecicse oINS,
but vould _wve undcr ccalrel Cof1agt sccunl=clogon oadl ombre

troing. Dule 92 roods ng follolgd

"Withon 7ord ludts the . win frocl _ay Do
usced, Hrotecting © nob first—-eleon tro tag.

ISceord-closs rrd CLTDC BT 1ng 1UST L .OvVe
witl dn Urrd linito, preporod Lo st unlosco
tio 1 0in treck 1s scco cr lmowm te oo clecr'

Trolmeogicr Sconcealor oloc ot ©.1 ot ,erd coudactirs

C .
viere roquircel te owtean irlsrotice recordin, the neve..eat
¢l tlrcask treing; thet oboorvoticas bal Loen 100 B¢ ose-
cortein ir the rulce vere boing cboyed, oo puclrlly sl
cpc d of troias Ehrovga [ox’ torribory, ocnd ot - iale Mo
hod nct actlced any fleo rint wiclectaono Lo el o120 to
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troncfer tr-in cexcrclieced weod jJudgr.oat in cing out o the
deiy liae < ithout fipst Cbfoi-in, infocranl.on concoraias
the leccticn of thce sccownd gection. The arronrcrcents
cvoileble for obteining sach 1aforiicticn noy ot acve
con conveniont bulb Conducter Thorpe so he coull heove

ugaod tlz bleck teleslone ond that hed he cbtoined in-
Tormwtion corccrning the roail-coiler troar thix cecilch
reuld ast licve cccurrced,

I

There is cvilecncee thet tho Jwoveicnt of sceonl ~nl
afcraior clrgy fTroing oo’ yood omgiucs trrous s Lhao jonl
3 ﬁtungug by comsidorehlc Oauudf pweecouge ol Tho phyele 1
cancrecteristics oxuctin, wa tle viearnit,. The coooony

J

s o

shonld telie guch stopo rg oy boe pr-eticobic rud az2eepe vy
ty cll incte these oxista Tecerog. T Cupony w2 ire
Ty cl-wdl “\:9 CoJof1eto jPlbu'u“u . oo fulToorzd 1 Jom
Coanun_ wnfoe wlor conecrnia;, the crrivel U7 ftroing, o
uDLTV1 1omn oy wld bo ived oo uwlber te 1asare thet i
ployecn ll, ondorcteoal vl oo 1o ohooeetbold O Gl PR TRIPRE

1
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Clia1r to .« copoad aoen o culte - oLy proelivge, CaL Lo oho oLy
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