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April 7, 1914,

In re Invesitgation of Aeeldent on the Cleveland,
Cinetnnati, Chiongo & 9t. Louls Rallway at
Riveraide Yard, neay Clnelmmstl, Ohio, on
Pabrusry 13, 191i4.

On Fabruary 18, 1014, thors wez & headeand eolliszion betweesn
6 fprat fraight trelin and o gumber of freight ears cooupylnz the
pein line of the Clevelisvd, Clnolnn~ol, Chicego & S5¢. Louls Hell-
way at Riverside Trod, nosr Cinoinnatl, Ohlo, vhleh rasulied i
tan desth of the engineman and howd brokewmen, snd the injury of
the Tlrermene. The investli-atlon of Lhlz eecident vas condnotod
joiatly with the Publle Utlil+ries Conalasion of Okine 42 2
reaelt of thls lavestiostd -n thce Chlef Ingraetor of Safety
Ar- imnges reorits a2 follo =i

At shonut 9106 geie, Febrmery 17, a loscnotive frd the
Chasapeake & Ohio Fallwey 21 =20 2 uht of 43 enrz on the ssstbound
meln te.ek of the (lewelend, tlieinm 14, Chiongo & 7%, Louls Fall-
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way, known as the Blg Four »7' L. 7, . .» western ebnd of this ont
of care holng abdaut 5683 for b v v of Tiverslde Tower, and 1,501

fert gpnat of the gapuel Hl-oob 31l woverndng the sastbound

trreka It Bed DBegn the o uli 2 %0 oil4ge theae oars ln the yerd,

hut on smcccunt of thepa oo -0 1 raom for them they occeupl:d ins
main trrmek until abeut 13120 .76 2% which tine the Chessapwaka &
Ohin locorontive wes out 2°F O, the cars, under orders Irom he
yopdmtater, «nd return-g s °. s uricys of the Chesspesko & Onle
Pallwey. Thase csrs vers t.en rlloved Yo stand &n(ﬁﬁé vain iTRek

witiout flag onratootia w-rl L .# tine of the collision, witieh
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ceourred ot about 3122 a.ne the followlng woraing.

Fapthound faat freigat trein Hoe 93 was en route Trom Indl-
anagolis, Iad,, to ¥ill Crecl Yerd, Cinoinpati. It consinted
af 42 oops and & eaboose, henlsd By locomotive Ke. £407, znd wes

in charge of Coufuotor Temzardin snd Bnginensn Farrell, Trslin
Faoe 98 left Indlacspolla st 9118 pene, Pebmsry 17, 8 houre zné
23 slnutas lsbe. It »eased Fornbank, Oblo, ths firat ftalegraph
station weult of Riverside and 7.% ulles distant therefrin, ot
J110 nev., Fobrnary 13, 14 then delng 7 hours and L3 wlmntues
late, and eollided with the cut of oars neor Riverside Tuwer ot
shout 3122 ageme 20llo trovelling 8t & spocd eat!wmhed Lo save
ba.r #bout 35 =r 42 niine oer hour,

The flrst twe cars o0 thses ocoupylag the mein trics weve
destroyed, while the third copx wag dersiled and darnesed, ihe
loconntive nad tender of traln No. 38 werve deralled zind damsoso
eongliderably, The firet oar in thia troin wag alan dor11:8
and wos wadly davsand, while the nexzt five cars ressined n the
rails., The folloving 17 cars vere derqliled, nany beling deumsgod,
wiile one wes deatroyod. The wattiar st the tise of fhe ¢7lliw
alon »es oleal,

Thals part of the 3z Peur Leillwey i3 & double-trecu line,
and treine ave opernibzd under the uzenuel Block syslsei., A% Lhe
point of accident thers iz no srode and the truek L5 strsizht
ia elther dirsetisn Top move thon 1,500 fest.

Hizht Yordmaater Bump, ia oharge of Rivermide Yard st the

t1 o of tho collizion, atatad thet ot the tiwe the but of cors
waz plveed on the sastbound maln froek thers wag oo roor for
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thom in the yard. He undsratood thst thers were positive Ine
struotions ln effect not to block the mein treok with caram, bub

sald that durlng the period of 7 yezrs which he had epent at
Rlvorside Yard acs switchmen =néd ysrdnestsr 1t hed deen the
practioce to block the main track whenever thers was no room in
the yard, Theae cuts of enrs ocecunying the main traek were
nevey protected by fla2gmen, the ~uly protection being affordasd
by tho operntors. g atated thet tho ears saould have hesn
pratseted, but that 1t was the uraectlco not Co do go und hLe
had meroly followed cut thisz prrotlog. He further atsted thnt
he hsd expacted 3o ele T tna mein treck by 6 sl
Inveatigaticnas to wat nrotection wap afforded esstbound
trainsg aprosohing Biverside at times when the eaztbound trnck
was blocksd with cars devaloped the faet thet 1T thoe track —as
ta be Mlogked far a aumber »f wvird toe digpatcher would isoue
orders pstablishing & single tr-cl >ras Detweesn Riverside 2nd
Starrz. On the gther hend, 20 #7or, .7 tho asatbound trqek was
to be Blogksd oniy far 4 shard 1 o tho dlgputoher woulé nud
out an order st Utorrs hnldlng .~=tbound tenine at thet poing,
at the ssra t1 o lsgsulng owdor:s :ilowilng eastbound treins to
procesd sgainst the enrrsob of v £fic from Plverside to Storrs.
It furthor appesrcd th:3 unen the mein line was ocoupled
with thase cuiw of cwrs the duty 2f affording proteetlon to
theng ears usually felil u-osn tue operntor at Jtorrs, 2.3 alles
enot of Riverside, ~nd tao oper tor ot Riverside, prinoipally

upcn the latter, The nrsotico sewms to have been for theae
ours %o be hauled down the »esthound main teack until oprosite —
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Riverside Yard, then to be backed ascroas to the essthound main
troek snd thence intoe the ynrd, When such cuts of gars pagsed
the towers at Jtorrz and at Riverszlde, st both of which 2 blook
shoot waa maintained, it wos not custonery to make notations on
the blocle sheeta showlng such movenentds, snd the operators did
not make apy in this psrticular canse, This practice iz in
dirset violaticn of rule Nwo. 315, readling as follows:
A regord muat be kent st each block stetimn

of the $ize of arrival ané depsrturs of each

train or englne, witk the traln pumber, the

sngine musb r and Qaousss of any delays thersto]

also the time emok trin or engine enters or

elarrs resseotively sz tie farthar and of the
block In eithor dlruction,

Tt further develored thi t the only record of these movanents

wig kopt in 2 trausfer béaok which all relioving operastors wore
ronuired to slgn. Operior 7elonold, on duty st Storrs at the
ti-o of the collision, suld ae knew the out of cars was pocusy-
ine tha aasthomd mein tyoek at Biversids and thet esstbound

trains woare thepafore oviag 2zxsinst the current of teaffie, but

when asked why he gave Flverside the bleck on the enstbound irack

for traln Noe 98 stotod thot he nresumed thet the tyack had besn
elaryed, as othrrwize tha cperntor ot Riverside would not have
agkzed for the block for that $r-in, MHe stated thet he hrd herd
gtatlioned at Riverside for gseversl yesrs and that this was the
cugtcrary practice.

Onorator Murrey, lecectaed ot Riverside, falled to slgn the

teanafor book when he went on duty st 11.10 p.me An expminstlion
ghowed thnt hia predecessny, Onepitor Lossy, hed slsg felled o

slgn the book 'hiem he went on duty. Operstor Murreyr had Been
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told, however, that there was 8 cut of gars from the Chegopeake

& Ohlo Rallwey on the mastbound tynck, sad thet he understood
the gitusntion iz myperent fron the faot thot he handled two suts
of oars sround the block easthbound trook, using the westbound
track for that jpurvose, He further stated that wiem ftrnin Ko
98 whistled for the Ylock st Riverside he was engeged in other
work and he at cnce got up and =ssked the operator at Storra for
the block, and when ke seoursd L1t allowed train Ho. 98 to entar,
forgotting that the eanatbound track was still cccuplsd. ilis
ooly exnlanation of thiz forgutfMliness was the fact that ile mind
wes on this extra work zhen tr:in No. 98 approachied. He further
atated that the naln traok at Riverslds wes often blooked »ith
cars and thet the only protectiom afforded them wes by the
gporator, whe would bz notiflied of tholr presence by fthe yarde
peator,

Operator Losey, who ~ns on iUty st Riveralde at the ti-e
tho eut of orrs wma ploced on tho o i line, stated that the
disnateher told hin to buck th~ 2:.7r3 25 to the emstbound xaln
tracke  The yordomster notlflied aln that they could not be
hendled in the yard end bo comronichted thiz {pformation to tho
dlapnteher, Iuring bis =lx yrorzt exnerience et Riveralde ho
hed never knocwa of these cury of ¢9ra belng afforded any pro-

tsotlon by flogmen.

Bisnatcher Shotwell, an auiy I7o3 4«00 p.me untll midnight,
wag notified that the ewathound traek was blocked. He d4id not,
kowaver, is-ue an order notifying <1l trains that t?a‘%astbauné
troek would be used 48 a single-treck line, his resson being
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that he dld not kmow how long the ssptbound trsok would be
ocoupied. At midnizkt, howover, he lassued zn order glving an
eastbound train rights ovaer =21l opposing tralnsz on the worg-
bound triek fro: Riverside to Storrs, zo 1t s e¢lenr that he
knew the castbound track was atill blocked., Undsr the rules
goveralng the dutieca of trsin dispateciisrn when being rolieved,
1t wms provided thst they should nake a& written tranafer on
thelr train order books of all outatanding train orders, aud
of all informstion relstive to teeins mhich the relleving dia-
petoher should know, Hotwilthstending the requirezents of this
Mile, Digpatcher Shotwell Failed to show on the tratn orday
bzok tae fret that the spstbound aeln track wes blociked =with
enrz I'ror the Chessnecke « Chio TMailwey, but he alslned thag
Lo told Disvatcher Jorping, who rellaved him, thet the trock
was blocked, This wvss denilnd by Blgpetcher Hopping, who giated
thut he d4id net xzn-~w o2rs were coounying the waln tr-ok until
artter the ecllision oscurred. Tae night ohlef dlsprioher zlso
gtated thet ne bhad no informotlion that the main track vas blocked.

The lonse method in which truins were often handled ln the
vicialty of Rlverside Yerd sas responglible for the edopiimm by
tha aporators ot Hiverside and Storrs of a make-shift aafemiard
to provent mistakos due to possible forgetfulness, Thig arrengew

ment conoisted of placing a roilroad aplke or block of wond
betwean the lateh and the handle of the lavers eontroling main

truck signale, thus preventing a hurried or lmproper movenelt.
~
in this instinea, howsver, Oporutur Murray, arfter liniag up the

switches for s treia movement =t 1:21 a.m., falled to ™splke
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ths lover® eontroling the ematbound signsl, snd when trsin No.
98 whilstled for the blogk he wag able to eleayr the slgnel for
that tealn without detoctiang his srror.

The direct cmuze of this sccldent wss the action of Opar-
ator Hurray in giving 2 faloe clenr blook signel to tyain Ho. 98,

Responsibliiity for the unszafe opereting eondltienz whilch
renderod this acoldent possible, however, must rest with perscns
mack higher in euthordty than Operator Murreye. With the esst-
bound running trsck blookad with oars, as 1n thlg czse, saloty
recuired the satablisbment of n single troek opersting zone
covering the blocked territory. This was the fmperative duty
of trein dlspstoher Shotwell, who should have lssusd the nooess
gary instructions nroviding for safe treln movemsnt lumedlately
upon boing informed of the situstion. Kot only did Dlspatcher
Bhotwell f£mil o perform als duty in this reapeot, but he alao
falled $o weke 2 proper tranafsyr of the walness of hls ofVice
to the dlapntcher whe ralieved 210, 10 reculred by the rules of
the oompany, and lef't tie rellovizg dispateber and chief dis-
patehor without eny record of the condltlion of the block at
Riveralde.

In blocking the muin tr:.cs rita cers, and depending entirely
upenr tho block operatoy tu -»ovyoul troalns from running into thoa,

Yardrester Bump knowingly visl ted posliive rales of tha gonpany.
Hiz only exeuse for sueh vi.l tion was that 1t hag been ecommon
practice to bloek the mein 1iio «ith eurs, end lesve them to be
protectad only by the block operator, during st 1@&@?’%3@ SOVaN-

yeayr poriod of his enployrint at Riverside.
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dperatora Losey and Lattier, located at Riverside and
&torrs, respectively, st the tine the cut of cars was Plsced
upen the meln track, are open to censurs For thelr fallure to

eamply with rule Ne. 315. In this comneotion, howaver, 1t may

be atated that 1t wmz a0t eustonery to observe the rule. HNolther

of theas operators made pny notation on his Dlook sheest, showing

wizen the out of cers sutersd the bleoek. Operator Melonald, on
duty at Storrs at the time of the ocolllslon, fallod to somply
with rule Nee 317 sad gave a elear bBlook to the oporator at
Riverside for train Io. 92 when he had received no informae
tlon vhstever that the bdlook was clear,

Many aoucidents proviously investigated have besn dus
diroetly or indivectly to the fllurs of employees properly to
observe the rmlas lz2ld doym for thelr guidencs by ths rellroad
compsny, and in nony of these investigations 1t has besn shown
that such violntiong of the rules ware common ggourrshccd. Ihe
gouoldent heore under Invastizetion is a typleal 1lluatration of
tha monner in whieh the Tules are oftem flagrantly disregordsd,
the Intantion of the alght yard masteor to lsave the cers on the
essthound maln line fyoc G:05 5.m. until 6100 s.me without ap-
reaglng for proper protection beling an sxample of the dangerous
situstionn which nspe thus ¢reatede The existenos of auceh &

eemdition is a menase to all who travel upon rallronds sand can
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only be the rasult of one of twod csuses -~ elther those in ecuthority
4o not exerclse that degres of superviaion whieh should prevail

at all times and under all condltions, and consequently are
ignorant of the faet that the rules sre being violuated, or such
violavions are sllowed to eoatirue undlsecovered or uncheocked.
Regpousnibility for seesing that ewloyses underatend =zné ohey

the rulses emd reguletions 12 o duty lncumbent upon the officliala
end acoldents wlll contlnue to ocour as long as they, a2 well as

the anployees, fall properly %o rerform thelr dutiesn,



