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Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Traing involved:
Traln numbers:
Engine numbers:

Congist:

Weather:

Times

Method of operation:

Casualties:

Cause:

~0n

SULTIARY

mrie

October 13, 1936
Glen Echo, Ohio
Head-cnd colligion

Trie “Irecker

C.C.C. & St.L. Freight

Extra 2362 East : Extra 2715 Vest
2362 : 2715

74 cars, caboose

diner, tool car,
truck car, der—
rick, 1aill car

8 m.p.h, : 4 n.pelte

Agcident occurred on curve with loig tan—
gent approachinz from cach direction,

Clear
10 a,.m,

Timetable, train orders, and manual block
svsten,

Five iajured,

Failure of operator to display troin-order
gignal and to deliver hold order, and his
further failure to restore block si-mal to
stop position after passasge of vreceding
train,
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December 1, 1938

To the Commission:

On October 13, 1936, therc was s head-end collislon between
a Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Reilway freight
train and an Erie Raillroad wreck train on the tracks of thc Erie
Railroad near Glen Echo, Ohio, which resulted in the injury of
five enployees. This accident was investijated in conjunction
wich the Public Utilities Commission of Ohilo.

Locasion and method of operation

This accident occurred on the Second Subdivision of the Kent
Division, extending betwaen Dayton ond larion, Ohio, a cistance
ol 85.6 nmiles, In the vicinity of the point of accident fthic 1s
a sinsle-track line over which trains are operated by tluetable,
train orcers, and a nanual block systen., Trains of the Cleve-
lané, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louls Rallway, herecinalier Ire-
ferred to as the C.C.C., & St.L., are operated over this line
between Cold Springs and Glen Echo, a distance of 8.8 miles.

he accident occurred about 2 miles west of Glen Echo; approach-
ing this point from the east, the track is tangens for o long
digstance, followed by a 1° curve to the right 2,385 feet in
length, the accident occurring on this curve at a point 2€0 feet
from its ecastern end. Approaching from the west, there 1s a
long tangent followed by the curve on which the accildent occurred.
The grade for west-bound trains is 0.16 perccent ascending at the
npoint of accident.

Glen Echo interlocking tower and telegraph officc 1s ovmed,
naintained and operated by the C.C.C. & St.L., Tue towri 1s
located between the tracks of the two railroads and the hone
interlocking signal governing west-bound movements on the hrie
is located north of the track and obout &) feet ecast ol the
tower, while directly opposite the tover anc Jjust south of the
track there is a train-order siynal pole, about G feet in height,
with a hole in its upper end to acconmmodate o Tlay when There are
train orders for delivery to a train.

Pules 5 and 8 of the train dispatchers' block systcm rules
recad as follows:
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5. BSignals must be kept in position displaying the
most restrictive indication, ex cept when displayed rfor
an immcdliate movement, upon anthorivy of Train Dig-—
patcher,

6. When a train order is to be delivered to a traln
the fixed signal must be displayed at STOP for the track
and in the direction of the apnroaching train, and a
flag or light must be displayed in the place provided
for that purpose, a red flaz or red light indicating "31"
orders or "189" orders that restilict the superiority of
the train at that point, a yellow flag or yellow 1light
indicating other "19" orders.

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, viiich
occurred about 10 a.m,

Description

C.C.C, & St.L. Extra 2362, an east-bound Treizht tralin,
congisted of 74 cars and a cahoose, hauled by New York Central
ensine 2562, and was in charge of Conductor Reuthe and Enginenan
Frey, A%t Osborn, 17.5 miles west of Glen Echo, train oider 9
vags put out To Extra 2362 on form 12, this order readinz as
Tollows:

Eng 2362 run Extra and has right over
all Wescbound tralns Cold Springs to
Glen Echo and will wait at Cold Springs
until 925 anm !laitlanc until 235 am

Extra 2362 passed Cold Springs at 9:43 a.m., according to the
train sheet, passed llaitland, 5.4 miles west of Glen tcho, at
9:54 a.m., and was approaching Glea tcho when it collided with

Extra 2715 while traveling at a speed estimated to nave been
about 8 miles per hour,

Erie Extia 2715, a vest-bound wieck train, consisied of 1
diaer, 1 tool car, 17 truck car, 1 cerrick and 1 rail car, in the
orcer naned, hauled by engine 2715, and was in charge of
Conductor Doy]e and Enginemen Huwauevr,  This train left ilarion,
55.8 miles east of Glen Echo, at 7:92 a.m., according to the
train sheet, with orders to “un extra Ilarion to Cold Spnrings.
Train order 9, above quoted, had been put out on form 79,
adc¢ressed to all trains west and to the operator at Glen Zcho,
but the proper signals were not displaycd by the operacor and
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Extra 2715 passed that point at 9:55 a.m., according to the train
sheet, without receiving a copy of the order, and collided with
Txtra’ 2062 while traveling at a speed cstimated %o have becn .

about 4 milecs per hour,

Both engines remained uprisnt on the rails, with thelr front
cnds qamaged, the second to the seventh cars in Extra 2362 wvere
deralled and damnged, the tender of Zirie Exbtra 2715 wis Scrailed
ant teleccoped the diner for e consiierable distance, anl che
front end of the tool car in the Eriec train was slisholy danaged,
The employees injured were the conductor, head brakeman, wreck
Crene er.ginenan, and tWo car repalirers on oxtra 2715,

Sumnary of cvidence

Operstor DeLong, of the C,C.C. & St.L., on duty at Clen
Echo, stated that Extra 700, » weet-bound motor car, had arrived
at Glen Echo at 8:44 a.m, and that he cleared the block for that
train, It departed at 9:11 a.n., and he then arranzed sgo.e
train orders and forgot about returning tihe rignal to sion posi-
tlon, nor did he disgnlay a f]n@ on th: train-order polc as re-—
qulred by rule. He had no nowlbu)e that EZxtra 2715 was conlng,
the block systewn being handled by the disnatcher instcad of by
the operators getting in touch "rith each other; when he heard an
engine whistle he went to a vindow, and saw the train; lL.e shen
looked at the block slgnal nnd saw tiatb 1% was in proceed nosle-
tion. He restored the signal cto ctop position immedlately, but
he engine then was “ight b7 the oimml and 1t continued westward
Tithout stopping. Operator DeLong gald he ran oufside in an
endeavor to flag the train but 4i¢ not see anyone on the rcar end;
nere were 10 or 12 men sitting on a flat car, either the rear
car or the car ahead of i%, but they did not seem to look toward
11, Operator Delon;; kacw that he was required to display a red
7 1n the place provided Tor that purposc, so as to indlcate
t he had a holg order for delivery, also that he should have
tored the block sirnnl to the rormal s%op position arter the
ssapge of Extra 700,
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Engineman Hummer, of Extra 2715, statcd that as his %train
gpproaohed Glen Echo the aome 3i;nal was dlsplaying a vrocced
indication; the speed of his tr-in w~s about 30 niles por lLour
andlhe sounded the whistle foi' a road crossing located about 200
feef east of the signel. He sald ho wabtchod tnp 51%na1 viitil
the cnglne reached it ond that it was in the clear nositilon when
he passed 1t; he did not see the opcrator, nor <id he look back
at the block to sce vkhether 1t changed, and tho first he knew of
enysning wrong was on secing sone black obiect across the inside
of the curve, about 20 car lcnsths distant, anda on discovciring
that it was an engine he ~pplicd the air brakes in emergency,
reducing the qpeud To about 4 niles per hour by the time the
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collislon occurred. Fireman Setterfield was on the outside of

the curve and was not aware of anything wrong until the ailr brakes
were applied in emergency just prior to the accident, He also
gtated that the signal at Glen Echo was in the clear position
until 1% passed out of Lis ranse of visiony he did not see anyone
around the tower, and Jdid not look back after passing it.

Conductor Doyle, Head Brakenan Laux and Flagman Finley, of
kxtra 2715, were in the diner, the first car in the Irain, and
the conductor entrusted the fla-man wish the duty of observing
the sirnals at Glen Echo. The engine histle was sounded, with
the speed of the train about 25 or 30 miles per hour, and the
flagman went out on the left side of the car and then cane back
1 and reported that everytning was clear. Conductor Doyle did
not think there were any workmen riding on the rear car ol the
wreck traln, saying that he wae positive “hey were on tinc ool
c¢ar, this being the second car, Tlasmen Finley sald that he did
notfsee anyone around the tower vwhen ne vent outside and looked
for orders, and after passing the stacion he did not look back:
e Al not'see the home interlocking signal, Head Brakcaan Laux
leard the crossing vhistle sizgnal sounded for Glen Zcho ond looked
out when passing that voint, but he did not sec anyone around the
tower nor 4ld he know the position of the signal, and he 'as
dependlng upon the flagman to ascertain whether or not thore were
prderg for the train,

Members of the crew of C,C.C., & St.L, Extra 23562 were
unavarse oy anything wrong until immediately prior to the accident,
Engineman Frey, who was on the outside of the curve, said “he '
speed of his traln was about 15 or 18 miles per hour, Firenan
Rathfelder and Head Brakeman Carey saw the opposing trailn across
the inside of the curve and shouted a waraning of canzer; the
enzinenan immedlately apolied the air brakes in ericrency and all
of these employees jumped before the collision occurred,
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... Slgnal Malntailner Prather, of the C.C.C. & St.L,, vas oiling
tae switches of the interlocking plant as Extra 2715 ap.rowched
and he said he heard the engine vhistle sounded. He was ~Lout 500
Tegt east of the tower and on looking wesoward toward the Dblock
1¢ gaw that 1t was in the procced position and then sav ic change
to gtop, Just as the back end of the btender passed it, following
L@iqh the operator camc out anc attempted to flag the train with
& ngWspaper alver 1t had passed,
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Dispatcher Sharrock, of %the Erie, siated that immediately
¢ £ [ 20 - ) b -- - o e ]
ofter Extra 2362 pagsed Illaitlaad that fact was reported to him
and he*called Cperator Delons ai Glen Echo and told him Siat the
a2y .~ 4 o T s .
freight train Pad passed laitland at 9:54 a.mn, and ianscructed
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the operator to arrange to get the wrcecking outfit by as socn as
possikle-, but did not tell tas operator snything about what tiue
the wrecking outfit would be at Glen kEcho and he exnected that .

the operator would have a red signal displayed, in addition tn
the nome signal, ao ag to protect the order for all west-bound
trains. After ExXtra 2715 passed Glen Zcho without having re-
ceived the order, tne operalor did not revort 1t as having passed
there, and the first knowledgse the dzspatchner had of the occur-
rence of the accident was vhen Troinmaster Rordwell ncetified him,

Discusslion

Train order 9, glving Extre 2332 rights over all wast-bound
trains between Glen Lcho and Cold Springs, was addrcssed to all
west-bound trains and also tn the operator at Glen =Zcho; this
oraer wag made complete at 9:06 a.m. Opecrator DeLong cleared the
block to permit Extra 700 to proceed westwrrd, which 1t did at
9:11 a.m., and then the operator neglectad to return the block
signal to stop position, neithcr di1d ne display o red flag tn
show that he hnd a hold order fcr west-bound. Whcon Operator
DeLong heard the whistle of Extra 2715 he restored thc cignal to
the stop position, but too late to stop the train; then he eon-
deavorad to flag it, but to no avail. Onerator DeLong knew that
he should have kept the signals in position to disnlay the most
regstrictive indication, and thet with a nold order to be de-
livered he should have digplayed s rcd flag on trc train-order
siznal pole.

Conclusions
This azcident was caused by the faiiure of an operator to
display a train-order signal and to deliver a hold order, and
by his further failure tn restors a block signal to the stop
position after the paagsage of a preceding train.

Respectfully submitted,

W. J. PATTSRSON,

Director. .



