INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSICN
WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATICY NO. 2716

TEST I'E'’ YORK, CHICAGO & ST. LOUIS
RATLROAD COMEANY
RESORT .IN RE ACCIDEKT
NEAR ALBANY, IND., ON

AUGUST 3, 1943




Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:
Consigt:
Zetimated gpeed:
Operation:

Track:

Teatner:
Time:
Cesualties:
Cause:

Recomuiendrtion:
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SUMMARY

New York, Cnicago & St. Louls
August S, 1943
Albany, Ind.

Head-end collision

Freignt : Freignt
Second 68 : B3
717 + 382

52 cars, coboose : 15 cars, caboose
35 m. p. n. : 25 m. p. n.
Timetable and train orders

Single; tangent; 0.17 percent
agcending grade eastward

Cloudy

About 6:45 p. m.

2 killed; 7 injured

Failure to obey time order

Tnat tne New York, Chicago &
8t. Louls Railroad Company
establisn an adequate block

system on tne line on which
tnls accident occurred




INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMIISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2716

ER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
NDER THTE ACCIDENT RWPCRTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

TES I'EW YORK, CHTCACO & ST. LOUTE RAILROAD COMPANY
September 3, 1943,

hccident nesr Albany, Ind., on August 3, 1943, caused by
T2ilure to obey time order.

1
REPORT OF THE CCMIIISEION

PATTZRS0., Comniecgioner:

Cr. auruet &, 194¢, tnere wag a nead-end collision be-
twesn two frelpnt trains on tne New York, Chicogo & St. Louie
railroed near Albsany, Ind., wrich resulted in the deatn of
Two ennloyees end tne injury of seven employees. Tnlg accl-
dent ves investigetad in conjunction witn a representative
of the Indiona Public Service Commisgion.

1Unler avthority of gsction 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the asbove-entitled proceeding wee referred by the
Commiseion to Commissioner Tatterson for coneideration and
digrosition.
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Locotion of A¢cldent and Method of Ovneration

Tals accldent occurred on that part of the Sandusky Divi-
slon extending betreen Frenkfort Yerd, Ind., and South Lina,
Onio, 144.4 miles. In tane vicinity of the point of accident
tals vag a eingle-track line over wnicn trains were operated
by timetable and train orders. There was no block system in
use. At Albany a siding 1,740 feet in length psralleled tne
maln trac™ on the nortn. The east switcn of this siding was
1,620 feet east of the station. The accident occurred 855 feet

east of the east siding- sw1tcn. Ags the vicinity was approachned

Trom tne west tnere was a 29 curve to the right 1,433 feet in
lengti, followed by a tengent 2,746 feet to the point of acci-
dent. As tae vicinity was approacned from tne east there vere,
in svccession, a 20071 curve to the right 716 Teet in length,

a tenzent 345 feet, a 4°30' curve to tne left 570 feet and a
tangenu 001 feet to tane point of accident. At the moint of
accident tite grade was 0.17 percent ascending eastward.

Opereting rules read in part as follows:

14. ZIEngine and Motor Wanistle Signals.

* % %

SOUND. INDICATION,

B o w

(n) o Apvroaching meeting
wointe. See fuls S-90,

% o

72, % % %

“reins in tae cirection specifiecd by tae
timeteble are suverior to tralns of the same
clacs 1a the omrosite direction.

S5-58. At meeting noints betveen traing of the
same class, tne inferior train must cleor the main
track ovefore the leesvinz time of the superior trailn.

“rains must stov cleer of tne switeh used
oy tre train to be met in going on the siding.

The engineman will give sirnal 14 (n) at least
one mile before reacning ¥* % % g 001nt waere by
trein order tne train is to % ¥ % weit for an op-
posing train. BSnouvld the engineman fall to give
signal 14 (n) as nerein prescribed, the conductor
must teke immediate action to stop the train.
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FORMS OF TRAIN ORDERS.

O
<
o
o~

o

%

=3

3

3
i
@
O
=

Cu
@
=5
0

5,

ta tne nead brakeman to
g rneed oraxeman o

thne

(3.) No 1 wait at Y until 9 59 5 m for No. 2.

The train first named must not pass tne
aesignated noint before the time given, un-

less tne other train nas arrived.

Time-table speclal inestructions read in nart as

Fegtbound treins

a.
tne game class in ine o

(RS R o T e R ) .~

H

Tne maximum autnorized spesed

miles per aour.

68,

Description of Accldent

*

L

ains of

or freignt ftrains

2716

followe:

was

o0

At Vernon, 13.7 miles west of Albany, the crew of Second
an eagt-bound second-class freight train,

as follows:

Second 68, consisting of engine 717, 52 ¢
departed from Vernon at 6:03 p. m.,

Second 2nd six eignt 68 eng 717

C received a clear-
ance card and coples of train order No. 113 reading in part

walt at Albany until six five five
6.55 Pm for No five three 53 eng 382.

* % %

patcuner's record of movnmuut of tra 1ns 6 no
pasced Muncle, 11.2 miles west of Albany and

fice,

about o0:45 p. m.,

P.

estimated
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a

and a caboose,
to the dis-

re 24 minutes

late,
tne last open of-

et 6:20 p. m., poacsed the east siding-switch at Albany

unless No. 535 was into clear, and wnile moving at

At Portland, 16 7 miles east of Albeny,
.. sb—boune ccond-class frcignt train,

wnere 1t wee required to wait until 6:55

an

speed of 35 miles per nour it collided witn No.

o

5'

the créw of No.

rcccivad

a
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clearance card and, emcng otners, coniecec of train order No.
110, Tnils troin, consisting of encine 382, 15 care and g
crboose, depcrted from Portlend at 5:55 p. m., according to
tne dispatcner's record of movement of treins, 5 hourc 21
ninutecs lete, departed from Red Key, 5.8 miles eact of Albany
~nd tne lasgl oven office, at 3:36 p. m., and wnlle moving at
en ~stimated speed of 28 miles ner nour it collided with
Second 63.

Trne rir brates of eacn trein nad been tested and func-
Tlcned properly.

Fro- an engine moving in eltner direction in the vicinity

of tne point of accident, tne view c¢f an engine aponroaching
fron tne obposite directicn was restricted to about 820 Tect,
because of an embankment and vegetation on the west side of
ine ireck, and track curvature.

Tne force of impact moved engine 382 backward 185 feet.
Botn engines were dereiled, rnd stonoed udrignt, badly damaged
and 1n line witn the treck. The first 14 carc of Second 68
and tne Tirst 6 cars of No. 53 were derailed. Of tnese cars,
12 were destroyed and trne remeinder were badly damafed.

It wae cloudy at th~ time of the accident, wnicn occurred
about 6:45 p. m.

Ine Tireman of Seccond 68 and tne swing brakemen of No.
co were killed. Tne engineer and tae front brakeman of
Second &4, =nl tne engineer, the firemon, the ceonductor, ihe
front nraiemen and the flagman of Mo. 53 were injured.

&0-day meriod nreceding tac day of itne acci-
age Aally movement in thae viecinity of tae voint
29 traing.

SN

Discugsion

The rvles governinp operstion ca this line provide that
at a polint wiaere a superior train is reguired fo wailt for an
opooeling orain tne guperlor train must etoo clear of the swltch
to be vced by tne inferior troi-n to enter tne siding. The
ennineer of escn troin must sound the meeting-point wnistle
gignal nod less taan 1 mile before the train rescnes a walting
point.

The crew of eacn trein held coples of trein order No.
116, wnicn requires Second 38, an erast-bound seccnd-clasg
train, not to pasg the fouling point of the east siding-switcn
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et Albeny prior tc €:55 p. m. unlesg No. 53, a west-bound

second-class train, vas into clear on the siding. Second 68
nagseld tne cagt siding-swlten at Albeny about 6:45 p. m. and
collicded witn Mo. 53 at a point 885 feet east of tne swiliten.

Ag No. b3S was approacning the noint whnere the accident
occurred tne speed was about 40 miles per nour. The engine-

men, ctne front brakeman and the swing brakeman were maintain-

ing a lookout enesd from the engine cab. Wnen the cnglne

rcacned a point about 1,500 feet west of the east siding-switen,

tne engineer made a service brake-pipe reduction to control
tne speed of tne train to enter tne siding. Soon afterward,

tne fireman and tne front brakeman, wno were on tne left side
ol tne engine, saw the approacning train and called a warning,

and tne collision occurred alnost immedlately.

Avout 45 minutes before tne accident occurred tne crew

of Second 68 received covles of train order No. 113 at Vernon,

15.7 miles west of Albany. Tne conductor, the flagman, tne
enginesr and tne front brakeman sald tney read the order and

understood tnat tnelr traln was reoulred not to pass the foul-

ing point of thne ecast siding-switcn at Albany orior to 6:55

p. m., unless No. 563 was into clcer on tae siding. As Second

68 was aoproacning Albany tne spced was about 50 miles per
nour. Tne enginemen and the front brakemsn were maintaining
@ lookout anead. Wnen the engine reacned a point about 1
nile ~est ol Albany tne engineer sounded the ‘meeting-point
signel, closged the tarottle -end mede a service brake-pipe

reduction. Wnen thne encine was in the vicinity of the train-

order signel thne gpeed was about 35 miles per nour and ne
observed tnet thic signal displayed proceed. Then ne became
confuscd about tne reguirements of train order WNo. 113, and
momencarily tnovgnt the walting »oint was Niles, the next
station cast of Albany, and he moved the brake valve to re-
lease 2osicion and opened the tnrottle. "nen the engline was
ir tne vicinity of tne east siding-switcn tne front brakeman

celled a rarning and the englneer imncdiately moved the breoke

valve To emcrgency position and closed the throttle. He
estimated the speed of hik trein as 35 miles per nour wnen
tne collision occurred. Tne front brskeman said that he and
tne firemen warned tne engineer of the provisions of order
Pe. 1l¢ waen tne engine was zbout 1 mile west of Albany and
egeln warneC nim wnen the engine wag in tne vieinity of the

west sidinc-switecn. The engineer did not take action to con-
trol tne speed of tne train until after the engine nhad passad

tne east siding-switch. The conductor snd tne flegman seid
tney were on tne rear platform of the caeboose and they were

expecting the engineer to stop clear of tne east slding-switch
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if YWo. 55 was not into cleer on tne siding. Wnen the caboose
reacned a point wnere tney could see tnat No. 53 was not on
tne sidling the oir brakes of tnelr train became avplied 1in
emergency, and tile collision occurred almost immediately.

' The carrier's book of operating rules contalns manual-
block rulee wnich provide Tor blocking of opposing movements,
but thnecc rules were not in effect on the territory involved.
In the instant case, 1f en esdecuste block system nad been in
use, the crew of Second 68 would nave recelved definite 1in-
formation tnat tneir trein was reoulred to stop snort of tne
clearance molnt of the east ciding-switcn, and this accldent
would neve been averted.

Cause

T 1s rfound that tuis sccident was caused by fallure to
obey a time order,

Recomnendation

It is recommended that tne New York, Cnlcago & S5t. Louls
Rellroad Compeny ectablisn an adecuate block system on tne
line on valch tnis accldent occurred.

Dated at Wasaington, 3. C., tals third
day of September, 19438.

=, tne Commigsion, Commissioner Pattereson.

W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.



