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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CCMMISSION

NVESTIGATION NO 2743

ENT INVESTIGATICN REPORTIS
TS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

LLITCIS RAILROAD COUIPANY
December 8, 1043.
Accident neer Cery, I1l., on November 16, 1943, caused by
Tailure properly te control tne speed of tne followlng
frain meving witnin yard limits.

1
REPCRT OF THE COIM:IISSION

PATTZRSON, Commissioner:

Crn November 16, 1943, tnere was a rear-end collision

between a Ifreignt train and two englires, coupled, on tne

Cnlcego & Eastern Illiroie Railroad near Cory, Ill., wnich
regulted in the deatn of one employee.

~Under autnority of cection 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
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Location of Accident snd Metrnod of Ogeration

Tnis accident ocecurred on that part of the railroad
désignated as tne Danville Pistrict and extending between
Erewer and Yard Center, T11., 108.5 Hile ‘Between Osklawn
and Cory, resmectLVely, 1.7 mlle~ and 3.1 n119s nortn of
Brevwer, tnl was g double~track 11ne within yard limits, over
wnicn tralns ware operated by tlmetable, train orders and an
automatic vlock -system. The accident occurred .within yard
limits on tne northward main track 0.61 mile soutnh of the
tower at Cory. [From the scutn the main trapks were tangent
taroughcut a distance of 1.33 miles to this point and a con-
Dlderable digtance northward. Tae grade wag practically level.

Between Caklawn and Cory, an auxiliary track paralleled
tne southnward main.trsck on tne west. At Osaklawn, an engine-
nouse track, was connected to tne aux111arv~uracx and its
switen was trulllnﬂ—p01nt for movements from thS track to
tne auxiliary track. Tne soutn swltch of a crossover 191 feet
long, nereinafter refierred to ss crossover No. 1, wnlch con-
nected tne auxiliary track and the soutaward main track, was
13 feet nortn of the englnepouse—uracx SWlt“ﬂ, and vas facing*
point for fovements Trom' the auxiliary track to the soutniard
main track. Tne soutn switcn of a,crossover 193 feet long,
nereinafter referred to as erossover No. 2, wnich connected
tne soutnward and the nortnward main tracks, was 41 feet norinh
of tne nartn.switcn of c¢rdssover N¢6..1l, and was facing-point
for movements from,the sou tnward to Fh nQrLdWard main track.

Time-ta Dle instructlons read in part as fbllows:

22. CHANGES IN BOCK OF RULES: \ -

. - S s ot ' L
S ] ! . N
N ' N ~

R BN t

k-Rule 93--% % *mnlrd class and extra trains -road
enrines, yerd engines and motors must move on
eltner maln track within yard limlts under such
contrqol as will prevent acc1denu ‘and must not ex-
ceed five (5) miles per rnour unlees tne main
‘track is seen or known to be clear, * * *

\

Descrintion of Accident.

Yo. 94, a north-bound seeond class frelgmt train, consist-
ing of eagine 1966, 62 cars and a caboos stopned at’ Cory at
5:01 a. m., at tne nortnward nome signal WQlGB wag displaying
step. About 3 minutes later tne rear end wnich was gtanding
3,199 fcet south of the tower at Cory, wag struck by Extra
1009 1016 Morth.
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Ixtra-1009-1016 North, a north-bound train, consisting
of engines 1009 and 1016, headed southward, in the order named,
was en route from the enginehouse at Oaklawn to the passenger
station at Danville, 1.6 miles nortn of Oaklawn. The neadlignt
on tne rear end of the first engine was lignted. This train .
moved from the enginehouse track tc the auxiliary track,
tarougn crossover No. 1 to the soutnward main track and througn
crossover No. 2 to the northward main track. It entered tne
nortnward main track 353 feet north of.signal 124-4, tne ap-
proach signal to the northward nome signal at Cory, and wnile
moving at an estimated speed of 8 miles per nour it gtruck
tne rear end of No. 54. .

Tne caboose of No. 54 was demolisned. The rear two cars
were derailed and considerably damaged. The tender of engine
1009 was badly damaged.

It was hazy at the time of the accident, wnich occurred
about 3:04 a. m.

Tne conductor of No. 54 was killed.

Digcussion

Tne rules of this carrier governing operation within yard
limits provide that third-class and extra trains and engines
must be operated under sucn control as will prevent an acci-
dent, and must not exceed a speed of 5 miles per nour unless
thne main track is seen or known to be clear.

About 3 minutes after No. 54 stopped within yard limits,
its rear end was struck by Extra 1009-1016 Nortn. Under the
rules the speed of Extra 1009-1016 was required to be so con-
trolled that it could be stopped short of a train or an
obstruction.

Wnen No. 54 stopped, the flagman and tne conductor were
in the caboose. Tne flagman said that the marker lamps on
tne caboose were ligated wnen ne last examined them about 30
minutes prior to the accident. The flagman saw the reflection
of tne neadlight of the first engine of the approaching train,
and ne jumped off just before the collision occurred. He
called a warning to the conductor, but the collision occurred
before the conductor could leave the caboose.

The crew of Extra 1009-1016 consisted of an enéineer and
a fireman on each engine, and the englnes were moving in back-
ward motion., Immediately after No. 54 passged crossover No. 2



at Oaklawn, Extra 1009-1015 entered tne nortnward main track
and nad vroceeded northwsrd a distance of 2,016 feet at a
speed of about 8 miles per rnour wnen 1t struck No. 84. A
sw1tontendew, wno was at crossover No. 2 when lo. 54 passed,
gaid thet ne obgerved llvnted red marzxer-larps dignlayved at
tne rear end of MNo. H4. Tne engineer cf englne 1016 said ne
gaw a lignted red murker—+amo on tne west gide of the caboosc
but the other members of the crew of Extra 1009-1016 said tne
did not observe the rear end of No. 54 wnen it pasced croses-
over No., 2. Fach member of the crew said ne was maintaining
a lockout anead, but none of them saw No. 54 from tne time
thelr train entered thne northward main track to tne time of
tne collision. The enginemen of tne first engine saild tnat
cosl dust blowing from the tender of tne engine restricted
tneir view of the track anead to some extent. The enginemen
of the second engine sald that tneir view of the track aread
wag obscured by smoke. The engineer of tne first engine moved
tne brake valve to emergency position immediately efter tne
collisicn occurred.

Cause

It ig Tound that this accident was czused by fallure
properly to oontrol the gpeed of tne following train moving
within yard limits.

Dated at Wasnington, D. C., tnis eignth :
day of December, 1943.

By tne Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

Y

W. P. BARTEL,
(SEAL)
Secretary.



