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Railroad:
Date:
Location:

Kind of accident:

Traing involved:

Train numbers:

Engine anuvmbers:

Consist:

Speed;

Cperation:
Track:
Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:
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SUMMARY

Baltimore and Onio
November 24, 1943
Newton Falls, Onilo

Rear-end collision and wreckage struck
by Train moving on adjscent track

E. & O.
freignt

& 0.
passenger

P. R. R. : E.
freignt

Extro 4424- Extra 4496 20

4452 Easgt Tast
44244452 4496 : Diesel-electiric
o7

58 cars, 74 cars, 12 cars

caboosge caboose

Standing : Abovut 10 : About 58&

m. p. n. m. p. n.

Interlocking
Double; tangent; level

Hazy

About 11:10 . m.
2 killed; 78 injured

Failure prooverly to control spesed of fol-
lowing freignt train moving on siding



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2745

I.! THE MATTER OF 1 A’{IN(1 ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDEZR THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE BALTIMORE AND QHIC RAILROAD COMPANY

December 27, 19495.

Lceldent at Newtcn Falls, Onio, on November 24, 1943, caused
by failure Orooerly to COﬂtrol tne speed of tnhe follow-
inq freignt train moving on a siding.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSOlN, Commissioner:

On November 24, 1943, tnere was a rear-end collislon
petween =a Baltlmore and Onlo Railroad freignt traln and a
Pennsylvania Railroad freignht train, and the wreckage was
struck by a Bsltimore and Onlo Rall oad pascenger train on
the line of the Baltinmore and Onio Rallrosd at Newton Falls,
Cnio, viiich resulted in the deatn of 2 train-cervice emnloy-
ees, and tne injury of 64 passengers, 1 vorter, O dining-car
employees, & train- service employees off duty and o train-
service employees on duty. Tnis accldent was investigated
in conjunction with a representative of ine Public Utilities
Commission of Onio.

lbrdbr autnority of eection 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entitled proceeding was referred by tie

Comrission to Commigssioner Patterson for congiderstion and
disposition.
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Baltimore and Chio Railroad

Newton Falls, Ohio

November 21, lﬁ
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

Tnis accident occurred on that part of the- Akron*uqicaﬁo
Division exteading between Ravenna and Niles Junction,’ Ohio,

22.7 miles. Trains of the Pennsylvania Railroad were regularly .

operated over tnis nortion of the reilroad. Tnhnis was a double-
track line over-wnicn trains moving witn the current of traffic
vere operated by an automatic block—51gnal system, vthe indica-
Tions of vwnicn superseded time-table superiorlty At Newton
Falls the eastward siding, 1.33 mileg in length, paralleled the
eastrward nain track on thne soutn. The west switch of tnis
siding was 2,137 feet east of tne tower. Tne freignt trains
involved vere on tne eastward siding, and the passenger train
involved was moving on the eastward mein track. The accident
occurred witnin interlocking limits, 1.21 miles east of the
tower. From tne west the main tracks were tangent 1.9 miles

to tnis point and a considerable distance beyond. At this
point tne grade was level.

Tne eastward home signal of the interlocking, wnich gov-
erned movements on the eastward main track and movements from
the eastward maln track to the eastward siding, was 1,743 feet
west of thne weet siding-switch.

Operating rules read in part as follows:

102. Wnen o train is disabled or stopped sud-
denly by an emergency applicetion of the sir
brekes or otner ceuses, adjecent tracks as well
as Ttracks of otner railroads that are liable %o
pe obstructed must at once be nrotected until
it 1s ascertalned they are safe and clear for
tne movement of treinsg.

105. Trains using a siding muet proceed,. expect-
ing to find it occupied,

% %
Time-Table special instructions read in part as follows:
5. SPEED RESTRICTIONS

eo% W

Traine * * ¥ yeing siding * * * will not ex-
ceed a speed of 10 miles per nour.

Tne maximumn autnorlzed speed for tne passenger train was
70 miles per nour.
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Descrivtion of Accident

Extra 4424-4452 East, an east-bound B. & 0. freignt train,
consisting of engines 4424 and 4452, 58 cars and a caboose, 1in
the order named, stopped into clear on the eastward siding at .
Newton Falls about 9:55 p. m., with the rear end standing 4,290
feet east of the west siding-switch. About 1 hour 15 minutes
later tne rear end was struck by Extra 4496 East.

Extra 4496 East, an east-bound P. R. R. freignt train,
consisting of engine 4496, 74 cars and a caboose, passed the
tower at Newton Falls at 11:07 p. m., entered tne eastward
siding at the west switch, and while moving at an estimated
speed of 10 miles per nour it collided witn the rear end of
Extra 4424-4452 East. Engine 4496 and its tender were deralled
to the north, stopped on their left sides and fouled tne east-
ward main track.

No. 20, an east-bound first-class B. & O. passenger train,
consisted of Diesel-electric engine 57, of tne two-unit type,
1 passenger-baggage car, 4 coaches, 1 dining car, 1 club car
and 5 Pullman sleeping cars, in tne order named. Tne cars were
of stecl construction. This train, moving on the eastward main
track, passed the tower at Newton Falls at 11:0% p. m., & min-
utes late, passed thne eastward nome signal, whicn displayed
proceed, and wnile moving at a speed of about 55 miles per nour
1t struck engine 4496. Both units of engine 57 and the first
four cars were derailed.

Tne caboose of Extra 4424-4452 was demolisned, end the
rear two cars were considerably dameged. Engine 4496 was
badly demaged, and the first and seventn cars of Extra 4486
were slightly damaged. Engine 57 and the first four cars of
No. 20 were badly damaged.

It was nazy at the time of the accident, wnicn occurred
about 11:10 p. m.

The englneer and the fireman of Extra 4486 were killed.
Tne flagman of Extra 4424-4452, end the conductor, tne engineer,
the fireman and the baggageman of No. 20 were injured.

Discugsion

Extra 4424-4452 Eagst nad stopved into clear on tne eastwarc.
siding at Newton Fallg, with the caboose standing 4,290 feet
east of the west siding-switch. Later, Extra 4496 East entered
the siding at the west ewitch, and while moving eastward in the
siding 1t struck the rear end of Extra 4424-4452 East. About
1 minute later, the wreckage, wnich fouled tne eastward maln
track, was struck by No. 20. Under the rules, the speed of
Extra 4496 was required to be so controlled tnat it could e
stopped saort of a train or an obstruction.
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Trie conductor, the front brakeman and tne enginemen of
Extra 4424-4452 were ir tne vicinity of the front end of tnreir
train wnen Extra 4496 struck the caboose. The Tflagman of
Extra 4424-4452 gaid that the merker lemps on tne cabocse trere
lignted wnen his train stopped orn tne eiding. The first ne
knew of anytning being wrong was wnen ne saw the engine of
Extrr 4495 just before it struck the caboose. He was unable
te Srovide protection on the adjecent tracks, as ne was struck
by debris and rendered unconscious.

Ine front brakeman of Extra 4496 was in tne booth on the
tender and tne first Le knew of anything being wrong wag wnen
tne collision occurred. He immediately nroceeded toward io.
20 and ves giving stop signals with a ligated vnite lantern
wien tne engine of Mo. 20 vwazgsed nim about 200 feet west of
tne wreckage. Tne conductor and the flagman of Extra 4496
were in tne ceboose wien 1t passed the west siding-switch.
Tney sald their train was roving »t a speed of about 10 miles
per nour vnen No. 20 vassed the ceboose about 30C feet east of
tne west siding-switch. Tie firet they knew of anytning being
wrong wves wnen tne brakes became arnlied in emergency Jjust be-
fore tne collision occurred. It could not be determined wnen
tne enginemen of Extra 4496 first beceme aware of anytning
being wrong, as they were killed in the accident.

As Yo. 20 was approeching thne point where the accident
occurred the speed was about 55 miles per nour, and the engine-
men were malataining a loockout anead. The first the engineer
knew of oanytning being wrong wes when ne observed ston signels
being civen with a lighted white lantern about 100 feet dis-
tant. he immediately moved the brake valve to emergency posi-
tion, but tne engine struck the ''reckage before tne brakes
became effective.

Cause

It is found that this accident was coused by fallure
properly to control the speed of the following freignt train
moving on a siding.

Dated at "rgnington, D. C., tnis twenty-seventh
Gay of December, 1943.

By the Commission, Cormissioner Patterson.

»

Y., P. ZARTEL,
(SEAL)
Secretary.



