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sugust 24, 1915,

IN RY INVESTIGATION OF ali ACCILENT BNICH OCCURAED OF
TH: CHICAGE, ROCX ISLAND & PACIFIC RAILWAY,

: 4EAR PLATTR “igfﬁ’ %0., 0% JUNE 27,

On June 27, 1915, there wis & hesd-end collision
between teo frelght trzims on the Chicage, Rock Island &
Paoirfic Rellway near Platte Hiver, Ho,., which resulted in the
daath of 3 employses #nd the lnjury of 3 employees, After
1nvastig%tian of thiz aceident the Chiesf of the Divisicn of
Gelaty submlts the followlny report:

The district on which thisz seeldent oc¢ourred L3 &
single track line and extendsz from Horton, Kans,, to Altamont,
#0,., & distance of 30 atles. Trsins ars operated by tise~
curd, truin orders end 2 zznusl block signel system, esat-
bound tralns belng superlor by direetion.

Yéstbound seecnd class freight traln 1lat Jo. 93, en
route frew Trenton, Kc., to Ho:ton, Hans,, ¢onslated of leco-
motive 165%, 29 loaded sna L 4.ty 2ors (1027 tons), and was in
eharge of Conducter Hel i.wvort. .nd Eagineman Stusrt. It
left Trenton &t 6.30 s.2., & nours &nd 29 mioutes late, and at
Lltemont, about 41 =ile< =z t 0! the point of acclident, the
erzw received Pink Bulletl.: Bc. 260, dated June 26, rezding as
follows:

"Heduce to 10 =zilos eor hour over bridge 457

Juzt west of Urin stone., Pogsenger traiing re-

duce t¢ &5 .nz freight trains to 20 miles an

y hour from 4 ~ilece ssat of Clarkadsle to-3tock-
’ bridge.” (

The traln arrived st Clurravals, about 11 miles esat of the
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point of aceident, at 12,04 p.n. Vater was takken, the trala
was given a olear block eignal, and 1V depayrbted ot 12.08 pum,,
§ hours and 38 minutes late. The train passed Stookbridge, a
non-%alegraph atation about 3.3 oiles enst af the point of
ecoldent, and while running et & apesd of sbout 30 wiles per
pour oocliided with train lat Mo, 98 eusd of Platte River
station.
Zasthound frefght extrs 14665, ccomiztlang of locomotive

1665, 2L loaded cars and a dgahoose, eg route from Hortea %o
Treaton, in oharge of Condustor Hackett and Enzlnsman Aekew,
laft Herton at 8,35 mem. At 86, Joseph, Ho., this train
raseived an order to rn from 8t. Joseph $o Trenton as 1at Mo,
98. The traln assumed that schedule and departed from T8,
Joseph at 12.0% Dalte, on time. At Flatte Blyver, 7.8 niles
east, the nanual hlook signal was in the essution position and
the oparator deliversd to the orew & lorz known s® “"Clearanae
Card form A and Boak Restriotion Oard,“ shieh vead as followa:

*Conduetor and eaglinesen st 98

gg::?oﬁgryﬁr@:lm :’f: Ef” ng:tl for block

Blook restriotionst lst 93 may b6 in blocke.

{81gned) Oliver
Gperator,™

Train lst No. 98 regeived thila form without stoppling and paased
the station at 32,30 peme, on tize, &and had precesded to a poind
about (450 faet east and was running at a speed of about 2§
uiles per hour when it ocollided with trein lat Ho. 93 8t approxi-
mately 1231 pule

¥hen the trains dnze %o a atop the two loovmotives wore
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loaked together and had rfallen down the sxbankment on the north,
the Senders golng on the cpponite aide of the tracks Fourtesn
gara loaded with frefight of various kinds were completely
wregked and piled ecn the tops of the loeozotiven,

Approsching the poiut of eaguident fyom Platfe River
the track {a tsngent for 4,100 Bet, folbwed by & J-dogree
surys to the left, 850 fest in length, whioh in tuin ia
Tollowed by a tangeat of 3,100 feets The point of the scol-
dent is 380 fiet east of the west snd of Shis curve. At this
polat the track is on a 12«font riil, and is practically level.
The enginemnn of the westbound train had s view of apprexlustely
1,250 foot. %The enginemsan of the essthound trein, Wing on the
ocutside of the osurvs, could soe but ahout 300 fact, while ths
firemes had & view of about 1,250 fests The westher ot the
tizme of the acoldent wss clear.

Conductor Huokebt, of traln lat Ho, 98, stabed that
befors leaving Horbon on the day of the scofdest he canmparad his
watoh with the astsmdard clock und found 4% te be adout 10
seconds fant. Ne stated that approaching Plstte Eiver he was
riding in the eadoose, snd sweing the blouk slgmsl in the
asution posgiticn he want to the resr anhoose platform snd
rogeived & “Clesrance Card form A snd Blook Restrigtion Cara®
from the aperator, reading "lst 93 may be in the bhlook,” This
he undorasteod to mean thet zls bruln might expedt 4o find traln
1st No. 93 ot Btookbridge, or in the blook under tle pro-
taotion of a flag. ke steted that when hie Mbnoa{s - wan aboud
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3 or 4 gar lengths west of the station at Flatte Eiver he

locked at his watoh and {t was then 12,30 p.m. Be agaln locked
at bis watoh Lmmediztely after the acoldent and it was 12.31 pns
Condugtor Haokett stated that his train started from Bt, Seseph
at 13,06 p.m. snd fipally left the sust end of $he yard at

12.08 pum. The usual ruaning Sime of hias train Tfrom 5%,

Tosaph to Platte River is from 35 to 40 ninutes, and that
batiween thess two points hie traln was seldom able 4o malle

the schadule,

Spakeman Durrant, of trals ist No, 98, sorrodorated the
statements of Condustor Hackett as to the tine the traln passsd
Platte River and ths tlme the aceldent wesurrsd.

Condugtor Hollingsworsh, of torain lst Ro. 93, stated
that before leaving Trenton ou the day of the acslient he oome
pared his watoh with the standard eloek and found 1t to BHe 1
or 2 peaconds off, Ho alsc nentioned the time to hisz englne-
man for the purpcae of goxparisen and his enginemen replied
"0, K.* He stated shat hias tyraln arrived st Clarkedale at
12.00 noon. Vhile water wes being taken he wolked o the head end
of the srain looking for defeotive sars, Ha then wont %o the
telegraph office and apked the operator how traln Ho. 99 wos,
to which the oporstor replied Yon time.* He looked st hils
watol as his logoiotive started frem Clarksdale and it e
12,05 p.a At that time he figured thad his train would be
able to reaoh Platta River by 12.30 petas, but No knew that if 1%
d1d so, the alow ordsr ooid not be properly obererved, He
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stated thed when his angineman whistled for the station at
Btookbdbridge, the rear brakemen, who was riding in the gadbooss
with him, asked 1f he wanted to go to Platte River foy train Ko,
98, Ha replied, "Yes, highedall him," meaning to give hin &
procesd signal. He does not Prosll heering the Wrakeman meke
ARy repark sbout bYoging on elose time for train ¥o. 98, The
traln passed Stookbridge bLstweon 12.19 peme and 12,20 pume by hia
wateabks Conduator Helllgswurth stated that he ressivel a gopy
ef Pink Bulletia Wo, 260 on this trip, but he was under the
izpression that the restriotion was from « point 4 2iles west of
Clarkedale to Stockbridge instesd of 4 niiss sest of Clariknsdale.
Be avsted that the usgal running tlse between Clariksdsle and
Platte River 1s 25 minutes and thet under ardinary eonditions
1% would take about 3 minutee aftier arrival st Platte River to
got into elecr and protest the train, Eo estimmted the mazimum
speed bDetwesn Clarksdale znd Stoekbridge $0 heve sxpeeded I
miles per bour, He 4id not, however, nafe gny affort to have
the sngineman reduce apeed. Imundiately after the aceldont he
lookad st his wateh and 1t was 12,29 pems

Brakeman Varmey, of train lat No. 93, stated that when
the englneman sounded the whiatle approaching Stookbridge he
asked the eondustor whers they ware goiuaz for train No, 94,
The gonductor replied Lot him go If be wepdsz to," vwhereupon he
gave 8 progend signel from the cupola of the eshoose. He
stated that the train prased Stuckbridge about 12,20 PoRta snd

-~
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shnrily afterward he remarked %o the condnotoy “Stuart is oub.
on & 1imb Per lut 96," to whieh the gondustor peplled, SHomaw
body e¢lse L8 sut o3 & Jioh.," This he Interprated s meaning
that the enginemsn wns 4n a precuvicus position with ysgerd to
train 1at Nos 98, to whioh the scnfuctor veplisd that he hinme
sell oceupied the same position. He estimated tha speed of
ils tpain to Rave bosnu Dotween IC and 40 miles per hour papssing
Stoekbridges Ab the time of the socident ke was sitiing in
the supola of the sxboose and he enw $yalu it No, 98 sppreasch-
ing aboub 15 onr lexgths Afotant, Tuzpdiately artar the
agsddent ho looknd at hles wuteh apd 4t was 12.20 pem. He
stated that he had resd pink Lulletin No. 280, but 313 nos
reoail betwoen what polnts 4t restrioted the speed of trains,
Firewan Drown, of trela lst Ho. 93, statod that when
Bis traip was ahous thresequarters of s mile wost of Clarkedale,
ke glanced at Bis watoh ond 1t was 12,08 pune He asked the
engineman where Be was going for traln ¥Wo. 98 and the englaeman
raplied, "X don't ksow yebi,'  Ho setimated the maximum speed
Botreen Clerkodale and Stoekbridge to have Been 30 orp D%
ziles par houry He ssw Trafn lst No. 98 spproaabing vhen
they wore 230 or 25 gav lepgthe dietant, He atated that he
seldon read the Dink bulletine and 414 ot know whether or
not the mles required thot be should read Shem.
The watoh takan from the Yody of Engineman Azkew,

of train lat Ho, 98, aftor the aseldent showed that 1t had
atopped st 12,31 and 30 ecconds, The watoh of Pireman
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Yorpaster of tGhe smme Srain, found ey tm bofler heed,
aliowed Shat Lt Bad stopped ab 13,31 and 86 peeomds, This
avidencs would suem to subgtantiate She etatemants &2 Lon-
duotor Haokebt and his brakeman ag Yo the Sime the acolident
otarrads

nder the Blook rules of the Chicngy, Koak Talsnd &
Paoific Railwey Coe, when traiss are to wmeodt at sn intermediate
elding, 5 train onder satabilisldng & mesting point, together
with a Olesrance Cazd, fpm %A%, snd Bicck Rewtrietion Oard,
an which maet be stated She bloak restristionn, must de given
to sach brain before emberiag the blosk within whbiok the intere
mediate 21ding $& located, 2ud s copy of the train erd=y Lssued
to the eporebors at the sntrances o the dleaks The ules also
provide that 4f f3om any osuse & signalsan should be upabls to
sommunicate with the mexs blook station in advanas, the train
patat be stopped end Lf no cause 1s kuown for detaining the
traln, it may bo parmitted to procsud npen & wuslon card,
Form D, whioh vende ns follows:

ROCE ITS3LAEDP LXEKES

QATTICH CARD--~FOHE Ds
en Dlook Statlon,

fAifdstar and Enginemssl, Eyaln Now 4 ¢n Hesiuazd Track,

oo GLecuts bao faiied. You may pracs SN
with caution, expeoting to M trmek ﬂm X
gonduetors and Engium:s m&lm thic eard ﬁ erly
£illed out and sigmesd pay procsed wikh She & ander
mtm, preparsd to stop short ¢f eAy odetraction in

Operator Price, at Olarksdale, staBed t?w when

train lst No, 93 spprosched iz station he eelled She oparator

ant .

4
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ab Platte River in exder to seguvre the bBleek for 1%, tust aa the
sporator had besn exeused for dinner be 444 mot recelvo any
responae, thersupon he applied $o the traia dispatoher for
instxuotione and the trsis diapatoher suthorized kim to allew
the frain to enter the bdloeks Ee then placed the dlosk nignal
in the slesy position: Eo stated thal $rein fet No, 95 arrived
a8t hils stetion &% 12,04 pene and while wator was being taken

a brokugan omte %0 the windew snd asked hw train Ho, U8 was
mpning, to whioh Me replied, “"On time,™  Phis lnformation B
obtained from the operator at 3%, Joesph, The train started
te pull sway frem the water sank, losated Just east of his station,
ad 12408 peme, and ho reporied the time to the dlopatoher ab
12,19 peme and wor Shen exeusod for dlnmes, He statod thal he
ccmpared hlg wateh with the time transmitted by telegraph et
11.00 aume on %he day of the ageldent and at that time Lt was
10 paconds fast. This welsoh he saod in taking She tinme of
traln Yot Ho. 99 and he 18 positive that §% arrived and &~
parted &t the times atsted,

Operator Qiiver, at Platts River, stated that us traln
st Hoy 98 appyoached hiz station he gulled the operator st
@larksdsle, Tut as no responss was rsceived asd belloving him to
b2 4% 4inner, he selled the dispasoler for Lnstructiono eaud,
being unable to got any response fram the ﬂspa#ahsréagueﬂ
out a Cloarsnos Gard form “A™ and Ricok Restriostion/{commonly
gelled & eantion eard}, resding ®lat 95 msy Be in the hlock,"

whioh informetion ke o%Bainped from $he gperstor ad St Joseph.

He then placed s dlock asignal in the gaution poeoition and
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444 thin she loscmotive of tinin 1st 98 wae approacking the
O stotion, end at thad time 4% was 12,80 peme by his watod, B .-
- stated that he 414 ot stop train 1ot Nos 98 av vequized by $he
!ﬁummmmw, se ths instructions ars pot 40
gelay 68, and Lt Bad bean She sustom, wiwa he wes unable 0
oorsanieate with the next blook sgation In edvamss, %o eall upon

the dlspatadber for instyuctions and in She svent &f Deing
unedis So rafss the dispatoher to Sasue “learatos Qard form
fA* and Hlook Restyiotion (ard” and let the treda procesd.
Operator Oliver stated Shat the only exemimation Bo kad been
gives while with the Chioegzo, Hook Isleand & Pacifis Reilway
was She phyaieal sxznimation which he yeusived ig 1012 when
entering the sepviae of the ccompany. Ho also sdated Shat
prior to the avoldent he 414 not smdevstand $hat wadex the
oivoumstenoen he sheuld have sbopped Srain l1o6 No, §8 and
deiivered qmution ward form P to the ovew, Uperstoy Gliver
stoated thst on the day of the awcident he oumparsd Ms wateh
with telegraph time trenemibied at 11,00 adme snd found his wateh
T D eOYTsot,
Train Maoputoker Beaobam stated that the opayator
at Clorksdale 4id not ask him for permission for train lat No.
( 93 40 enter the Block and no pornfssion was glven by him,
although he 414 $ail the operctor he had nosking for 1t, The
operstor b Clarkedale 4id not tell him §ka% be was {:mu 0

eommmmioate with Platte Fiver. Ho 414 mot expoet Spab train
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1at Wos 93 was going to try to rench Platte River for train
lat Wo. 8. Dlzpaboher Beachem stated that he 414 mot hear
Platee River onll him ao gladmed, and $het durlsg the period
botwoen 12,80 Dutis snd 12,30 puis B¢ waa working on the
wire with Weatherbys He steted thst the rule requlring the
diapatober to provide & train order mesting polut for Szaiss
that were %0 meet at intermediate sidings bud basn supsrseded
by %the verbal instruciionn of w formey superintendent isaund
four oy five years ago, and that under those insltyuekions tralns
wore permitted to enter the bioek under suoh oirdumstances on a
elesranos cards

This mooldsnt wes eaused Wy truin 1st No, 95 attempting
to ¥each Platte Rlver to zoet gpposing supsrior train Lok Fo.s 96
when 1% 414 not have surfficiemt time te make the y»un as required
Yy Tule. For tuis Conductoy Hollingeworth and Zugineman
Htusrt are vesponsible, Goherel Bule B8 reads as follewst

At meeting points belwesn tralps of the sune

alage, the inferiste train musts sleap Lhe mulsn track

befpre the lesving Sdme of She superioxr train,*
VRder Shiz rle truin 1ot No, 935 should have bBeen &n on the
siding, olesr zt Platte River, before 12,00 pame According
to the statement of Conduntor Boallingeworth hbmsel?, at 18,729
DPerts hiz 2rain 88l had over 7 of w mile %o yun defors resth-
ing Platte River and 16 would have hoken at least bhree mimtes
after arrival %o get inte olear or to provide protestion, When
the treln Left Olarksisole it had et the wost but 36 minutes to
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A eompilance with Ahia rule requized ¥hat vhen n cperator is
ymable So commmisste with the blodk sdation in advamse, the
approaching traiz szt Ye atopped and & seubion wnyd, fom D,
iameed, whieh would require the train So precsed uisder con~
trol prapared So stop short of any obstyuetios fn the Wlooks
In thiz Lastance, meither Opersior Pyiae nor Oparator Ollvar
¢ompited with Shis rule, ond sacording to m;tm Benahents
shaSement 4% 48 the usuel practice wader mm of this kind
far the aperator o oall upon the drain Alspateher and for him €0
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Kowasl Blosk rule Mo, 381 yésds as followst

gopion of the opdey sidresssd %0 Sheny

e stated $he Woek restrlobions. ving
regelived these, Slu trmine soppeynsd may pregecd
and fulfiil shelr Seadn axdars

3%
Por necbing sovement oulyt
maﬂg restyivhionst Mo, ¥ meet Ho, 14 3% Gy

This rule also i» not teing observed, and &6 is clofmed that 4%
Bad deen supsyseded By the vertml fnstwvations of & former
suparintendent, In reply to the questlion s¢ S0 vhether be
wae dwere that sny suck izmstructions wave in effest, Superw
fotendend Couglhlin vepified “Wowsr sow than,® XIf 10 was ixtendsd
that thds yulo should be suspended or podified, & notice te that
sfTent ebould Rove been laguel 18 8 proper sopners Any arbitrary
verbal suspension or modiriasation of printed yules ur instruew
ticus by officials or others opens Wy an avanue for a miew
ruderstonding snd oon oot dut fadl $o weaken She rospest of en-
ployses for thnade yules snd to invite loose metbods,

e apesd restriotions ¢avaring She ave of track from
g point four milas enst of (laxksdale Bo Stookbridge had been
in srfreut sinse June B, ond a ohsdk of the train cheets showed
$hat the spead sresoribed had, with ane exeapSlon, Been exaesded
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* pegulations %o govara the epsvation at énhlﬁ is s’ m Shalr
duty t¢ take oll ressonshls msteures tq Wm#m:: and -
rognletions are Obasrved. mm MW ol the part of
ortiolals Mmﬁmaaammwmmm fuil o
m refleoted tn She sttfitude of subarainate supdiysen,
Gonduator m1mmm mm $he suploy of the
Chivago, Rook Xslend & Paviris Relilwey us trw hrakenan in
daly, 1907, and wos premated %o conduetor Satobey 3, 1014,
Bozineman Btuart was employed as & fivesan s
Kavember, 1994, eud wap promoted to engitensy to Gotaber, 1910,
Oparator Prios enterad the sezvies as Agent and
Gporater in Gotober, 1507,
s Gperatar 01iver entered the iﬂﬂw as Agent and

Opevator in Fuly, 1907, resigned in Septembder, 1011, and was

pe-employed i8 Temmery, 1012,
mwmmmmmmmﬂnuntm .
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o mwumg 1912, ant resigned Sa Fuly Yhe wans yer,

_Ho wns reemmployed An September, 1903, sag dtwmiassed In

The imvestigation of this socident dlsgloses ¥hat Whe



