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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2883

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

WARASH RATLROAD COMPANY

May 12, 1945.

Accident at Clarksdale, I1l., on April 8, 19485, caused
by a train entering an open switch at a high rate
of speed.

1l
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSCN, Commissioner:

On April 8, 1945, there was a derailment ol a passenger
train on the Wabasn Railroad at Clarksdale, Ill., wnicn re-
sulted in the deatn of 2 train-service employees, and tne
injury of 20 vassengers and & dining-car employees. Tnis
accident was investigated i1n conjunction with a representa-
tive of thne Illinois Commerce Commission.

linder autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entltled proceeding was referred by tne
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration end
dispousition.
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Tocation of Accident and Method of Cneration

This accident occurred on that part of the Decatur Divi-
sion designated as tne 13tn District and extending nortnward
from Granite City to Decatur, I11l., 104.9 miles, a double-
tracx line over wnich trains moving with tae current of traffic
are operated by timetable, train orders and an autonatic
block-sipgnal system. At the time of the accident tae nortgwerd
main track between Morrisonville and Taylorville, rcspectively,
4.5 and 76.5 miles north of Grenite City, was out of service,
and trains moving in eitker direction between these stations
were being operated on the southward main track. Movements
agalinst tne current of traffic are made only in case of emer-
gency and are operat=d by timetable, train orders and a
manual-block system. At Clerksdale, 6.8 miles nortn of
Morrisonville, a trailing-point crossover 2C2 feet long con-
nects tae nortnward znd the southward main tracks. The soutn
switcn of tails crossover was 2,406 feest souta of tne station.
Tne accident occurred on this crossover at a point 83 feet
nortn of thne soutn switech. Tne main tracks are ftangent
tnrougnout a distance of 16.51 miles south of tnis poin®t and
1.04 miles nortoward. The grade 1g level.

Tae switcn stand for the soutnh switen of the crossover
is between toe main tracks. It is of the nana-throw low-stand
tyne and is provided with an oll lamp. Tne centers of tne
lenses are 22 incnes above the tops of the tics, Wnen tne
suiten 1s lineé rormally a green lignt is displayed. Wanen tne
switcnr is lined for movenent from tne southward main track

nrougn tne crossover to the northward maein track a red light
is displayed.

Operating rules read in pert as follows:

iC. Jolor Signals.
Color. ) Indication.
(a) ‘ Rad. Stop.
w %
(c) Green, Proceed, and for other

uses prescribed by
the Rules.

FOR'E OF
TRAIN ORDERS.
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D-S.

Providing For The Use Of a Section Of Double
Tr As Single Track.
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411 trrcins must use tne track specified be-
tweer the ststions named and will be governed
by rtles for single track.
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The maximum authorized speed for psssenger trains is 80
miles per nour.

Descrivtion of Accident

To. 4, a nortn-bcund first-class passenger train, con-
sisted of engine 670, a 4-€-2 type, two naggage cars, taree
concnes and one buffet-lounge car, in tns order nened. All

g
cers were o el construction. A%t Litenfield, 27.1 niles
soutn of Clar ale, tne crew received conies of train order
No. 49 reading as fcllows:

A11 trains vse soutinward track as single

tracx between soutn crossover Taylorville

and crossover Morrisonville.
No. 4 departed from Litcifield at 10:4€ a. m., 2 minutes late,
deverted from Morrisonville, the last open office, on the
soutnward main track, at 11:02 a. 1., 4 minutes late, and wnile
moving at a speed of 88 miles per aour 1t entered tne crossover
at Clarksdale at the soutn switcn and was derailed.

The engine stooped on 1ts left side between the mail
and practically parallel to them, with trne front end £31
nortn of tne noint of derailment. The tender was torn 1
from tne engine and stopped on 1ts right side about 1C f
east of thne nortnward main track and 500 feet norta of the .
voint of derailment. Tne first car stopped on 1ts rignt side
sast of the tender. Tne second to tane fifth cars, inclusive,
stonped practically uprignt and in various nositions east of

the nortaward main track. The fifth car stooped uprigat and

i~ line witn the crocsover. Tae engine and ths first & cars
were badly damaged, and the rear 5 cars were slightly damaged.
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During the 30-day vcriod prior to tnis accident no mova-
ment ageinst tne current of traffic weas made in tnis territory.

Tne weatner was cle=r at the time of the eccident, walcn
occurred about 11:15 a. m.
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Tae engineer and the fireman were killed.
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No. 4, a nortn-bound first-class passenger train, was
n trhe soutnward mair track at a spced of 66 miles por
rding toc tne tzpe of ths sveed recorder, in territory
ximum avtnorized epeed was 80 miles pcr nour, woen
ne crossover at Clarksdalc st tne soutn sw * n and
r . As the trsin was approacning Clarkedsle the con-
n the rear car end ths flagman was in the tzaird
car. The first these amploys2s knew of anything beling wrong
wes wnen the hrakes became spplied in emergency just befors
tne derailm occurred. Exsmination imnediately efter tne
cclident di s ne south switcn or The Crossover wes
lined for 0850Ver. It could not De deterrined

wnien tae ens rcemne aware trnat the switcn wes im-
mn

bl
properly lin ner wers killed in the accl
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Trne investigation disclofad that tae northwerd mein Track
was out of service botween Morrisonville cnd Taylorville on
account oif thne derailment of a car of Extrs 25038 Nortn, a
nortia-bourd freign t t*all, irn toe viuinit" of Palmer, & niles
soutn of Clarksdalec. The frent portion or Extra 2an was moved

cn toe nortaward maln track to Taylorville, tnen tne eng1p<
returned to Pelrmer on the soutaward main track. Wnile txis
englne was en route scutaward to Paelmer 1t stooped in the vi-
cinity of the crossover at Clarksdale about 10 e. m., ard tne
fron® brekeman wee left o% thlse point. He wos instructed by
tne cornductor to nold all scuth-bound treins nortn of tne
crossover vntil engine 25
on trhe soutnwerd nain tr
trein. EHowever, wnen en
found tnat it would he= n
on the aorthnward mein trs
tne rear portion of Extra 25
patcher issued train order ¥

~

C3 returrned to Clerkcedols from Pelmer
ck wlub tne reer vortion of tneir

ire 2803 esrrived at Palmsr, 1t wes
cessa rv to repeir o daneged switen

ck sefore The intended movementv of

03 could be made. The trein dics-

0. 49, whicn established the south-

ward mairn track as single tracx, end No. 4 received tnis order
at Litcafield. The re-r portion of Extre 2503, tne engine, tne
engirsmen, the cordustor and the flogman were at Palmer, eand
tne frornt braksman rras in the vieinity of tne crossover at
Clerksdale wnen No. 4 passed Palmer about 11:12 a. m.

The front braxomss said e did not cperate either switch
of ths crosscver, and ne other person wes observed in tne vi-
cinity prior to the accident. However, a section foremen end



two leborers, wno were or a rmotor-cnr wnlcn was operated on
the southwerd mein trock immedietely behind engire 2503 wnen
thie engine moved soutaward from Taylorville to Pelmer, sa id
they sew tne front brekomen line tre soutn crossover oWltCh
for entry to tne crossover immedistely after their rnotor-car
prssed tne swlitch. The norin crossover-switcn was cdamaged as
a result of tne accident to such sn extent that its position
at the time of the accident could not be determined.

In this territory movements against th. current of traffic
are pernitted to be mﬂde at meoximum authorized speed. The
automatic block-signal SySuem irn use does not provide protec-
tion for such movements and the meceans provided to euthorize and
govern such movements do not =fford equivalent protection. If
tne pas cenger train involved in this accident hed been required
to app cn facing-point switcnes under control when operating
agslnst tne current of traffic tais accident micat nave been
prevented.

It ie Found tnet vhis scciden
entering an open siiten ot nigh

Dated ot Washington, D. C.
day of May, 194¢&.

By the Commiseion, Commissicner Patterson.



