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‘Dessnber 50, 1018,
IN NP IWTECTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENY MMICR OCCURRID OR TS

TLLINOIS CENZRAL FAXLROAL, AT LINZIIRG, IlLes
DECEBRR 8, 1015

On leosmber 8, 1515, thers was & heand-enud colllialon be-
twaen two passenger tralns on She Illipols Centrel Ballromd at
Lonsbuzg, X1ls, which resulted in the death of 1 employes and the
{njury of B emzloyass snd 00 passengers After favestigetion of Whis
nceident the Chief of the Division of SBafety reperts sz follows:

Horthbound train Ro. 224 eonsiszted of ons sombinstlon
asy =nd thres eomohes, hauvlaed by locomotive 1024, en route from
Catbondalie, Iile, to St. Louln, Moe, and wne In charge of Conduetor
¥ilder and Inglneman Erewsode AF Figpokneyville the orew in oharge
rocelved sn order to meed southbound traln Bos 208 at Lenzburg.

Ca srrival &% Lemsburg $he evew reveived a selsphone mewsage from
the diapatoher suthborizing them Lo pull shesd snd baek In on the
pesying brack, thus .llowln-. Srais lHoe 208, whioh wan & few mine
utes late, %o hela Bhe maln lins. USer completing the statien
umpk, the train pulled sheos S0 olasy §She north passing track
pwiteh, whioh was uRlpoked n4 opeped dy Train Porter Clarkson.
The trala thenm bueked in sn i pasaing traek, eleared the muln
trzok and stopped >bout (40 feeb Fyom Sho geltoh ab wbout 8:87
Bette The train port-r then siloced Bhe switoh, Wub &14 not loek 1%,
and walked buok $o lecowmotive 193¢ while wuiting for train No. 200
Yo ereive, The trailn hed bween shunding for & fow mimutesn when
traln Noy EO8 approsshed, -nl the %¥sln poprtsr r&i@a& %0 the

Buitol, opening 19 Juat before the logowoetive hnuliis train No,. -
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898 reaaked 1%, allowing train Ko. 208 to enber the puasping track
and colitde wlth trein Bos 224, Ohe golltsion cosuriing at abdout
F108 2ette 4
Southbound train Moo 208, en route from St. Lowls, Hos
to Memphis, Tonnm,, consisted of obe boggegs su¥, One moil ear and
three gosnhes, bauled by locomotiwe 1044, and wae In charge of
Condiuotoy Blaney end ZIngineman Fopes AL Belleviile the orew To-
seived the order dlrecting them to meod train Bo. 279 ab Lenaburgs
The train Yerft Wew Abhens, 4.0 nlles from Lenshurg, st 850 s,
tnd oollided with svaln Nos 284 et Lensburg whkile ruzalng at o
apeet estlmstod %o Bave DBosn sboud 29 or 88 miles por hour,

Prain Hoe B24 wre dyiven bBagkwards & distonce of abous
160 fopt by the force of the oollisfon, Yocwmotlve 102¢ and the
sontiastion aar Belag partislly derallel., Losamotive 1044, of
train Mo, 208, was Jersiled, the fender baing Ydly daupged and
the fireman Ellluvds The mall and bBagssge ears remaised on the
tenay, whils the thizd sxnd fourth ¢srs wore dersiled, Sagether
with She forward tracks of the last Qaly

Thils pord of the Illinmofds Qentyal Rallroad iz » 2ingle
traok 1ine, and train povenents are pyotested by an automstie
Yiaek =Lgnal aystems Toalpn orders are bhaplled by telenhonss Ape
proasobiag Lonzburg from the nortk thers 18 en sutomstio signal
within a fow foet of the switel 28508 &b the porth peassing sraek
owitel, with mnether sulaustio eignal located 2004 feet north

Sheroof, The Lragh Lo siralight In suoh dirsesion ;m; mare Shay one
wile, spd sppronching the stoliom thepe Lo o elight aweonding grede

for southbound trainse The weather wun alexy, -
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Engineman Pope, of Srein Hos 205, mm that approsalie
fng Lenzburg, the sutomatie bloek signals were In She dlear posle
tion. He first notieed Praim Porter Claphketn walbdng tewsrd the
gwiteh when this losomotive was abonb 40 or 850 feet fxvn £6, snd
he stated thot suddenly the porter ran to thy sviteb snd opensd it,
Hr thought ke pevarsed his locomative, but was pot furs, end then
stasted for the ganzwey ig arder to get off, but 444 mot hove time
to 4o =0 befors the scllizion odcuvrred, He stated that he 414 not
asply the bBrakes, saying Yhut hes 444 mob think thst he sould ae-
oo 1isk anything by doing ad.

Condugtor Blaney, of srain Ho. £20%, stated that the switeh
wad half open when he pass 4lt on gotting oot of the train alter
the mecident, while flogman Trasmell stuted thet whan he got off
the forwasd end of the pour gsr when golng baek to flzg follow-
faz trains he notlend th:z the swidoh ems partlally oven, end saw
Train Porter Ularkoon running avsy foom the ewlitols KHe stated,
bowewer, that He loeksd «3 $hs switeh target, but 414 mot look st
the switoh lever %o ses whethor or uot 16 was down dver the Nosp,
nodther 414 Be loak =t the swizoh pofntes Wheu be yeturned %o
the awiteh sbortly afbeywayriv he found 4% 1ined for the pugsing
trasks

Enzlaemsn Erawoon, of % ain Bos 884, stated Shat aftey
bacsking Biao Srain in on ¢he suzsing btrack he saw thet She awitoh
wasy elosed By She gortmy, who then wallted BYeok o the loesmotive.
Ha atated shet he and the firewp were standing on the left side
of the locomotlve wher he saw tralnm Ho. 208 nﬁmm/;aa» Ba then
piarted to Dossd the locomotive and bed elimed :mﬁ’ém@ ghone _
wheR he Deard Sie Firamon aalle Ho 414 not Lnow ohat he sald, and
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the colliaton copurred ze he looked &m to see vhut She Tive-
pan vanted, He 8id a0l see ARy one¢ open the awitah,

Tireman Rawk otated thet the tyalan povrieyr sloned the
pwitoh aftey the Srain had Doeked 4n on the passing tyrack. He snd
the engioesan than got off the looonotive ond the engluoaman aterted
to oi) 1%, the train porter returning te she lowmotive at shout
thia times The fireman stated thad Be firet saw trsin Ro. 200 when
1t was obont Ssv miles 4lstang, and the tiain porter started to
walk tomsrd the owltoh, and thon commenesd %o runs Firemen Hawk
stated that in She meentime he end t3e saginemsn had hosrdisd the
loscmative, 234 on looking ashend Be sow the frzin porter spen the
pelbol, train Ho. 200 at this time Belng ad%oub two asr Llongthe
from the gwitehs He ealled to the engineman to Suwmp, &t the sass
time getiing offand remmins o a dlaes of sfedy.

Conduoetor Wilder stated Sh.0 Ba sew %he treln porier
sloss the s7iltel aiter the Srain B0d backed fn om the passing
tracks Ee dld ot know sheth:r or not She porder losked tho zwited,
Byt stated th:at be Bed freguenily suationsd the porter shout look-
ing switehas nrfiey using them, und that Be had laat talied «i4h
hix abous s subieet thres or four duys pricr S0 tho Susurronce
ef the aceidents Arscr the ssofldent Be was talkling wish the train
porser, and the latdar stoted that Be heurd somethine rattle, and
then ras for the switoh, Tt denisd thet bo opemed 1%. Ho stated
that he was nol the first peracn %o sxsnime the awiteh, Hut sald
¥hat whes he 414 exemine {5, At ceanmed to Do in aaﬂé oy in ovory
waye The switeh wns opsn at Shis time, end the lever out of the
goakot and ~ullsd pard way erounde He further statod Bhat the track
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in the vioinity of the selitod was oot GOPR Wy, ond thers was no
indication that locomotive 1044 Rad Deen derailed prior to 00le
1iaing with his train,

T Prain Povter (larkeon atated SEat afer the train backed
in on thoe pessing $rmok he closed dhe switoh, end foticed that
the switeh polnt fitted $ight agalnat the pell, bBut stated that
ke 414 not look the switeh. He thenr walled Back 0 She loopmndive
of Mz traln and listensd to the convercation bBetween the cuglae
nan and firemen. Shortly after train Ko, 208 eaume in afght he
startod for the switeh, and whonm abomt 10 Cest from it the loco~
sotive of wraln Hoe 205 passed the evitel sad embtered the passing
traoks He then kuew Shat something wse wrong «nd ran down the ot
bagkmont ¢ut of the way. He deonled thad Be pan Sowsrd the awitgh
a% any time, or that GLe opsned L% Just Defore trelnm Hos 208 passed
1%, stating that he had not even rosched She awiteh when trein
Hoe 208 puossed 154 4bout 10 smimutes ufber the esoldent be went
book So the switeh, and & 3hds S$lue seveyal poople wers exnuining
1% 284 the switoh target was fumes aptially avowmsds

He Be Chrdamun, siont ab Lensbhurg, stated Shat the switeh
wos alosed after trein Wo, 394 ma pleay of the mudn line, As
tradn Ho. 208 approashed he wont oud on She station platforn, and
o seeling the flrasen of tr:dn Hoe R24 Jusp frem the locomotive
and mmn away foom 1%, he looked Sowerd tyeln Nos 200 apd sow 1%
ohter the switeh and coliide -ith traim Ros 284, At this $ims
the switob was open, and the switoh Sarget wes ved, indlenting
shut the switob waa apen. 2

Readnacter Boni stated Shad, in exspany with five other
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aftislals of she yallroad, be made e onreful exsmivation of the
ewitoh and found Shat the throat meawured 4% Anehess When She
sviteh wvas closed the switeh point sus about ene-fourth ineh from
the rails Ho stated that the signal maintainer sald thad ho bad
examined tho switah the preseding day, and that sn openisg of cne-
quartsr of an imeh would operate the sutcmstle signalss The voad-
wastor stated, bowewer, thet £ oonoh Bud Leen Sorailsd on Whe
switah tles and dragged back through the switeh, csusing siight
demage %o 1%, and making the switch peint stand opens If & men
stood an the bridle rods the switeh polnt wuuld eloss tight agalnet
the rall,

Thies aceldent wao caused by Train Parter Qlarkeon opsfe
ing the north passing track switeh »hen Sain Nos €08 wus within a
vary shord distence of the swiged, allewing thet trein %o enter
the passing track and to collide with Sraln Mo, 28¢, He admita
that he 414 Dot look the ewitsh whem Be olosed {% ertor s train
had backed in on the passing Srack, snf although he denled having
oponed 4% as train Wo. 205 approached, the onginenmn of thot trals,
and the fireman of tyain No, 224, sbate thuk Shey saw him run o
the switol and open ite The ovilonte further indlsated that traln
Ho, 205 wea B0t derailed until the woilisien soouryed, snd the
owitoh therefore muek Rave boen openasd im oxder ¢o allow the tyain
$o enter the passing trueks

Lensburg 15 the regulur meeting point of thase two txwins,
it being the custom, when doth ave on time; for traln Ho. 224 %0
hold the mafn liae and for Trein PorSer ¢larkeom 0 open the owiteh
for the purposs of allowlng itrala Woe 209 to ember the passing
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tragks ¥He had been guing thio for some Sime, and 4% L8 possible
fhat when Beeriy €6 She switol Do somentarily forget that his om
troin wog on Yhe pugcing Yreek end pPes S0 the sviteh end opened it
to sllow Srain Mo, 205 te entor She paceling tyoek, as 1% wez the
sustom for 1% o do under ordisaxy conditdons.

Train Forter Clarkeen had bosn enployed ap such sinoe
Jaly, 1909, and hod o olesr weoords He waa thoroughly fauniliay
witk big quties, whioh embraged the giving of esslstencs in 9o~
nection with the handling of the Sxalu, suoh ar She ploklug wp or
setting oub of omrs, She handling of switobos, obs., s8d bBe wss
eoncidered by the other pembors of the grew of traln Ko. 204 to "
be a reliablae mun.
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