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IF¥ RE IBVENTIOADIOR OF AN ACCIDNENT WHIOR QOOURAIR OF THE

TOLENO, ST LOULS & ﬁ?ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ RAILEOAD BEAR
VEEDEROBURG, IHD., OF DECZHDYR £4, 1018,

én Doosmber ¥4, 1915, thers vas & headeand gollision bHu-
tresn o passanger traln and a2 Troefght tralo op the Toledo, Ste Louis
& Vost-ra Bailroad noar VeedeTsturg, Iad., which zesulées in the
&suath of 1 engineman and 3 firemsn, and the inary of 19 pacsengera,
Aftor investigotion of this aceident, the Ohiaf of the Divisien of
Garaty suhmits the Pollewving repordi
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This part of the Tolndo, 5% Louls & Weat«rn Reilmo
a wiagle~Srauck line, trein novemenis belng nroteated by a mmmmal
bloek siznsl systoms. The tower at Veedersburg ie loentsd at the
sroeslng of %he Co CUs Oy & 5%, Le 204 Cy & By T reilroacs snd ia
whad 1@& fout weat A the srocaing of the O e O & B8, L. and
Te Hhe Lo & ¥ mallrondss Thin towsr soutrolz a US=lover 1nlere
looking slant, of whieh 1 levers ~vn &n aper tlon, On the day
preseding this ascident sho Intzrlicciias plant wms put out of ser-

vise By a derallment on the T Ov Ta & BBe Lo By, and on the Jday

the aoperstore In addition oo talegrspble conneotions, She towar
hae mumersus taloephone sconncoeblons.

Appronching tho soint of sceident from the west, there
f4 sver threa miles of Yon-ouy Sradk) approsching fyom She oust
theroe Lz 500 feeb of Lanuons, o surve of thres Jegrees o the
rigbﬁ, 500 faet 1n lomgth, 507 Teof of tangont end 6 surve to the

1ot ar two degreos 19 aminmuten, bhle cupve being about 1,400 feed

tn lengbh, The solllaien cocurrcd Resr the atddle of this Inst
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qurwe, st whioh pelnt the Sragk 12 on an asgending grade for west-
pound tralns of J80%.

Enstbound pesasager Sraln Noy 4 evnsiasted of one ampby
baggegs car, one cumbléation Basgage and exnyress 6ay, ous woubine
atiom mail and peseonger ey, end two ouaches,; all of wmonden oo~
atruotion, haulad by loscmotive 48, and wns 1n eliarge of Conduetor
Vineent and Fnglnenan Bennets,s X% lafs Uhaylesten, 111,, 2% 18:34
Daltey 2U nimuses lade, and ub Oates, Inde, the orew iz charge ro-
geived cpples of toain oxiors Kose 86 and 68, reading ap rollowss

Train opcer No. 938,

"o 4 wngs 42 wald a3 Cabes untll tuwo forty
2540 pa We for Fos 05 onge 1084"

Train order Noe 08,

Pkl iy R g
tpa 105 asat at Frantforbe Meeb sxtra 107 cesy ab
Blapk¥s Hi11.%

Train Noe 4 Lefy GCatow &b 2144 Pla, 40 zinules laze,
aZhr Baving recalved the above avdsrs, together with s olearanss
esrd Porm A snd enntion gard, whiob atated that the otop signal
s for brain orders Heos 83 and 58 and Shad the blook was cleay.

AL BIBE pamey when zbout 7 milos eaph of Catos, traln
Roe 4 oollided s1th westbound sxsre 174, ville raoning at 4 spesd
sutimatsd %0 have been about 5O slles per hours

wWogtbouat oxtre 174 coanisted of 4Y Qorw and s oahoose,
hauled by locomebives 174 and 104, and was in ehazse of Sonduotor
navidson and Togloeman Bowser and Donaldsons I8 leld Frankfort ab
12370 pame 80d Sreivod ob Mollstt b 2184 pems A% Shis 0imt the
arer in charge resoived an order thet braim Noe ¢ was runcing 45
pinuges lates 2orora 174 Shen left Hellodt, at 2128 p.n., and
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arpived 38 the enst awiteh of Veoldsrsdurg at X148 Deke, a% whish
point 1t had boen ths intenbivy t0 Sake the eiding for trzin Ho.
4 Concuvlor Deviduon aslled the operater 6% the Sower for the
pursese of getiidy srders on brain Wo. 48, the noxzt opposing traln
afLer traln Mo 4, shd war 20LlE % procced dowm the melin d1uck ea
thers wero orders for his train to most train Hoe 4 ab Catwes. The
Greln Shen starfed aband apd sbtarysd ad the sroewaver 68 ascount
of the asignels belng out of ovdaer. A pignsl bo progesd wig Shen
reaeived frus the Pizzoen and as the Mrein pasesd Lhe orcasover
the sparelor hamdsd o the orew goples of Srain order FHo. 70,
recdlng asx felloat

"HNoe 4 alge 188 tube slding and weet 2xa, 174
wash ab Tnbes,?

The arew les rscelwvod 3 olesrande ¢zpd Form A afd qau-
slon onre, whieh abated &bt the Dioel vas goeusled by tinin Yo
25, & geoond olans wenvioane Iraizht traipme Batrs 174 deurted
feom Tesdershurg at abous 2000 e, it when shous 2% miles weut
af that statlon, eollidsd ik tralzn Hos 4, while rusning ad a
apoed entlmaisd S0 Bave beon  bout S0 ullse por hours

ALl shree loocomo .iveos ware conalderably dspmiged, the
eppty bajsaqge oor ob txals Hoe 4 wes dostyoyed, 28 well an Sever-
sl enrs I8 the fredzhs frain, ile others were lgas geriocusly
Jemageds The employses illcu vere the Piresan of the pascenges
icopmative, and the sagincuon, Tiromen and a student fireson on
the lending locomotive of she rPaizht Sralm. A% the Yime of $he
aooldent = severs snon wturs 08 regling, aae&ayanlﬁé‘by & hirh =ind.

Dlopasebor Jewroll 28 Lod thao srain ordor ¥o. 70 dlre

sohad Svaln Yoo 42, locomotive LGH, o meed extra 174 at Gatas,
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aa3d thos 1% wap Iseusd almultesecnaly to the operstors ot Vendops-
arg, Tur azbra 174, wnd at Ceyuga, Y iraln Ho, 43 %When sids
orier was repe-ted hagk o him, he ald not nobtlce anyvhing wrong,
and wre poslitive st btraia oxdar Ho. 70 was repexted to Mm by
both aperstors o8 reading iroin Hoe 42 end pot tvaln Nol 4.

Opapratdy Denny, ot Oaypaxe, stated thot bae recelived tesin
ordar Bes 70 from $he dlepabohar snd vepested 1t baeh hefore 1t
was penosted B  the operator ad Veederaburge Be stuted that the
oxder wvhioh ko reesived read &had Sradn Wos 48, locomoiive 148,
wouls Boke She 2iding .nd meet extra 174 at Qutess. YHe furthar
shated IRl vhem the erder vios Tepesteld By the operuter at Veeders.
Burg he wno buay lsouing opders %o the opnducter 22 train Yo. 4%
amd sould aet @ey “katber the opsrufor st Vesdursburs repentod 16
traln Ho. 4 or tyadn Wo, 47

Uporasey Robbdns, on Juty st Cates,; stated thnt tialn
Hoe ¢ ar3ived b that pofnt ot 540 peme sad that he delivered
synin ordera None €8 and 48, togethor =i6h 4 clenyance onpd from
& ang soution osvd, whioch ostated thef the 2% 2ignal wus for train
arders Bose 88 and 88 and thnt the blook waa clesr. Then anked
Bor e inew that She Wlook was olear, he sdated thob e "juut took
g ghanoe;® Shad he rong the opersior st Teedershburg three tises
for the urpess of getting the hlook for train Ho. ¢, but could
nob 208 un anewer, wid s he tock s okanes and let tho Sraln proe
oneds Ne stated th+t he hoard the tralf &isputoher zend STain or-
sor Hos 70, Wut $hat be 244 not hesr bhe eperator i Veedsvahurg
repeat Lhe opdsr baek to the dlgpateheri Opsrator Robbins further
gtntsd thut the Wloek ruler rouired an operator %o hold a Srain’

I
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whntt Be aan BoY 2e6 the blesk, W that 1t was the suatom, vhen
Bhe opepstor wis uRabhlo 5o obtaln the blook frem the stetion next
in adwvares, to ask the disatebey If %he blook was slear. He atae
tod, however, thot %o wus Wmay ad the time freln Woe 4 was a2t the
station and 26 414 not ask the diszpatoler ocngarning the goendlisico
&8 the Blook: Onepnltor Robbine furth-w stated that he @i fod ro-
Mownbar nb what time trals Boe 75 cleared She bhloek, and that he
wag unebls 5@ reseh she opevoicy &% Veedepsbhurg to rerort She tvain
B Being elesr of $he blook amd %o obfalm the dloek For tyain Wo.
4 Ho slon atafed thzl g troln Yoo 6 was leaving Gotes, ot 2144
Dafe, Ne szpin 2llad the aper -tor ot Yesdepolurg and re.orted

Ehat grain Hoe 4 hel sotered the Dloek and stoted thet She operalor
8 Voederabuty oald someshing :00us on o3i¥ae I8 & Pov sinutes

the oper-sor ab Veedersburg «s. léd him on the telepbone anc acked
what he gald ehout tezin oo § snd he bold him &het % leolh Goten
Wt 280k el The ajersior % Veoedersturg then told hiw thut he

bad ap order Tor Lrain No. 4 3o wob exira 174 st Cutos.

Onoapator Tuear & Teegneshury bowey, stahed Ghal be is
smeloged by the Qloveland, fincinnstly Chiosgt & #8. Louis Gall-
Ton e If 10 Bhe dudy of ahr opertor 5% this tover to hanile all
train orders for the Clevelisn:, Cinolnoati, Ohlosgd & Ht. Louls,
the Ohieng aRd Raudern 41linoia, 4nd the Poledo, 4. Louis &
“satarn Nallvoeda) he aperates Lie interlockinsz plapt gontaining
31 Iowers and bleeks ti-las on sne Talming She Louls & Womioza.

In adiltlon So the anove, %0 i- roculred 5S¢ hRandle the businses
al the “estern Unlon foleosrn b Com anys The tovay lz cognectsd
by Selepbene, +1th %wo sutlyins siddinze on cuel of tho e T Ou &
Ste Le and the Ty 1% Lo & " Toilrosds; with the eity ezobanze
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snd with the train dlspatober of essh of the threo rallrcada.s
Sperator Luons stated that when She traln dlspalsher

gatled him Por the surnoss of fseulag tradn order Wo. 70, he was
woPking with the Indianapellias Vestorn Uolom Pelegraph effico. B
had regeived Yhe chogk of the mossege and kpow thad L6 wog only a
ten-wopd mosoage and therofore rialshed takling 4t belfors answare
ing tho train dlspateher. He then coplad traln order Ho. 70 as
recufring tesin Noa ¢4, locomobive 168, So most extra 174 ot fabea,
and rope.ted 1% to the disusteber in thst Yorme HMe <14 not hoar
the opereloPr ab OnyRgs repost the oxder o the dis stoher, 55 To~
uire: b the lag, az the telephone Bell renz when he had fig-
fshod ft-king zbe grder, and he at opte answered the Selerhone.
Aftey 2Aving the oyder th the orew oF extira 174 as thet $raln passe
od the ercssevsr, he returned o Ohe Sower and eanlled the oporator
aty Ontez over the telephone for the purgpose of putiting the oyira
in the blook detween Vesderaturg and Caten, and wax tol: By the
gperator st Cates tBat brain Yoe ¢ had already left that colnt on
route Lo Vesdoraburg. He further stoted that 1t wus hils under-
atanding ht in the oane of following movemsuts bobtween frelsht
traing 1t was parmicsible 3o issue s olealange eurd Form & ond sou-
%ion oard, without ashking for the bloel; that 12 this parblicoular
aase ho had pegursd the block for tredn Neo. 285, which lof't Veedera-
varg 25 sinutes abasd of exbra 174, and that Re felt asfe 1z plww
inz s elasrumoe oaPd %o sxtra 194 withoud sgeln acking for the
Blook or ascortaining derinltely ‘hather Oor B0t bhere were ony Op~
sosing Srudng §n she blookte He alag stated hat aoverding to tralam
arder Mo, 70 ao cepled by hin, cxtya 174 wos 0 mesd trals Bo. 4

b Cates, and he Shoerefors sy posed hhot train Nos 4 woulsd he
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hold a2t that point unsil axtra 174 arrived theres Traln Bos ¢
bad beenm losiny time and when he ocopled tealn opder Ro., 72, whlah
indlented th+t lonomotive 188 was hauling Srain Noe 4, ke papposed
thaz looomotive 4% had falled and that lewwotive 166 had boen
subati{tuted, After he hod returned fpom J2livering the order to
extra 174 and Lhe gperchor at Cates $old him Shat traln No. 4 had
emtered the Bloek, ke tried to pench extyn 174, Wb w82 nob suce
ceanfily; 20 ths & boosy ab %ot time wasr abouds ane-guarior of a
mile beyond hls towet.

Condueotoy Davideon, of eutrae 174, stated thad wills the
hoad brakeman wes opening the sudfeh 36 Vesderaburg for She pure
~oge OF heuding Sthe train inte the siding, he enilud Lhe opersior
oa the Selsphone and was bol!l to procsead Jowm the main iine tc the
grosgovar, as there waz apn oxisr for his tyain %o moot Srainm Ho.
¢ 8t Caltose A 380D wai Maie 1% 02 gpoasover, of ascount of ihe
ivtorlocking plant h»efns oul of service, at shioh $ims the opave-
tor was talXios with she #£1 wsn oo hed Been sdatlonsd at the
SPOsBoTer, and tho Ltroln oroes ., Le Opry tor bandinmy on sendes
af srodn opder Bos 70 ¢ nh  _ccomdtives paowed hime Condustor
Pavidson atated $hud e cu. =iLilny on the ssesni looamobdlve and
handed o she englnemen the ou ¥ of the apder received by him,
Both of thom read 1%, and s recaried ahout locomstive 1828 hauling
train Hoe ¢ Inctend of loconotlve 42, and euspossf that thoe loco-
potive had besmy obanged,

Inginemen Domalovon, 37 the seeond loemotive of extra
174, stated thut <hen he received traln order How 70, end sew Lhet
toscotive 188 war on trainm Nos 4, ke supposed thet 1% wes notlng
ag a helper op acoount 4 Lhe gevers gnow 25820
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The dyrest ssusze 2 Shis agaldent wes asi srvar on Whe
papt of Operator Lusaz at Vsedewapurg In sabesituding train Hoe 4
for train Kos 42, hile copying erder Hos 70

Qnorioy Inene gslalms he regested the onder ag copled,
it ¥his 1o dontod % the Srain 4iepatsher Jewell; tha corveat row
seating of ihe order, thevefore, 12 = sDestlon of yern-iiy batvesh
thears two Bployned.

Semirtmising to the safuve of shle »zagident i+ the fall-
wre of Oper Soy Lucke, ot Vesdsraburyg, wnd of Uperctor Rebbineg, a%
Rakes, to oper-ie, I acacrdonce wdth the rules, the wavusl bYleok
ayatan oslgned to prevent acoldents of this ochaructrr,

Tae riler zovernin: She opersiion of the zonusl ¥loesk zye
stem re-uire tkat 9 abecluie olear bHloesk mart be obtelned in ad-
ranpse befors nermitsing o trsin to onbter, HBud this rule Loeon obe
nepvad, SPein Noe ¢ eonld z6t have loft Qetes until 2 elonr block
hat hwen iven by bthe osperior ot Vaesdersborg, snd extrz 172 gould
no% have 1loft Veedersburg unitll e olsapy hlosk hed boen given bWy
the eperitor at Catose In this instamse Uperster Lebbine, =hen une
shle 8. cormanlests WAth the operalor at Tasgerainmig, »ilfully pore

witded trsin Ho. 4 Lo snber the Mlosk, withont flrst Rnowin: <hether

or not the blook was olesxr, snd, aceomding %o Ble ouwn stoiahent,
"Peok 4 ohanse.® OGporater Lusas permitted extya 1V4 to snber the
bloek without surmunisating with the orerator at Catas, ond #1hhe
out tnowin: whethey 07 0% ths Dlook waz eleap, uslng as en ¢x-
sune thzt he thought he wan authorized to peruds one Treight train
o follow 2z precs . ing Trelisght Srelp in the Bioek on a3 Blom fapd
without obbaining 2 oleur blook, whem by the ke such 4 precties
i# speelaily probibited, Yor such dorelistlion of Jduly on the pard
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of those two amploysen, there Lo O exultes

In the rules governing the opevsiton of the danual Blogk

Byutom, under inatrusktioma la rule B-06, whieh reads as follows:
“The puriose of the belegraph block syatem rles, is
to further 28fe-puard brafn movenente, ¢ze with another,
end AG far as Possible to the mazimm of gontrol by the
ahuoluse blosk; the uwse of the parsissive Woek delirs ro-
ghrioted So exge tilons warvanbted By condinlous, To this
midy Uperntors, Tretinnen and others are pequirsd o oo
operaie wilth prompiness and ouYea.™
A monusl blook ayston ouerstéd Im the sauner in whigh
shiz syeseam wen operated 1 this fnstanoe fails ensively in 1w
MEpose, snd 18 a blook sy-top in Bane «alye
General mie S1G la 44 2ort as followst

*Tagh Qusy .Sii redw:ving bthe order shduld gbe
gorTe -hether She othars repest soryestlye”

A pumpliange »ith »ule reniived Lhut operstor Luacs ald
Teglzrsburg end Jpey 207 Tenay v Ouyuge, should have listensd
“hiile bthe other sey rorycins She oxdsr and had they done this,
tho ervor in order 0 -wulo nrotsnly gave been diseoveraed.

Tue doweasis lin T tlLilos cveddent disoloaes =@ =rTOP
on the part of an opeyr "o 1o oL Ty 8 iealn grder; a dlpobedi-
waco of rules by sn oyt r An -awitding e traln So enter &
block $hat he 312 nod oo . alear, & pisunderstnding on the
part af 48 Opor Or sz %0 ohe .o.lieation of the rule governing
folllvwlng movements, apl  non-ohsvygance of a pule requlring ope
spabors %o listen 5o orerr leln., reseabel in whisk they are in~
volved, Thess conditions Sueo H. 7how Shad thore 12 s lazidy in
wig ob-orvenge of the oosrs . ia; males of this raillrowds

Opsealor Lteas ke wnen mploged ats Veedorsburg es an
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srerator zince Mereh 8, 1913, previous to whieh he had had 9
yonra? exporience as a Selearsiher, JGperstor Robbins had bdemn
ag;loyed =o ool sinee Desember 6, 1905, wihlle Gperator Denny Lad
uoon amployed as suoh ab Cavizs slnce Sepbeubor, 1013, previews %o
+hioh Be had had & yeors' telegrapble oxperdende. Clapstobor
Javell wup smployed as an operaior in 1889 spd resigned in 1904
fie way re-c@ployed $n fusnst of the ssme yeay and in Novestae

ad prémoted fo ilsz slohere The resovis of ell of Yhoae moft vare
ciear and nooe Bin hern an duby in violastion of any of the proe

vislonw ol the hours of sorvige law,




