INTERSTATE COM/ERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTCN

REPORT NO. 3567
TLLINOIS CENTRAL RATLROAD COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
AT VAN BUREN STREZT,
CHICAGO, ILL., ON
APRIL 25, 1954




Date-

Rallrvoad:
Locatlon:

Xind of accldent
Trains involved:
Train numbers:

Congiste-

Estimated speeds,

QCperation

Tracks:
Weather
Time
Cagualties

Causge:

- &= Heport No. 3567

SUMMARY [ )

April 25, 1954
Illinois Central
Van Buren Street, Chleago, Iil,

Bear—end collision

Pasgenger Passenger
901 205
2 electrically * 4 eglectriecally
propelled vassenger propelled

units passenzer units
4 m. p. h. 10 r, ». h.

Timetable and operating rules,
yard limits

Three, tangent; level

Cloudy

12 33 a. 7.

102 injured

Fallure to operate following train
in accordance with special

instructions governing movements
at designated polnts within yard

limits .



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO, 3567

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY €, 1910.

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY

June 7, 1954

Accldent at Van Buren Street, Chicage, I11l., on
April 25, 1954, caused by fallure to operate
the following traln in accordance with
speclal instructions governlng movements at
deslgnated points withln yard limits.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

CLARKE, Commlgsloner:

On April 25, 1954, there vas a rear~end collislon
between two nassenger trains cn the Illineis Central Rall-
road at Van Buren Street, Chicago, I1l., which resulted
in the 1njury of 99 passengers and & traln-service
employees. Thls accldent was lnvestigated in conlunction
wlith a representative of the Illlnois Commerce Commlsslon,

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referrcd by the
Commlssion to Commissioner Clarke for conslderatlon and
disposition.
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Location of Accldent and Method of COperatlon

This accident occurred on that part of the Chicago
Terminal Divislon extendlng between Randolph Street,
Chicago, and Kensington, I1l., 14,49 miles, Tralns of the
Chicago, South Shore and South Bend Rallroad regularly are
operated over this portlon of the Illinols Central Hallroad.
In the vizclnlty of the point of accldent this 1s a three-
track line, over whlich tralns moving with the current of
traffic are operated by timetable and operating rules.
There 1s no block system in use 1n tke immediate vicinity
of the point of accident. A catenary gystem 1s provided
for the electric propulsion of tralns, From west to east
the maln tracks are desigrated as No, 1, southward, and
Nos, 2 and 3, naorthward. Yard limits extend between
Randolph Street and 11th Flace, 1,15 miles south of Randolph
Street, on these tracks. At Van Buren Street, 2,660 feet
south of the station at Randoliph Street, a platform 1,100
feet long 1s provided for passenger traffle on track No. 1,
This platform i1s located on the west gide of the track, A
retailning wall and the statlon structure extend along the
west slde of the platform, A canopny type roof 1s provided.
The accident occurred within yvord llmits on track No. 1
at a point 334 feet south of the north end of the station
platform at Van Buren Street. From the ncrth on track
No. 1 there are, 1in succession, a tangent 1,476 feet in
length, a 0°45' curve to the left 82 feet, a tanvent 66
feat, a 0°45' curve to the right 82 feet, and a tangent
920 fret to the noint of accident and 118 fset southward.
The grade 1s level at the point of accident, In the
vielnity of Van Buren Stireet, yard traciks parallel the maln
tracks on the east.

Interlocking 1imlfs extend between Randolph Street and
a polnt B41 feet north of the polnt of accldent Interlocx-
ing slgnal 130, governing south-bound movements on track No,
1, 15 located 1,074 fert north of the polnt of accident., The
aspect appllcable to this lnvestigation and the corresponding
Indication and name arc as follows’

Aspect Indicatlon Name
.Yellow PROCESD AT RESTRICTED AESTRICTING,

SPEED.
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The controlllng circults are so arranged that when the route

1s 1lined for a south~btound movement on track No, 1 the signal
i1ndicates Restricting whether the track lmmedlately south of .
the south limlts of the interlocking 1s occupied or unoccupled.

This carrier's operating rvles read in part as follows:
,DEFINITIONS.
Restricted Speed,--Froceed preparéed to stop
short of traln, obstruction, or switch not properly

lined and to look out for breoxen rall, but not
exceeding fifteen miles per hour,

Timetable special instructions read in part as follows
9%, Yard 1limlit:

Randalph Street to 1llth Place Tracks 1, 2 and 3
L .

All trains must move prepared to stop unless the
maln track ls seen or known to be clear through yard
linlts as described above.

* H A

1205, Electrlc tralns must come to a complete stop
at least 100 Teet to the rear of standing traln on

saﬁe track before proceeding at restrlcted speed
o

There 1s no prescribed maximum authorized speed for
passenger tralns in the vieinity of the peoint of accldent.

Descriptlion of Acceldent

No. 801, a south-bound first—class Chicago, South Shore
and South Bend passenger train, conslsted of two electrically
propelled passenger unlts in multiple operation. Both units
were ol all-steel construction, and both were power unlts
Thls traln was belng operated from unit 28, the first
unit of the train. It departed from station track No, © .
of the upper level at Randolph Street at 12:30 a, m., on
time, vas routed to treck No, 1, proceeded to Van Buren
Street, and stopped 1in the vicinity of the center of the
station platform to load pasgsengers. It started from this
station at 12:32 a, m., on time, A few seconds later, while
moving at an estimated speed of 4 mlles per hour, the rear
end was struck by No. 205 at a point 334 feet south of the
north end of the station nlatiorm,
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No. 208, a south-bound first~class Illinols Central
rassenger traln, conslsted of four electrically propelled
passenger unlts in multiple operation. These unlts were of
all-steel construction, The first and third were power units,
and the gecond and fourth were trallers, Thls traln was belng
operated from the control compartment at the front of unit
1117, the first unlt of the train, It departed from station
track No. 6 of the lower level at Randolph Street at 12:31
a, m,, on time, wae routed to track MNo. 1, passed signal 130,
which 1ndicated Restricting, and while moving at a speed of
between 10 and 15 mlles per hour 1t struck the rear end of
No. 9Q1.

No equipment of elther train was deralled. No. 901
stopped wlth the rear end a few feet south of the point
of collision. The rear unilt was somewhat damaged, and the
other unlt was slightly damaged. No. 205 stopred with the
front end about 15 feet to the rear of the precedlng ftraln.
A separatlon occurred between the second and third units,
The front end of the flrst unlt was conslderably damaged,
the second unit was somewhat damaged, and the other unlts
were slightly damaged.

The englneer, the conductor, and the flagman of I'n, 205
were Ilnjured,

The weather was cloudy at the time of the accildent,
which occurred about 12-33 a, o,

The unlts of Mo, 205 are vrovided 1ith S type electro-
pneumatlc brake eguipment and sn H-6 englneer's brake valve
with elcctriec gontrol head at each control station. A safety-
control ferature which orerates in conlunction with the
controller 1s provided. This traln conslsted of two 2-unit
assemblies, each of which was mede up with a power unit
and a trailler unit seml-permenently coupled, These unlts
are equipped with automatlic connectors by which alr and
electrical connectione sre made automatically upon impact
when coupled to simllar units, The regulating devices
were adjusted to maintaln main reservolr preasure of 105
pounds and brake-plpe pressure of 20 »nounds.

Dlscugslon

No. 901 departed from the upper level of the statlon
at Randolnh Street and stopped at Van Buren Street to load
passengers. Decause tlimetable speclal lnetrvctions reaulre
that all tralns move prepared to stop in thils vieinlty, rear-
end protectlon was not orovided. The engineer said that 1t
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was ot ralning at the time the traln stopped. When the’

traln started from thls station the englneer was 1in the .

gontrel commartment at the front of the first untt. The- -
: conductor was In the rear vestibule of that unit. The flegﬂ

‘man was in the front vestibule of the second unit, All

members of the crew sald that before thelr traln departed

from Randolph Street they had observed that the flxecd markef

lighte at the rear of the traln were llighted and dlsplayed .

red to the rear. Yone of the members of the crev saw the

approaching traln before the accident occurred, The conduttor

eatlmated that the train had moved southward approximately.-

30 to 40 feet from the polnt at which passengers had been

loaded when the rear end was struck by Mo, 205, )

No. 205 departed from the lower level of the station. -

at Randolph Street and was routed to main track No. 1, As "~
thlis traln was approaching the polnt where the accldent =~
oceurred the englneer was alene in the control compartment
at the front of the flrst unlt. The menbers of the train
crew were in varlous lacations in -the train, The headlight
was dimmed. The brakés of this traln had been tested and
had functloned prorerly when a running test was made after
the traln departed from the gtation platform. The povrer-
operabed wiper on the front window of the control compartment

1as in operation. Raln had fallen in the vicinity, and the
ralls were vet. The englneer sald that he thought a light
raln vas falling when hils traln emerged from the lower Tewel
of the statlon. He had not seen the preceding train when 1t
departed from the upper level, He, estimated that hls train
dld not exceed a speed of 15 milzs per hour at any polnt
between Rendolph Street and the polint of accldent. He

§ald that he observed the marker lights of the preceding
train, and as his treln approached the point at which 1t had’
stopped he made a service appllcation of the brakes of about
7 or B pounds. Imnedlately afterward he felt the wheels of
the first unlt sllde. He released the brakXes momentarily
and then made a service application of from 7 %to 12 pounds,
When the wheels of the first unlt again sl11d he became
concerned and made an emergency anplication of the brakes.
He egtimated that the speed of the trailn was about 10 milies
per hour when the colligsion oceurred. The members of the
troln crew sald that the operation of their traln wes normal
and that they were unaware of anythlng belng wrong until the
brakes were applled 1n emergency immedlately before the
collislon occurred,
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Examination of the caquivment of No. 205 after the
aceldent® ocecrrrad disclored that the controller was in
the "off" pesition, The handles of the automatic brake
valve and the reverssr had been removid and thelr posi-
tions at the time of the accident could not be determined,
The broke valve cutout cock was closed and the electris
feature plug was 1in pcsition for electro~pneumatic
operation of the brakeas. The brake shoes of all unlts
were found to be tlght agninst the wheels. Later thls
equlpnent was removed to the Burnside, I1l,, shups of the
cerrter, On Anrill 24, 1954, after plpes and electrical
connectionsg which had been broxen in the accldent were
repalred or plusged, the equlpment was tested, The brakes
functioned as Intended in all tests of the brake valve 1in
toth automatic and electro~pneumatic operatlion, The safety-
control feature Tunctioned properly when tested. No
defective conditlon was found 1ln any of the controllling or
braxe apparatus, Nunercus slid-flat spots, some of whlch
were of recent origin, were found on the whesls of tne
equipment.

Timetzble special 1nstructions of this carrier reculre
that all trglng move prepared to stop unlegs tne maln tracks
wlthin yard limits between Randolph Street and 11th Flace
are seen or known to be clear. Electric tralns must come fo
a stop not less than 100 feet tc the rear of a standing
train on the same track, Apparently the englneer of No. 200
miLsjudged the distance in which hls train could be stopped
vnder tae cxlsting conditions and did not take action 1n time
to stop short of the precedling train.

Cause
Thig accident was csuscd by fallure te operate the
foellowing train in accordance with spcelal instructions
roverning movemecnts at designated points within yard 1imits.

Dated at Washington, D. C
day of June, 1954,

thig seventh

=y

By the Commlssion, Commlssicner Clarke,

( SEAL) GEORGE W, LAIRD,

Secretary.



