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in ro Investigaticn of seeident which oc-
curred on the Iliinois Oentral Raile
roed pesy Efringhew, Il1,, on
Saptenbar 8§, 18186,

On Beptewber &, 1614, there wes a hoad-end eollie
sion detwesn Two freight trains on the I1linois Central
Reilrosd near Effinghew, T1l,, whioh resulied in the decth
of one employee, After inventigetion of thiz scciden?t the
Chief of the Division of Safety reports as follows:

This part of the Illinodis Centrel Bailroad 13 &
eingie trask line; trains ars opsreted by timgetable and train
orders, the only black aygter in use arfording protection Tor
fbllauing noverents, Anproashing the polnt of aesldant Srowm
the scuth there is & eurve of 7 degroes leading to bths righb,
about 700 feet in length, s 3=-dogres curve to the lefi, 700
feet in longth, fellowed b o 8-degree survs to the vight 2nd
then 150 fest of tengemt to the nt of agcident, Approsoh-
ing from the north the treck is tansent Tor sbout 1,500 foeot,
With the exoeption of short stretohes of lovsl track the grode
is demeending for morthbdound troins, verying fros 1 Lo 2€,

On sosount of hille oovorod with brush and trese, loeated juast
south of the point of sesident, the vigion of the englne corews
of the two trains wap obscured until they wers within about
200 or 800 feet of each othex,

Southbhound extra 95° conslsted of 27 cora and a
oaboure, in charge of Conductor Sohoenberg ond Prginersn Dup~
l1rp, At Newtom, £5.83 miles fror Effinghem, the orvew i
eharge received, Aamong others, & copy of trelrn order Ho. 41,
reading as follows!

®Ho. three fifty six 556 Eng. 917 mset oxtra
952 south at Effingham.”

The train left Newtom at 5.208 p.m., paszed Dieterleh, the lest
open telegreph office, 10.6 miles §rum Ef?iashamgﬁa% 825 paxtey
andé at about T.00 peme sollided with train Ho. 388 at & polns
about three-guarters of g wmile north of LfTiagham,

Northbound trelin Ho, 284 oocmmicted of 35 osrs and a
oaboose, heauled by looomptive 917, and was ip charge of Cone
Quetor Herris sod Engineman Clayton, It arrived at Effinghsn
at sbout 8,20 pa.r., at which point deven traln orders were ro-
ceived, among them train order No. 358, reading ss follows:

RExtra 952 south has right over No. three Iifty
alx 356 Eng. 917 Newton to Wheeler.%

The orew nlso redeived a copy of train order No, 41, whioch pro-
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vided that irein Wo. J5€ wounld meet extre 952 et FLP

this order having the effoct of suparseding train order He, I8.
Trein Ko, 306 left Bffinghes a8t 6458 peke, and collided with
axtra 902 while ruminlng 6P & spe«d of about 2% miles an hour,.

Botl: locomptivez wers gulte dbadly damsged, but re~
wmainsd upright, whlle several gars im trein Fo. 30€ were doe
stroysda

Cosfduotor Harrls, of treln Ho. O08, cteted that when
uls trein syprived at Effiaghanm et 6.20 p.x. he wep in 2 huryy
%0 reaoh his home in Palestine, B4 nlles from Effiuchan, be-
fore he hed Lewn on duiy 16 hwwurs, In order to aveid deing
ticd wp R gulw polnt on the rozd, the l8ehour Yizit ezpiring
ad 10445 pems Cog&l and wabter were teken at Effinghem and two
curs vwele Set out, e steted Lhat woen he went for his priers
e ro&d them over as {ast am he could, sliimed thenw end returped
baew o the opevricr fopr the purpose of having thew made oomw
victe. He reglatored snd then the operitor geve hir & vresrage
readlag ey fuliowst

"If netesoary, veduee tvain 8o s to rake Paolesge
tine for 30Z,"

Train Wos 500 15 A southbound pasasenger truein dve to ieave
Palestine st 9.3% p.ma Aftor gebbing thir rpespgoarze he put the
regicter chsek ou it, inatead or uzing tianks whioh are nrow
vided for the nurnese. Conductor Barris stated that the only
treins he was thinking about mesting were traine Kos., 967 und
J9L. FHe alsc noeld that if he veed troin order e, 41, snd

ho wes sure he (ld, he woad It ap providing for hisz trein to
raot traln Moo 998 Ingtead of extrn $02, and the register
shov-ed that Grain So. 982, &8 well es train Ho. 867, had ar-
rived at Effingham aevar&i hours previously. After gebti

his orders oomplete he ren boek to the losomotive, bomrded it,
emd sajd; "Lotts po.®" Yo then hended the orders %o the cne
glrovan, who started the train. The engincmen then resd the
orders to himeelf, alao the ragister cheok, ani than got wup

on the ssathox &n& remarked thnt extre 952 hed the richt to
the track to Whaeler gver thelr traim. He ntated that badh
he and the sngineman were uwnoortain as to thelir orvders snd the
enginenan told him %0 get out the orders and make oceytain, and
ke read tralny order Wo. 38, which provided that extrs 952 hed
rightes over traiun No, 358 fron Newion to Yheeler. At that
monsnt Engineman Clayton apnlied the air brekes An smevgency,
ané Conduotoy Harrier stated that he looked ahsad, asmw the apw
proaohing train gné Jurped fros: the loeowative. Condugtor Har-
¥is further stated thaty when he reed over hiz orders in the
telegraph office he read them very rapidly and 4id not koow
whether or not the operator was able to understand him, and the
only explanation he had to offer for the pocurrence of this aos
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aident vas thnat he was in & hurry end overlooksu extyre BL%.

Insinoman Claybon siteted thei wpen reacy 0 leave
Lffingher the eonduetor zave a prooeed 2igawl Lrow the front
of the losomptive, ané he &t once sbarted o work stean.

The oonduetor boarded the locomntive and hended to hiv & number
off préers, and he shut off steam end got éduwn on the deck of
the loeomotive to yrewad the orders anc eramine the register
check, He ve2d the order to peet exbra 52 el Lificghewm,
vhile the recister cheok showed thet trainse Heos, 287 aud Y92
hed arrived. e stated tnat there was & eorplieaied lot of
orders, sore of wihieckh had expired, and they were not as clear
a3 %they 3hcild have Dean, and he maked the ¢onducetor Lo read
them taek ¢ hir. He then as.wed the eonéucior abont the wneot
rith sxira GLE av Lifingaem, ape olained thet whe oonduetor
to1d hip thet extrs 252 haé been met at idgewood, snginexan
Clayton steted trat he knew tand ha had ret an extra &t thav
point and thet 14 won neauled Dy a looumotive or the PHO09
tlars, but 4id not see 1ts nuwber. Eagineman {layton alsc
gtatsd thet he gew exdbrs 268 woen it waeg sbout 28 car lengios
éistant, et wnlob time the speed of his train was between <U
and 26 miles an hour. He miso 88ild Lhat he wus suye he réad
the orders 1o tue eonductpy, pur that ha &id nol pive weem to
the fireman,

Bead Brakepan Dimmivt, of tredn Ho, 388, siated

thet ne was Tiding on the left side of tne locomobive, toat

ke diq not ses the orders zné dié not hear what she wuginemen
said when ke was reading them, He said that he usvelly rsad
the order= wheu the eugineman and ecniusior were througn rith
trem, Bul tnet in thiz gese they were giscussing the corders

&z the %trein proessdes. die Pirst infrranbicn thet e Srain
had bBeen overlooked wes 'vnen he Eew the headiight of exbra 982,

Thiz secident was omused by the srew of train No.
338 failiug to cobey train ovder Wo. 4l rejmulring theiy train
1o meet exura 952 at Effingher, for which Conduetor Horvis end
Enginewen Clayton are vesponsible, Condustor Harrls stated
that he wam in a hurry, thar he rerd she srdevs to tin opsrator
in & hurvied wanner and did nob lmow whethoer or noh Bhe ogaratoy
eould mdargtand him, that he aheooked the recister snd wold
the enginepan o start the train, entirely overiecking the fagt
that his trein shomld walt 2t LfPinghem for evtra 95&%. Conduge
tor Harris 1r slazn at fault for his fallure to have snginoman
Clsyton read the orders to hir sloud before allowing tha train
to prooeed, Aesoxding to Engireran Claytonts statewents, he
inguired of the eomduotor eonosmming evirs 958 avter starting
bis trein, and wma told thet 4t had peosed thelr train at e
preceding station, the conduotoy evidently having trein Xo. 998



- -

on his mind instead of e¢obrn 8bi. Hogardless of this fach,
howerar, th? rogisdar 114 not shoy $het extre 552 had arrived
ab frPindhan, sno kad ke road ovsye his orders $4 the odpduotior
heTore @sarding, the solouctorts error undoubtedly would have
veon discovared,

Uorduoctor Harrie enbored the ampvice in 1908 as a
brovemur, and in 1906 »an »rowoten to condustors cnglbersn
Slavton antered wne seavvice sy @ firenan in 1902, and in 1206
498 aromotad o mpainswel. The reearis of both off thess mey

vars mood,

Unndnohor Harels and wpelineran Ulayton laft Prlevtine,
AN rauds ko Ceantralia, ab .58 wua., and wore off Auty st Cone
tralia for 3 houwrs . 15 minutez. The redurm S2in ©ror Volie
wralia to Paleating gag sbarred el 1,45 o.m., 30 thet &t Lo
tu e nf menilant thope men hed Poes gr duty on sgrTerste of
AWME 42 hours,



