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Date: March 8, 1957

Railroads: Peoria and Eastern : Chicago, Mllwaules,
St. Paul and Pacific

Location: Walz, I11,

Kind of accident:
Traeins Involved:

Train numbersg:

Locomotive numbers:

Consists:
Speedas:
Operation:

Tracks:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

Side collision

FPreight

No. 95

Dlesel-electric
units 5619, 5616,
and 5617

9l cars, caboose
36 m. p. h.

Interlocking

Single; tangent;
Jevel

Cloar
6:53 a, m,
5 injured

Frelght
No. 77

Dlesel-electric
units 80D, 72B,
and TEBA

118 cars, caboose

7T m, p. h.

Single; tangent;
level

Fallure to operate the P,& E, traln in
accordance with gignal indications
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CUMMISSION

REPORT NO, 3740

IN THE MATTER OF MAKTNG ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

THE PEORTA AND EASTERN RAILWAY COMPANY

AND
CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE, ST. PAUL AND PACIFIC RATLROAD COMPANY

May 20, 1957

———

Accident at Walz, Ill., on March 8, 1957, caused by fallure
to operate the Peorla and Eastern traln in accordence
with signal indicatlons.

A ———

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION®

TUGGLE, Cormmlsgloner:

On March 8, 1957, there was a side collislon between a
freight traln on the Peoria and Eastern Rallway and a frelght
train on the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Paciflc Rallroad
at Walz, I1l., which resulted in the Injury of five train-
service employses. This accldent was investigated in conjunc~
tion with a representative of the Illinols Commerce Commission.

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Commerce
Act the above-~-entitled proceeding wes referred by the Commls-
sion to Copmissioner Tuggle for censideration and dlsposition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Operaticn

This accident occurred at the inlersection of the
Peoria and Eastern Railway and the Chicago, Milwaukee, St.
Pavl and Pacific Rallroad at Walz, I11l. The crossing 1is
designated as C.M.3t.P.& P. Crossing by the P.& E., and as
Walz by the C.M.S5t.P.& P. The designation Walz 1s used in
this report. The crossing 1s located on that part of the
P.& E. extending between Indianapoclis, Ind., and Urbana Yard,
I11.,, 115.8 miles, and on that part of the C.M.St.P.&% P. ex-
tending between Terre Haute, Ind., and Faithorn, Ill., 148.0
miles. Walz is 81.9 miles west of Indianapolis and Sé.T mlles
north of Terre Haute. 1In the vicinity of the point of acci-
dent the P.& E. is a single-track line, over which tralns are
operated by tlmetable, train orders, and a manual block-signal
system. The C.M.St.P.& P. 1z a single-track line, over which
trains are operated hy tilmetable and train orders. There is
no block system in use., The tracks Interseet at an angle of
63°357. The track of the P.& E. 1s tangent throughout e dis-
tance of 5.8l miles immediately east of the crossing and a
considerable distance westward. From the south on the
C.M.St.P.& P. there is a 1° curve to the left 2,045 feet in
length and a tangent 1,991 feet to the crossing and a con-
slderable distance northward. The grade on both lines 1s
practically level.

Movements over the crossing are governed by interlocking
signals. Approach signal 19 and interlocking signal 18,
governing west-bound movements on the P.& E., are located,
respectively, 1.37 miles and 572 feet east of the crossing.
Approach signal 56A and interlocking signal 56, governing
north-bound movements on the C.M.St.P.& P., are located,
respectively, 1.68 miles and 1,991 feet south of the crossing.
Signals 19 and 564 are of the one-arm upper-quedrant electri-
cally-operated semaphore %ype, and signsls 18 and 56 ars of
the two-arm upper-quadrant mechanically-operated semaphore
type. Aspects applicable to this investigation and the corre-
gponding indications and names are as follows:

Signal Agpect Indication Name

19 Dilagonal Procesd, prepared to stop
at intervenlng awitches
and next signal., Trains
exceading medium speed
must at once reduce to
that speed.
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18 Horlzontal-over-  Stop.
horizontal
18 Vertical-over- Proceed.
horizontal
56A Diagonnl Proceed prepared to stop Approach
at next signal. Train signal.
exceeding medium speed
must at once reduce to
that speed.
56 Horizontal-over-  Stop. Stop signal.
horizontal
56 Vertical- over- Proceed, Clear signal,
horizontal

Within Interlocking limits at Walz a double-track line
of the Chlcago & Eastern Illinocis Rallroad c¢rosses the line
of the C.M.St,P.& P. at a point 1,392 feet gouth of the P.& E.
crosalng. The Interlocking statlon 1s In the northeest angle
of the intersection of the C.& E.I. end the C.M.St.P.& P,
The interlocking machine l1s of ths mechanical type and con-
silsts of 15 working levers. Mechanical, route, end time
locking are provided. The mechanical locking and control
circults are so arrangsd that after a signal has been dis-
played for the movement of a train through the interlocking,
a route cannot be lined for a conflleting movement untll the
traln for which the signal was dlsplayed has passed through
the Interlocking 1limits or until a predetermined time interval
2&3 zlapsed after the indicatlon of the signal has been changed
o Stop.

Operatling rules of the P.%& E, read in part as follows:

3h. The englneman and fireman must, and when
practicable the trainmen will, communicate to each
other the indleation of all signals affectling the
movement of thelr train.

SIGNAL DEFINTTIONS

Medium Speed.~-A speed not exceeding thirty mlles
per hour.

The maximum authorized speeds were 50 miles per hour
for the P,& E. train and 40 miles per hour for the C.M.St.P.&k P,
train,
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Description of Accldent

No. 95, a west-bound second-class P.& E. frolght train,
consisted of Diesel-electric unlts 5619, 5616, and 5617,
coupled in multiple-unit control, 94 cars, and a caboose.

This train passed Veedersburg, Ind., 17.2 mlles east of Walz,
the last open off'ice, at 6:21 a. m,, 3 hours 11 mlinutes late.
It passed signal 19, which indicated Proceed-prepared-to-stop-
at-intvervening~switches-and-next-signal, passed signal 18,
which should have indicated Stop, and while moving over the
crossing at Walz at a speed of 36 miles per hour, as indlcated
by the tape of the speed-recording device, the slde of the
locomotive was struck by No. 77.

No. 77, a north-bound second-class C.M.St,.P.& P. frelght
train, consisted of Diesel-olectric units 80D, 72B, and 754,
coupled in multiple-unit control, 118 cars, and a caboocse.
This train departed from Hurricl, I1l., 16.8 miles south of
Walz, the last open office, at S:lii a. m., 3 hours S5l minutes
late, passed signal 56A, which indicated Proceed-prepared-to-
stop-at-next~signal, and stopped at slgnal 56, which indicated
Stop. Several minutes later the indication of the signal
changed to Proceed. The train then started forward, and while
moving at 2 speed of 7 milea per hour, as indicated by the
tape of the speed-recording device, 1t struck the locomotlve
of No. 95,

The rear truck of the second Diesel-slectric unlt, the
third Dlesel-slectric unit, and the firat 23 cars of No., 95
were derailed, The first two Diesel-electric units stopped
with the front of the first unit approximately 5l0 feet west
of the erossing. The third unit stopped on its rlght side in
the northwest angle of the intersection and parallel to the
P.& E. track. The derailed cars stopped in varlous positions
on or near the track, The third Diesel-electric unit and 1l
of the deralled cars were badly damaged, and the second Dlesgel-
electric unit and the other deralled cars were somewhat damaged.
The twenty-fourth car was slightly damaged. The Diessl-electric
units, the first three cars, and the front truck of the fourth
car of No. 77 were deralled. The first two units stopped a
short distance west of the crossing, across the P.& E. track
and at rlght angles to 1t, The third unit stopped across the
C.M,St.P.& P. track a short distance south of the crossing.

The derailed cars stopped in various positions on or nsear the
track. The Diegsel-eleetric unlits and the first three cars
were bedly damaged,
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The enzinser and the suing brakeman of No. 95 and the
ecr, the fireman, and the front brakeman of No. 77 were
Qa

The ireather +as clear and the sun was shining at the
timo of the aceident, which oeccurred at 6:53 a. m.

Tho Diesel-electric unlts of No. 95 were of the road-
gwiccher LType.

Discusslion

ke TWo, 95 was approaching the point whore the accident
urred the englinemen were In the control compartment of the
Nlegel-olcetric mit, the front brakeman and the swing
komaa vweve 1 the conbtrol comparitment of the second Diessl-
esriec v, and tho conductor and the f{lagman were in the
cacoose,., Tho caginemen said that signal 19 indlcated Proceed
prepared-to-stor-at-intervening-switches-and-next~signal and
onayw they ealled the indicavion. The englneer zaid that when
vne locorwsive reached a point about 400 fest east of signal
19 he saw that signal 18 indicated Proceed, and after the
iocomovive passed signal 19 he called the Iindiecation and the
firemon anzvored him, The fireman sald that as the locomotive
vassed siznal 19 he saw tks indlcatlion of signal 18 change
fron S:o0p vo Proceed, Nelther of the englnemen saw No., 77
w1sll cheir locorotive iuas closely apvroaching the crossing.
The Tireman thon saw the train and called a warning. The col-
~isicn occurscd almost immediately afterward. Neither the
Tfrone brakoman nor the gwing brakeman was acgualnted with the
nhyzical charaetorlstics of the rallroad in the vicinlty of
tne po.nt of acccident, and neilther of them saw the indication
¢f elvher szignal. They sald they could see that the englne-
mon t'wre ia saeir regpecvive positions In the control compart-
ey ol thz firus Diesel-electric unit before the accldent
cecuired, ond the Iront braleman gsaid that the fireman appeared
¢0 be vaiking -rich the englneesr., Nelther of these emnloyees
say No. 77 before the accident occwrred. Ace rding to the
tape of tie speed-recording device the speed of the traln
uas approximately 3l miles per hour as the locomotive passed
signal 19 and approximately 36 miles per hour at the time of
the collision,

1)

When o, 77 stopped at signal 56 the enginemen and the
front brakerman were in the control compartment af the front
o' the locomotive. The conductor and the flagman were in
the ccboose. Afver the train stopped, a C.& E.I. locomotive
uith coars rnoved over the crossing. The indication of slgnal
56 then changed to Proceed, and the traln was started forward.



3740
- 9 -

As the lo-omoiivz passed the interlockinsg statlon the englneer
received a roscrze from the train dispatcher, He read the
messcoe and thon handed 1t to the Cront bralkeman. Uhen the
brake:,an roaziied for the mascoge he zarmr To. 95 approaching.

Ho wsrned the enginosr, and inezer imnedlately closed
the throctle 2nd made 31 cn breke application, The
collission oceurved immcd palile

o

2t o soubh-bound C.& E.T.

1h> operator at Valz h
r d tho interlocking limits
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p pogitlion and then descended
in as iv pessed. After the
pegsed him he heard No. 95
. iis zctention tas abtracted by the fact that
tas In the vicinlty of signal 19 and the sound of
the exncugt iniicated that the Dicsel engincs were stlll
vorzing under load, and he returned to the second floor of
the ‘nterlocking station and watehed ths train approach.
He seid that when sizn2l 18 indicates Proceed the top of the
somophore is visible from the inverlocking station, and that
tho signnl did not indicate Proceed ag No. 95 approached and
passad ic. He said that the route had not been lined for a
west-bound P.& E. train during his tour of duty.
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The signal maintainer at Walz was In the lnterlocking
station wkon the eccident occurred. He sald that after the
operator lined the route for the movement of No., 77 none of
the levers of vhe interlockling was moved with the exception
of restoring signal lever 56 to normal position. He saw No.
95 approach and pass signal 18, and he said that at that time
the signal d4id not 1indicate Proceed. After the acclident oe-
curred She route levers of the interlocklng were 1in position

for ths movemenvy of No., 77.

The pipe lines of the interlocking in the vieinity of
the croscing were demnlished by deralled egulpment. The act-
ing chief engineer of the Signals and Communications Depart-
ment of ths C.M.5t.P.& P. examined the interlocking on the
day after the acecident occurred. He found demage to the plpe
line and connections which indicated that before the accldent
occurred the pips line was Intact between the Interlocking
station and the point at which it was struck by deralled
equipment. He also found broken castings and other damage
at signal 18 which indicated that the signal arm had been
moved to Praceed pagjtion with considerable force at the
time the pipe line was struck, and from thls it appears that
the signal could not have been in Proceed poslition at the time
No. 95 passed it. The pipe line and connections of signal 3,
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which governs eaast-bound P.& E. movements over the crossing,
were damaged In a similer menner. The undamaged portions of
the interlocking were tested after the accident ocourred andf
were found to function as intended,

Cause
S ———

Thls accident was caused by failure to operate the
P.& E. train in accordance with signal indicatlons.

Dated at Washlington, D. C., this twentieth
day of May, 1957.

By the Commlssion, Commlissioner Tuggle.

(SEAL) HAROLD D. MeCOY,

Secretary.



