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IR RB INVESTIGATI M 0P AB AQULOSHT +f THE Z21B RALINGAD H:AR
RIPPELE, ONID, OF JUHEE 4, 4914,
July 18, 1914,

um June 4, 1918, thers wse = heali-end sollinion
between an emplty troop train spd & light eagine s the Zrie
Bmilrond ngor Kibtzen, Ohio, whieh resalted in the deeth of §
employees and 1 vllmen porter, sad the lajury of 3 umplagugg;
After inventigstion the Ghisf of the Buresa of Saf ty ropores
28 followmy

The Xont &#vision upon whieh this segident socurred
is & dovblovtyuck lins extanding hetwacn Zent and Harion, Chis,
e distanaoe of 118,86 miles, over whiich Sralns are operated Ny
antomatie bLloek smigmslw, Trulps woving sgeinat the eurvent of
traffie are operated by trsia ordera trenmibted by Selephone.
The gearsl dlvection of the trocke is seed aal west, the nurth
traek bolng used oF westbound traffic wad the south trsek for
earihonmd traffle,

Fepthound extra 408Y oo nsiuting o looomotive 402Y
and m oabodue, left Tensh ot 583 p.ms on June Erd in ebarge of
Gandugtor Showmsker and inginemsn Suith, Upen srriving st Zems
mors, (hio, AR sars wore sldsd o ths trainj 1t loft thare st
11.54 pum, and srrived st Silver Creek, Ohio, 22,8 miles west of
Zont, and Y.& siles wert of Heomore, o 1E,19 s.m., Juss 4%h, UF
ageount of the siding deing blocked this train pulled dowa the
madn trsele; some of the cars were oud off ani tairen e Wadgwerth
sal the locomsSive returoed to S1dver (reek, working thers until
1% ran cut of water, The logowdtive wes then cut off and $aiwn
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to sterling, Ohio, 9.8 milem west of 3ilver Opeek, for witer,
After gotting water thw enginemsn reoacived train owder e, 5,
reading ss followa:

Bty D158 weat hes ¥i aver opponinug
an ngri frask Silver G% to A% *!

losoxotive A0ZT left Sherliing at 4ull d.Me o0 the S8Bbw

wound track, basking up, vod was proseading sestward st = speed
af 18 er 1B nmiles ap houy wasn it s0llided with extze 383 ot w

traios

e bl e o

poipt sbont mile weat of Rittesn 2t sbaui 4, as.my  AiSTRan
1s 1008t08 6,4 miles weet of Silver Ureek snd Stexling is Seb
miles weot of Rittsan, \

Houthonnd axtys E168 cansisted of lecomniive HLES, 1
box 4oy, 14 Pulloan sleeping oars snd & esdeops, 8l wply troop
train equ lpment, and was ik elnrge of Uontugtoy Wolfe eni Baginew
una Brangs It Jeft Zant et 5,10 s.ne, sl arvived st Si0ver Gresl
8% B.55 ame whore tha arew yeoalived a geny of trein order Yo, 8
ronlliog as f1lowes

Ex 3159 went hap right over o traine oo
Wﬁwsihmm&hmum

This tvain left Silver Oreek st 4,00 a,m. over the sssbhound
tresk snd 00llided with exiys J1IEE while vamming st & aveed of ab
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The rear trucks of the tender of losumotive 4DEY ware
dorelled and the raur end of the tender lay on the front pert of
the frems of looomnbive B16E. The wnpper rart of the frout end of
the tender was foresd partislly inte the eadb of logon otive 4LBY,

t;mmtm b - %5 ) miuﬂﬂ won ol ollad Awm s vt Aol wrt S t o S wils
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trugks, fired, sesond snd third driving wheole derailsd, i the
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ey Ariviag vheels and trailing trueke remised on the track,
The temder lay om ites right olde dlogonelly aoross the weatbound
track with its frent end lousdistely bohisd looomoiive 5163, ™he
box oar luwdistely bahlad the tendar wes telsscopnd its antive
leugth by the Loeping eswr bebind it. The sleeping oar was pare
tially %ipred over toward the north with Acs hee’ @nd agelnwh th
rear ond of the tender apd ite reoer end of the roaod bed of the
smpthound track, The head and of the alasving sor wae Eushed
in for a digtsuce of about 8 fesd, The robaninder of the traia

wained on the trade, The mginsman, wnivetor, firemaa and head
Weitaman of sxtre FED and the firenen on losemtive ACRT ware
killeds

Approssh ing ths point of seclient fyom ittman there
i & B=llogres surve to the right, 580 faut long, them a dugend
2,000 foet long, then & Eedugres cueve to the right abewi 2,900
feat lonp, the acoldwt oeourring sbout 40 feet from the enst e
of this ovxves AY the point of secident the dtrack iz 12i2 oa a
iB«foet 2111 and there ia su ssgeniiing grade of 75 for wastboun
traine, Undeor favorabla condiitions, eaginemen nn westbouwnd trai
eoald sae about TOD fest beyond point of oollision vhen within
3,000 feok of it, ond eaginemen on sestbound traine could ses
point of acoldent when within 1,200 feet of it. The weathsy st
time wae olemry

ingloewen Saith of extrya 402Y ststed that efter tskia
water at Stmling he ressived train oxdsr o, 3 Ifrom the opermt
there, stoting tiat extys 8183 hed right ovar opposiag $raing o1
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scstward trsek to litttmaa, and he etsrted baek toward uitimen
expetting 4o meot extyn 2168 there. "hen he resched s point mboy
oae mile weat of Rittmen he ssw the hesilipght of extru J163 o;
the sarve bat oould net $ell os what treek the treias wee rumsinsg
aabil 1t was within 10 or 15 eer lengthe.

Ee sallsd to employess on the leacmotive o Junp, twie
to mbop the Jossmotlve and procawd in the oppemite divestion, Wu
Befnre he could Briag 1t to 8 stop the enllision sescuxrred,
gean Budson of extzs f158 stot-d that when his twmds
stapped &% Sllyer Gredk Confuater Tolfe told him their train wom
rrecesd %o Sterling over tho eazibound $rvaak. The trsinm left th
and wes youning at b 2peed of siovt 80 miles an lumy when the @0
Aimion comirred.

Firema Zoyey of extrs J165 wap faielly infured, Wt b
fore hin death 19 stated that e resd txaln sréar Zo, 3 et was
versd to the esnglinmmen st iilvir Creek, eal thut the sxdar
Peuoed wis trala te wee the eastiound trask from Sllver Groek o
Sverling, Ho thought the speod of his train wes abeut 20 milen
ag hour at the time of the ocolliston, Tut 1t was dsxk und he waa
patting in & fire emd 814 rot see lssemotive ACRY,

Cpereter Senders, who was an duty at 5ilver Orsck, ste
od $hat on June ¥k Dispatcher Ballamger give him an ordéer Jsve
the telephone glving extrs 5163 right over 9pposing trastns on e
wd twok from Silver dveek to Rittan sand be repsutsd the ordy
ook to the dispetoher, 1n eopying the order ke pat dowm “mest.
ward t¥neX” instend of "esstward trook,™ easd for that reanon Te«
oopled 1t, apd 1a exder to get the preetloe he oopled the order
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&boad ten timem, In reocupyiog 1t he erromcsumly inmerted Hterd
in plege of Rittman, but eould glve no reason for dolss =0 othey
than that he had Starling fiwed in bhie nind en socomet OFf logome
tive 403Y going there for water, then sxztve SIB3 arrived there
piskod up the required muher of coplas of the order, ploking on
those that lodked the bduot, endt delivered them % the orewf he
413 ot dizsmwver be had made s erYeY in copying the order waki)
afiar that $raix hed departed. Heo said he gulled the 4ispetaher
for ths mrposs of notifying hin of the mistoke, dat fousd hag
he was bosy and sald nothing %0 nim abont it. Uperstor Sederws
wiated that he was pixtean yeers of age and had bBeen mployed a
third ¥riok opermtor at Silver Gresk for atwut two manths dnd s
halfy that he had Deup amployed as & paintainer at Silver Qresk
Tor two or ihrew weoks bofore beling smployod &8 an opmratar, dn
during tmt tioe hed walohed the sperator Shere Bimipalste the
lsvers and ey orders: Phen he wis smploped s» an operstor a
mn wrked in the tover with hin one dsy 45 lnetrust him, He
#8id he was glven 2 physiesl exmsination bafore being employed
sl filled out & paper, the contemte of whidh he A4 not remend
He bod boon atked 17 he eduwld seoure the ook of Toles hism bywt)
i in hie soepestion wien he wee usperstor thers, and wrote to
for 1%, Wt ceived a reply from his brother that he aswver lwd
ok of relass Dpecztor Smders 4) not heve s hosk of rules
432 not koow whether the diepalohey wes aware he had boen wasbl
to mecures ons fran hisz brothary he kel preperad & mespage to Al
ey orior etating his inabllity %0 secure the book, but 41d mot
krow vhother it had hean sant. He 88il he wad not instrueted
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af to his dutles exsopt that the sceond tyiek owerstop showed
hi® how to write & traim ardar 8 gouwsle of iimmm ond wea esadien
by hlm te Do vary merefal in copying orders,

Digpntsher Bellenger stuted that he wnt on dmty at mi
night epd the aidimg et Gilver Oresk being Ylocoked e sivised th
sondve tor of extra 408Y % work on the wsin $reck, When losemo’
4007 ron omt of water & mouber of the train eres called him wp &
meil it hed gome to Sterling for water and told him the piding h
2ot deon slssrad, IDdapstoher Rellsnger steted that he oalled up
Oparstoy Ssulere at Silver Creek and esplaimed %o him thot the a
rapk and mein track were bloeksd at tilver Orvesk and that englr
AURY Bad gone te Sterling fovy water, e pald he told Jperator
Senlers thet vhen extiza KBS arvived thet trsia woula be wunm av.
the sartbhonnd tyask fyem Silver Oresk to Rittman, snd esked him
if ne wndersmbiood, 8nd @ roplisd that hw d4ide. He then isened t»
order No. 8, sl when Uperator dmdoys repanted 1t baesk te him,
Digpataher Bellenger sald te Rims "How, you Bolf thut 3163 righ
there at the ollies ®r & 1little bit, stop them right at the of
and bold tham there.” e then enlled the spsrmtor at sSterling,
gove him tvedn o28er Roy & to be delivered to Znplinemmn Suith o
logomotive 408Y, Uhen infiywed of the sesident he salled wp Up
tor seviers snd ssked him 42 repeet the order he giws extys 818537
and he repented 1t correstly, Dispataber Bal leager ssked him i¥
that web the orday ha gowe tat trein, and Operator Semders reopl
that ke o3 coplied the order over wnd hod given the eopy Yo exti
155, snd when he wes Boimd to read thet copy, be read: “HIE3 M
right over opposing trains over eastwenrd traock fyem 3ilver Qreed
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This astldent was osnged by Cperater Seuders makiug
an erray i e opyilng trala ovder Bo, B, theredy giving extra
F153 right over oprosing Sraing fron 31lver Greek to Sterling
inptead of to Ritiman,

thief DMspatehar Folsgom pinted thst he Md smperienesd
eonwiisradle Aifflenlty in scowring axperienced operatore, Bad
whsr the aperster st 2ilver {reel was oailed to the arny his brotd
Pa Es Savders, wanted the position, and sz there was m oNe
oina avalliable to £111 4¢he position be was employed, He puld he
undewstesd that Opeysbor Zanders bad beon sromnd the towar ot 811
ver (resk with his brother sowe little time and bolieved he way
sompahat familtiar with the 4uties tharel he war tlarefore cmplaye
Moogit to uarion where he filled ent an spyplinetion blank, and
wan 4iveeted %o report to the t¥simmater for an emntastion whiael
Dizpmtaher Folpom supposed ilnciuded exenimtion on the haek of ra
Dispataber Foluom gsid 1% wea not the praciise to put & man to
work in & tower who had Pet bean srowmd 2 Cower nnd was ot il
fay with ita operabion, He satd one of the reascns theywere nbe
shia te hcld thelr operators was decouame therg are By DARY Séhw
peoting 1inge nesr that pald wore menoey fer that works, He bed It
somplainte fyom dinoetchere about the way Ipe: ator Hsnders per=
formed his dubles, dut he was the best he could get ot thet time,
Fe pitated that 1t was the auty of the chisf dlspatoher $o furnish
operators with & heok of rules, dut said Operator Seuders told
him he sould get a boak of rules fyom his brother and he presumsd
that he A2 saoure it, aod therefors charged It uo him,
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#hlle the &iveot responsidd 11ty for Whis scolsexd
rorts with Operator Ssullews, this investlg-tlom digelomed tlmt
he wae but slxteen yeors of ags and hnd beaan enployed &8 &n Operw
ator at 2llver Oreok minvge April 25, 1518, without weyious exe
periense &g o opersbor, Ne had not bewn furnished with a book
of aporstiog relse and hnd boen given vory 1ittle instruotion as
19 his duiien, npnd on sveswnt of hir yourh, lask of traiming and
arparionne he wee not sompetentd to powswe ths lmportant dutise
of vperstory and mMcsive, sopy sad deliver train ordera, In thim
Selis he entored “eoupleote™ on the order at the time it wie ilszeusd
not walting wetil 13 wae ocompleted by the Sapatcdher, wnd
eoplied the order swyeral timest he wis mot gpufficiently irfoimed
$0 roalins thot in both of thewe rewpoois e wan violating fundas
zentsl rales sssentiz) % the pafety of rallresd overation, And
oven after he disecvered hla errvor 1 toyuying he order he was ne'
suffiotently alive to the provity of the sitwtion (o inform the
dimprtobey, his erxcuse belng that ths Zispetober wns busy 4nd hae
434 not want to irtervupt him,

e overating offloislg om the Yout Division of the
Srig Aellrosd should be poverely ememred Moy employing and keepe
ing in earvige in « responsible pomition & hoy - ithmt Jndgrent,
txsining or sxperisnge, and partienlarly w hout proper lasirnee
tion or exem imation.

If the eliroumg aneds mrrounding this wscilient give
any indisatiom of conditismme ard practiods eristiag on that vore
tian of the Ivle kailrosd, there iy uwrpant nsed for the sdoviionm



of some ayutommiin method of inetruobing and oxmnining emnloyosw®
pad 57 exsrvolning ssesssary myporvigion over them.
A% the Himwe of thie secident Overator Hmders hed
besn oA dnty & hourz and 50 minutes.
deltalle



