IH RE INVESTIJATION OF AN ACCIDINT WHICH OCOURRED ON THE -
ATIANTIC COAST LINE RATILROAD, NEAR TIMMOHSVILIE, 8.0., .
o JULY 18, 1918, . .

Hovember 25, 1918,

On July 18, 1918, there was & rear-and eolligion between
two freight trains on the Atlantio Comst Iine Fmilroed at Timmons-
ville, 5. C., whioh resulted in the desth of ome employee and the
injury of t;; employess, After investigation, the Chlef of the
Bursau of Safety repcéts aa ¥§llaws:

This acoldent ceounrred on that part of the ¢olumbla dis-
triet of the flrst division of the Atlantic Cosst Line Rsilroad
whieh extends between Florense, 5. C., and Robbina, 5. C,, & die-
tanoe of 128 milaes, It 18 & single traek line over whieh trains
are operated by time-table and trein orders tranemitted by tele-
graph, The general dirgetion 1s north and south. No block
signal system is in use, and trains in the same dlreotion are
gpaesd by rule which regnires them to keep 8t least ten minutes
gpart, except ln closing up at stations.

Scuthbound freight train No. 209, in charge of ({onductor
Foxworth and Engineman Cappell, consisted of sngine 1019, éé aars
and a caboose. It left Florence at about 3,30 &.m. en routs for
Augusta, Ga., and while passing Timmonsville, 1li.4 miles south of
Florense, wag struek by southbound freight trainm Ko. 219 et about
4.26 a.m.

Southbound train No, £19 gomgisied of U, S5, A, looomotive

1062, 38 oars and & oaboose, in charge of Conductor Jackson and



Enjinemen Creech. The engine was bailt 1ln acaordance with
Russian speclifloations, and wase egulpped with an 0il headlight
and had no lighte in {he cab, This tralo left Elo;enea at
gbout 3.40 a.m, agd was running at & speed sstimeted at 12 miles
&n hour when 1t collided with No. 209,

The sir trakes on both trains wers inspected bafore
deperture snd reported in good coanditlon.

As a result of the oeollislon the caboose of train HNo.
209 was telescoped by the steel underframe box ser immedistely
shegd of it for almost its entire length, and the flagman who wes
riding 1n the caboose was killed, while the conduetor vho wea
with him was seriously injured. e imgaot broke the brake pipe
on the rear of train 209, cuusing the air brakes to epply and
resulting in a drawbar being pulled out cn about the denth ear
baok from the engilne. The pilct on engine 1082 of train 219
wad destroyed, the front end of engine damaged and &8ll but the
rear palr of drivers deralled to the left or east side track,
the engine remaining in an upright position on the roasdbed. The
third esar from the engine of trein 219 was thrown off its trucks
and lay on its side west of the treck, while the fourth ocar of
tihat traln was crushed bestween the mecond snd fifth ecrs and
practicully destroyed.

Forth of thae point of =coldent the ftrack is streight
for 8 digtance of threz miles and on s slightly sscending grade
for a distarce of & 11" tle over one mlle.

About 930 feet north of the szstion at TPlumonsville the



Seabecard Air Line tracks coross the tracks of the Atlentic Coast
Line &t right angles. Hovoments over this erossing and switches
cornected therowlth cre goverped by an interlocking plant, the
opereting tower of which 1z loecated in the sputhwestern corner of
the Intersection formed by the two rords. The home elgnal
goeverning sowthbound movements on lhe itlantie Cozegt Line 1s
locsted sbout 375 feet aorth of thils tower and the distent eignal
is loeated 2145 feet north of She home szignal, Aboud BEQ Ffeet
north of the distant aslgnal ia the rnorth switeh leadling to the
northhound passing trsck atb ?meqnsvilla. There is & dwarf
slgn2l locsted between the wain end pesslng trackes 84 feet s=outh
of the home sighal, the color indiecation ol ~hioh wes red at the
time cof the aecldent., Thc collislon occurred about 166 feet
gonth of the intergestion of the two rosda. All ihe signel
lizhts of the interloecking plent end the swlton lights wers burn-
ing swd ir good condltion. The wealher was dark eand slightly
hazy.

Conducter Foxworth of le, 209 gstated that hs laft
Florence 2t 7,3 s,m. 2nd on approschuing Timponsville the iuter-
locking silgnals were egsinst alm amd his trein slowed down cons-
zldoravly before the home siznil eleared. He was siltting in the
eohooge with Tlspgmen Willian opoosite and observed that No. 219
was followlng them vight along, The flzrman went tc¢ the reak of
the 653D and called to him "look oub,™ but before the conduetor ]

gnuld get off his seat the traip waa struek, Condnoctor Foxworth

steted that he =ew no reason for the eollizion, ee No. 219 followed

them from Florence yard to Timmonsville st & safe dlptance, and



his train had & good pair of markers, though he did not know
whether the markers had been given any attention between Florence
and Timmonsville. He further stated that both traina were
running at about the same speed and had often run close together
without spacing esch other with fosees. He ptated that 1n omses
where trains follow easch other the resr trein gees the train
ahead and keeps within asafe distance, but 1if the lesding train
etops the other 1z flagged with a fusee atnlght; in this instanoe
he eew no need for m fusee &8 train 219 waaknat close enough., Hs
gald the headlight of 219 was not very bright, and wes burning
dimmer than the usual light. He 8aid hie traln was moving at a
gpeed of about 8 miles an hour when the collision ocourred. His
markers were equipped with B-day burners with & globs to protect
light from the wind. =nd prevent flickering, end when markers are
kept olean they gilve a very bright light. He did not exsmine
the markers after the flagmaen lighied them on this trlp, but
folt satisfied that If they hed ot been &ll right the flagman
would have sald something about it, if the protecting globe had
become broken or orocked go &8 to permit alr to get to the
fleme the light would have flickered, but he had never had one of
theee glohes break in a lenmp. Hig train made no stops between
Florenge and Timmonsville, and he sald Flagman Killlsn was &
first=oclage flagman,

Englneman Cappell of Ho. R09 stated thet his trein left
Plorence at about 3,30 a.m. When he reached the station board
at Timmonsville he sounded the whistle &and saw the distant

#ignal of the interlocking plant showed grsen., He sounded four



blasts of the whistle for the signal ernd it =till remained green.
He then somnded two blaste for the signel and had reduced speed to
about 4 or § milee per hour befores it changed to white, whereupon
he applied the steam and mved shead about two train lengthse and
was ronning 6§ or 8 miles an honr when he folt the eir spply.
Thinking ap air hose had burst, he sounded whistle for the flag-
man, got down on the ground with & {oreh, and went back about ten
oar lengths, when he found s drawhesd pulled oub, Having dis-
posed of the disabled car, which took eight to ten minutes, he
came back and goupled on and found that Ho, B19% had run inbte the
rear of hip train. He dld not konow Just when the collision
ogourred, but 18 of the opinion thet it happened while the train
was 1n motion. He stated {hat he eould see the distant gignel
about one-half & mile, but counld not sse the home signel until
after pessing the distant msignal on account of the home signal
beilng in line with the semsphore signal, The weather did not
intarfere with the observance of slgnsls, and thought his caboose
could heve been seen 8 distance of half & mile.

Fireman Commender stated that at the time they were
approechlng Timmoneville englnesr weas blowlng for blook. Their
gpeed then wae about 18 or £0 mlles mn hour. He kept looking
out aheed and noted that the distant signsl was green and the home
gignal rad. The sngineer galled for hoge Bignal twioe snd in the
mesntime slowed down to nearly stop posgition, The engine was
about 100 or 1560 fest from signal board when it got signel., 4after

train slowed down one of the cars hed to be met off on eaceount of

drawhead trouble ani on coming back he found that a oollision had



ogourred, He did not hear the whistle of 219 snd Pfurther stated
that on getting into Pimmonsville it is d4ifficnlt to distinguish
the station semaphore from the home signal for the reason that
they Bsre in line and oppoaite eaoh other.

BrakemAn MoLendon of No, 209 steted that the speed of
his train from Florence to Timmonsville was 18 to 20 miles an hour,
He rode om the engine =211 the way. On aporosohing Timmonpville
the sngineer had to blow twioce for distant signsl. After first
whigtle he reduoed speed considerably and at time of passing
Seaboard Air Line ercssing his s-eed was from 6 to 7 miles an hour,

Ho then csme to & ptandstill and alr went down, He got down on
engineer's side, went back 10 car lcngths, and found a drawhead
out of one of the cozl cars., After setting this bad order oar
off, he went back to couple un and was informed by brakemsn of
Ho. 219 that the rear of his train had been run inte. He stated
that when he looked baok at Ebsneger (which iz 6% miles from
Florenoe) his marker on left gide was & little dim.

Conduotor Jackson of 219 ptated that his train pulled
gut on the mein line ton minutes after Ho. 209 had left and his
oaboope paBsed the terminal board et sbout &.45 a.m. He pro=-
secded &t a gpeed of from 12 to 14 miles an hour untll thg train
reached Revells Curve, about 2 miles from the terminal board; then
speed was insreascd to 18 or 20 miles an hoar untll the stetlion
board at Timmonsville was reached, when steam was ghut off and
gpeed reducad to 10 or 12 miles an hour, Shortly thereafter he
felt the oir brakes being spplied in aemergency, followed by the

0ollision. He wes sure hie train 41d not leave untll ten



Mice v@8 Bives NO. BL., 814 BuvBuved vhet nemn wue latter i1ofi
Florenoe he noticed thst while the right hend msrker wes burning
falrly well, the left hand ore was flickering., He thought,
however, the merkers could be seen for at least helf a mile, He
also stated that it was rot the pradtice to follow & preceding
trein too elogely outside yard limits.

Eoginemen Creech of No. 219 stated thzt when MNo. 209
laft Plorance he noticed that the markers were very dim, partiouler-
ly the one on the left slde. He followed thet treain through the
yard and when he pasged the terminal board st about 3.40 a.m. and
moved his trsin out onto the maip line the markers of trsin 209
had disappsared sround a ourve gbout 1% miles distant. He stated
that upon approaching Timmonsvills he kept a esrefnl looksoul shead
and saw the interloecking signals indlcated olear track. He d4id
not see the markers on the oaboose of No. 209 until he had passed
the home signal snd was within about 200 feet of thet train. No
oaution eignal was set to indicate that there was snything on the
mAain linse,. fhe speed of his traln at that time was about 12
miles sn hour and he immediastely meds an emergency appliosation
of the alr brekes which raduced his spsed to about 8 miles an
hour whean the oollision ocourred. Ee atated thet the bright
signel lights and street lights prevented him from seeing ths

markers on 2089 sconer; alse thet 209 was psrmitted to meke 2 speed

of 30 miles an homr while hie mpeed, on aacouut of the type of
englne he was running, was restricted to 20 miles; he therefore

did not expeet to fimd 209 at Timmonsville, at least without

protection, He stated that his englne wea equipped with an oil



headlight, which wes bmrning xoperly amd thait he scundea the
whistle st the statlon board, which wss about 60 ger langlhe from
ths oszboose of Ho. 209. Befers leaving Plorence his brakes were
tegted end found working £ll right, but when he wede th2 erergency
appliestion at Timmongville the brakes or the angine did not hold
goary well, He 4id not think thet o, 209 was moving at the time
of the collision and stated thaet 1t is customery for = lesading
train to nse fugees as a protecticon when it drags or raduces ite
gpesd.

Pireman Brown of Ho. 219 statel thet his train followed
Ho. 809 out of the yard st Plorence, and he then noticaed that
while one ¢f 1ta meritars was burning brighily the cther was 4im
end flizkering. He d4id nrot ses any flagman around when the
soacident oocounrred, thongh he understood thal 209 had stopped in
order tc gset off a bad order ecar,

Brakeman Robinson of Hn., 219 stated that he 414 not
gee saything of 209 untid he saw & listle red light st Timmonaville,
whioch he mede out to be one of its markers. This light wae dlm
and when the angineer observed it he cut @donwn sneed and put brakes
on in emsrgenoy.

Flagman Byrd of Ho. 219 stated that he 4id not 3ee
enything of 209 om the rosd, though he heard it, The first hs
knew of mcoldent was when a window fell om his arm. Hc got out of
o8b, looked towards engine and saw one rad lizht and cne 7hite,
the latter soon turming to red. The weather &t the time was hazy

bat not B0 bad as to interfere with the seeing of signsls.

Brakemsn Robinson of No. 219 stated that he was riding



on the plstform baeck of the tank when his traln approached | immons-
ville, and when the enginemsn souwnded the whistle for the station
he looked zhead snd saw = smell red iight on the right hand side
of the track, which he afferwards disoovered was & muarker on lo,
209. 0n observing or thinking that he observed this right speed
wap reduced and air brakea applied in emergency, the engine of 219
being about two ear lengths from the caboose of 209 at the time.
Towerman Wilson gtated that he was working im the tower
at Timmonsville on the night of the aceldent relieving the regular
towerman, and while thie was his first night &5 towerman at Timmona-
vills he wes thoroughly famil.er with the operation of the plant.
When trein 209 approached Timwonaville he was not 1n the tower, he
had gone to the tollet which is about 60 feet from the tower, and
when the angineman caslled for the aignels three times he hurried
beek and olesred the sigasl when he wap near the home mignsl. He
gaid the enginemen of 209 was working a little steam ap he pansed
the tower, the speed of his train being 12 or 15 miles an hour
and the rear and of the train had not passed the tower when he saw
£19 approsochlng near the home signal, He first thought it wae an
engline soupded fto the rear of 209, but when he fownd out it was not
he threw the home signel to red. The engine of 219 waa then paasing
the home signal., He thought the spesd of 219 was 20 or £5 miles
an hour at the time. The czboose of ECY was 20 or 2b yards aouth
of the tower when it wes struok, and he thought tnat the brskes
were eppllied on 219 twenty or twenty-five feet before the caboose was

strmok, He stated that h saw only one marker on the cabcose of

209 vhen it passed the tower, mad it was not bright. He said



that train 209 wag moving at the tTime of the eollision.

This aceident was caused by the failure of Conductor
Poxworth and Flagman Xillien to properly proteet their irsin ns
requirsed by Rule 99(a) of the buook of operating rules of the
Atlantio Coast Line Railroad, which reads as follows;

When the gpeed of a train ig reduwed and its

reer thereby endangered by 2 following traim before

the flagman oan get off, & 1Lighted fusee must be

thrown upon tha track st intetvels until the flagman

can got bagk to proteot his train.

They alao negleoted toc ses that the merkers on the rear of thelr
train were 1n goocd oondition. Hud thess merkers been burning
properly, it is probeble that they would have been seen by the
following train for a sufiiecienyv distance to enable them to svold
8 collislon.

Towerman Wilson is also deserving of censure, for had
he been &t his post and hed the signals ael properly for Ho. 209
the speed of this train would notv necgessarily have been o Treduced
ag to permit Ho. Bl9 to elose up 80 rapldly.

Attention im also ocalled to the fact that s test of
conditiona nander which thls eollision ocourred showed that the
gemaphore signsl at the telegrach offies imn the desot &t IFimmons-
ville is im line with the home signal ani in a measure obsirueis
the view of the latter.

All the employees involved were experienced men and

had bean on duty bubt & few hours at time of accident.

T R,



