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14, 1918,
Toverber 14, 1918,

ember 14, 1918, ilnere .8 . colilsion he-

IS en a 20 & Jeslern [adlana Nellioed ftreighl Lrain wnd
a street car of lhe Cnicago Jurlice Lijes ab lL.icnlgan .veaue,
Chicag,0, I1l., resultiong 1n tne dealth of four and Llane in-

jury of 7b gtreel car posseagers, nd tue dec th of lhe street

S
1 -

car conductor, . ‘o K]

i

Jhe Tracks of Gne C. & W, I. Hallroad =t Ghe Hoiné
'y |' T,
collicrion run nortihvest undrsoumho Siig /1 le [Lichigen
\!’r “f %
Avenue rang north asad Soﬁﬂhhr ﬁn*%ﬂﬂs A0 the steam road

a

oL

hag four Llracks, Llhree of mich ave wsed <3 n2in Lracks, nuwn-
bered B, Ll and o, begilaning wvilh tne soula Urock. "racks 1
and 2 are eguluped nith aulomatbic plock signolg and are used

:_n

Tor through freight ¢nd sassenger lrarfic, track 2 bheing for
sthound aand lrack 1 Ffor weslbound movements. Yrack Z 1s
for Treight movemeats oaly, and loe 4Lh uvrack 1g an indvsirial
tean liack, “ne streel car line 1s a double track roed, both
tracks crossias bne trocks of tue steam line ab prade al liachi-
fan -venue.
Approaching the scene of accidaent from che wesl there

are 2880 [eel of lanpcau lracl. which coatinue lor 1875 ieet

east, all ou o descendirn, grate 0L 45 per cent, che streep

~

cer lracks are Dractically level stherse bhoy crose the rerlroad

rirht of way, but the approcsches bolh nortin and soutn ore on
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a descenains soade.
MG bPalil 1nvolved in hig accldent a8 & Cnilcw,,0
& Western Indian. freighl doing 1ndustrial gwitening between
the 8Zrd Soreet yord ol Lue rellroed company «nd Leasington.
It consisited of 11 loads, 5 empilies and .. cawpovose hauled by
Cuo & . 1, Llocomotlive 2¢4 1n charge of Ingineer J. C. Brabboan
and Coaducuvor . J. Junt. this train entered KensSiangbon
moviag witih the curreal of traffic over trne cesbbouad or 110,
g troek, ulled overogs bLae streeb cor Lieack on Iichipan .venue,
padsed Kensing toa sletion, and slopped cast of a4 cross-over
cwiteh «bout 1200 leel east ol iiichlfan _.venue, arom Ghis
point 1l occked wertward throvgn Lne crossover ana onlo the Io.
4 Llrack, apain passiag Lhe depotb, crossiag btne wtreel car trucks,
and r Lowping Just weslt of an 1ndﬁstry switch loccled about 1050
Teel west ol lizchi,.an :venue. Al tars poant a Llyiag switeh
was wmede of lLoe entire train, the locomolive entering the 1n-
dustry%track and the 17 c¢ars woving é&adly.rd over lhe sawe brack
nsed 1n the wesluard movemeal. It ae wn tae course of this
movement Glat lhe train collided wita the streeb ceor, which was
Just tnen on bthe crossing ol Irehicen avenve,
Coaductor “wal of tne S. & . I. lrain stated thaet
his train consisted of five emplies, eleven loads, aad o coboose,
and thzt coming down the soulhbound lr«ck, he crogsged over on
lrack o, &, shoving cars ahcad. Ie backed up Lo witwin choulb
&4 c.r lengbhs of lilchifan aveauc, whe: nc made a drop ol Lhe

cars, hie ecagine woving Lnlo < gide vrack and lre cors veing
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lel dowm on track To. 3. oL ohe bime cwitbteh ves cleared,
train wes movinz o1 the r.be of deven miles «n hour. Jde had
me.dc this kind ol movemeat yraclicclly eve.y day wnd tue Lover-
man gnd policem.n 'ers relied upoa <or propcr grobecllon,
rfnere 185 rno rule agalnst meking flying swebtches except within
1atexrlocking limiig, Lne point where tne accideal occirred
15 nob within such liwats. Gonductor Juat stated thel 1n or-
der to make o drop «t thaig point 1t 1s only necessary to take
glack 1in oxder lo permiu cars Lo cun paslb the cagine, and 1n
his opinion one goed brake would stop & vrein of 17 care al any
vlece where 1L s desired Lo stoo. He sard tact from Lue
polnl wiere bhe drop was made o btrain would need to be 20 or
2% cars long to rezcch over thne crossing. Hde was o blocks
away irom Uhe cwrogsing wund dyd aot know vhether The pates were
up or dovm. Switchman dtoops, vho rode lue carg, told him that
he h.d seé three brukes, but he did nol know of his own kaow-
ledce how many were sebt.

pwitchmen 3toops stated Lhat he rode the cars when the
flying swibch was made, tnct ne nad et tue brakes oa tae Znd,
ard and 4th north end cars, the lirst belng un empty coal car,
that when engine cubt looge From curs lLe Juslt pulled glack out,
and the btrack being on & grade The cars galined momeatun as Lhey
moved along. He was five or six car lenglhs from uilchigan

Avenue whea he was setiing ine third brake, ond did not have
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gulficrent bLime ©o set unothor brese beiore Lthe gceideal occuried.

He sa1d ine Tarst brake d1d noe lake hwold pro.erly and he hurriesd
at fasl as Lo could’bo bne obnor brakes, and felt conlrdent thatl

tramn would svop before recchins tne crossiag, He shoulea &t

E
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lhe street cor conduceor wnen he S hll stending on the lieck,
Dalb tre coaductor did aot hecr him aad did not look 1n his
direculon. Yne conduclor wag stboadul, 04 wue £1:86 wrack, and
drd nob wvalk over the crossing anewd of hilg car, ite did nov

lry Lue brohes belore gtarting Lo make the drop, ¢5 he hed no
opportunity to do so, and £8 far es he knev brere might heve been
no brukes on uwie Lraln thet vould hold. At the lime the lead-
1ng car vasged the switch the brain wes runaing sboul  milesg

Per hour, end he Dbegan to set bralkes as soon as the enslne was
cut off.

IHotorman '/alsh ol tne street coar stoled th.l ne loft
119th\and florg dlreets at 12,08 puon. anl procceded along i7ch-
igan Aivenuve and when he j0ot to 116th 3lreet he made a stop 100
feet from the railroad crossing and tnen & gecond fhor 10
from the crossrag. The coaductor gol off reoser end of car «nd
ran ecross lne traciks and signalled nim 10 go ahead, vhorsupon
ne rang hiz gong aad started lo crogs vhe frack. ne gaw ao
s1gn OF freizht cars and as= he crossed wne track heard the tower

A

man ringing bell and holloriag as inoug. he yas trying Lo set
hig jates down, e then Saw traln comian, dom 04 him, wvul wvas
loo Tar across track to reverse his car. dcerine no chance of

backing, up he put on all speed possible as Lhe only means of

avording Llue crash, then nearly across bne urack the crash
came, e stvect cor tipped upside down uhen freizont car hib
11, throwing him 1o bthe [locxy amids, broken _lags. uc furtiher

gt.-Ted tacl Lhe crosging pobtes weré o ob AC approacned Ghe
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erossing, tbnat Lhe wewlaer wes feir, 2ad uvacb no lralfic of-

Ticer or flagman wWeS 1a sight »o far 8 he obscrved. e sald
3
! he complicd with the rules by Lookin: onolh ways belore tuking

the coanductor's signal to proceed, and BaU A0LhLLE budc wa emply
coal car slwndinyg on Ifo. 3 track; vhob 728 Lae only ccr he Saw
end he vesg posilive 1l vag gtending cinll. He wa1d tihig car
gwarted to move while his car was on tue c¢rossiag, nis coaddac-
tor wat on the last lrack or nexlb Lo the lest whea he gave the
s1gnal to come anead. He co1d Ghal vhea the crossin, gales
were up bne gtreet cor creu gencraelly Look that as an wnvitalion
to procecd over Lhe crossing.

gduitenmen reren dglated inel ne cul the engine olf [rom
the curs at Lihe time tne flyins switch wes uwade cad tnetl Lhe

ol

glarl -1ven the cars was ol the rate of aboul taree miles per

2

Cus

houzr, He noliceea Switchman 3todps on the second anead car
1L vassed oy aim, and at bhat liwme he had nol staried to setl
brakes, ne ai. nol see pwitchuman jloops wnea he started to sel
brekes on tnab car.

Dnglaoeor Jratbton slatod thet wrhen ne Lot Lo Xeasing-
ton, poing south, lie crossed over and moved oanbo 1'o. o brack be-
yond Larayetle ..venue, slopping just over Switeh. atter his
engine ot onto tne side Lrack it camec back o the main line

) agaln and had gone aboul five or s1x cac lenglhs when Tireman
Eold him thel tne cul ol core srould not ne gtopped (uinck caough.
de rave lhe crossing whislle, but chis was of no elfect. Inten-
man was sebtlin, brzkes on cars al the time and Lraln wes moviag

at the raote of abouv £ to b milecs un hous. Joeed ol train 10s
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not greater lunan uwsuaelly ukde when wakKing drop,
diroman Sansboeck statedw thal © wraln came down

4

ITo. 2 track and moved across lLracks av heaginzton and . icalfan
Avenue ond ghoved back over syvitch al Lalayetie .venue, ‘mcere
the (lying swilch ‘&3 sicrbed. fne ea:lne yelt 1n on lLeam
track and itrarm went oa dowm on o, & uvrack, e lhoughl Lrain
could anol bhe stopped 1n suificient time and edgincer blew cross-

1ng wnldtle. Le lett eaginc and starled Lo et on cabooze Lo

=]

see 1T he could nol help in stlopprng lLhe tioin. He nad jJust

got on Lop when brain stopped, he looked aneod ond Saw car sLand-

ing up 1a the air. lIe weat to Llhe crosging zad gaw tnhul a
pondola was oa Gop of slreetl cor.. while cars vere moving

tovaerd liichiraa avenue ne saw the switchman setting brekes. e -
had been makin, lhese drops every (ay ifor & weelk. [Te gould
not see streel car approacning ifrcw where he was.m

rowerman i18e stvated the b pe hes been working at tnis
crossiag for over lour years. At Lhe bume ol vhe aceirdent or
ag'minute before a train wvas mnoving aorth and a train moving
south. a 11ttle pirl berng 1a the way, his altention uus drawn
to her and he called 1o her Lo get oul of lne way, +hieh she did.
He 1hen looked out and observed Lhet « drop of cars had been
made on tae No. & track. the cngiane on the north btrack some=-
wha't obgoured his view and he kepbt nis pates up, loough he Had
8 moment before had them doun in order bo let o ¢, ¢ . I, eaglne
pasd.

He glated tnet vhe street cor had nol eiled wore than

two minotes lfor lhe trains to clear tae crossing. I1s atten-
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tion was first drawn to the oncoming cul of cere wvhon he
gay bhe g¢lreel cor conduc.or come out on the Wo. 2 irack
cnd g,1ve tne sipnel to go ahead. He Gthen looked .rowund ond
heard the switchian oa Lhe cut of cars call oul to lhe strect
cur conductor Lo let tiie cer remaln where LT wWas. Le glso
colled out and ot lee same time kepnt ringing hig bell us a
foriher warning . at lhis time tne cub ol cars wes but hali
a car length or & car lengbh from Lue crossiag. ffe thoupht
thot Lf the conductor had gone far enouph zerosg the Lw.cks he
vould nave observed bhe oncomins cut of cars.

Jusl previous Lo the accidenl ihe croesing zutbes
were dowm 1n order Lo let by a ¢, & L, 1. cogine, aad no0 SoOnEY
vere the pates up than tne motorman storted across. he fur-
ther stated thot befoxe the cor slarted and walle 11 was ,oing
over the crossing, lhe motorman wags enzaged in coaversation
with one of the passengers. Had the motorman leooked axound
he might have seen Lhe cut ol curs coming along. On being
oiven a go=2head signal by the conductor, howsver, he 1amedl-
alely started forvard. Mter he called ovt Lo bne conductor
1o let car remarn where 1l was, 16 was umpossible to lowver gates
11 Lime Lo avold accident. "ne rear enl ol The . & 5. I.
train wes just going over the crossing when ne pul the gales
up, and tne sireel car storled ag soon w8 lae Lrain cleared the

crossing. He sald thal bobh the conducior and the wolorman

gould have geen Lhe cars wmoving down on the crossing had lhey

e
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looked th:l way. He sai1d 1t wee not Lne general practice of
gtreet car conduclors 1o o entirely across the tracks ot this
v crogsing before 31 _,nuling their cars Lo cowme ahead, Sowe 50
gcross the first lrack and sowme accoss the second one, but
none oes further across tihen the second bLrack.
'} Tl L th ¢ dent wae the fairlure
Jhe primery cause ol vhis gccidenl was th a
of Conduclor ligher and lotorman galsh of Lhe streel car 1o pro-
S
V]

perly protect their cor by observing .e train movement on the

C. & w. I. trecks. “rom the bime this Ilyiap svitch was slaried
to the lime of the collision Llheve ausl have heen & coasiant
wovemeat of this btrain lowerds the crossing, aad both the con-
ductor and motorman could have observed Lhig wovemeat had Lhey
been alert. One of lne overating rules, fo. 41, of lhe Chicago
wbhrface Lines, reads, in part, as follows:
ILioctormen will hring their cars Lo a Tuvll svop be-
vween 1b and 25 feel from sbean rarlroad {rade cross-
1188, aad will not enter such crossiags unlil signaled
forvward by our signalman, or by conduec lor «fter ne hos
sone al least nalf way across the tracks, looked both
vays, <10 given the signal "come shead, all clear;™
1in no case yill tne molorman proceed, even alter beilng
Slphnaled, until he also has observed Gne crossing and
lfound 1t safe to cross.
Conlributing bo the accident iras the [ailvre of the
Coe & Wae 1o traln orewito control the sveed ol their troin wnd
to proteet 118 movement over lune crossing as required by rule
\ 759. This rule reads ao follows.

759. Cars must aol be backed, hor cat loose usad
allowed bto run over a street, highway, or praivete cross-
1ng witnounl a flaspman oa the rront of or preceding lhe
leading cur.

fhis rule was not complied with, 2nd while Lhe tr.in sould aot
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have reached tne crossing 1f lae movement had been made o
1atenced, nertner Qonductor liwal nor Switchman w»ioops Took
measures to assure themegelves th.t ithe train could be stopped
gnort of lhe crossing, depending eatirely on the lowermsn oad
troffic policewan Lo orotecl tne crossing.

I1 «1lso appears lLhal lne loworman was not as vigi-
lant as he might have oveen, for had ne been .horoughly alert
he might have opserved the approach ol lhe cars being drogped
on brock & and would have lherelore kept the crossing gates
down vntil assured tanat lhe cars would be sbopped belore reach-
11g tlie crossing.

zl11l another matter coantributing to the accident
wag bthe {aillure 1o have a traffic policeman siationcd ¢t the
crossing when bhe accident occurred. I't appears tuat o traf-
Iie policeman 18 gbtolioned alb tulg crossing from 8 a.m. until

Daiils 18 cars are coastantly

s

12 noon aad {rom 1.30 unbil b
moving along lhe lrocks, 1L 18 Just af essenbral bnal a traffic
policeman be siclioned atl tae crossin: dvring the noon hour
as at other times. Had an off.cer been presenl al ithe tiume
of tne accidenl 11l mighl nave heen prevented,

‘the train crew, Llhe street car crev and lihe tovermaa
had beeca on duty bul a few hours ol bthe time of tne accident,

and had had ample rest prior lhereto.
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