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én A INVESTIGATION 0F AW NOOIOBIT WITCH DOOURRED O R
YAZOO & HISEISSEIPPY VALLEY RAILROAD AT HONCOHWAH,
TENN., ARRYL 26, 1915, ‘
Wy @&“gi% lm

M Acrddl A6, L9V, bhard wso n hitiegmi mnﬂ‘f&iﬁﬁ
petvewn & lizhe eaxine sl an anployesst train in the Honoonmah
Yoare o) tie Yasoe & Misaineipd Vallsy Rallvosd, mear Neaphlas,
Tanw. , whieh reaulted in the death of F employess and injurice
o 5D eployees, Afher invaablootion ke Qhlaf of 3he Duresn
of Oafoty ropeaetn as followat

Hongonnah Yerd 4» about 9 adlas soubrs of Bevphis, and
B hharo aet ne obreey @5 faeld liies, tha Tamon & Miacfealppl
Vadlay Badlresd sperutes a;x‘&rm@wmm’ sendn pebwson Joukbh Yarl,
Hary hie, wno Rang Junet lon, ew?’;w:;, is &he wwia el of Bonoonnsd
Yagl, I3 .parsbsen ower the dnmidila 4rsak seln Lina from Bouth
Yard %o Bast .mmﬁmn,i&;& .isa:r:m, shen uyey aoundo frelsnd
ramaing Lowdke o E&f;:rm w;iw HEAD feeb, then oy aingle tzadk
engloe laad, or ruming track to Went Junesion G088 fees, Thin
gryloyeant erain raas at bowrly inkarvals, uminlly lesving the
Meash Turd st ¥MoLemore Avermo on the half-howe sl leaving Tosd
dusption on the oven honk, ex¢spt 4% neon mud «dnlehd, den
Vs leaving time is wayled Yo seoommotiats anployoees? rmal houra,
iz s ot & aoheduled vrain and oo hullating or insteuctions
hwve bDesn lamad with respeot o A%a movement, nor is any vecord
hapt of any ;laoe of $he leaving or sxrivipg tine ox of dolaya
Bo Bhe tralp. Movemsnts over the endn Llne sra protoetod by
#itomatic blosk slanxdla, while vard Tuies govern om the engine
Laad,
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Pnginen towing' to anl from $he roundhovog, whiah ia
it 4,000 fest seuth of Esak “0nles, paso aver this ongine
lasd, On oooasions when the employees' tvain is met on the
upging lewmi by Jighy englnea, the vrowtios {o fox tho ladbter
%o 8% Ande oleawr sk tha meaxsat wlbon anl sllioes the smployess!
teain $o pasa, The S2edk hetwaen Enat Sonlus mad th. #amwihouse
32 o sexine of short oupsves st sangonts sad axtends aloeny o
asnt alde of the yayd, bteside the switehling load, There is
Boshing 4o obatIuot the view of engiaswan of Sdaine apieosohlng
Trom eithor direasion. The adoldent goumarred on a Fale AWani~
ing alightly to she goull, »% the beglmainy of o 4-deyme? surva
ty the left or esat, Theze wns o haavy oy ab ths t1ins,

Tha employssa® $¥ain, csonalinging of 11 ewre, a1l of
nopden coRgsruotion, was hauled by switeh engineg 583, pwelling
in baokwarl notion, in ohnrpe of Engilseman Fowsd obd FPlroman
Holeon. 1% lof% Pouth Yard st 8.80 agee, stoppod st varias
pointae, ingluding Bast Dosdes, the last obep Lefors the aclliiasion,
G about 6,43 sem, oollided with Li:hd ongine 1887 af 4 polng
about 3,458 foet mouth of East fewles whils truveling at 3 mpeed
of abgut 6 cr T wilen s hour,

Tagine 1947, im ohare of Enginesas ¥reol and Viresen
Aleton, listed te leavs WAY Tard, aboud ons-belfl wile dietant
Lrou $he roupdhouse at Bopgonnah, nesy Tand Soalas, it 8.3 few.
on loaal freight Ro, 104, an soute %o Iyeramorg, Tean., loft the
préputabory (Radh of $ha Foumnihounse at abould 8443 e, , a1 foute
exathoust en the angine jead to the oubbound yard, sl s 5

pelint P85 fest morsh of the ewi%eh leading from %he IrOpRratory
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bragk $0 She sagine lewa @cllided wits the swployesst tralin,
having boen beevwbt o v siop previows %9 the wolllsion.

Exoapting she Llagwn, the ewisohin: azew in charge
el the e loyesa' wadn, & foreman wl w0 switohmen, Ware Aeeng
bhoue killeds ALY of the Rikled amt Sheso moge serimialy injursd
wake rloing on She SFant of Whe oy ing oF b e ek of the
fxont dusoh, Rulthar engins waa deralled, bub Sha @ollision doe
rolled $:0 Fivst cosoh of the ewployess' trsein, $ho rdnbforc sawl
staps of both snds of this goash Yeine omiahued, The toendar nills
6f anging J85 weyre bent and hreken, #hile #ng Aot and end e
of sngine IBOT ware lwaged. Paplne 263 waa mlled seey from
tha train o distange of whoud 30 ook, wlth i%p henk reabing
on the pilot bewn of smeine AP, badly ovunhed, indicsting
thed enine 1567 was In badkwad oot lon shan the w0 looometlves
&R0 K.

Englnormn Bogan, of enginas 83, haulin the asployecat
traln, stabed that the aun was shining whon Lhe tralin doparded
from Jouth Yexd at about 3,30 aume, i he Sherafors oXbingulrnsd
ds okl headlighs hefors atarting. Mo enocuntervd o Yory hasvy
£op, o4 EBaab Jundtion and beosuse of L4 wan - vooooding vary slowly.
Gn depazbing Iyon Fast J0ulon Lo asunlied the whintle and Seld
tiie firzawdn o ring the Hall, el smraeaiing Homn Loko oresnsing,
180w fest frow the peint of 2edlinion, scundad erpabhing w:iuble,
Be astimated the speed of his train a% O =ilen an hour and sald
Poomas Jopking oubk of tne eindos Jues befors the celliaten, ¥he
by stlow om hia slds bodnr elosed, He sndl Bl vislonm oxtenisd

Omly %o $he snl of the tank and Shak he omud rot nes angine ABGY
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umb il it was within 8 oy 10 feet of himy hoe woa posdtive thoet
e hawiliosht on shid engling e net burtdng. Hig iraldn ran
shiouk 30 feat afber obeikin, engine LEAT. Thay wexe due st Baasd
Uenler ub Ahoud Gudd neme anl were shout n tlke thera, bud b
oot loatiel that after gotting lnte tha for he lows 2 oy & wimibes
! bheoht he wess sboub 1 mimite Tate nb the 4lme of the rwoiderd,
He aadd the time o arclyald of biv tralp <8 the rendhouse ia
God3 Baruy a0l the SNoidant coturrel wb G40 Rery, ab R looked
at bio wabteh lenodistely safsrrward, Whon ached 1f he bhad a rop~
fuont rioht 0 YLe t2eek ke sald he suppoasd Bo, as the $ril; e
wdd Iadly o8 the pame Yikag, T hed oftar <ot 1i-h% engliaes on
thic srask, bub nover in e fog.

Firaman Rolson, of sngime 204, otated $hat ot Raxd
TWaien the yurdmastey thove B0ld %rem $o Look oub, osu the loasd
Soodne way onehere wr the traok. He told hla ongineman, o
dpanded $he vhigble, shile e hinneld started rluging the bell
Wl opentlmeed pinsing 36 wntdl the sollision coouwred., The
fradn wanally sreived ot Tast Males ab Q.40 B4rv., DUS o8 50~
gty af Hue yoxdmacterts gadkin g to thon, 18 414 not look ab
hin watonh whils thers, They wers rumadng atout H silop o houe
wivan e £4zot aaw engine 1867 movin: toward thewm, but a abord
Lhatanee awsy. He aald 1% wao noy oustomsry for $halr txadn %o
naat sasines on $hat frack, the encinge slwsys wolting % tha
108y arbbory traok,

Setbohrean Yalan, of engine 383, asting se flagman,
aboga! that Yhe wanther wos €léar whon thoy left Malswore

Avenne a% 64 wete, bhe fog balnz houviead afeor lanving Peak
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TGales ond reastrleting wha view to abeul U our lengtus, Heu
weod x4dAng s the Touw Geaoh aml 3nid they wors @ocesdin: &t
a apesd of asboul 3 wilaes sn hour, his firsd Intimation of an
s ldent bulag when $he traln esme %0 o medlen s%op ub G.48 A0,
this Balng the Yime shown Wy the waich of Forawen Curay, #ho
was Elllod.  Me huul hean on thils run sines Jumary and had newvaey
weh o JAght encles soving Trom the youndhound o the tlroe of she
suploygast train,

Bngineman Fresl, of englne LBGT, .fuhed that alter nore
naday sh she rounihcusd on sdomunt of work wok belng pvopealy
wng, Bhe brRakepran openad the svikod %e Lat hiv eneing odt on
Vi oyanning track sk they laf% s .48 seme  Defore lsawving,
ha turnod on nls adeotrie headlight and dlrsueisl ha Lizoman bo
Fln 46 Bell, $hia baing done by %he mpbosetio ringar, He eald
% anl his flrsman Fsalised sbhe dangesr sgdeding wdsy S8 Sun~
At ionn of thes wery heavy foz and woved so@ pingly, roceeding
very slowly, leeking out for any obstrudtlion =hieh might show
o on ki bEagk, snd he hod also esutloned als Cirewan %o hesr
2 nhags deokeut. Tha fieat lodleation he Lwad of any danecor
wish when he howrd she bell of sh sypgonshin:, sugine and he &%
oude applisd the alr Wnkes. Just shout the time the engling
stoppsd Re sav engine 24J goming shreugh the fop; by the Siwmo
the oolilaion ooourzod, Lo hal stoppad his snglng, releassd
Lo brakos and wes o3ving his englne shear in reverse motlon,

o hie oodaion, hed $he hesdlighd of engles 563 bean burning,
it would not have enshied his So see 1% ony bottexr, Ruglnenan

Froak stased o was fasdlisy with tha ruaning tinme of the e
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fhoywest tralm, 1% baing Ll ocustom t¢ rids this train every
sorniny Wwgery Baburday, He saa amare of the faot thas hat
$rain waa due &b bhe ansps a8 G.48 aew,, and knew $hal 1% bad
sat arrived, but axplalned the alrzevueatemes of his lewwing the
roundhiaied 88 B.4% a.n, Dy absting thad onglneran are expested
to leave the roundhousd prowpbly snd te rove on the rusning
Lraok axzaohing o meet onginos or Omrs Hnd to rrodesd unbgil
they 40 op sdah, Ln Mioh gvant the )ighd eagine ia sxpostad
o tuke sidin, sl poweld $he haavder traln o pans. He aald
ha hal owveupded 3he runniag $rack under these conditions wany
tdrpae praviously vl ghilae he spew Whas She orployous’ 2ain
had not w@rived, ha Lhapdly expagted to moet 1t belore he sl
rivas ol WY Yapd, as he ghought 16 would Bo late cn agoount of
tha Loge

Fivowen Alston, of ongine 1667, steted that they

pearted frorn the Feihonsse shoud B 40 ar & 43 a.m. e conl
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Bob aee mial. farthar shesd than the front of tne gnglne and had
baon o9 las & gareful leckaut, while the angine bell wan Doleg
run, By e sutosatlo ringer. His fir-d kawnledse of dangex
wan when Lo Feld tha oy byakes bBelng oiidied; ha Shep lsansd
vut of e wiaoos sl say englne 285 not ever 30 or 13 feod
Aiatant,. By whis tiwe Lis owvn sazing had abius gtopned, Fe
itid Aot hand shat BARe Bhe e loveast tPRein was due, b kngw
Eit % Roed nwot arriwed; ha bBad no oonvesation with his ene
Ginewan genowrnin: 1%, He sald ghey had eet obher emylovess?
traing on provious oRoRalons.



7s

Rrakomsss Williems, of sngine 154%, stated dhe% the
prukibouss foraman onusloned Unginenan Froeel o bo esreful,
faging that ha alghd woeut the esployees’ tealin. Before lwaving
kg paopadstory Wraek, e leokod at his watbtel and 1% waa G40
wetve  BO gpenel Bhe swltah and let the onyglas out on the running
L9 and upen eloning the awitsh zoda om $he pliot of the #n-
ping, loeking wud for gars, bud oould s vary littie on secouns
of thwe fog. Ho sadi the alostrio hesdligd wa busning and the
bell wimgln; #haen they left the roundbaige, Hs satiksted the
aoaed of his engine At net over 4 mdlas mn houy shen he 539 @n~
pafiad 80 spurosalilan, about I 94 lenghkhs sway, sl nele an ef-
fort % flag 1% bedore Jwping. He eatinmstad whe spsed of an-
piug S at B or 10 allez i howr anxd sadd shat tasin wowed
about an #ngdne length alltey %2 gallision. He thowoht hiz ows
SRging Lt G0 Yo » full atey when she gollision cooursel, Ho
did pot 89 Whe harddipid of sngine 203, end anld thas iF %
agp Warning 18 ess wary dinm.,  Brakervn Tillimez asid he ees
Fapdling S1%9 the Sdme of the espleyees' teain, ws he had baosn
B FaMler cas-onssry on i%, and knew Lt e due ot bhe soundBoung
BB 84D Geme  Hu Shouybt sboud thal $¥Fain, ek did not montion
it to Engineann Preal, an hae asld the rowrdihouae forsmgn wag
tosrs weging then $o get ous, thad they wore alrosdy late and
chennlid have Yoen on Shely train at that tiwme. Yo sald they
vanally Jdepart fyow Nonsemnsh Bafore the smplovess' xaln ay-—
riven, hub soreticras ~8t that 2aln on Lhe snnine lead, sl in
suah eases hey hasd 1n At o ewliteh about bLalf may to Bsas Woles

aied pofmit the smployews® train to pasa,
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Foresan HoFasdden, «f Henoonnnn Reun@houss, statal
Shat ab 8,30 ders Sho aliplng dlapateher sobifisd hism that Boe
pinensn Preol rearted 4 dofeetlve ovlindar ouek on hls emglne
wepel he want down to tha saging fo Ananedt the work that hal boon
dong, He thousht fhat sboud 15 rlmubves was Sakan up I ropalpe
iy, whe dufagt },m orlimiar euok, olter wioh Fnotnown. Freed
gogupliaen o mxlﬁﬁ *’;»imi“ﬁﬁﬁ in olling hin enclng befors ho depritad
aied Blomigny A% was sbeud G.40 g2 Sudl aye, wouan ongloe 17 left
$he roamdhouwsd, Re ons standing, ngsr the angine whan 4% ss5argoed
snd s B dneson Treel wae palling out, le yalled to him do lock
wut for b8 smdoydss? Braldn, bt aguld pod gy Ter sorbain
B inseas Fresl honsl his,

Taplmaater Zo00n%, & raddenyar on She sopdoyess! $Puln,
hafad She, Bhe sFuin lefy Soush Yard sk 8.3 a,m. andt the fog
wat heavy all thu wey from thore, but beosams thioker affar
lamein, Baat Donloa, netasslintise thelr procssiing at lower
1 #md than vaunl and sfver lesving Bant S@ales ine freln (@0
sgodad A% sbout & pr 7 midag ap heur. Yhen thoy were nesping
the rouelvass ths eesin eaws te v gudden stop; ha looked at
L watoh Just afier the solllqion and 4% sna 8,4 a.au Ha
gemt Borward ang fount engine 385 hed eyepned abous BO Toed
beyond She Qarp, having kreken oway Troe the tradn. Ee thought
eriiae 1467 was in beekward sotlon whan 40 wan atruak, ad that
1% hed palled saine 263 away frow $%a Y¥ain,

In vie: of thy f30% dhat the empdoyeen’ wRain was und
o aahsdinied Wreln and Lad no righte confeXred on 1%t by SEain

oxdsw4 or any inforxeblion or Lunesruotions of sy Blnd iomaed
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in ragard %0 4% by bulletin, elroular or othersiwe, 1% Wl
HOFE PIght €0 $he ek on whilah the a0 dend couudyel Lhen Gk
enpine 1667, Undar thoee sirounstancos the only rules whioh ars
belloved $o have amy o loatiun scs Tle B3 of she Book of Tudes
snd Pagagxoph § of the apealsnl lngtructlons in e tise table,
Wnile both of thess roles mofer to madn $eack coversndn, thay
e of general s rlleatlon, aml dn $he gvent of an smident | 1noe
Lhe 23apon ABALAT on tre woting Wrain. Those wale: 7o ud as

foliawas

&, Within yoard Liedse the main t2eok way he
Used, pmoteoting sgsingt Lizst alass Leelinm,
Se0oit and 3oAxd Plaav wEadna, el exhius,
et aowe wlihin yurd 1834 yrepered %o shon, wilass
the waln track 4 sedn oF Ynows to W aloar,
Pax, 8, %esond sut infarior Olass Sralne, axbrad
yoard anplnea, it iangines mel wobora will pun m&mﬁw
Sngough Hewphls Porminal s, expedting o il waln braok
oguupiad. In esae of aosidont blhwe respemasiklilty rusbe
#ikt $40 moving Srain.
This aoeldont wan gmsed by the fallurs of Enginean
Ragan, in ohaxpe of onglna 363, sad of Bnginowmn Fresl, in oharpge
B! eheins LBET, %o Sake propey pregsutions oy the asafety of
thedr $esins in viee of the axisting weuther gonditions, Epye
sinewan Hogen hod besn $0ld that thare waa & Llght engbne on
tha lewl, «vu wiikh fog eo shiek tast ha eonld not soas beyond
the apd of bia tendar, he shoudd have sand o fispmin aheed of
tls t2ain, Bnginesan Freel kmee the tilme the enployesea® Wrola
#as Mppossl 4o rensh the soundhouss and that 1% bad ot serivad
when Diis englne left the propseakory txngk, In view of the

waakhor Sonditions, he mhenld have Fewained on hs proparabory
traek wntil the wgloysos' train axvived or oled hove semd o
flagman shesd of bin engine in ks moveuent on the ahpine land,
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“ngineman Hogsa - empdoysl as engloanssn dn 1M,
PEAYLoMA B0 hieh B0 Tedd asd B yeora) sxpurlonds an aginonan
oft anether redlroasd. His recprd »nu gond,. A8 ¢bo tiwe of $hse
aacidenty, ho had Bees on sy wearly T heaurs altar a period
o7 dagy of about 13 houxs,  Whgine sn Preol had Leen amployed
b engindeswn o hiz rellrosd for sbout 19 yasr:, [Pov¥lae
e whiloh L had had 13 yerzs' esparlenos on snother ¥aiiresd,
In Jana, 198, he wan dlamiongd on socount of o ooliilon, Duw
iy Falaatakad Lo Teboary, 18, At Ltho time of the wooidsng,
i wae Jusd gedn on duty atiey & pawiod off dusy of shaut 11
[P -

Tha f:nilltions asareoumiin: the handlling of this B
phoysast tEalin wire oxoeesdingly dangerous snd jesotiondlly esownk-
&l Yo awn luvitstlon $0 the oovurrenos

of Jus% qaoh o oealdens
as readtwi, T gquestion of doublow-brsokin: the enging joan
in opder $o Pueniash groater sadesy to the saployess' trxedn had
bean ilooussoed at JUTerent tlimds Dy eeulovess and officialo
ol Ll Been Beousnt to the astembion of she Bafety Coumlites,
way ne dafiniie sotica had bosn vaken. Tee offiokals in ohawpe
of opsxation of this rart of she Pallzosd bear & great dond

of the rowronsibility fox She coourrenss of this acoident, and
fnneilnte obeys abould bo Sakor Ly fhem o provent lts reour-
rames, The movemont of a tEain o7 Shis ehaxnater 48 $lwmis a
day wavwean Toaath Tard and Wemotmah Yoxd, handlies as vdpy o#
a bachsnd oF e swmloyuse on seun of i%e btEips, shoudd be
sovarnel by definite frodenotlons, albhsr lvue sable or Tmlloe

tin, and rob ety o Qhunos el geod ek, In view of She froe-
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Quansy of $le movemans wnd Lo vesperntive impordanos, it i
aloo balleved Shat imcadiete ebaps shonld B %skan Goward
Sovblis~traeking the engling lond me %$hat thepse sovepents ey
aiways Be witn tha ougrent of traffie. Hed ml & Jdoub)s~braok
1ine baen svailable, aeeldmte of this eharaster unicubioadly

winhd Be o Tovanted,
KL,



