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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY COVERING
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE
BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILRCAD NEAR WOLF LAKE YARD
OFFICE, SOUTH CHICAGO, ILL, ON JUNE 14, 1920

Jury 20, 1920

To the Commassion

On June 14, 1920, there was a head-end collision between a pas-
senger t1amn and a freight tiamn of the Pere Marquette Railway on
the line of the Baltumore & Ohio Railroad, near Wolf Lake Yard
Office, approximately 2 miles east of South Chicago depot, resulting
m the death of 1 Pere Marquette employee, and the mmjury of 4
passengers, 4 Marquette employees, and 3 other persons After in-
vestigation of this acadent, which 1nvestigation was participated m
by the Public Utilities Commussion of Ilhnois, I respectfully submit
the following repoit

This accident ocenired on the West Subdivision—Chicago Davi-
sion—of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Pere Maiquette trains ate
operated over the Baltimore & Ohio tracks from Pine Junction to
Rocl Island Junction, $7 and 02 miles, respectively, east of South
Chicago depot This 15 a double-track line, and trains are operated
by time-table, train orders, and an automatic block-signal system
Train-order offices are located at Pine Junction and at Whating, 5 2
miles west of Pine Junction, Whiting being the last train-order office
east of the pownt of accident An operator 1s located at Wolf Lake
Yaird Office, 2 6 miles west of Whiting, but there 1s no train-order
signal at that point Rock Island Junction 1s 1 7 miles west of Wolf
Lake Yard Office -

The signals on this line are of the three-position upper-quadrant,
semaphore type, a tiain receiving the stop indication of an aunto-
matie block-signal 15 requuied to come to a stop and 18 then permitied
to proceed under caution

Approaching the scene of the accident from the east beginming
at Whiting towet, theie 1s a tangent 5,700 feet long, followed by a
50-foot curve toward the right o1 north 300 feet 1n length, a tangent
5,400 feet long, and a curve to the left or south of 1° for approxi-
mately 1,000 feet, the track 1s then tangent extending to Rock Island
Junction The aceident occurted on tangent tiack 200 feet west of
the west end of the 1° curve and about 700 feet west of Wolf Lake
Yard Office The giade 15 shightly ascending for westbound trains
The track from Whiting westward 1s all withm the yard hmts,
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the view was obscuted on account of the emive and by a line of poles
on the mside of the cuive The accompanying diagiam shows the
1elative location of the tracks and stations in the vicity of the
pownt of accident The weathel was clondy

The tiams myolved 1n this accident weie Pere Maiquetie east
bound freight train extra 1005 and westbound passenger tiun No
10, which 1s shown 1n the Baltimoire & Ohio time-table and operated
over the Baltimore & Qo tracks as tramm No 61 This train, known
as the “ Resort Special,” was making its second tuip of the season,
the fiast L11p having been made on June 10 It was en route from
Girand Rapads, Mich, to Chicago Extra 1005 consisted of engine
1005 and 59 cats, with Conductor Fianzler and Engmeman Lindsay
m charge Train No 61 consisted of engine 723, 1 steel-undertiame
haggage car, 1 wooden coach, 1 wooden club car, and 4 steel-unde:-
frame sleeping cars 1n the order named, with Conductor Batema and
Engineman Beldkering in charge B

On the moining of June 14 the westhound main track was blocked
by extra 4316 on account of a pulled-out drawbai, between Whiting
and Wolf Lake Yard Office, toavorddelay,westbound passenger t1ains
Nos 51 and 15 weie diverted to the eastbound tracle at Whitmg and
operated over that track agamst the current of traffic to Calumet
River DBridge, just east of Roclk Island Junction, wheie they weie
ciossed back to the westbound track These tiams passed Rock
Island Junction at 658 and 708 a m, 1espectively In the mean-
time the disabled car in extra 4316 had been set out and that t2ain
proceeded westwald, {ollowed by ere Marquette extra 910, this
train having passed Wolf Lalte Yard Office on the westhound main
track at about the time Baltimore & Ohio tiain No 135 passed on the
eastbound fraclkt  Shortly after train No 15 had passed Rock Island
Junction, Pere Marquette {1e1ght tramm eatia 1005, which had been
held at that point since about 6 58 a m , was permutted to proceed
In the meantime, however, the dispatcher, who undeistood that the
westbound main tiack was still blocked and easthound tiains were
being held at Rock Island Junction, had sent a message to the ciew
of Pere Marquette train No 61 at Pie Junction duecting that train
to cross over at Wliting and use the easthound main tiaclk to Calunet
River Bridge This tramn proceeded westward fiom Whiting at
715 a m and the accident occuried at about 724 a m  The speed
of train No 61 at the time of the accadent was variously estimated
at from 20 to 35 mules an hout, while extra 1005 was running at about
10 rmiles an hou

In addition to the engineman and fireman, the conductor and head
Inakeman weie 11ding on the engine of extia 1005 The block signal
at One hundredth Stieet was 1n clear position for this tiamn but the
signal near Wolf Take Yard Office was 1n the stop position, and on
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approaching this signal the engineman applied the bralees The em-
ployees on the engine saw the passenger train approaching but did
not know that 1t was on the eastbound traclk until 1t came aronnd
the cuive and wag only a shoit distance away The engineman then
applied the biakes i emeigency, and all of them jumped off the
engine before the tiamns collided The pownt of accident was 363
Teet west of the hlock signal

As ttain No 61 was approaching the end of the curve near Wolf
Lake Yaid Office, the fireman saw extin 1005 when 1t was 25 o1 30
car-lengths distant, he called a warming to the engineman and then
jumped off The engineman applied the biakes 1n emergency, went
over to the firteman’s side and saw the fierght tramn ahead, then tred
to 1evelse the engine but was unable 1o do so, and jumped off when
the two trains weile only a few car-lengths apait Txcept that the
brake on one sleeping ca was cut out, the biales on this tr1am were 1
good condition and the engimeman thought 1f the opposimg tiain had
been stopped when he fiist saw 1t he could have stopped his tran
tume to asoud the aceident

As a 1esult of the mmpact the enpines were locked together, ihe
front end of the smoke box on the passenger engine was ditven mnto
the smoke box of the fierght engme and the fiames and ey hnders
vwere bioken The engines 1cmaied upight, with the pony tiuels
of bhoth-engines under engine 725 The accompanying 1llustiation
shows the position of the two engimes after the accident The tendey
of engine 725 was pushed 1ts Tull length nto the baggape cat behind
it the opposite end of this car telescoping the fitst coach about halt
1ts length, tearing the 100f and one side entirely off tor this distance
The four sleeping cmis and the club car were not derailed o1 dam-
aged The tendel of engme 1004 was pushed into the ho< ca1r belund
1t the sixth, seventh seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth,
and twenty-fust ca1s were badly damaged or destioyed Fow 1a1ls
were damaged, each having a short bend downward evidently caused
by the impact o1 by the enpines 1ealing up and diopping back
Conductor Batema of train No 61 was killed

Baltimoie & Ohio Railioad rule 93 provides i pait as follows

On double tiack, within vard limts, when neccssaiy fo make moyements
aganst the curient of f1rafhe, engmes o1 {1ams will secure wiillen mstiuctions
flom the emplovee authorized by special instiuctrons before domg so, and will,
while using 1he ganie, proceed with cantion

When Dispatcher ITontz was informed the westbound mam tiaclk
was blocked by extra 4316 due to a drawbar having been pulled out
he sent a message to Operator Caiter at Wolf Lake Yaird Office, ad-
dresse] to Terminal Tramn Master Iugging, as follows

G vrrOTT, 6711720

RRH
4316 at Wolf Take on weslbound man with diiwbar out and I M 51

belind hun  Arlange to haudle 51 get by 4316
(Siened) H S C,622a m
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Upon receipt of this messape Operator Carter advised the dis-
patcher that the mght yardmaster had gone home, the day yaid-
master had not a111ved, and there was therefoie no one at that office
to handle 1t Acting upon nstructions from the dispatcher he then
telephoned this message to Yardmaster Mann at Ninetieth Stieet
Yaidmaster Mann immediately started to make arrangements to
detour Peie Marquette train No 51 on the eastbound track fiom
Whiting to Rock Island Junction When he called Whating towel
tiain No 51, which had been flagged by the preceding t1ain, was
alieady backing up towaird the tower

In the meantime Baltimore & Ohio Yard Clerlk Berg arived at
Wolf Lake Yard Office at 630 a m, leained that the westbound
mamn tiack was blocked by extra 4316 with a2 drawbar out, and
am1anged with Whiting and Rock Island Junction to detour tiam
No 51 over the easthound mamm ti1aclc He stated Yardmaster Mann
was on the telephone at that time, overheard the conversation, and
said he would notify the operator at Rock Island Junction to hold
everything until tramns Nos 51 and 15 passed Yard Clerk Derg
then notified Whiting that tramm No 51 could come After tiamn
No 51 passed, the dispatcher asked Operator Carter to find out how
tramng Nos 15 and 61 were going to be handled and Operator Caiter,
who had overheard Yard Cleilk Beig’s part of the conversation over
the telephone, reported to the dispatcher “All set to run wiong main
between Whiting and Rock Island Junction” The digpatcher then
asked 1f there were any switching engines or traing on the main
tracks between Pine Junction and Whiting Yard Clerk Beig ve-
ferred this mquiry to Yardmaster Mann and, upon learnmg that
there weie no engines o trams on that track, Operator Carter 1e-
ported to the dispatcher “All set to run wrong maimn Pine to Rock
Island Junction ”? The digpatcher understood this referred to Balti-
mole & Ohio train No 15 and Pere Marquette train No 61 and he
then sent messages to those t1ains at Whiting and Pine Junction, 1e-
spectively, as follows

Baclt over at Whiting and use No 2 tiack 1o Calumet Rivel Bridge

(8d) L NHTKAM

Yad Clerk Berg assumed 1t was the dispatcher’s purpose to cross
tramn No 15 over at Pine Junction, as the movement could be handled
morc promptly at that pomnt than at Whiting IIe then notified
Calumet River Buidge that tiain No 15 would use the eastbound
track fiom Pine Junction to Rock Island Junetion and to hold all
traing untal tramn No 15 arrived e thought tramm No 15 passed
Wolf Lake Yard Office at about 7 2 m and extia 4316 on the west-
bound track passed at about the same ttme At about 705 a m Rock
Island Junction called up, stating that an eastbound Pere Maiquette
freight tramn was waiting at that pomnt and wanted to know how
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tram No 61 was gomg to 1un  Yard Clerk Berp advised Rock
Island Junction that the westbound main track was clear and that
train No 61 would run over that track He said he did not 1ssue
specific directions to Rock Island Junection to allow extra 1003 to
proceed, but he assumed that train would proceed, as thele was no
longer any need of detouring traing, the westbound main track being
clear He said he had no mformation regarding orders or instruc-
tions 1ssued by the dispatcher to tram crews to run over the east-
bound main track fiom Pme Junction or Whiting to Rock Island
Junction, except that he heard the operator say he overheard a mes-
sage to Pme Junction for tramm No 15 to 1un over the eastbound
main track to Roclt Island Junction He did not know the time of
train No 61, as 16 was a new tram, but assumed that 1t would run
over the westbound main track unless a detour was arranged by
Wolf Lale Yard Office with Whiting tower

Operator Trowe at Whitmg 1eported to the dispatcher when he
heard train No 15 coming, and the dispatcher gave him a message
for tiamn No 15 to run on track 2 from Whiting to Calumet River
Bridge Triam No 15 arrived at 655 a m, ciossed over and de-
parted on track 2 at 7a m He then reported train No 61 comng,
and the dispatcher instructed him to cross 1t over, saying that -
structions for that train had been 1ssued at Pine Junction Tram
No 61 crossed over at 712 a m and departed at 715 a m

Leverman Hanert at Calumet River Bridge, at about the time
train No 15 was passing, heard Wolf Lake Yard Office and Rock
Island Junction talling over the telephone HHe did not know who
1t was at Wolf Lake Yai1d Office, but instructions were 1ssued to allow
the easthound freight train to proceed after train No 15 cleared, and
train No 61 would run on the westbound main track  Train Diuector
Hammer at Rock Island Junction then repeated these mstructions to
him, and he gave extra 1005 a signal to proceed Ie said extra 4316
followed train No 15 into South Chicago, and the westbound mam
track was clear when extia 1005 procesded eastward

Dispatcher Hontz did not notify Trainmaster Huggins o1 the yard-
master at Wolf Lake Yard Office that he had issued the message to
tiamn No 61torun ontiack 2 e considered that after recerving the
information conveyed to him by the Wolf Lake Yaid Office operator
the movement could be made safely The dispatcher stated, however
“ He did not say 15 or 61, but he said ‘them’” He did not make
messages of the transactions with the Wol{ Lake Yard Office operator
for the reason that 1t was not customary to write down conversations
When asked as to the custom of handling detour movements within
yard Imuts the dispatcher said that such movements were handled
under mstructions fiom the yardmaster and that his purpose 1n 1ssu-
ng the messages to trains Nos 15 and 61 to cross over and use track 2
was to facihitate the movement
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Yaid Clerk Berg had been employed at Wolf Lake Yard Office for
about 14 years, 1t has always been the practice during that time for
the yardmaster to ariange detonrs between Whiting and Rock Tsland
Junction Several times previously he has made artangements foi
detour movements similar to those airanged for on the morning of
this accident and in the absence of the yardmaster from the oftce
it has been the custom for the clerk to act in his place e said he
had never been authorized by the terminal tramnmaster or the yard-
master to do this, but he handled the trams as he thought the yard-
master would do  He was fully awaie of the 1esponsibility mvolved
in arranging for a detour and realised that 1t was necessary to have
both ends protected befoie allowing a detour to be made YWhen
the eastbound extra at Rock Island Junction was released he knew
there were two other westbound passenge: trains due shoitly, but
he did not know how they were running and did not malke any effoit
to ascertain their location, assuming that no further detoms would
be made without consulting the yardmaster or tiammmaster  He later
admitted, however, that 1n 1eleasing extra 1005 he practically over-
looked tram No 61 He had received no 1eport regarding train No
61 and did not know the exact time it was due Ile had never known
of any case where the dispatcher issued an order or mstiuctions to
tramns 1n a detowr movement from Whiting to Rock Island Junction,
the duspatcher always 1equuiing that such movements be handled by
the tiainmaster or yardmaster

Operator Carter had no conversation with the fust-trzek operator
who relieved him, made no tianster either oral or wiitten, and did
not convey to the fiist-trick operator any information as to what
arrangements hacd been made for detouring tiains Nos 15 and 61
He thought that 1f a transfer had been made 1t ®vas possible the first-
trick operator might have taken steps to prevent the accident, but he
sa1d that 1t had not been customary for any of the operators at
Woll Lalee Yard Office to make a transfer during the three months
he had been there He had gone off duty before tiains Nos 13 and
61 passed

Operator Trowe stated that detours 1n this teiritory aie usually
artanged by the trainmaster npon request of the dispatcher, and -
st1uctions a1e 1eceived f1om the yaidmaster at Wolf Lake Yaid Office,
m this ease, however, he 1eceived no nstructions from Wolf Lake
Yard Office and he cai11ed out ordeis of the dispatcher  Ile did not
communicate with Wolf Lale Yaid Office, as 1t 1s not customaiy to
1eport trains conmimg to them unless they yequest that nformation
He did not have any telephone conversation with Calumet River
Buidge o1 Roclt Island Junction prior to the accident, and he did
not overhear any telephone conversation 1elative to the detour move-
ment He knew of no special istructions having been 1ssuetl
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1elative to detours, vard engines are sometimes detoured without
communicating with the dispatcher

Assistant General Yardmaster Mann, who was on duty at Ninetieth
Strect, stated that he made no airangements for detouring train No
61 and did not have any intention of detouring that train at that
time He did not know that he was tallung with Yard Clerl Berg
ovet the telephone while arianging the detoms for trains Nos 51
and 15, but thought he was tallung with the operator at Wolf Lake
Yard Oftice He was on duty until about 710 o1 715 a m, and at
about 7 a m he learned from Wol{ Lake Yaid Office that extia 4316
was moving e did not notify anybody that the westbound main
traclkk was clemr and did not make arrangements with Rock Island
Junction to 1elease the eastbound Pere Maiquette train held there
After he recerved imformation that traing were moving on the west-
bound tiack and he saw extia 4316 coming 1n over Ninety-fiist Stiect
he went home

Yardmaster Kernan, on duty at-Wolf Lake Yard Office, stated
that his hows on duty weie flom 7a m to 7p m On the day of
the accident he cdid not come on duty until about 710 a m and lnew
nothing of train No 61 being detoured on tiack 2 against the current

“of tiaffic until he saw 1t going by lus office on that tiack, He had

not heen msiructed as to who was authorized to airange a detou,
but supposed that the yardmaster or tiainmaster would have that
authority He had made necessary ariangements for such move-
ments, and he thought this had also been done mn lus absence by lus
cleil, he had never taken exception to anyone othey than himself
antanemg for detour movements in his district during his absence,
although he had not specihieally authorized anyone to make such
airangements On account of eastern time bemg adopted m Chi-
cago, he and Night Yardmaster Zeller had made a tentative airanpe-
ment, to 1eheve one another on city time instead of standaid time,
but he did not understand that this airangement was to go nto effect
unt1l after the tevminal tiainmaster had been consulted, and theie-
fore he did not come on duty until the regular time on the moining
of this aceident  Night Yardmaster Zeller, however, undeistood that
he would be relieved at 6 o’clock standaid time nstead of 7 o’clock
on the morming of the accident and left Wolf Lale Yaid Office before
Dav Yardmaster I{einan arrived

Night Yardmaster Zeller stated that the yaidmaster alone 1s
authoi1zed to arrange for detows, and he had no knowledge of any
other peison at Wolf Lalke Yard Office having made ariangements
for such movements Ile stated that m the absence of the yaid-
mastel 16 would be necessary to wait until he could be commumicated
with befole making ariangements for a movement of that character
The necessity for detouring trains arose after he had gone home and

I
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he had no Lknowledge 1lelative to ariangements made for these
detomrs

Geneial Yardmaster MeNelhs, located at Ninetieth Street, stated
that he had never ieceived any instructions as to the manner of
handling detoured tiains, but beheved that he was authorized to
malte arrangement for such movements He stated that no one other
than the yardmaster was authorized to arrange for a detour, and m
the absence of the yardmaster 1t would be necessa1y for the clerk to
find him

Terminal Trammaster Huggins said that so far as he knew no
gpecial instiuctions regarding the method of detcuring trans within
yard limits preferred to in 1ule 93 had been 1ssued, but 1t had heen a
practice of long standing for the local yardmaster in chaige of the
teriitory 1n which such operations were made to arrange detours of
trains, and that in practice this was done at the request of the dis-
patcher Yardmasters had no authority to delegate thiz duty to
clerks ot other employees, but he was aware vardmasters frequently
were assisted by cleilis in maling the necessary airangements, the
yardmasters assuming all 1esponsibility for the detour He stated
that necessary mstructions aie 1ssued over the telephone by the yard-
master, and 1t 18 not the practice to 1ssue written instructions to the
crews of the trans being detoured as required by rule 93 He had
never had any occasion to instruct yairdmasters under hus jurisdiction
oL question them 1 regard to detouring trains withw this teritory
In the absence of the yardmaster at Wolf Lake Yaad Office the
assistant general yardmaster at South Chicago at mght, o1 the general
yardmaster at South Chicago 1n daytime, would be 1equired to make
arrangements for detourmg trams in this terrtory

This aceident was caused by Dispatcher Hontz dunecting that a
t1ain be diverted to another track and operated agamnst the current of
traflic without ascertainimg positively or taling measures to insure
that opposing trains weire heing held to protect this movement, and
by Yard Clerk Berg permitting opposing tiains to proceed without
first ascertamning definitely that other trains were not being diverted
and operated against the curient of tiaffic

While Dispatcher Hontz’s error resulted fiom s endeavor to
facilitate the movement of trains Nos 15 and 61, he was not justified
. basing any action affecting the movement of trains upon the state-
ments made to him by Operator Caiter which diad not specity any
tiains by number In view of the fact that under rule 93 1t was
the practice for the yardmaster to direct and malke necessary a1range-
ments for detowring tiains 1n this teiritory, with which practice the
chspatcher was thoroughly familiar, Dispatcher Hontz should not
have 15sued any mstinctions to t1ans Nos 15 and 61 except upon 1e-
quest of the yaidmaster and upon 1cceipt of a message signed by ham
specifymg the measwes taken to msuie protection fo1 the movement
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Yard Clerk Beip assumed the authouity of the yardmaster, his
supet1ol, who was absent fiom Wolf Lake Yaird Office, and took 1t
upon himself to make at1angements for detouring trains Nos 51 and
15 without msk1netions, notwithstandmg that he soon leained Yaid-
master Mann at Ninetieth Stieet was also engaged n malang at-
rangements to the same end  The mvestigation developed that Yard
Clerkk Berg had performed smular duties upon previous occasions
with the knownledge of and without eriticism by the yardmaster n
charge of Wolf Lake Yard Office Yard Cleaik Berg was at fault mn
this case for the 1eason that after the passage of tramn No 135 he
permitted the eastbound tiain being held at Rock Island Junction
to proceed without first ascertaiming positively that other tramns weie
not being divetted and operated on track £ agamst the cuirent of
tiaffic  Had he taken the precaution to communicate with the dis-
palchel or the operator at Whiting befoie 1eleasing the t1ain al Roclk
Island Junction the aceident could have been averted

Operator Carter, at Wolf Lake Yard Office, was at fault fo
giving the dispatcher information i1egarding alrangements which
had been made to protect trains being operated against the cuirent of
tiathe, concerning which aiangements he lnmself had very incom-
plete knowledge, obtammed by overhearing Yard Clerk Beig’s portion
of a conversation over the telephone, also for hus failure to malke a
transfer as 1equuiecd by the r1ules o1 mmform the operator 1elieving
Inm of the airangements which had been made for diverting tiains
Nos 13 and Gl to tiaclt 2 He was the only employee at Wolf Lalke
Yaid Office who was aware of these ar1angements, and had he con-
veyed this infoimation to the reheving operator o1 to Yaird Clerk
Berg 1t 1s probable that the accident would have been averted

Night Yardmaster Zeller was at fault for going off duty before
the day yardmaster artived, leaving Wolf Lake Yard Ofhce without
anyone 1n authonity fo1 neaily an hour Had he remained on duty he
would have been 1n position himgelf to make necessary airangements
for detouring trains 1n this instance, and the misunderstanding which
led to this accident might not have oceuried

Day Yardmaster Kernan 1s also subject to eriticisim for the reason
that he was awate lus clerlr had on previous occasions made arrange-
ments for detowing trans without consulting him and without hav-
g any mstructions 1n the matter

Assistant General Yardmaster Mann 1s also subject to ciiticism
for the reason that when called upon to make ariangements for de-
townng trains 1n this mnstance he did not assnme full charge n the
matter, and when he leained that ariangements weie also bemng made
from Wolf Lale Yard Office he did not ascertain definitely who was
maling such artangements and that there was no yardmaster on
duty at that pomnt He apparently left ariangements to be com-
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pleted by Woif Lake Yard Ofhice without ascertanung who was on
duly at that point, as notwithstanding the fact that he had ar1anged
to hold eastbound tramms at Roelk Island Junction, he did not 1elease
those 11amng before gomg oft duty when he had been mformed the
westhourd main track was cleai

The paraglaph of 1ule 93 of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, pre-
viously quoted, which 1elates to movements of this character, con-
templates that speeial mstiuctions 1elative to detours shall be 1ssued
corermg each Jocation and requures thal wiitten mstructions fiom
the employee authorized by such special mstiuctions (o ariange de-
tours will be 1ssued to engines o1 tramms being detoured  Tle 1y es-
tigation dasclosed that no such specal mstiuctions hod been 1ssued
by the Baltimoie & Ohio Railroad, and the method of handling de-
tours followed in this case was 1n accordance with a practice which
had grown up m service and which was of long standing  In add-
tion to the unwarianted assumption of authoity by Yad Clerik
Berg and the e11or on the pait of the dispatcher n 1ssuing an order
chirecting the mosement of a train over a track which was duectly
under the jmasdiction of the yaidmaster, the fact that the mpht
forces were being 1eheied by day employees just at this time, o1ders
telative to defour movements were being 1ssued f1om thiee different
pomts, and the lack of proper transfers and understanding between
men who wele going off duty and the employees 1ebeving them, con-
tiibuted to this aceident The investigation diselosed evtiemely lax
operating practices which 1endered this acadent possible and which
proper guperviston should have chsclosed  Notwithstanding these
practices, had proper precauntion been excicised 1 the ariangements
fo1 detonring tiain No 61 several of the employees 1nvolved were 1n
position to have detected the error 1n time to have prevented the
acewrdent

Dispatcher Hont entered the seryvice of the Baltimore & Olio Rail-
10ad as an operator m 1907 and was promoted to extia tiam dis-
patcher 1m 1914 He had seived 1n that capacity for appiosimately
3 yems  Yaid Clerk Berg entered the service of the Baltimole &
Ohio Railioad as a messenger 1 1906, and had seived as vard (lerk
and ntality clerk since 1908, having been located at Wolf Lake Yaid
Office since 1913 Operator Carter was employed on March (8, 1920,
havimg had about 23 years’ experience as a telegiaph operatol
Yardmasters Zeller, I{ernan, and Mann weie men of long expeinence
and were thoroughly familian with operating practices in the locality
whete this aceident oceniled  Nome of the employees mvolied was
on cuty conlialy to the provisions of the houis of seivice law

Respectfully submitted
W P Borowxp

Cheef, Buseaw of Sapety

TEASHINCION  COYVERNMIDNT FPINTING DXL ILD 1920




