INTERSTATE €O I'iLpPCE COILISSIOT

REPORT Or THE DIPECTLF OF THz BURZIAT OF 3AFETY IN RE INVES-
-. TIGA™ION OF AN ACCIDEI'T "EICH OCCURRID AT THE INTER-
- SECTI08 O TER TRACIYS OF TRV ILLTEOTS CEWTRAL RAILROAD
AND TPFE GRTAT ACRTHEPK RAILWAY AT HILLS, MUTNT., Ox
ITARCH 28, 1933.

April 28, 1923.

TG THE COLITISSICNH

Cn .iarch 2, 1923, +there was a side collision be-
tweer t7i0 passaenger traims at the intersectinn of the tracks
cf the Illinsiz Central Parliroad aad thz Great Northerrn hail-
way at d1lls, .irn., vwhich resulted in the death of one
employce ard tue 1njury of one emnloyee

The 1nvestigatrcn of this acecadent vas wmade 1n con-

Junction 7mth a representative ¢f tnc “iarescta Failrocad and
Warehouse Comm=ssion.

Location and methed of opzration.

At Tthe point of accident beoth railroads are single-
track lines over which trains are opcrascd by tire-table ard
train orders, no bleck-sigral syster being in use. Toe
generel directicon of the Illinecis Cerntral Failrecad is east
and vest, zad of the Great Northern Railwav north and south.
Approeching the crossing froa the east on the Illiaecis CJentral
hailrcad the track -s tangent for cver 3,000 feet, =hile the
grade 1s cractically levei from tae station to the cressing,
a2 distance of apgrozimastely 800 feet; approachirg this cross—
11z 110 the north orn the Great Vorthern Rail var cormerncing
at the station ead vroceeding south, the track is tangent Zor
1,397 feet, followed hy a curve of 1° to the right 800 feet
in lengtn, the traclt 1s then tangent for 175 feet tc the
roint of acczdent. The grade fror the depot scuthward 1is
0.3 per cent descendiny Tor 800 fzet and 1s thern level to the
reoint of accident. There 18 no interlocking plant at thas

' crossing, and the only fixed signals prosecting the movament
0f Jreins over Tthis crossing are stop boards located 200 and
8GO0 feet distant con the Tllinoas Central Pailrcad and 400 feet
distant orn the Great ecrshern Railtayy 1t 18 also regaired
by state lav, as well as by the operating tules of the Great
I'orthern Rei1lway, that all trains shall stop ‘hen approaching
a rarlroad cressing at zrade, not less than 200 feet or rcre
than €00 fcet from the c-ossing, provided 1t 1s not ecuinped
vitn ar interlincking plant, the Illinois Centrzl rile reguarec



-

trains to approacha=s such crossings witn caution, and to
stop vrerc regaired by lav. The vies of The crossing, and
the -ntervening evace bevteen the tracks of each line, 1s
unobstructed, the track of cach line being bullt on a f111
for over 750 feet aporcachirng the crossing. The weather was
cloudy at the time of the accident, which cccurred at about

10,30 a.m.
Description.

Tllinois Central wes*bound passenger train No. 71l
consisted of one coroination mall and baggage car, one coach,
one dining car ard one Pullman sleeping car, all of alil-steel
cons“ruction, hauled ty zngine 8033, and was in charge of
Conductor Harrington and %nglaeran ¥licKinger Thxzs train
left the station at Fi1lls at 10.28 a.rr , 38 minutes late, and
collided 72tn Great Forthorn massenger train o, 181 at the
intarsacsion of the track of these T lines, approxinately
800 feet -test of the stasicn, while travelains et an estimated

speed of 4 rmiles an hour

Great Northern southhcund passcnger traia I'o. 1€1
consisted of onc combination —z1l and baggsge car and two
coaches, all of woocden coastruction, hauled by engine 928, and
was 1n charge of Conductcr Butler and Engineman Church. This
trair arrived at Hills at 10.20 a.r , completed 138 station
work, pulled dewn and took watver au tane tank, located about
200 feet south of the station, and then proceeded southward
tovard the ¢rossing and collzded 73th Illinois Central passen-
ger train No. 711 at the crossaing, Jhich 1s approximately
1,800 feet south »f the water tank, hile traveling at a speed
of acout 8 m:2lcs an hour.

The force of the collision derailed Illinois Central
engine a032 o the south of the Illinois Central +track and
west of the crossing, 1t cane to rest at the bottom of a 15-
fcot enbankrent 1n an upright position, quite badly dameged,
the teonder and the forward truck of the baggage car were also
derailed Great Northern engine 228 was derailed and came %o
rest in an upright position across tae Illinois Central track
Just west of the crossing, the sender remazned coipled and
'es derarled to the east of the Great Northern track. The
ggg%oyee g1lled was the fireman of Illinocis Central cngine

e

Summary of evidence.

Enginenan Flickinger, of Illinois Central Train Fe.
711, statcd tha*t after the usual station -work -ras corpleted he
recelved a proceed signal from *the conducior, sounded two
olasts on the whistle, and procceded westvard At Tthis time



he gaw the Great Yorthern traix —ear their hoass-~track switch,
imich 1s approxirctely 1,300 faes cr*b of the crossing, mov-
ing south Y@ sueted that the Cress Fortuern Traln then
drifted to2 a roint in the wiciniiv oF thﬁ stop board locatcd
azout 40C fees north of tnc ecrossing arnd then began to wotk
stes 1, at this <ime his om trzin was zsbouas 75 feet from the
crossing, wrevelirg at a speed of 13 miltes a= hour, & he

571d he qt once aprlied thc sir “razes in ocmergency anc had
~ 4

redaced gococed Lo aboabt 4 miles an hour at she time ol the
collision. He was positive 1n h staterznt that the Greast
Nerthern train dzd not stod at any time after he first saw 1%
trein no. 711, stated thet

Condaster Harriaston, of

Limediately aftcr leavaing the station, he lLeard the cnginer.an
sound the cressing waletle, nd ras Pnﬁave* in collecting

transportattor vhen ne feld the air bT“K s asplied 1n crer-

oocney, tho cell: 51om oocurrqu grorely a ELIW&TGS, he es-
tiraled the speed at she tirc of Golivsion 5t * or 5 miles
arr hoar. He dz4 “ot see ta~ Crest Yorthzrs trein at ary tire

He said the usual stat-on siop at Tillse was wade, 7with the
ongine standirg abeut 280C feet —west of the 800-Ifoot board,
£0C feet eant of the 300-foot poard, and th-t 8 STOp was
according to the rmles zad compiied mnta

all e rojuircoents
of tke law and afaed that a sccond stop was never radae for
“he crossinag.

th-
F

Saa

Raggageman llatzen was standirg in the doer of tac
beggase car and saw the Great Northern train apeorcacaing when
17 was orpos:tc the sectina house, “hich 1s 1,188 feev fron
the cmossing. e also stated tnecs the Creat llorshern treain
d1d ncv stop, and that thz brakes were aprslicd on his cm
train "men atoai 60 feet from the crossing, alfter which he
" ped 3¢ the ground; he egtimaded the grzed of train at
tlFO ne 1LWDﬂd t¢c have bccn ébout 22 males an hour Flag-

of %thec
excent tnat he cstimeted
to have

5

("‘n‘n

*Wllioﬂa Ju"tra¢ CmpLOVGOS
shecd of his train at the tine of the accidens
~a or 15 w1lecs an hoar

181
the

Sreat Ucrthern troar Noo
statzd that after the usual stop at the station at Hills,
trazin ncved soutnvard to the water tark, took water and
cecoed scathward toward the crogsing and steopoed at a POlnt
bet seen 100 and 150 feet north of the cross'ng stop beard, an
approXimate distance cof 550 fee® norsh of the Illirois Central

Zrginenan Church, cf

!JJ_

c¢rossing. Trom his position on the right side of the south-
und train he could not sce and 414 not «now there wsas a
woeathourd frain arproaching the crossing Fro~ his side of

the c¢ngine cab he was able to se. the crossing 7as clear and
he was informed by the fireman that 1t vas clear oa that side
t.e sa1d that after coming to a full 3top, he released the alr

Lo



brakes, sounded the whistle, aad started shead, and was “ork-
ing stea1 at the time of vhe collis_om, atv which time he
thought che speesd cf his trzin vaes abcat £ =miles an hour. He

was of the cpiaicn shet the J1l.vors Ccavral engine ran 1nto
his engine. Trcinensn Cairch Siitaer stanced fthat he had al-
ways Tound Mils Firemin So be relizcle, aad felt ro uneasiness
on account of h:is lezving his Dosytion o the Jeft side of

the ceb

Fircran Jchrson, of train MNo. 1€1, stated that after
takirg mater a: the tsnk he got con his seat Gox znd Toce To
the point al which zhey storsved for fthe Illincis Central crogs-
ing: that afcar tntis stop wes rane hLe zontinited to ride in
this gosztion 1e¢r abcut & car Length and *hen ot down te put
1a & fire aul was erngezted in doxng this until the woment cf
the collision. He stzted roc-tivelv that vhen The stop for
the crossing ~wes rade ae cbssoved whe Iilirois Centrel ftrain
stundaing at “heir stedicn and that 2t -vac still standing there
when he Jeft his seat pox to put 1n a fize.

The testimcny of Condurtor R. A. RBuatler and Baggage-
man B = Bubtler, of trazn To 1&l, &added noirirng cf inportanc:
to thz evidence; each corrconrated the statament of the enzine

af and firecan tast the creossing stor Wwas nade after leaving
the rates tank, RBagpageraa R I 3usler staived taat The saw the
IZlinois Centzal tisin standing at the station at the tire
tae ston was mede for the crossiag, bat did not notice hen
tnat trzin lefit the station. Zoth the ceonductor ana haggaze-
mar stated thet a vwhissle sizael was sounded after stopring
ToT the crossing.

StArtenents v1ade by wvariols outside watnesses, incliuo-
ing Passergers on the %m0 trains, ~vere as conflicaeing as those
made by the emplcyees, 2nd brought cut no alditionel inforra-
S1en of impoitance.

Cocnclusions

This accident was caused by the failure of the engane
crews of th: t-o Srairns to teke Droper precavticns for the safe
noversnt of their ressectiwe trains over tae crossing atb
Frade.

vuch tastimony was presented 1n an endeavor toc prove
which enqine actually rezcned the crossing first, but ander the
¢ircamsizases 1t 13 not concidered of great irrortance to
settle tris question, for 1%t 1s clear that neither cculd have
Teacned the croesing rore *hsn a very few feet 1n advance of
the ecsher, end that had either engine crew exercised the nprope
degree of cere this situation would not have arisen.

1



-5-

Fncnerian Fllckﬂngpl accerding to his ¢ m stalbewent,
made no atte ﬂt to briag his Traia to a ctep vatil TS tras
within 75 feew ¢f <he crowsiag, wirle cthe fiweman of tne Great
Northern tralz cot doam from bis geat oox in2n nls tran vas
SQne aiscince freom the cressing, and Razireran Cnurch then
hegar to iork gueam, kKaoving his t_reris was not naintainuing =
lovkout, arid cortimued to work steam Jdnc:l +“P asclaent oc-
curred There 15 210 evidence that eitaer tra:n had the raizgnht
of ~fay over sthe other, anc a3 eaca was -~ plrin sient, and
moving av a 1oV raeve of speed. 1t would have Ween a siaple
matier %o have stopzed ana to have rade sivre tnat the ~ovemant
could be radzs n salety vefore proceeding over the ¢rossing.

-

3

It 15 probsble that *he density of Sraffic ovaer this
crocsing wodltd rot werrunt t2s 1mastaliation of an interilocking
plant to gua~d against accideats of this cnerecter, bub enrle
protection could he affo-aed by snc vse of crossiag gates,
0T ranually oncrated samachoTe siguals, Jhocn weuld Teqw
that 2 Sraivran procced te the crosring irn advanze of his
tTain and rlace thz sigaal governing rioverieate cver the opgos-
132 liae 1rn S.0op MosSiTtilon belfnie nis o.m trawn started to move
over tns Ccrogs rg had such a protecti—e device “een 1n use,
this accidens Lnduubte¢L“ noald rov rave cccarred.

ALl of the emplovess i1nvelved sere excerieaced men,
cae of the ensineman had keea erploved as suacn for =ore than
37 years snd ihe other feor rore thzn 32 vears. A% the time
0 The accident the crew of the Illirois Central “rain hud
wezn on duty less than 4 hoars, afier olf-ducw os ricds of
fror 23 to 80 Lcurs, the crew of “he Cresz% Worthern train had
been on duty nearly £ nours, after off-duvty pericds cf frem
23 Lours tc several cava.

Regpnectfully submitted,
T, P. BORLAID,

Director.



