6814

THE RAILROAD GAZETTE.

[SEPTEMBER 7, 1894

Washington, Ohio & Western.

mont.

Statesville & Western.

Oxford & Henderson.

And we undersand thal some half dozen minor salesand
as many more conveyances of other kinds are now in pro-
gress in order to perfect the minor details of the work.
_ Prior to the reorgenization, the properties now merged
into the Southern Railway Co. were covered by about 70
separate mortgages. About 40 of these mortgages have
been eliminated in one way or another.

Sranvens

Decribed briefly, and ignoring many small branch lines,
the Southern Railway Co. extends from Washington, or,

Alexandria, Va., and from West
Va., via Salisbury, N. C., to Au-
gusta and Atlanta, Ga.; and thence to the Mississippi
River at Greenville. At Salisbury another main line
crosses the State of North Carolina by way of Asheville;
thence over to Knoxville and Chattanooga, Tenn., an
from there to Rome, Ga., where it divides, one line going
to Brunswick and the other to Meridian, Miss. Another
line runs from Louisville to Lexington and Burgin, Ky.,
there ing with the Cinci i Southern.

more properly, from
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ern Railway are Washington, D. C., Alexandria, Va.,
Charlottesville, Va., Rich d an 2
Danville, Va.,

a., .y
Raleigh, N. C.. Durham, N. C., Greens

boro, N. C., Statesville, N. C., Asheville, N. C., Salem-

Winston, N. C., Charlotte, N. C., Columbia, N. C.,
Spartanbarg, S. C., Greenville, S. C., Avgusta, Ga.,
Atlanta, Ga., Macon, Ga., Brunswick, Ga., Bristol, Tenn.,
Louisville, Ky., Lexington, Ky., Knoxville, Tenn.,
Chattanooga, Tenn., Rome, Ga., Birmingham, Ala., An-

niston, Ala.. Columbus, Miss., and Selma, Ala.
‘The lines of the company, located as they are, reach
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Fig 29

History of Railroad Signals.
“ Plate 82, with paper by Mr. A. H. Foknson.

and serve all of the diversified intersts of the South. In
the way of mineral, they penetrate its two great coal
fields, viz., the Kentucky and Tennessee coal fields on the
north and the Alabama coal field on the South, and from
these are able to supply all the States d by them,

at Louisville, and, in addition 1o this, it penetifites in
every direction the country in which tobacco is grown,
especially in the neighborhood of Oxford and Durbam,
in North Carolina, and along almost the entire length o'f
the former Western North Carolina Railroad, which is
now a part of its system. By way of Augusta and its
connections to Florida it does a very large share of the
garden truck business in the Southeastern States. It is
the most direct passenger line from Washington to At.
lanta and all the intermediate points, and also as short as
any line to Florida. The Old Piedmont Air Line, which
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is part ofJthe system, has long been famous.
he properties- b d in the i had

bonded and floating debts of about $135,000,000. This is

now reduced to a bonded debt of ,000,000, including

They also reach the great iron industries of the South at
Knoxville, C d, Ct Anniston, Birming-
bham, and intermediate points. Iron is made cheaper at
Birmingham than at any other place in the United States,
or, for that matter, in the world. On the Western di-
vision of the system there are over 30 iron furnaces.
Through i ble small b hes the y goes

SIGNAL. CONTROLLING GEAR.
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« Plate 88, with paper by Mr. A. IH. Fohnson.

The Cincinnati Southernfand the Memphis & Charles-
ton were included in the plan of reorganization as origi-
nally promulgated, but were dropj;ed from the amended
plan, as the security holders failed to accept the terms
offered. They have not bettered their condition by their
refusal, and the general impression is that, sooner or
later, these lines will be acquired. The Southern Co. is
also expected to control the Central of Georgia when re-
organized. [ TR ety

Among the wost important cities reached by the South-

Google

into the very heart of the lumber territory in the States
through which it runs. It is able, of course, to draw
cotton from every direction, not only* on its own lines,
but from its connections, and it penetrates, the sections
of North and South Carolina and Georgia which are cc-
cupied by cotton mills. The growth of cotton mills along
the line is, perhaps, one of its most remarkable features.
Right through the hard times new mills have been going
up, especially in North Carolina. Its lines in Kentucky
enables it to control its full share of the tobacco business

i bonds (which are reserved), to take up all un-

derlying bonds and all the bonds and stocks of the 491

miles of leased railtoad. The company will also issue

abou‘t 56.002,0_01\ more bonds during the next two years, to

d i i roper-

kinds
id

P! e t au the
ties, which will make the total bonded debt of all
$100,000,000. The plan of ization wisely p:

that $20,000,000 of bonds additional (to be strung out
through a series of years) may be issued hereafter only for
the further development of the property. The interest
charges fore the reorganization were about $7,500,000
per annum, and sinking funds were about $600,000 to
$700,000 per annum additional. The new- company’s
charges are $4,100,000, for 1894, $4,700,000 :or 1895, and
$5,400,000 for 1896.

The old company was always in such dire financial
straits and had such’large fixed charges that it could not
afford 10 spend a cent on the property where such expen-
ditures could possibly be avoided, and in this way it
really lost business. “Furthermore, its financial necessi-
ties led it to litigate all claims of shippers for lost or
damaged goods, such litigation in nine cases out of ten
having for its object simply to procrastinate and delay
payment. The new company, organized as it mow is,
can, of course, follow a different policy, and by fair
treatment of shippers is sure to enlarge its business.

Another interesting feature is that, notwithstanding the
nominal control of the former East Tennessee, Virginia
& Georgia and Richmond & Danville systems by the now
defunct Terminal Co., there was no actual control, and
the two compsnies did not co-operate even in the ordi-
nary interchange of business. e jealousy between the
two was so great that they preferred to turn business over
to some outside connection rather than give it to each
other. Amother feature is the consolidation of the busi-
ness izati and ion of expenses at junc-
tion points where the Danville and East Tennessee have
each maintained separate izations X

In several of the Southern States, legislation has been
bitterly hostile, and it must be admitted that the way these

ies were d p ked such legislati As
a result of the reorganmization there is already a much
better feeling in this respect, and is certain to grow as
the community is better served.—New Vork Sun.

A Historical Sketch of Railroad Signaling.*

[Continued from page 561.]

In looking over these old records, one is impressed by
the number of devices which we recognize in the
many signal patents taken out from time to time by in-
experienced inventors. It would take a long time to
briefly describe the great number of different devices
that have been proposed for signaling, but I will mnot
dismiss the subject without mentioning a sigmal pro-
posed about 1845, which revolved quickly to indicate
a clear track, slowly to indicate caution and was stopped
to indicate danger or stop. Hand signals for use in
starting, stopping, backing, etc., were introduced at an
early day and have changed very little in principle as
used to-day.

Detonators or torpedo signals were introduced about
1841 as auxiliary audible signals for use in foggy weather.

In England, where there is much fog, the trackmen
have standing oiders to report for duty as fog-signal men
in case of fog. Each man has his alloted position at a
home or distant signal. He takes a supply of detonators
and places two of them on the rail or removes them in

d; with the indicati of the fixed signal which
he serves. Many attempts have been made during the
past fifty years to do this fog signalling by automatic
machines, working in conjunction with the fixed signals.
No such machine has been widely introduced, owing pa:tly
to its being a bad principle to depend upon the action of
mechanism which is only called into practical use under
exceptional conditions, except when, like fire engines,

- *From a tecture by Mr. Arthur H, Johnson delivered before
Lawrence Scientific School, Harvard University, Cambridge,
May, 18%4.
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