
Araii. I7, 1903. 275THE RAILROAD GAZETTE
~

FRIDAY, APRIL 17.1903.

CONTENTS
ILLl'STltATEi):

. RockIslandConsolidation(2-8-0)Locomotive... .. 277
TheColumbusShopImprovements.. . . .. .. . . .. . .. 278
SandBlastCleaningof StructuralSteel. . . . . . . . .. 280
The MohanTicket.. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 282
SuburbanLocomotivefor the GreatEasternof

England.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 282
PneumaticTurn-Table. . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. 282
TheCurtisSteamTurbine. .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. 28.1

CONTRIBUTIONS:
WrongRepairsto TrojanCouplers. . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 275
TheMississippiRiverOverflow. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 275
UmbrellaSheds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . 275
ArboricultureontheMichiganCentral. . . . .. . . . . . . 275
SomeRailroadingStories.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 275

l-IDITORIAL:
WhattheTradeUnionsOverlook. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. 28-4
TheNorthernSecuritiesDecision. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 284
EditorialNotes. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..284,285
TradeCatalogues. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1. . . 285

MISCELLANEOUS:
NorthernSecuritiesCompanyDeclaredIllegal.... 276
TradeUnionContract—-AStandardForm. .. . . . .. 277
Tie Timber. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 282
FastTimeontheChicago& NorthWestern. . . . . .. 283

GENERALNEWS:
Technical.. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 286
TheScrapileap .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . .. . .. 287
MeetingsandAnnouncements. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 288
Personal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . .. 285
ElectionsandAppointments. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 288
LocomotiveBuilding. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . .. 289
Car Building. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. 289
BridgeBuilding. . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. ‘:89
RailroadConstruction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 289
GeneralRailroadl\'ews. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 290

Contributions

I

WrongRepairsto TrojanCouplers.

Troy, N. Y., April 1,1903.
'l‘oran Emma01-‘Tina RAILROAD(z'|AZi'."l‘TE2

Will youkindlybringthefollowingsubject,whichwe
believewill beinteresting,to thenoticeof yourreaders:

It hasbeenbroughttoourattentionrecentlythatsome
railroadcompaniesarereplacing,whenbroken,thedrop
-forgedsteeloperatingrodsof Trojancouplers,withcast
iron,malleableironor cat-steelimitationsof theserods.

The improprietyof suchreplacementswill beconspic
Liouslyapparentto the railroadoperatingdepartments,
particularlysincetheseimitationsdonotevenconformin
essentialdimensions,and we trust that theywill give
instructionsto inspectorsatintercliangepointsto beon
thelookoutforsuchimproperrepairs.

Theincidentwill bringtothemindsofsomethesimilar
practiceof replacingbrokenknuckleswith thosemade
of grayironandmalleableironin theearly’90s.' THETROJANcancouruznco.

TheMississippiRiverOverflow.

NewOrleans,La.,April 7, 1903.
'1‘orm; Enrronor Tm: 1t.\n.no.\nGazr:'r'r|::

Thestatementconcerningthisyear'shighwaterin the
Mississippiin your "Scrap Heap" of April 3, is not
entirelycorrect.

.

Nodestructionfromwaterhasoccurredsince1897.In
that year therewere38 breaksin the leveesbetween
CairoandNewOrleans,about965miles. This year,al
thoughthe floodheightexceededthat of 1897in most
places,andin someas muchas 21,5ft., therehavebeen
onlyfiyebreaksin thatpart of theriver,owingto the
improvementin the leveesystemduringthe past five
years. Amongtheseis theliymeliacrevasse,which,in
steadof beingbeyondcontrol,hasbeenclosedand the
railroadshaveresumedoperation.

The relativeareasoverflowedin 1897and1903is re
ducedin proportionto thenumberof breaks.The flood,
with its danger,hasnot entirelypassedfromthe lower
partof theriver,butthisstatementis correctuptodate.

B.M.HABROD,c.i-:.

UmbrellaSheds.

NewYork, April 13,1903.
To THEEnrronor Tm: RAILROADGuerra:

I amthoroughlyin accordwith thegeneralviewsex
plessedin the editorialon “UmbrellaSheds"in your
issueof April 10,namely,that too muchstressis laid
on the absolutenecessityof havinga largeexpensive
train-shedat passengerterminalstations. In manycases
a judiciousarrangementof platformroofsandcross-roofs
will givebetterresultsthana low,inadequateandbadly
designedtrain-shed.

In my book,“Buildingsand Structuresof American
Railroads,”publishedin 1893,I calledattentionto the

constantneedof repairson a largetrain-shed,andthe
largefirst cost. Exceptingduringverystormyweather,
thissystemprovidesampleprotectionfor passengersand
baggage.The deafeningnoisefromtrains andengines,
\vhichrendersa greatmanytrain-shedsveryobjection
able,is doncawaywith. Thenoiseofescapingsteamfrom
cylindersor safetyvalves,theringingof thebell,andthe
soundsaccompanyingtheslippingof thedriversin start
inga heavytr.-tin,oftenrendera largesheda nuisance.

WALTERo.BERG.

Arboricultureon theMichiganCentral.

Detroit,Mich.,April 8, 1903.
To Tin-:Emmaor Till-J RAILROADGnznrrs:

I haveyourletteraskingfor informationastomethods
employedon this roadfor theembellishmentof station
grounds.

Years ago greenhouseswereestablishedat Ypsilanti
andNileswhereour stationgroundsarequiteextensive
and lay of groundis suchthat theycouldbe planted
and ornamentedat comparativelyslightexpense.Year
byyearwehavecontinuedtheworkof planting,andnow
manyof our stationgroundson both main line and
branchesaremuchmorepleasingto theeyethanin their
originalcondition.This work is in chargeof theEngi
neeringDepartmentunder the directionof a Chief
Gardeiier.The expenseamountsto but verylittle and
will decreaseratherthanincrease,asit is nowourpolicy
tousehardyshrubsfor ornamentationratherthanbloom
ingor foliageplants. Theseshrubsarebeingpropagated
at variouspointsandwhenadditionalplantingis ordered
wegenerallyhaveor expecttohavenecessarystockwith
outpurchasingouthemarket.

Patronsof the roadandcitizensat practicallyall of
our stationsaretakinga greatinterestin thework,and
it is veryseldoma requestis madeby a committeeof
citizensfromanytownalongthelinefor :1littleattention
onourpartthatdoesnotcarrywithit anofferof assist
ancein the natureof grading,layingwaterpipes,etc.
This,of course,reducestheexpensetoa minimumas the
plantingtakesbut littletimeandgroundsaretakencare,
of by somenecessaryattacheof thestation,as he finds
timeto devoteto suchwork. The greenhousesreferred
to,in additionto furnishingsmallfloralofferingsfor lady
passengerson our trains,provideandcare for plants,
palms,ferns.etc.,tobefoundin all ourdininghallsand
dining(2ll’S. ,

I havegivenyou a roughand hurriedoutlineof
iuethollsat presentemployedon this lineof workandI
hopefor theircontinuance.In additionto enibellishing
stationgrounds,we are interestedin thecultivationof
catalpas.This workis comparativelyyoungwithus,but
wehavemanythousandtreesplantedat outlyingstations
which are beingaddedto yearly and watchedwith
interest.' w. s. KINNI-JAR,

ChiefEngineer,MichiganUcnlrolRailroad.
[The beginningof this workhadsomeamusinginci

dents. In 1892Mr. Hawksbecamechiefengineer.His
energywasrestless.In theearlyspringhebroughtdown
from the Mackinacline severalbarrelsof trailing‘ar
butus.andhadthesesweet-smellingMay flowerstiedin
smallbouquetsandattachedtoa smallcard: "With the
complimentsof theEngineeringDepartment."Passenger
train conductorswereeasilyinducedto distributethese
souvenirsamongthe womenpassengers.Calledto ac
count,Hawksexplainedthatbewasonly lettingpeople
knowthattherewassucha thingas an engineeringde
partment.He wasacquittedof thechargeof interfering
with thebusinessof anotherdepartmenton theground
that"hehada righttoadvertisehisown. WhentheMay
flowerseasonpassed,someladles'aidsocietiesof churches
at Ypsilantiandothercitiescontractedto furnishthe
engineeringdepartmentwith smallbouquets,at a mod
erateprice,theproceedsto bedevotedto thespreadof
gospel,that is, the maintenanceof the(‘l_l\Lll‘(‘llBS.This
continuanceof activity causeda secondinquiry, and
Hawks’replythat,asanengineer,hewasonly"adapting
theforcesof natureto theusesof man"wasnotconsid
eredfully responsive.It wasdevelopedthathehadpaid
all costsfromhisownpocket,andalsoth.nthehadbegun
thegreenhouseat Ypsilanti. The valueof theideahad
beensowell shownthattheengineeringdepartmentwas
formallyauthorizedto go ahead.but the passenger
departmenttook chargeof the “floral ofl‘crlngs."—
EDl’I‘OR.]

SomeRailroadingStories.

To run Eorroaor Tm: RamnoxnGAZETTE:
A fewreminiscencesfromanoldrailroader'sdiarymay

beof interestat this time. Railroadaccidentsusually
are causedby carelessnessor negligenceon the partof
employees;somepermittingthemselvesto beoverworked;
somearenaturallyindifferentandcareless.The former
areexcusabletoa certaindegree,whilefor thelatterthere
is nojustification.Take.for instance.theappallingacci
dentat Tucson,Ariz., the latterpart of last January.
SuperintendentAgler, of that road, is quotedby the
newspapersas saying: “We havemadeup our minds
wheretheblamebelongs. Thewreckwasdueto
the fault of the operator. The wholestory is
toldin two words: ‘He forgot. Yes,“he forgot,"as
operatorssometimesdo whoareoverworked.That boy
urotehometo his parentstimeandagaintellingthem
this. It seemsto methesuperintendentoughtto have
beenawareof this. Twelvehoursa day.or night,as the

in

casemaybe,actingas operator,ticketagent,baggage
man,switchman,and frequentlymanagerof a commer
cial telegraphoflice,as well as otherminorduties,is
almosttoomuchfor humannatureto stand,andis cer
tainlymorethanshouldbeimposedupononeperson. A
young,activeman,frequentlya mereboy,is selectedfor
thisresponsiblework. I knowthis,as I speakfromex
perience.Undertheseconditionswho is mostto blame
for theseterribleaccidentsandtheharrowingscenesaf
tendingthem? The youngandoverworkedoperator,or
theolderandmoreexperiencedsuperintendent‘?

Manyyearsagoanoperatorbut14yearsof ageworked
nightanddayas operatorandticketagentfor a period
of nearlytwo weeksat a stretch. The resultwas that
at theendof this timehedozedofi onenight,gotup in
hissleepandtooka trainorderfora downspecialengine
to crossan up woodtrain at his station. When he
awoke.about5 a.m.,hediscoveredtheorderon his desk,
in his own handwriting.It hadbeenreceivedand re
pliedto,as themarkson it indicated.This wasall the
knowledgehehadof it; hedid not rememberhavingre
ceivedit. He immediatelyturnedthesignalin frontof
the station,and walkedout on the platformonly to
observethedownspecialenginecomingup. It hadpassed
bywhilehewassleeping,and,onturninga curvea couple
of milesawaytheengineerdiscoveredthewoodtraincom
ing towardshim,and_thinkingdiscretionthebetterpart
of valor,stoppedandbackedup.

Nothingserioushappenedin this instance,but the
questionarises,Whowouldhavebeenmostto blamehad
anaccidentresulted—theoperatorin shortpants,or the
superintendent,who oughtto havebeencognizantof
whatwasgoingon?

A peculiarthinghappenedon the.\IissouriPacificat
Lexington,Mo.,a fewyearsago. A freighttrainreached
thatstationaboutnoon,andthetrainhandswentacross
thewayto a lunchstandfor somethingto eat. On re
turningfromluncheon,thefiremanandoneof thebrake
men,beinga little in advanceof theothers,‘discovered
that threeemptyflat carswhich,for conveniencesake,
hadbeenplacedin frontof theengine,haddisappeared,
and.sofar astheeyecouldreachdowntheline,werenot
visible. Theyknowthatthecarsmusthavebrokenaway,
or hadbeenreleasedfromtheenginebysomemischievous
person,andsentspinningdownthegradeas fastas they
couldgo, into the faceof a pasengertrain whichwas
dueat thenextstationin a few minutes.So theydis
connectedlhe enginefromtherestof thetrain,jumped
aboard,pulledwideopenthethrottleandstartedon a
racefor life afterthosecars. Threemilesbelowwasa
curve. On turningthistheycouldseethethreeflatcars
aboutthreemilesahead,bouncingand jumpingalong,
swayingfromsidetoside,andmakingtheverybesttime
they could. The fireman,actingas engineer,realized
thathemustcatchthosecarsin thenextfiveminutesor
it wasall upwiththepassengertrain,whichwascoming
-towardthemonly a few milesaway. He pulledthe
throttlewide open,the brakeman,actingas fireman.
workedlike a Trojan, shovelingin thecoal,and away’
theenginesped.andnearertherunawaycarstheycame.
Lookingoverandaheadof themtheycouldseetheex
pressjust cominginto Aullville. As theydrewnearer
thecarsthebrakemanclimbedoutof thecabwindow,a
coupling-pinin hishand,makinghis wayalongtheside
of theengineto thepilot in front. Reachingoverand
graspingthepilot-barwithonehand,raisedit, and,with
a coupling-pinin theother,stoodreadyto makethecon
nection.The firemanat thethrottlewaitedfor thesig
nal. IIe sawa handcomeoutfromthesideof theengine,
whichtold him the connectionwas made. lie quickly
reversedhis lever,andin a fewsecondstheycameto a
standstill.

Onenight,someyearsago,on theSantaFe road,the
nightoperatorat P
his headrestingon his arms,whichwerefoldedon the
table,whenthedespatchercalledhim. He wasall atten
-tionin a moment,receiveda crossingorderfor thedown
expresstocrosstheup“flyer"at hisstation. He replied
to it in properform. He had beenasleep,but had
arousedhimselffor thetimebeingandhadtakenupon
himselfa heavyresponsibility.But he was tired,and
hesitateda momentbeforerising from his chair and
pullingthecordthat turnedthe signalin front of the
station. His headfelloverandrestedonhisarmsagain;
he was fast asleep.The “flyer"and fast expresswere
rushingtowardeachother.somedistanceaway,to be
sure,but surelyand swiftly nearingeachother. The
operatorslepton. The "flyer”reachedP andflew
pastthe station. The operatorawoke,graspedhis lan
tcrn,rushedthroughthedoorwayandoutto theplatform,
only to seethe rear lightsof theflyerdisappearingin
thedistance.He swunghis red_lantern,butto no pur
pose;it wastoolate.

»Whenhe rushedout to theplatformhehad left the
doorsopenbehindhim. Suddenlyhe heardthe sound
of his instrument:thedespatcherwascallinghim.- He
hesitatcd:1moment:he trembledall over. Shouldllu
answerhis call‘! He realizedthathehadbeenderelict
in hisdutyandanawfulcollisionseemedsure. It almost
madehima cowardfor themoment,buthadn'theworked
nightanddayfor thepastweek? The agent'swifehad
diedandhehaddonedoubleduty. Wouldnotthisexcuse
him? no hurriedinto his officeandansweredhis call.
The despatchersentan ordermmullingthe onewhich
hadbeentheIuuscof theoperator'sawfulanxiety;thc
tlyercouldsalclygoon to the nextstationbecausethc
expresshadbeendclnycdbya hotbox.

Theoperatorfelt in-MP1‘.
(‘. \\',‘l'IIA\'F.R.

wasenjoying'ashortnapwith'
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