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ing a good view of the trains that are being dealt with; that is
to say, wholly by observing the indication lights in the inter-
locking machine. The plant was designed by the signal depart-
ment of the Pennsylvania, A. H. Rudd, signal engineer, and
the installation was made by the New York division forces.

STATE COMMISSION REPORTS

The New York, New Jersey and New Hampshire public
service commissions have this week completed their annual re-
ports. As yet only that from New Hampshire has been pub-
lished in complete form, however, and our reports of the others
are made up from advance notices which have been issued.
There have been added notices of two special reports from
Massachusetts.

NEW YORK

The New York State Public Service Commission, First district,
has presented its eighth annual report to the legislature. The
principal activities of the board have to do with the construction
of new subway and elevated railroads in New York City, and
during the 12 months of 1914, the commission awarded 24 con-
struction contracts, which aggregated in value about $52,000,000.
This is more than double the amount of the contracts given out
in 1913. Payments by the city and by the operating @ompanies
for new lines aggregated in 1914 about $26,000,000. he con-
tracts on which work is now in progress total about $142,000,000.
The commission has 2,100 employees and its running expenses
for the year were about $3,000,000. Of this amount $2,500,000
was chargeable to rapid transit, the preparation of plans, super-
vision of construction, etc. For the fiscal year ended June 30,
1914, the total number of passengers carried by all street rail-
roads in the First district, that is, elevated, subway and surface
lines, was 1,813,204,692, an increase of 43,328,184 over the pre-
vious year. The total receipts of such companies for the year
were $94,153,673, an increase of $2,012,068. Estimating the popu-
lation of the greater city at 5,400,000, this is $17.43 per capita for
street car fares.

{he New 1r0rk State Public Service Commission, Second dis-
trict, sent its annual report to the legislature January 15. A de-
tailed account is given of the volume of work which has been
done by the commission during the past year, and it is estimated
that 25 per cent more work has been done than during any sim-
ilar period in the past. The number of hearings held during the
year was 630, occupying 298 whole days, and 2,195 formal and
informal cases have been settled since March 16, the day when
the present personnel of the commission was organized.

The commission recommends legislation to give it further au-
thority to suspend proposed rates; a law to amend the long and
short haul clause of the railroad law and one to require carriers
to furnish shippers with a written statement of rates when called
for. The commission has granted 142 certificates of public con-
venience and necessity for auto-bus lines on the highways. The
commission believes that the highway department could attend
to this matter, which takes the time of the members from more
important things.

The commission also recommends a more businesslike and
economical management of the contributions made by the state
to the abolition of highway grade crossings. No appropriation
for this purpose has been made by the state legislature for three
years past, and cases are now pending where the state (which
usually pays 25 per cent of such improvements) ought to con-
tribute $1,000,000. Of the 8,679 grade crossings in New York
State, a large share are on state and county highways, and some
of the money for abolishing crossings can be taken from the
highwayv funds. The commission strongly recommends the adop-
tion of a definite program of appropriations in order that . this
great problem may be systematically dealt with.

MASSACHUSETTS

The Public Service Commission of Massachusetts, in a special
report to the legislature, estimates that the amount invested in
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the electric railroads of the state is $226,253,407, including the
sum of $25982,695 for subways built by the city of Boston. The
order of the legislature in this matter was the result of a discus-
sion of proposals to have the electric lines taken over by the
state, the cost of which, it will be seen, would be about two hun-
dred millions, plus an annual return of 10 per cent on the in-
vestment, which is stipulated in the laws under which most or
all of the companies were organized. To get an accurate esti-
mate of the value of the roads, says the commission, it would
be necessary to have first a physical valuation of the property,
which would cost $230,000 or more. The commission gives a
negative answer to the proposal broached in the legislature, to
assess the property adjacent to existing street railway lines for
the purpose of raising money with which to purchase them.
NEW JERSEY

The Board of Public Utility Commissioners of New Jersey
has issued advance sheets of that part of the board’s annual
report which includes its recommendations. During the past
vear the board has approved issues of stocks, bonds and other
securities in 59 cases, the par value of these issues amounting
to $88,106,750. The report gives an outline of the rules under
which the commission acts in cases of this kind so as to avoid
giving any approval which may be taken as a guarantee of
either stocks or bonds to the investor. The number of com-
plaints submitted to the board during the year was 606, and
hearings have been held in 456 proceedings. The action of the
commissicn has resulted in numerous reductions in freight
rates, but most of these proceedings have been of an informal
nature,

Plans have been made for the elimination of 30 grade crossings,
and hearings have been held in 21 of these cases. The Pennsyl-
vania during the past year has eliminated 13 grade crossings at
Rahway, in connection with its extensive elevation of tracks
through that place. The West Jersev & Seashore has hegun
work which will abolish 11 crossings in Camden. The Lacka-
wanna has eliminated seven crossings in Chatham and is doing
similar work in South Orange and other places which will cost
nearly $500,000. Ten crossings are to bhe abolished in Madison.

The board has ordered automatic bells at some crossings where
the cost of maintaining an attendant was deemed unwarranted :
and action has been taken looking to the erection of uniform
signs at all crossings which are not attended by flagmen through-
out the 24 hours. The Central of New Jersey has put in the
hands of its crossing watchmen warning disks bearing the word
“Stop” and reports satisfaction from their use. They have been
obeyed without question by travelers on the highway. In a
conference between the commission and different roads, with a
view to making this plan universal throughout the state, op-
position developed; though the board believes that the ex-
perience of the Central of New Jersey has answered all of the
criticisms which were made by the other roads.

The board recommends the amendment of the law empower-
ing it to fix rates, so as to clearly define the policy of the state
as forbidding the commission to value the franchise of a utility
in excess of the sum which has been lcgitimately spent in pro-
curing it, and repeats a number of recommendations which were
made to the last session of the legislature, but which were not
adopted by that body.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

The New Hampshire Public Service Commission has sent to
the governor and the legislature its report for the two years
ending August 31, 1914. The scope of the activities of the com-
mission has greatly broadened during these two vears, and the
commissioners feel that this has been one of the most useful
departments of the state government. They believe that if there
should necver again be a single reduction in the price of public
service, the cost of the commission would be justified by the
single item of the reduction in the price of gas in four principal
cities; and in three of the four cases the reduction was accom-
plished by adjustment without any public hearing.



