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THE NEWEST TERMINAL INTERLOCKING.

THE smallest interlocking plant is fully as capable of satisfy-

ing the conditions which demand its installation as the larg-
est, and, if properly installed, is quite as effective in the facility
of operation secured. The problems connected with large inter-
locking plants such as those at terminals appear, however, to be
much more complicated than at smaller plants.

At any rate the terminal interlocking plant seems to represent
the highest development of signal engineering. Several terminal
plants recently installed are particularly impressive in the number
of levers they contain, and the conditions that have had to be met
in their construction. Among these is the interlocking for the
new passenger terminal of the Chicago & North Western which
was put in service on June 4. Not only did the planning and
installing of this interlocking and signaling demand a high degree
of engineering skill on the part of the officers in charge, but the
conditions surrounding the actual work required the constant
exercise of tactfulness, diplomacy and executive ability.

Only those who have been aware from time to time of the
tremendous strain under which Mr. Peabody and his forces and
the General Railway Signal Co., the contractors for the signaling
and interlocking, have carried on the work, appreciate what a
gigantic task was completed when the installation was turned over
to the operating department. This installation and those con-
nected with the Grand Central Terminal and the Pennsylvania
Station in New York seem to be fully capable of handling the i 1nlice cvery
increases in traffic during the periods for which these terminals  colunigs a- o
are designed, and it is hard to conceive how any larger or more i
complicated plants can be required, but in view of past and pres-
ent growth in the signaling field, it is probable that before many
venrs these terminal instaliations will be as far from the record
for size as the plants at St. Louis, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia and
Boston now are.
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