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A Rolling Pin as a Positive Staff

To TuE EDITOR: ;

I am sending you a copy of the Traction News, a bul-
letin issued, by the Houghton County Traction Co.
Houghton, Mich. Your attention is especially called to
the description of the staft system used on this road.

WOODEN TOKEN A KEY TO SAFETY

It is of utmost importance to the company, as well as
yourself, that every precaution be taken to ensure your
safety on our street cars.

A carved piece of wood, with all the appearance of a roll-
ing pin, serves as a “key to safety” on the Calumet-Houghton
line between the Pewable switch and the double track at the
Laurium sub-station, these two places being passing points
for cars on this line. Usually a rolling pin is considered a
very dangerous weapon, if it is not used for the purpose it
was intended, but in the above case it is used as a “key” or
token to insure your safety.

This company operates its cars on a system known as
“positive meeting or passing points,” since it does not main-
tain a regular day and night dispatching force.

The next time ycu ride on the Calumet-Houghton line take
note how this key serves its purpose. The motorman holding
this key has the right-of-way over this section of line, and
10 other car is allowed on this line, unless special dispatching
orders are issued from the superintendent’s office.

hen a motorman running on this line reaches the
Pewabic switch, he stops his car and passes the “safety key"
to the motorman going in the opposite direction, with it the
right-of-way to the Laurium double track, where he again
passes it to the motorman going in the opposite direction,
and so on throughout the day. No regular motorman is ad-
mitted to this section of line without this key, or unless he
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has been given special dispatching orders by telephone from
the superintendent’s office.

This system of using a key for dispatching was started in
the early days of the property to prevent any chance of one
motorman mistaking a car from another line, which might
easily happen in a heavy fog or a very bad snowstorm, as
the car he was expected to pass before he could proceed over
this line. Such a mistake might very easily cause a serious
head-on collision between two opposing cars.

. Chicago. H. B. PFLASTERER,

Hazard Manufacturing Co.




