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A Swing Rail Crossing
By W. H. R.

A SWING rail type of crossing was installed at Ama-
_ rillo, Tex., at the main line crossing of the Atchi-
son, Topeka & Santa Fe and the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific, on November 19, 1921. This is the first crossing
of this type manufactured by the Walls, Frogless Switch
& Manufacturing Company, East St. Louis, Ill., and was
connected into the interlocking by the signal forces of the
Santa Fe, which road maintains the interlocking at
Amarillo.

The crossing is operated and locked from the inter-
locking and has the same protection as an interlocked

View of the Swing Rail Crossing in Service on the Sante Fe

switch, The lever, normal or reversed. operates and locks
the crossing and no extra lever is used for locking. There
are four 4-ft. swing rails in this crossing, each having a
5-in. throw. The crossing is anchored to a 1-in. tie plate
and there are toe-plates ahead of each of the adjoining

rails. There has been no trouble on account of expan-
sion. The crossing is set at an angle of 20 deg. and 21
min.

It is claimed that the swing rails will last as long as
the running rails and that when new rail is laid all that is
necessary is to cut 4 pieces of rail 4 ft. long and install
same with the old equipment. The total cost of such
renewal is estimated at $25.00 as compared with $1,000
or more for a solid crossing. In operating trains over
this crossing it is not necessary to reduce the speed and
there need not be any more noise or’ vibration than with
an ordinary rail joint.
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