June, 1922

Letters to the Editor
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Position Color Light Signal

To THE EpITOR:
" In order to eliminate some of the causes for failures
it seems desirable to do away with the heavy mechanical
parts in signal mechanisms. Many signal engineers still
favor the signal arm; some the colored light signal, and
others, the position light signal. In an attempt to com-
bine all three I have to propose the “Position Color Light
Signal” with the fewest changes from systems in general
use. With the scheme, as proposed, the arm position is
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Signal Indications Are Distinctive

outlined in the proper position with its corresponding
color, as now in use.

This system is the locomotive engineman’s friend, as it
requires that he learn nothing new, nor is he required to
forget what he has learned. The scheme calls for a cen-
ter color light which will operate in three positions and
the outside lamps with lenses of the required color to
light up to match the center, or master indication. Thus
in the “Stop” indication we have three red lights in the
horizontal position; for the “Caution Proceed” indica-
tion, the center light has changed to yellow and the mar-
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gin lights give the yellow color indication in the 45 de-
gree upper quadrant position. For the “Proceed” indi-
cation, the center light has changed to green and the
margin lights give the green color indication in the 90
degree upper quadrant position.

For movements into unsignaled territory, or other slow
speed movements, the green is not used and the center
light only has red and purple colors,-and the signal only
operates in two positions, O to 45 degrees. For auto-
matic signals, a marker to the left of the mast, as at
present, may be used; for interlocking signals, a marker
on the center of the mast in line with the lights above,
as at present, may be used.

When it is desired to reproduce present interlocking
signals where two and three arms are used, two or three
discs may be used, so that they will represent indications
as follows:

Top Arm  —0 degrees

0 to 45 degrees
0 to 90 degrees

Middle Arm—O0 degrees
| 0 to 45 degrees
0 to 90 degrees

Bottom Arm—O0 degrees
0 to 45 degrees
0 to 90 degrees

Where it is desired that the top, middle or bottom arm
is to be fixed, a marker with the desired three lights can
be used and the other colors can be eliminated. Have
the readers any indication now displayed that cannot be
covered by this scheme?

Cleveland, O. G. E. Beck,

Assistant Valuation Engineer, New York Central



