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The Red Light*

To Tur EpiTor:

There is a question I have often thought to propound
in railroad circles, but have thus far postponed, and this
is: Who invented the red light? or rather, who first
thought of using it as a signal on railroads? ,

Soon after the Pennsylvania Central was opened, i. e.,
about twenty-five years ago (1848), there was an accident
and loss of life, caused by one train running into the rear
of another, which had broken an axle, in a deep cut at
night. Railroad disasters were new then, and the affair
called out a great deal of newspaper comment; but the
blame seemed all to attach to a brakeman sent back to
notify the following train. Two days afterward, at dark,
I was walking on the track from Wilkinsburgh to Swiss-
vale, when a train came up behind me with its brilliant
white headlight. I stepped off until it passed, then
stepped on again, and was forcibly impressed with the
suddeness of its disappearance in a place where the road
is straight for a half a mile before me where I walked.
I said mentally, what is to hinder the next train running
into that, if any accident should detain it? The answer
came to my mind like a revelation—a red light. No train
should run at night without a red light on the rear plat-
form. ;

Next day I wrote and published, in the Pittsburgh
Saturday Visitor, an editorial urging the adoption of this
precaution against that class of accidents then occupying
public attention. Next week every night train on that
road had a red light on the rear platform; and I was led
to believe at the time that it was in consequence of my
suggestion. Now, as women do so little in the line of
original suggestions and inventions, I would like to know
if I were the first to think of this beginning of the pres-
ent signal system, that we may have this much more on
the credit page of our general account.

JANE G. SWISSHELM.
No. 618 West  Monroe St., Chicago.

*Taken from the September 6, 1873, issue of the Railway Age Gazette.




