Enginemen Try to Force C. & N. W. to Discontinue
Left-Hand Operation

An order directing the Chicago & North Western to oper-
ate its trains on the right hand track in double track territory
instead of on the left hand track as at present, is asked in a
petition by the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen
now pending before the United States Railroad Labor Board.
The brotherhoods claim that the left hand method is hazard-
ous since enginemen must look across the track ahead of the
engine in order to determine the position of block signals.
In opposing the petition the North Western points out that
the cost involved in the reconstruction of the block signal
system, the relocation of sidings and switches, and the rear-
rangement of stations and platforms would make the change
impossible. The management also denies that the present
method is dangerous. The date for the hearing of the com-
plaint has not been set.
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