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The Illmoxs Ccntral has placed a contract with the General
Railway Signal Company covering two installations of all- -
electric systems of car retarders, skate movements and
switch machines. One installation will be made on the
southbound Markham yard and will consist of five towers
having machines totaling 168 working levers and 32 spare
spaces, sub-divided as follows: 78 working levers and 22
spare spaces for retarders, 46 working levers and 4 -spare
spaces for switches, 44 working levers and 6 spare spaces
for power-operated skates. Duplicate motor-generators will
furnish the electric current for this plant. The other installa-
tion will be made at East St. Louis and will be operated by
four towers with machines totaling 106 working levers and
14 spare spaces, sub-divided as fallows: 52 working levers
and & spare spaces for retarders, 28 working levers and
2 spare spaces for switches, 26 working levers and 4 spare
spaces for power-operated skates. = This plant will also have
duplicate motor-generators to fm'msh .electrical power for
the operation of all functions. ¥
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The Illmoxs Central has awarded a contract to Umon
Switch & Signal Company for the installation of an electro-
pneumatic car retarder system in their northbound Markham
Yard, just outside of Chicago. This yard, when completed,
will be one of the largest classification yards in the country,
and will consist of two entirely independent classification
yvards, one being known as the southbound and the other
as the northbound yard. The northbound yard, including
69 power operated switches, is approximately fifty per cent
larger than the southbound yard. The car retarders in the
northbound Markham yard will be controlled from six tow-
ers, so located as to have each tower approximately at the
center of the area in which the retarders controlled from
that tower would be located. The same man who operates
the electro-pneumatic car retarder devices will also operate
the switches. The switches will be equipped with electro-
pneumatic switch operating mechanisms. 1 exira
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