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Will Trunking Be Eliminated?
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The Public Is Interested in Signaling

THE general public waiting around stations and
passengers on the rear platforms of observation
cars comment frequently on the interlocking and signal
equipment of the railroad. The average passenger has
a satisfactory feeling if he knows that every effort is
being made to protect the train on which he is riding
with modern safety appliances. This characteristic is
being recognized by at least one traffic manager with
reference to train stop equipment, for in connection with
the introduction of a newly equipped passenger train a
descriptive bulletin was distributed to the public while
the train was on exhibition in one of the terminals, in
which the following reference was included: “Omne of
the most interesting features is the automatic train stop,
which device protects the passenger against accidents
due to broken rails or failure of enginemen to observe
signals. The system automatically controls the pneu-
matic brake devices.”

Does this not suggest the desirability of educating the
traveling public concerning the benefits of signaling
equipment on more roads. Those employed in the
signaling field are especially qualified to assist in such a
campaign and wherever the opportunity is presented -
should explain to those interested the functions of inter-
locking, signals and train control provided. The pass-
enger traffic department should be informed as to the
characteristic features that might well be emphasized in
newspaper advertising and literature distributed to the
public. Convenience and safety of travel on the rail-
roads are two good arguments to offset competition from
bus lines. The signal man can help the railroads in
general and his own road in particular by expounding
the accomplishments of the devices with which he is
most familiar.

Letters to the E dltor

Using Test Lamps Instead of Meters
Is Not Always Advisable

To THE EpiTok:
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