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Are Call-On Signals Safe?*

“Do you believe that call-on signals at an interlocking
expedite traffic without sacrificing too much in safety?”

Fifteen Years’ Experience with Call-On Signals on
the Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit System has
Demonstrated Their Value in Relieving
Congestion

By J. J. LarxIN

Superintendent of Signals, New York Rapid Transit Corp.,
New York

THE call-on when displayed on a home signal con-
veys the same information to the engineman or
motorman as an automatic block signal indicating
“stop;” namely, that there is a train in the block or the
signal for some reason is out of order, and that it is
permissible to proceed, but only with the train under
control prepared to stop within the limits of vision.
If the control of the call-on is broken through the signal
lever in the reverse position, which of course is the
proper method, it insures both to the engineman, or
motorman, and the towerman that the route is properly
set up. This should be considered a requirement before
a train is permitted to proceed past a home signal in-
dicating “stop.”

We have used call-on signals with color-light signals
for the past 15 years on the subway and other lines of
the Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit system, and they have
worked out most satisfactorily. They have assisted
greatly in relieving congestion and delays during track
circuit and other failures in a manner which could not
be accomplished in any other way. Furthermore, they
obviate the necessity of flagging, and leave the respon-
sibility of permitting trains to pass home signals which
have failed to clear, entirely in the hands of the tower-
man, instead of dividing it with the maintainer or some-
one else. They also leave the towerman at the machine
to take care of the movements of other trains.

*See page 109 of March issue for other answers on this subject.



