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Can Preliminary Latch
Locking Be Eliminated?

“Is there any good reason why electric locking cannot
entirely displace, in many instances, the mechanical pre-
limanary laich locking on interlocking machines as sug-
gested by the ‘Letter to the Editor’ on page 4497

Advocates Reducing the Amount of Mechanical
Locking Where Possible

By Leroy WyaNT
Signal Engineer, Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific,
Chicago, IIL

}[ HOPE that your contributor’s letter in the Decem-

ber issue will stir up sufficient discussion to make it
possible to obtain a consensus of opinion on the matter.
Frequently there are cases where we could save not only
the cost of making the mechanical locking changes but
also save the serious inconvenience to traffic necessi-
tated by making the changes. I have in mind a case
where we are installing some additional crossovers at a
plant where the locking bed is practically filled up and
it is going to be expensive and inconvenient to add the
additional locking necessary to provide complete free-
dom of movement with these crossovers.

T believe that electric locking would be sufficient but
would hesitate to go into the use of such an arrangement
at a joint interlocking until the matter had been care-
fully analyzed and a consensus of opinion established
among signal engineers.

Doubts Feasibility of Operating Interlocking Plant
Without Levers Locked Mechanically

By E. J. Rerpr

Mechanical Engineer of Signals, Northern Pacific,
St. Paul, Minn.

$FMHERE ‘ain’t’ no such animal as a ‘non-interlocked

interlocking machine.”” The writer of the letter
having a machine such as described, in successful
operation, should have favored the readers with its loca-
tion, so that it could be inspected and the signal pro-
fession profit thereby. It is entirely possible to maintain
and operate an interlocking plant with machines not
equipped with lever or latch locking, but is it practical ?
Numerous cases are on record of signalmen not being
able to get a signal lever due to the fact that they had
not completed the combination, and, not detecting their
error, have flagged trains past stop signals,
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One can imagine a busy point protected by an inter-
locking plant, the machine of which is not equipped
with lever or latch locking. Serious delays would be
caused by a signalman not setting up the right combina-
tion of levers, who might, thinking he had, start looking
for trouble at the very many points trouble could be
expected to exist, While interlocking plants could be

maintained and operated without lever or latch locking,
it is my opinion that it is best to retain such safeguards.
Machines for classification yards should, in my opin-
ion, never be classed as interlocking machines.




