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Robert M. Phinney

Changes on the C. & N. W.

Robert M. Phinney, assistant signal
engineer of the Chicago & North
Western, with headqnarters at Chi
cago, has resigned to become asso-

ciated with the commercial engineering
department of the General Railway
Signal Company at Rochester, N. Y.
Born on December 7, 1882, at Barn
stable, Mass., 1I1r. Phinney completed
his education at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, graduating
from the latter institution as a mem
ber of the class of 1904. Prior to en
tering railway service he was employed
by the Swan Electric Company of
Boston, Mass., from October, 1904, to
October, 1906, when he resigned to
accept a position as draftsman for the
Northwestern Construction Company
at Boone, Ia., in connection with the
electrification of the Fort Dodge, Des
Moines and Southern. In April, 1907,
he joined the Illinois Central signal de
partment as a draftsman but left in
August of the following year to accept
a similar position with the Chicago &
North Western. Subsequently he was
promoted to chief draftsman, then to
assistant engineer, December 1910, and
later to assistant signal engineer. Mr.
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Changes on the Pennsylvania

William Clifford Miller, ,tppointed
as:;;istant 51 pervlsor f telt:~raph and
signals of Ihe Pi;t,burg', dinsion of the
P llnsvh'a ta W.16 born on D ccmb...
H, 1888. at Blair"-jlle, Pa Aitcr COl"

t ng radc s t 'educat'on, 1>
fil e Ie lthes~i f ePenn·

1 a tnk mar 0\ c'nb
H tr n f r' ·1 10 ,1

,,'enlL e', 1908,
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It was appo:nte.
::;i~nill fe:paIrWan 't C ntmat1~h. Pa.
and continued in ihlS position f(,,'
~early se\ cn years. On December 1,
1915, he was 'appointed section main
taincr on the territory between Johns
town Pa., and South Fork ApprOXI
mately tw(' years later he became sig

L, A. Guthrie h~s been apP'iinted
acting 5i~rnal engineer, Canarliall ~a~

tional, \\""sl rn region, with head
quarlers at \Vinnipeg Man He was
f'Jrmer! ,i II I supervisor of Ihe M"n,·
" ba :ist, 'ct with headquart rs I
\\ nn, C~. ].]. Crowe, former'y .i ,n,,1
su;,crvisor the :askatchewan Ii tr d
with headquarters at Saskatoon, Sa<
katchew4l1, has been app Jinted in a
similar C Ipacit)' on th, Iamtcba
district \\ ith headquarlers at \Vinnineg
R. E, Sunde, formerly sign;,l mai,,
rainer, Saskatchewan district with
headquarters at Regina, Saskatchewan,
has been appointed signal supervisor of
the Saskatchewan dislrict with head
quarters at Saskatoon, Sask, to succeed
Mr Crrm'

Lindsay A. Guthrie, apJ1 .inted acting
signal en iccer of Ihe Canadt n ,'a
tlonal, \\ st rn region ,~.. ith hea 1
quarter at Winnipeg, :\la. , wa
un .hlne 19 1887, at '\rgyle, fa
cemf.' :ed pu'>lie se~ >01 du
and a c rr spondence course I

Heel'mg. Entering the servlC of tl'e
Canadia" I acitic as a signal fitter on
• oveIT'b ,r I, 1'110, he continued as a
signal:n~n for a period of eight monlhs,
when he was appolUled Signal lore
man in charge of a lnaintenanc~ ere"¥".
In February, 1913, he was apPolllled
foreman of signal construction of the
same road, holding this pOSllion until

Personal

Warden N. Hartman, s,"pen ',0' Dr
tc~ebr pl' 31'{ ignals, of the F cob' ~

divisi n ..... i 111 PennsylvalHa, W o~

appc.i tnH'nt ~.:-. assistant signal ~.~

neer or the Chesapeake & Ohio w th
headquaJ"ters ,.t Richmond, Y·l., was
nuted last rnonth, was born on Ftcbru ..
ary 1, 1801, at Longmont, Colo. 11 e
comp'eted 1 J I i~h school cduc.th n 111

1908, f 'w;' which he cn'ered the
Uni"er. n, 0 Colorarlo, Colle oi
Engiae . ;'n graul1atmrr jp 1912 ., t'l

the de ree 01 bachelor of s er
<:'1ectrrc 1 en ine ring. Un to Ih t n e
of h:5 pre en apj1\ intnlent, 1fr hd.r L
ffi,\n's raL 'av experience has be'}
entirelY wilh tho Penns; h'a'lia, wi
sen ic~ he entered on Jul; 1, 1'112,
a sigr,a' 1ppr, nllre. Sub,equenl'y he
Vlas appointed assistant insp clor c"
sig:lals. ~en in in this canacily ror!1
April 1, 1916, 10 June 16 of the same
year, when lie was promoted to assist·
ant supen isor of signals. He con·
linued in Ihe latter position until
April 16, 1920, when he bccame ,U", '
"isor "f i nals of the Pitt bu 1
u'vi,,;on "'h headquarters at
t wn p, On March I, 1921, I \\a<
appo;nte 1 sUf r,,;sor of td 'graph and
signals ·f Ihe _lonongah ·la divI' n 'lt
U \i to, 'n, Pa, and cont' '1ned h I i
I' s,li n uJ,til SeptemlJer 16. 1927" Icn
he ,y s transf rred in a S1 nilar cal: acit\
t l the Pittsburgh division with reac'
quarters at Pittsburgh, Pa., where he
remaind until hiS present arpoint
ment.
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west of Booue, Iowa, which comprIse.
the West Iowa, Sioux City, Eastern
Black Hills, Wyo}l1ing and part of the
Northern Iowa divisions.

P. A. Starck, chief draftsman, signal
department, Chicago & North Western,
has been appointed signal supervisor
with headquarters at Boone, Iowa, suc
ceeding O. S. Tomkins. Mr. Starck
first entered railroad service as a bat
tery man at Fulton, Ill., on the Chicago
& North Western in 1908, following
which he served as a relief maintainer
in 1910 and maintainer at Melrose Park,
Ill., in 1911, returning to Fulton, Ill.,
later in the same year. In 1912, he
served as signal shop foreman at the
Madison street terminal, Chicago. One
year later he was appointed division
signal foreman with headquarters at
West Chicago, Ill., and in 1915, was
transferred to Sterling, Ill., in the same
capacity. He was appointed signal
inspector of train control in 1924, con
tinuing in this position until November,
1926, when he was appointed chief
draftsman in the office of the signal
engineer.

Leroy Cone, signal draftsman, Chi
cago & North Western, has been
appointed chief draftsman, signal de
partment, with office at Ch icago.

John C AItken, whose pr
the posi.lon of supcr:JSOr 01

t e Stratford division of .he C'anadla
~ l.tiunal was noted in tIle 11 t S'

." born in London, Ont., or. 0 0

bcr 3D, 1882. All of hi rad \
e:<pe-ience has been with the Grand
Trunk or Canadian National system
Starting with the Grand Trunk ~n Sep-
ember 25, 1916, at London, 01 t •
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-as i ,11owed by another an'e
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renlap :J.ud in 1~arch of the
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~, similar capacIty. He con'
1 Ie latter position until h
I'Tl me tion to the position of
of signals.

William C. Conyne, signal bmpman
on the New York Central at Fonda,
N Y .. wa!'i retired under the pt)t1~ion

rnlcs of tile company on NrH" mb - :W,
I Q27 On his last day (of r il y n

. f f. ( nyne W,lS ndt:fl' t
'11 al lipner 1)\ hl~ rai'w lV n rH

'Ii It l't 'a Lr 1 e ()' t Ie ,r '
:1 5i T1ltlm J1 A.m

college in 1915. During the summer
vacation preceding his graduation he
entered railway service as a helper in
a signal construction gang on the
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western
Mr. Noble, after completing his college
course returned to the Lackawanna on
June 15, 1915, as an electrician's

helper at Scranton, Pa. In December,
1915, he was transferred to the signal
department of the Scranton division as
an assistant wireman, later becoming
signal wireman, which position he held
up to December, 1917, when he left the
Lackawanna to join the Chicago &
North Western as a signal draftsman
in the office of the signal engineer,
Chicago. He was appointed signal
estimator in April, 1921, and after
serving in this capacity for a year he
was appointed chief draftsman. In
October, 1924, Mr. Noble was promoted
to assistant engineer, signal depart
ment, and he held this position until
December, 1926, when he was appointed
general signal inspector, in which posi
tion he was serving at the time of his
recent promotion to assistant signal
engineer.

O. Scott Tomkins, signal supervisor,
Chicago & North Western at Boone,
Iowa, has been appointed general sig
nal inspector with headquarters at
Chicago. Mr. Tomkins was born at
Ashland, Wis., on August 25, 1881, and
was educated in the public :and high
schools at Ashland, Wis" at Lawrence
University, Appleton, Wis" and at the
University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis.
He worked as an electrical apprentice
during vacations and spare time while
attending school and college, later
serving as electrician for the Lake
Superior Iron & Chemical Co., Ashland,
Wis., and as chief electrician for the
Ashland Light, Power & Street Rail-'
way Co., and the Badger Electric Co.
Mr. Tomkins first entered railway
service with the North Western as a
signal helper on August 19, 1913, and
since has held the following positions;
signal maintainer, gang foreman, clivi·
sion signal foreman, chief clerk to the
signal engineer, signal inspector, assist
an t signal supervisor, Chicago ter
minal and signal supervisor of all lines

Stanley E. Noble

Sterling as a signal foreman in July,
1915, remaining until April, 1916, when
he resumed his duties as signal
inspector. On August 1, 1916, he was
appointed assistant signal supervisor,
Chicago terminal, which position he
held until August 20,1920, when he was
promoted to signal supervisor at
Boone, la. Mr. Sheets continued as
signal supervisor at Boone, Ia., until
January 16, 1925, when he was ap
pointed assistant engineer, train con
trol, in charge of field construction
work. He was serving in this capacity
at the time of his recent promotion.

Stanley E. Noble, general signal in
spector, Chicago & North Western in
the office of the signal engineer,
Chicago, has been promoted to assist
ant signal engineer. He was born on
May 2, 1888, at West Pittston, Pa"
graduating from the electrical engineer
ing department of Pennsylvania State

Phinney saw active service overseas
during the World War as a -first lieu
tenant in the 4l5th Railway Telegraph
Battalion, his period of service extend
ing from January I, 1918, to June 16,
1919, In his present position, Mr.
Phinney will make his headquarters at
Rochester, N, Y,

Robert A. Sheets, assistant engineer,
train control, Chicago & North West
ern, with headquarters at Chicago, has
been promoted to assistant signal engi
neer. Mr. Sheets was born on Septem
ber 5, 1885, and after completing his
high school education he attended the
Chicago Engineering Institute for one
term. He was a stationary firenlan
previous to entering railway service as
a leverman in the operating department
of the North Western on January 2,
1907. Six months later he was trans
ferred to the signal department as a
batteryman on the Galena division at
Maywood, Ill., and on April 1, 1908, he
was promoted to maintainer at West
Chicago, Ill., where he remained until
September, 1909, when he was ap
pointed signal foreman at Sterling, Ill.,
serving in the latter capacity until
October 1, 1913, when he was appointed
signal inspector in the signal engi
neer's office. On account of a reduc
tion of signal forces, he returned to

Robert A. Sheets




