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Reporting False Clear Indications

ONE of the most important objectives of signal main-
tenance is to prevent false clear signal indications
and when such condition exists, to locate the trouble as
quickly as possible, determine the cause and correct the
defect. During the last few years the efficiency of
signal maintenance has increased to such a degree of
perfection that false-clear failures are rare, most roads
having from 2,000,000 to 15,000,000 or more signal
operations per false-clear failure.

To illustrate, on the St. Louis-San Francisco, with
884 miles of road equipped with automatic block sem-
aphore signals false-clear failures occur as infrequently
as about once in eight to twelve million signal opera-
tions. On this road signal operations are calculated on
the number of through trains dispatched. Therefore,
the total figure for signal operations represents only
complete movements of a signal blade from 0 to 90 deg.
and eliminates duplicate operations caused by switching
and the testing of switches or other equipment,

In case of a false-clear failure, the signal supervisor
makes a complete investigation and interviews the en-
gine and train crews of the trains which were ifi the
vicinity of the signal at the time the false indication
was noted. In some cases the signal department has
been unable to locaté any false-clear indication. The
matter of locating train crews for questioning, often
requires several days or a week’s time on the part of
the supervisor. Quite often the train or engine crews
are not certain which signal they saw falsely clear and
on further questioning become decidedly indefinite,
which in a few cases resulted in the conclusion that
some one was “kidding” the signal forces. @

For the purpose of impressing all concerned with the
seriousness of false signal indications and of determin-
ing the exact conditions at once on the ground, a new

rule has been placed in the book of rules for the oper-
ating department reading as follows:

“Should an improper ‘proceed’ indication be observed,
it must be regarded as a ‘stop’ signal and a flagman left
at the signal to notify following trains until relieved by
a signal department employee, or by instructions from
the trainmaster.”

In view of the fact that the number of actual clear
failures never exceeds three or four a year for the
system, the observance of this new rule will not inter-
fere with train operation by requiring the one trainman
to stay at the signal noted. This trainman will afford
protection against following trains and will be on hand
to assist in explaining conditions for the benefit of those
trying to duplicate the circumstances that resulted in a
false-clear, The problem can thus be settled at once
to the satisfaction of the signal and the operating de-
partments.
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